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PREFACE. 


"^  O  record  paft  events,  for  the 
inftrudlion  of  man,  ought  to  be 
the  objecl  of  hiftory.  At  this  the 
writer  of  the  following  flieets  has 
fteadily  aimed ;  with  what  fuccefs  the 
impartial  publick  will  determine.  He 
faw  with  regret  the  tranfaclions  of  each 
fucceeding  year  occupying  the  publick 
mind,  while  thofe  of  the  preceding 
were  faft  haftening  to  oblivion.  He 
conceived  that  the  revolution  of  the 
governments  of  America,   from   Bri- 


tifh  provinces  into  independent  ftates, 
exhibited  many  ufeful  leffons,  both  to 
princes  and  people.     This  view  of  the 


a  great 
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great  event  incited  him  to  compile  a 
fuccinch  account  of  the  beginning, 
progrefs  and  conclufion,  of  the  war, 
which  terminated  in  the  change  of  the 
government  of  that  part  of  the  United 
States  with  which  he  was  bell  ac- 
quainted. He  would  have  been  pleafed 
could  he  have  extended  his  plan:  and 
his  work,  perhaps,  would  have  been 
more  acceptable:  but  his  knowledge 
of  the  affairs  of  the  middle  and 
northern  flates  was  not  fufficiently 
particular  to  warrant  his  attempting 
the  hiflory  of  the  whole.  He  has 
therefore  confined  himfelf  to  the 
revolution  of  his  own  ftate,  and  has 
introduced  the  tranfaclions  of  the 
neighbouring  flates  only  where  their 
connection  with,  and  influence  upon, 
the  affairs  of  South-Carolina  rendered 
it  necefTary.  By  limiting  his  fubjecl 
he  has  been  enabled  to  be  more  par- 
ticular, and  he  prefumes  more  accu- 
rate. 
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rate.  His  opportunities  of  informa- 
tion have  been  coniiderable,  from  his 
being  aclually  a  wltnefs  to  many  of 
the  events  recorded  in  the  following 
hiftory.  From  the  year  of  the  decla- 
ration of  independence,  to  the  termi- 
nation of  the  war,  he  had  the  honour 
of  reprefenting  Charlefton  in  the  le- 
giflature  of  the  flate.  For  two  years 
he  had  the  additional  honour  of  being 
one  of  the  privy-council,  and  for  one 
year  of  reprefenting  the  ftate  in  the 
continental  Congrefs.  Befides  ferving 
in  thefe  civil  offices  he  was  frequently 
in  the  field  with  the  army,  in  the  line 
of  his  profefiion,  attending  on  the  iick 
and  wounded.  Where  his  own  know- 
ledge was  infufficient  he  has  fought  for 
information  from  thofe  who  were  the 
immediate  aclors.  He  has  freely  con- 
verfed  with  the  partifans  for  both  the 
old  and  new  government.  He  has 
examined  almoft  all  the  fields  of  bat- 
tle, 
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tie,  and  has  had  accefs  to  the  official 
returns,  orderly-books,  and  defpatches, 
fent  or  received  by  the  American 
generals.  The  motives  and  de- 
figns  of  particular  movements  he  has 
learned  from  the  fountain-head,  by 
converfing  with  thofe  who  had  the 
direction  of  publick  affairs,  both  in 
the  civil  and  military  line.  During 
his  attendance  on  Congrefs  he  care- 
fully perufed  every  official  defpatch 
fent  to  that  honourable  body,  which 
related  to  the  tranfactions  upon  which 
he  had  undertaken  to  write.  From 
thefe  original  fources  he  has  compiled 
the  following  work.  He  declares 
that,  embracing  every  opportunity 
of  obtaining  genuine  information,  he 
has  fought  for  truth,  and  that  he  has 
afferted  nothing  but  what  he  be- 
lieves to  be  fact.  If  he  fliould  be 
liiiftaken  he  will,  on  conviction  of 
his  error,  willingly  retracl  it.    During 

the 
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the  whole  time  of  his  writing  he  has 
carefully  watched  the  workings  of  his 
mind,  left  pafTion,  prejudice  or  a  par- 
ty-fpirit,  fhould  warp  his  judgment. 
He  has  endeavoured  to  imprefs  on 
himfelf  how  much  more  honourable 
it  was  to  write  impartially,  for  the 
good  of  mankind,  than  to  condefcend 
to  be  the  apologift  of  a  party.  He 
has  often  reflected  that  an  hiftorian 
fhould  neither  be  a  panegyrift  nor  fa- 
tirift,  but  an  impartial  recorder  of 
paft  events,  for  the  information  of  af- 
ter ages.  Notwithftanding  this  care 
to  guard  againft  partiality,  he  ex- 
peels  to  be  charged  with  it  by  both 
of  the  late  contending  parties.  The 
fufFering  Americans,  who  have  feen 
and  felt  the  ravages  and  opprefTions 
of  the  Britifh  army,  will  accufe  him 
of  too  great  moderation,  and  of  be- 
ing too  fparing  of  cenfure.  Europe- 
ans who  have  heard  much  of  Ameri- 
can 
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can  cowardice,  perfidy  and  ingrati- 
tude, and  more  of  Brltifli  honour, 
clemency  and  moderation,  will  proba- 
bly condemn  his  work  as  the  ofF- 
fpring  of  party-zeal.  The  impofTibi- 
lity  of  pleailng  both,  has  induced  him 
to  decline  the  fruitlefs  attempt  of 
aiming  to  pleafe  either;  and  inftead 
thereof  to  follow  the  attractions  of 
truth,  whitherfoever  fhe  might  lead. 

The  author  has  been  lefs  particu- 
lar in  reciting  the  movements  and 
arrangements  of  the  Britifh  than  of 
the  American  army,  becaufe  he  had 
fewer  opportunities  of  obtaining  in- 
formation of  the  former  than  of  the 
latter.  He  farther  informs  the  reader, 
that  the  epithets  Whig  and  Tory  are 
ufed  in  the  following  fheets  in  a  fenfe 
different  from  what  has  been  ufual. 
By  the  latter  he  means  thofe  of  the 
inhabitants    of    America     v/ho   were 

the 
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the  friends  of  royal  government ; 
by  the  former,  and  alfo  by  the  more 
general  appellation  American,  he  in- 
tends thofe  who  favoured  the  re- 
volution. 

Charlefton,    Oct.  12,    1784. 


TABLE    OF    CONTENT 


OF        THE 


FIRST        VOLUME. 


CHAPTER      FIRST. 

A  Jhort  view   of   the  province  of   South-Carolina^   and  of 

events  introductory  to  open  hojiilities. 

Page 

TH  E  charters,  limits,  face  of  the  coun- 
try, rivers,  foil,  produce,  and  climate 
of  South -Carolina,  i — 3 

Settlers  from  England,  France,  New- York, 
Ireland,  Switzerland,  Germany,  Scotland, 
Virginia,  Pennfylvania,  3 — 5 

Government,  at  firft  proprietary,   is  changed 

to  royal — Form  of  royal  government,  5 — 6 

Happinefs  of  the  people — their  loyalty  and 
attachment  to  Great-Britain — fubjecl  to 
parliamentary  reftraints  on  trade — but  op- 
pofed  to  parliamentary  taxation,  6 — 8 

Britifli  reafons   for  taxation,   and    American 

objedtions  agalnft  it,  9—10 

Spirit  of  liberty  and  independence  in  the  co- 
lonies, foftered  by  local  circumftances — 
and  ftate  of  fociety  in  America,  11 — 12 

b  -  Stamp- 


(         XIV         ) 


Page 


Stamp-a^l  roufes  tlie  colonlfts — coptinental 
congrefs  propofed — fpeech  in  the  afTembly 
of  South-Carolina  againft  it,  '^^JiLs-io 

Stamp-acSt  repealed — but  taxation  of  the  co- 
lonies refumed — American  jealoulies  con- 
tinued, 13 — i^ 

Duty  on  tea  unproductive — Britilh  Eaft-India 
company  export  tea  to  America,  which  is 
every  where  refufed,  and  in  Bofton  thrown 
into  the  river,  15 — 16 

Britilh  parliament  pafles  the  Bofton  port-a£t, 

&c.  16 

Inhabitants  of  Bofton  vote  in  favour  of  a  ge- 
neral non-importation  and  non-exportation,  1 7 

This  vote  is  fent  to  South-Carolina,  on  which 

a   general   meeting   of    the   inhabitants   is  '' 

called — their  refolutions,  18 

Continental  Congrefs  formed — their  proceed- 
ings, 23 

The  firft  provincial  congrefs  in  South-Caro- 
lina is  conftituted — approves  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  continental  Congrefs — appoints 
committees,  24 

Importation   ftopped — unanimity  and   zeal  of 

the  people,  24 — 26 

CHAPTER       S  EC  O  N  D. 

Of  the  taking  of  arms. 

Redrefs  of  grievances  expected  in  South-Ca- 
rolina J  but  intelligence  from  England,  and 
of  the  Lexington  battle,  diminifhes  thefe 
hopes,  28 

Popular 


(  XV  ) 


Page 


Popular  leaders  determine  on  reiiftance — rob 
the  royal  magazine — call  the  provincial 
congrefs — their  reafons  for  it,  30 — 32 

Form  an  aiTociation,^  vote  to  raife  troops,  and 

to  emit  money,. ^^.^,;,jj^^^''  33—35 

Lift  of  provincial  officers,  35 — 37 

A  council  of  fafety  appointed,  ib. 

The  provincial  congrefs  addrefs  lord  William 

Campbell — receive  his  anfw^er,  38 — 41 

Diflblve   themfelves,    order   a  new  election, 

and  the  aflbciation  to  be  fubfcribed,  42 

Non-fubfcribers — their     number — intercourfe 

between  them  and  afTociators   interdidted,  ib. 

Scarcity  of  powder — a  veflel  near  Auguftine 

robbed  of  powder,  43 

The  popular  leaders  feize  on  fort  Johnfon — 
forbid  the  King's  vifluallers  to  fupply  the 
men  of  war  with  provilxons  otherwife  than 
from  day  to  day,  43 — 45 

Captain  Thornborough  threatens  retaliation,  46 

Pilot-boats  fent  out  to  caution  inward-bound 

velTels  to  fteer  for  fome  other  port,  47 

Popular  leaders  refolve  to  oppofe  the  paffage 
of  any  Britiili  naval  armament,  and  give 
notice  thereof  to  captain  Thornborough,  47 — 48 

And  obftrucl  the  paffage  through  Hog-Illand 
channel — hoftilities  commenced  by  firing 
on  captain  Tufts,  49 

The  fhip  Profper  impreiTed  and  armed — a  re- 
giment of  artillery  ordered  to  be  raifed — 
Sullivan's  ifland  cleared  of  fugitive  flaves — 
property  of  the  inhabitants  feized — works 
ere£led  on  HaddreU's  point — roy^l  A^effels 
quit  the  harbour,  ;!;     .  50 — -51 

Two  rifle-regiments  ordered  to  be  raifed,  52 

Perfeverance 


(         XVI         ) 


Page 


)inxj 


Perfeverance  in  noix-importation — expedition 

to  Georgia — Britifh  veflels  burnt  there,  53 


CHAPTER      THIRD. 

Of  the  extinBton  of  royal  authoriiyy   and  of  the  royaltjis. 

The  commons  houfe  of  alTembLy;  approve  the 

.  proceedings  of  the  people  in  convention, 

and  is    diffolved — Character  of  the   royal 

council,  ,'S^-;ryS7 

Royal  juftices    make  their  laft  circuit-rrBBt.. .  4,    ,  ,..^-v 
Drayton  fupports  the  meafures  of  America,  ib. 

Inhabitants  continue  to  profefs  allegiance  to 

the  King  of  Great-Britain,  58 

Lord  William  Campbell  gives  commiffions  to 
militia-rofficers  trained  on  the  recommen- 
dation of  Congrefs — is  deceived  by  captain 
M'Donald — refufes  to  fubject  his  letters 
to  examination,  and  retires  on  board  a 
floop    of  war,  ^^ 

General  committee  invite  his  return — the 
general  nature  of  committees — unanimity 
of  the  people,  6a 

Delegates  returning  from  Congrefs  applauded       ^jrp,  oiK 
and  thanked,  ^1-^6'^ 

Virtual  independent  government,  ib. 

Oppolition    from  tories — regulators — Scovil- 

ites— Dutch — Irifh,  64 

Arts    of   governor    Campbell    to    encourage 

toryifm — Mofes  Kirkland  oppofes  Congrefs,  66 

Tories  between  Broad  and  Saluda  rivers,  67 


Honourable 


(        XVII        ) 

ss"'?  Page 

Honourable  mr.-il^aytGn.  and  rev.  mr.  Ten- 

-  nent   fent  among  them — and  treaty  made 

with  them,  68 

Robert   Cunningham   taken,  6.g 

Patrick   Cunningliam    arms   the   inhabitants, 

and    feizes   publick   powder,  ib. 

Major  Williamfon  attacked,  70 

Congrefs   make   a    declaration    to   quiet   the 

minds  of  the  people,  71 — 76 

Sends  an  army  among  the  tories  and  fubdues 

them,  77 

General  charafter  of  the  tories  and  of  the 

friends  of  Congrefs,  and  reflexions  on  the 

ftate  of  parties  and  the  times,  77 — 80* 


CHAPTER      FOURTH. 

Of  the  formation  cf  a  regular  conflitution. 

The  backwardnefs  of  the  people  to  form  a 

new  conftitution. 
Preamble  thereto, 
Moft  elTential  parts  thereof. 
Officers  appointed. 

Speech  of  prefident  Rutledge  when  elefted. 
His  oath,  - 

The    addrefs    of  the   legiflative-council   and 

-  general  aflembly  to  prefident  Rutledge, 
Courts  of  juftice  opened. 
Charge  of  chief-juftice  Drayton,  103—127 

The  unanimity  and  tranquility  of  the  people,  128 

A  revifion  of  the  temporary  conftitution  pro- 

pofed,  >  j{j_ 

Confidence 


81- 

-83 

83- 

-89 

89- 

-92 

•93 

94- 

-95. 

ib. 

-8— 

•103 

ib. 

(       XVIII       ) 


Page 


Confidence  of  the  people  in  their  reprefen- 
tatives,  and  the  fidelity  of  the  reprefen- 
tatives,  1 29 

Validity  of  the  new  conftitution,  130 

Prefident  Rutledge  refufes    to   pafs   the   new 

conftitution,  and  gives  his  reafons,  132 — 138 

The    new    conftitution    pafl^ed    by   prefident 

Lowndes,  ib. 

The  general  principles  of  both  conftitutions,  ib. 


CHAPTER      FIFTH. 

Of  the  attach  of  the  fort  on  Sullivan's  tjlandy   by  fir  Peter 
Parker  and  fir  Henry  Clint07i, 

Governor    Campbell    folicits    for   an    armed 

force,  140 
South-Carolina  prepares   for   defence — Sulli- 
van's ifland  is  fortified — Palmetto,  141 
Britifli   fleet   arrives — a  proclamation  fent  on 

fhore,  142 
The  militia  colleft — continental  generals  and 
troops — difpofition  of  the  forces~indufl:ry 

of  the  inhabitants,  143 

Oath  of  fidelity  propofed  and  taken,  144 
The  fort  attacked — the  lofs  on  both  fides,         145 — 147 

Scarcity  of  lead  and  powder — Sergeant  Jafper,  148 

General  reflexions  on  the  enterprize,  149 

Fift^^-fix  Highlanders  taken,  150 

General  Gadfden's  bridge,  ib. 

CHAPTER 


(         XIX         ) 

CHAPTER       SIXTH. 

Of  the  attempts  on  EaJl'Florida  in    1 776   and   1778,   and 
of  the  expedition  into  the  Cherokee  country  in  1776. 

Page 
Reflections  on  plundering — governor  Tonyn 

iffues  letters  of  marque,  151 

Invasion  of  Eaft-Florida  propofed  in  1776,  152 

Refumed  in  1778 — advantages  thereof—great 

lofs  of  men,  153 

Cherokee  and  Creek  Indians — John   Stuart, 

fuperintendent  of  Indian  aiFairs— his  hiflo- 

ry— his  arts— retires  into  Weft-Florida,  155 

A  plan  formed  to  invade  the  fouthern  ftates— 

Mofes  Kirkland  taken,  156 

Indians  commence  hoftilities — invaded  in  their 

own  fettlements — fue  for  peace,  ij'S 

General  reflecSlions  on  the  Indian  war,  159 — 161 

CHAPTER       SEVENTH. 

Of  independefice,  the  alliance  with  France,  the  confedera- 
tiony  and  the  fate  of  publick  affairs  in  South-Carolina 
prior  to  the  reduction  of  Savannah  in  December  1778. 

Congrefs  petition  the  King  a  fecond  time,  1 61 

The   inhabitants  of  America  thrown  out  of 

royal  prote£lion,  163 

Mr.  Paine's  pamphlet.  Common  Senfe,  ap- 
pears— its  efFefts,  .          164 

Congrefs  recommend  the   inftitution   of  new 

governments,  and  declare  independence,  165 — 176 

Tranquility  in  South-Carolina,  177 

Congrefs 


(    -^x    } 

Page 

Congrefs   refort   to  negotiation — treaty  with 

France  concluded,  1-78 

Great-Britain  fends  out  coniniiilioners,  ib. 
Alliance  with  France,  matter  of  triumph  in 

South-Carolina,  180 

Four  periods  of  the  war,  180 — 184 
Congrefs  propofe  articles  of  confederation — 

tlieir  addrefs  on  this  fubjedl,  185 

Confederation  completed  by  Maryland,  187 

The  general  principles  of  the  confederation,  188 


T  H  E 


THE 

IS     TORY 

OF        THE 

REVOLUTION 

I        N 

SOUTH-CAROLINA. 

CHAPTER       FIRST. 

A  Jhort  'uieiv  of  the  prouince  of  South-Caro- 
lina^ and  of  e'vents  hitrocluBory  to  open 
hofilities. 

"^  H  E  firft  charter  of  Carolina  was  granted 
about  the  year  1662,  and  contained  a 
grant  of  all  the  lands  lying  between  3 1 
and  36  degrees  of  north  latitude.  About  the 
year  1664  a  fecond  and  more  ample  charter  was 
obtained,  comprehending  a  traft  of  country  feveii 
and  a  half  degrees  broad,  bounded  by  the  Atlan- 
tic on  the  eaft,  the  Pacific  on  the  v/eft,  and  on 
the  north  and  fouth  by  two  parallel  lines,  to  be- 
gin on.  the  fhores  of  the  Atlantic,  the  one  at  29 
B  decrrees 


(  ^  ) 

degrees  north  latitude,  the  other  at  36 — 30-5  and 
from  thefe  points  to  be  continued  due  weft  till 
they  reached  the  Pacific  ocean.  This  extenfive 
grant  of  territory  fuffered  alterations  from  va- 
rious caufes.  By  fubfequent  charters  of  the  King 
of  England  the  original  extent  of  Carolina  on 
the  fea  coaft  has  been  divided  into  North-Caro- 
lina South-Carolina  and  Georgia.  South-Caro- 
lina, is  the  moft  fouthern  of  the  thirteen  United 
States  of  North-America,  Georgia  excepted, 
and  extends  along  the  fea  from  the  mouth  of 
Savannah  river  a  few  miles  to  the  northv/ard  of 
the  northeaft  extremity  of  Long-Bay,  a  diftance 
of  about  two  hundred  miles,  and  is  fettled  be- 
tween two  and  three  hundred  miles  to  the  weft- 
ward.  It  is  bounded  to  the  northward  by  a  line 
which  feparates  it  from  North-Carolina — to  the 
eaftward  by  the  Atlantic  ocean.  Its  boundaries 
to  the  fouthward  and  weftward  are  the  fubject 
of  controverfy.  For  eighty  or  a  hundred  miles 
from  the  fea  coaft  it  is  an  even  plain.  No  rocks 
nor  ftoncs  nor  hills  of  any  height  are  to  be  feen. 
From  this  to  the  weftward  the  country  is  beau- 
tifully diverfified  with  hills  and  vallies,  and  exhi- 
bits many  delightful  profpeds.  A  vaft  ridge  of 
mountains  runs  through  South-Carolina  in  com- 
mon v/ith  the  other  parts  of  North-America,  from 
the  weftern  fides  of  which  the  waters  flov/  into 
the  Miflifippi,  from  the  eaftern  into  the  Atlantic. 
South-Carolina  is  watered  by  the  rivers  Savan- 
nah, Edifto,  Santee  and  Peedee,  which  take  their 
rife  in  thefe  heights.     There  are   feverai   other 

rivers 
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rivers  of  a  fecondary  fize,  which  arc  either  arms 
of  the  fea,  or  originate,  fome  from  hills  in  the 
heart  of  the  country,  and  others  from  favannahs 
or  fwamps.  Of  thefe  kinds  are  Caafaw,  Comba- 
hee,  Waccamaw,  Afhley,  Cooper  and  Black  ri- 
vers. From  the  circuitous  windings  of  fundry 
arms  of  the  ocean  the  coail  is  chequered  by  fea 
illands. 

The  low  lands  produce  rice  in  great  abun- 
dance. The  high  lands  provifion,  grain  of  all  forts, 
indigo  and  tobacco.  Orchards  and  meadows  are 
advantageoufly  cultivated  at  fome  diftance  from 
the  fea  coaft.  The  interior  part  of  the  ftate  is 
fettled  in  fmall  farms,  which  yield  the  neceifa- 
ries  of  life  in  the  greateft  plenty.  The  canes, 
without  fodder  or  grain,  afford,  throughout  the 
fliort  winter,  ample  fupport  for  numerous  herds 
of  cattle.  The  foil  produces  every  commodity 
that  grov7s  in  any  of  the  United  States,  befides 
rice,  indigo  and  madder,  which  are  peculiar  to 
itfelf  and  the  adjacent  ftates.  Such  is  the  mild- 
nefs  of  the  winter,  that  for  eight  months  of  the 
'year  the  climate  is  delightful.  The  weftern  coun- 
try is  at  all  feafons  free  from  the  extremes  of 
heat  and  cold,  and  is  favourable  to  health  and 
longevity. 

The  firfl:  fettlement  of  the  province  was  made  in 
the  year  1669,  on  the  neck  of  land  between  Adiley 
and  Cooper  rivers,  by  a  fev/  adventurers  who  em- 
barked from  England  in  tvro  veffels.     The  fubfe- 
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quent  fcttlers  were  a  medley  of  different  nations, 
and  compofed  of  the  mod  contradi6lory  chara£lers. 
From  England,  the  colony  received  both  the  friends 
of  the  parliament  and  the  adherents  to  the  royal 
family.  The  fervants  of  the  crown,  from  motives 
of  policy,  encouraged  the  emigration  of  the  former, 
and  grants  of  land  were  freely  bellowed  on  the 
latter,  as  a  reward  of  their  loyalty.  A  confider- 
able  number  of  French  proteftants,  after  the  re- 
vocation of  the  edi61:  of  Nantz,  found  an  afylum 
in  South-Carolina,  and  became  very  ufeful  inha- 
bitants. Many  of  the  Dutch  colonifts,  diflatisfied 
with  their  fituation  in  New- York,  after  the  fub- 
miffion  of  that  colony  to  the  crown  of  England, 
repaired  thither,  and  contributed  much  by  their 
induftry  to  the  cultivation  of  the  province.  The 
fuccefs  that  attended  them  induced  more  of  their 
countrymen  to  follov/  their  example.  An  Iriih 
lettlement  was  planted  near  Santee  between  the 
year  1730  and  1740,  to  vv^hich  was  given  the 
name  of  Williamfburg  townfhip.  In  the  fame  pe- 
riod feveral  families  of  Switzers  fettled  on  the 
northeafi:  fide  of  Savannah  river,  under  the  au- 
fpices  of  their  countryman  John- Peter  Fury. 
From  this  gentleman  the  village  of  Puryfburgh 
took  its  name.  From  1748  to  1755  great  num- 
bers of  Palatines  were  introduced — they  fettled 
Orangeburgh,  Congaree  and  Wateree.  After  the 
battle  of  Culloden  a  number  of  the  vanquifned 
Highlanders  were  tranfported  to  South -Carolina, 
But  the  mofi:  confiderable  ssra  of  population  was 
after  the  peace    of  Paris   in    1763.     Soon   after 
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that  event,  the  alTembly  of  the  colony  appropriated 
a  large  fund  for  bounties  to  foreign  proteflants 
who  fhould  fettle  in  the  interior  parts.  In  con- 
fequence  of  this  encouragement  many  arrived 
from  Europe,  particularly  from  Ireland.  Great 
numbers  alfo  migrated  from  Virginia,  Pennfylva- 
nia,  and  the  other  northern  provinces.  From 
thefe  various  fources  of  population  fettlements 
were  made,  in  ten  years  after  the  peace  of  Paris, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  to  the  weftward,  be- 
yond all  that  had  taken  place  in  the  preceding 
hundred  years. 

The  government  of  the  country,  for  the  firft 
fifty  years,  was  proprietary.  About  the  year  1719 
the  inhabitants,  finding  that  they  were  not  fuffi- 
ciently  proteded  by  that  conflitution,  effected  a 
change  of  government  from  proprietary  to  regal, 
in  a  manner  fomewhat  fimilar  to  that  which  their 
poflerity,  fifty  years  afterwards,  adopted  in  accom- 
plilhing  a  revolution  from  royal  to  republican. 
The  bufinefs  was  conducted  with  great  -addrefs 
by  a  convention  of  the  people,  who  aded  under 
the  fandion  of  the  firil  lav/  of  nature— felf-pre- 
fervation.  They  refufed  to  do  any  bufinefs  with 
Robert  Johnfon  the  proprietary  governor,  but  at 
the  fame  time  offered  to  obey  him  if  he  would 
hold  the  reins  of  government  in  the  name  of  the 
King  of  Great-Britain.  This  being  refufed,  they 
chofe  James  Moore  for  their  governor.  The 
people,  with  great  unanimity,  bound  themfelves 
by  an  alTociation  to  fland  by  each  other  in  de- 
fence 
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fence  of  their  rights  and  privileges  againfl  the  ty- 
ranny of  the  proprietors  and  their  officers  :  this 
they  honourably  obferved  until  the  revolution 
was  completed,  A  ftatc  of  the  whole  proceed- 
ings of  the  people,  and  of  the  caufes  of  their  dif- 
fatisfa£lion  with  the  lords  proprietors,  being  laid 
before  the  regency  in  England,  it  was  determined 
that  the  proprietary  charter  was  forfeited.  In 
confequence  of  which  the  province  was  taken  un- 
der the  immediate  protection  of  the  crown. 

From  this  period  the  government  was  regal. 
The  crown  appointed  a  governor,  and  delegated 
to  him  its  conftitutional  powers  civil  and  mili- 
tary. He  had  a  negative  on  all  the  bills  paifed 
by  the  affemblies ;  and  the  power  of  convening, 
proroguing  and  diflblving  them.  He  had  powers 
of  chancery,  admiralty,  of  fupreme  ordinary,  and 
of  appointing  civil  magiflrates  and  militia  officers. 
To  him  alfo  was  entrufced  the  execution  of  the 
laws.  The  crown  appointed  a  council,  with 
powers  to  advife  the  governor,  and  to  affift  in 
legillation.  The  houfe  of  affembly  confided  of 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  who  were 
elected  by  them  as  the  houfe  of  commons  in 
Great-Britain.  The  model  of  the  government, 
as  near  as  circumilanccs  would  admit,  was  formed 
on  the  plan  of  the  Englifli  conflitution.  The  in- 
habitants enjoyed  the  protection  of  Great-Britain  ; 
and,  in  return,  the  mother-country  had  a  mono- 
poly of  their  trade.  Great-Britain  received  great 
benefit  by  this  intercourfe,  and  the  colony,  under 
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lier  proteding  care,  became  great  and  happy. 
In  South-Carolina  an  enemy  to  the  Hanoverian 
fuccefiion,  or  to  the  Britiih  conflitution,  was 
fcarcely  known.  The  inhabitants  were  fond  of 
Britifh  manners  even  to  excefs.  They  for  the 
moil  part  fent  their  children  to  Great-Britain  for 
education,  and  fpoke  of  that  country  under  the 
endearing  appellation  of  Home.  They  were  en- 
thufiafts  for  that  facred  plan  of  civil  and  religious 
happinefs  under  which  they  had  grown  up  and 
flouriihed.  All  ranks  and  orders  of  men  gloried 
in  their  connection  with  the  mother-country,  and 
in  being  fubjecls  of  the  fame  King.  The  laws  of 
the  Britifli  parliament,  confining  their  trade  for 
the  benefit  of  the  protecting  parent  flate,  were 
very  generally  and  cheerfully  obeyed.  Few  coun- 
tries have  at  any  time  exhibited  fo  ftriking  an  in- 
flance  of  publick  and  private  profperity  as  ap- 
peared in  South-Carolina  between  the  years 
1763  and  1775.  "^^^  inhabitants  of  the  pro- 
vince were  in  that  fhort  fpace  of  time  more  than 
doubled.  Wealth  poured  in  upon  them  from  a 
thoufand  channels.  The  fertility  of  the  foil  gene- 
rouily  repaid  the  labour  of  the  hufbandman,  mak- 
ing the  poor  to  fmg,  and  induftry  to  fmile  through 
every  corner  of  the  land.  None  were  indigent,  but 
the  idle  and  unfortunate.  Perfonal  independence 
was  fully  within  the  reach  of  every  man  who 
was  healthy  and  induftrious.  The  inhabitants, 
at  peace  with  all  the  world,  enjoyed  domeftick 
tranquility,  and  were  fecure  in  their  perfons  and 
property.     They  were  alio   completely  fatisfied 
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with  their  government,   and  wifhed  not  for  fhc 
fmallefl  change  in  their  pohtical  conftitution. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  enjoyments,  and  the  mod 
fmcere  attachment  to  the  mother-country,  to  their 
King  and  his  government,  the  people  of  South- 
CaroHna,  without  any  original  defign  on  their 
part,  were  Itep  by  ftep  drawn  into  an  extenfive 
war,  which  involved  them  in  every  fpecies  of 
difficulty,  and  finally  diifevered  them  from  the 
parent- ftate. 

SoMR  alterations  in  the  commercial  fyftem  of 
the  colonies  for  preventing  a  contraband  trade 
with  the  French  and  Spaniards,  and  for  enlarging 
the  powers  of  the  courts  of  admiralty,  had  cre- 
ated great  uneafinefs  in  fome  parts  of  the  conti- 
nent ;  but  the  South-Carolinians,  whofe  commerce 
was  carried  on  agreeably  to  the  Britifh  laws  of 
trade  and  navigation,  were  very  little  affeded  by 
thefe  innovations.  Yet  the  parliamentary  claims 
of  taxation  and  unlimited  fupremacy  interefted 
every  American,  and  created  fufpicions  in  the 
minds  of  the  jealous  colonifts,  that  the  mother- 
country  harboured  defigns  unfriendly  to  their 
liberties. 

From  the  carliefc  period  of  the  Britifh  colo« 
nies,  till  the  acceflion  of  George  the  Third,  Great- 
Britain,  in  time  of  v/ar,  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
making  requifitions  for  fupplies  to  the  provincial 
alTemblies  j  thefe  were  fo   hberally  granted   by 

many 
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miarty  of  them,  and  particularly  by  that  of  South- 
Carolina,  that  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain  had 
fometimes  reimburfed  them  for  their  extraordi- 
nary exertions.  Till  the  year  1763  the  mother- 
country  contented  herfelf  with  the  great  advan. 
tages  refulting  from  a  monopoly  of  their  trade, 
and  with  the  fupplies  obtained  from  them  in  the 
way  of  requifition.  About  that  period  the  fcheme 
of  an  American  revenue,  to  be  laid  by  the  Britifli 
parliament,  and  colledled  in  the  colonies  without 
the  confent  of  their  local  Legillatures,  was  intro- 
duced. TheBritifli  miniftrywere  prompted  to  this 
innovation  by  the  immenfe  load  of  national  debt 
incurred  during  the  war,  which  in  that  year  had 
terminated.  They  conceived  that  every  part  of 
their  dominions  fhould  pay  a  proportion  of  the 
publick  debt ;  and  that  the  parliament  of  Great- 
Britain,  as  the  fupreme  power,  was  conftitution- 
ally  invefted  v/ith  a  right  to  lay  taxes  on  every 
part  of  the  empire.  This  doQirine,  fo  plaufible 
in  itfelf,  and  fo  conformable  to  the  letter  of  the 
Britifh  conflitution,  when  the  whole  dominions 
were  repvefented  in  one  alTembly,  was  reprobated 
in  the  colonies  as  fubverfive  of  their  rights,  and 
■contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  the  fame  governm.ent, 
when  the  empire  became  fo  far  extended  as  to  have 
many  diflind:  reprefentative  affemblJes,  The  co- 
lonifls  con-ceived  that  the  chief  excellence  of  the 
Britifli  conftitution  confided  in  the  rio-ht  of  the 
people  to  grant  or  withhold  taxes,  and  in  their 
having  a  fhare  in  the  enading  of  the  laws  by 
which  they  were  to  be  governed.     In  Great-Bri- 
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tain  a  tax  was  defined  to  be  a  tribute  exacted  hf 
the  fupreme  power  of  a  nation.  In  America  it  was 
faid  to  be  a  free  gift  of  the  people  to  their  rulers 
for  protection  and  fecurity.  In  the  mother-coun- 
try it  was  afferted  to  be  elTential  to  the  unity  of 
the  empire,  that  the  Britifh  parliament  fhould 
have  a  right  of  taxation  over  every  part  of  their 
extended  dominions.  In  the  colonies  it  was  be- 
lieved that  taxation  and  reprefentation  were  infe- 
parable,  and  that  they  could  neither  be  free  nor 
happy  if  their  property  could  be  taken  from  them 
without  their  confent.  The  Britifh  miniftry  rea- 
foned,  that  all  who  enjoyed  national  prote(3;ion 
fhould  pay  to  the  fupport  of  government.  The 
colonial  alTemblies  allowed  the  pofition,  but  con- 
tended they  were  to  be  judges  of  the  abilities  of 
their  conitituents,  and  had  the  exclufive  right  of 
impofmg  taxes  on  them.  They  alleged  farther, 
that  they  had  granted,  and  would  continue  to 
grant,  aids  to  his  Majefly  when  called  on  in  a  con- 
flitutional  way.  The  patriots  in  the  American  af- 
fembhes  infifted  that  it  was  efTential  to  liberty  and 
happinefs  that  the  people  fliould  be  taxed  by  thofe 
only  who  were  chofen  by  themfelves,  and  had  a 
common  interefl  with  them. — That  they,  being 
the  confumers,  ultimately  paid  Britifh  taxes  by 
purchafing  Britifh  manufactures. — That  if  Great- 
Britain  had  a  right  to  confine  their  trade,  and 
alfo  a  farther  right  of  laying  on  what  taxes  fhc 
pleafed,  they  were  in  a  moil  deplorable  condition 
of  abject  dependence.  Mr.  Locke's  celebrated 
pofition,  '  that  no  man  has  a  right  to  that  which 
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*  another  has  a  right  to  take  from  him,'  was  often 
quoted  as  a  proof  that  Britifh  taxation  virtually 
annihilated  American  property. 

Every  thing  in  the  colonies,  contributed  to  nou- 
rifli  a  fpirit  of  liberty  and  independence.  They 
were  planted  under  the  aufpices  of  the  Englifli 
conflitution  in  its  purity  and  vigour.  Many  of 
their  inhabitants  had  imbibed  a  large  portion  of 
that  fpirit  which  brought  one  tyrant  to  the  block, 
and  expelled  another  from  his  dominions.  They 
were  communities  offeparate  independent  indivi- 
duals, for  the  moil  part  employed  in  cultivating  a 
fruitful  foil,  and  under  no  general  influence,  but 
of  their  own  feelings  and  opinions ;  they  were 
not  led  by  powerful  families,  or  by  great  officers  in 
church  or  ftate.  Luxury  had  made  but  very  little 
progrefs  among  their  contented  unafpiring  far- 
mers. The  large  extent  of  territory  gave  each 
man  an  opportunity  of  filhing,  fowling  and  hunt- 
ing, without  injury  to  his  neighbour.  Every  inha- 
bitant was  or  eafily  might  be  a  freeholder.  Settled 
on  lands  of  his  own,  he  was  both  farmer  and  land- 
lord. Having  no  fuperior  to  whom  he  was  obliged 
to  look  up,  and  producing  all  the  neceflaries  of  life 
from  his  own  grounds,  he  foon  became  independ- 
ent. His  mind  was  equally  free  from  all  the  re- 
ftraints  of  fuperftition.  No  ecclefiaflical  eilablifh- 
ments  invaded  the  rights  of  confcience,  or  fettered 
the  free-born  mind.  At  liberty  to  acl  and  think, 
as  his  inclination  prompted,  he  difdained  the  ideas 
©f  dependence  and  fubjedion. 
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Colonies  planted  by  a  free  government,  and 
growing  up  to  maturity  under  circumftances  fo 
favourable  to  liberty  and  independence,  could  not 
confent  to  an  abridgment  of  their  privileges. 
They  conceived  that  the  rights  of  Britifh  fubjefts 
fliould  be  the  fame  on  the  weft  as  on  the  eaft  fide 
of  the  Atlantic,  and  that  therefore  no  tax  ftiould 
be  demanded  of  them  but  what  had  been  freely  - 
granted  by  themfelves  or  their  reprefentatives. 

The  firft  ftatute  that  roufed  the  colonifts  to 
cppofe  Britifli  taxation  was  the  memorable  ftamp- 
acl,  palled  in  the  year  1765.  By  this  it  was 
enacted,  that  the  inftruments  of  writing,  which 
arc  in  daily  ufe  amongft  a  commercial  people, 
fliould  be  null  and  void  in  law,  unlefs  they  were 
cxeruted  on  ftamped  paper  or  parchment,  charged 
with  a  duty  impofed  by  the  Britifh  parliament. 
This  was  an  ill-chofen  precedent  for  eftablifhing 
a  new  claim  ;  for,  if  carried  into  effefl:,  it  would 
foon  have  drained  the  colonies  of  all  their  circu- 
lating fpecie.  A  lefs  extenfive  tax  might  have 
paffed  unobferved  by  the  unfufpeding  colonifts  ; 
but  the  ftamp-a6l  was  fo  intimately  connected 
with  all  publick  and  private  bufinefs,  that  an 
united  vigorous  oppofition  to  its  taking  effect  was 
judged  indifpcnfably  neceffary.  To  concert  an 
uniform  line  of  conduct  to  be  adopted  by  the  dif- 
ferent colonies  on  this  trying  occafion,  a  Con- 
grefs  of  deputies  from  each  province  was  recom- 
mended. When  this  meafure  was  propofed  in 
the  alTembly  of  South-Carolina,  it  v/as  ridiculed 
by  an  huniorcus  member  in  words  to  the  follow- 
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ing  efFed  :  *  If  you  agree  to  the  propofition  of 
'  compofing  a  Congrefs  of  deputies  from  the  dif- 

*  ferent  Britifli  colonies,  what   fort  of  a  difh  will 

*  you  make.  New-England  will  throw  in  fifh  and 
'onions.  The  middle  ftates  flax-feed  and  flour. 
'  Maryland  and  Virginia  will  add  tobacco.  North- 

*  Carolina,  pitch,  tar  and  turpentine.  South-Ca- 
'  rolina,  rice  and  indigo,  and  Georgia  will  fprinkle 

*  the  whole  compofition  with  faw-dufi.  Such  an 
'  abfurd  jumble  will  you  make  if  you  attempt  to 
'  form  an  union  among  fuch  difcordant  materials 
'  as  the  thirteen  Britifli  provinces.'  A  flirewd 
country  member  replied,  '  he  would  not  choofe 
'  the  gentleman  who  made  the  objedion  for  his 
'  cook,  but  neverthelefs  he  would  venture  to  af- 
'  fert,  that  if  the  colonies  proceeded  judicioufly  in 
'  the  appointment  of  deputies  to  a  continental 
'  Congrefs,  they  would  prepare  a  difh  fit  to  be 
'  prefented  to  any  crowned  head  in  Europe.' 
Though  many  members  of  the  aflembly  thought 
the  fcheme  chimerical,  a  fmall  majority  adopted 
the  meafure,  and  appointed  delegates.  This  firfl: 
fl:ep  towards  continental  union  was  adopted  in 
South-Carolina  before  it  had  been  agreed  to  by 
any  colony  to  the  fouthward  of  New-England. 
The  example  of  this  province  had  a  confiderable 
influence  in  recommending  the  raeafure  to  others 
v;ho  were  more  tardy  in  their  concurrence.  The 
colonies,  on  this  occafion,  not  only  prefented  pe- 
titions, but  entered  into  aflbciations  againfl:  im- 
porting Britifli  manufadlures  till  the  flamp-ad 
fliould  be  repealed.  On  the  i8th  of  March  1766 
that  favourite  point  was  obtained.  This  conceflion 
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had  the  effedt  of  infp'iring  the  Americans  with 
high  ideas  of  the  neceffity  of  their  trade  to  Great- 
Britain.  Nothing  could  have  been  more  impolitick 
than  this  repeal,  provided  the  miniftry  of  England 
feridufly  intended  to  refume  the  fcheme  of  an 
American  revenue  ;  and  nothing  more  wife  had 
that  idea  been  for-ever  dropped.  The  experiment 
of  taxation  was  renewed  in  the  year  1767,  but  in 
a  more  artful  manner.  Small  duties  were  impofed 
on  glafs,  paper,  tea  and  painters  colours.  The 
colonies  again  petitioned  and  affociated  to  import 
no  more  Britifh  manufactures.  In  confequence  of 
which  all  the  duties  were  taken  off  excepting 
three-pence  a  pound  on  tea.  This  fccond  repeal 
increafed  the  confidence  of  the  colonifts,  and  en- 
couraged them  to  continue  their  oppofition  to  par- 
liamentary taxation. 

The  difputes  occafioned  by  thefe  abortive  at- 
tempts to  raife  a  revenue,  caufed  a  fermentation 
in  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  gave  birth  to 
many  enquiries  refpefting  their  natural  rights  and 
their  connexion  with  Great-Britain.  The  former 
produced  a  high  fenfe  of  liberty :  the  latter  a  ge- 
neral convidion  that  there  could  be  no  fecurity 
for  American  property  if  the  colonies  were  to  be 
taxed  at  the  difcretion  of  a  parliament  in  which 
they  were  unreprefented,  and  over  which  they 
had  no  control.  A  determination  to  oppofe  this 
new  claim  of  taxation,  however  difguifed,  very 
generally  took  pofTeffion  of  the  minds  of  the 
colonifts. 

Several 
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Several  incidents  about  this  time  concurred 
to  excite  the  fufpicions  and  jealoufies  of  the  Ame- 
ricans. The  repeal  of  the  ftamp-a£t  was  accom- 
panied by  the  a6t  commonly  called  the  declaratory 
ad,  in  which  it  was  enaded,  '  That  the  parlia- 
'  ment  of  Great-Britain  had  a  right  to  bind  the 
'  colonies  in  all  cafes  whatfoever.'  This  claim  of 
unlimited  fupremacy,  and  the  refervation  of  the 
duty  on  tea,  were  confidered,  on  the  weft  fide  of 
the  Atlantic,  as  evidences  that  an  American  re- 
venue was  intended.  Unwilling  to  contend  with 
the  mother-country  about  paper  claims,  and  at  the 
fame  time  determined  to  pay  no  taxes  but  fuch 
as  were  impofed  by  their  own  legiflatures,  the  co- 
lonies alTociated  to  import  no  more  tea,  but  re- 
laxed in  all  their  other  refolutions,  and  renewed 
their  commercial  intercourfe  with  Great-Britain. 

The  tax  on  tea  was  in  a  great  meafure  ren- 
dered a  barren  branch  of  revenue  by  the  Ameri- 
can refolution  of  importing  none,  on  which  the 
parliamentary  duty  was  charged.  In  the  year 
1773  a  fcheme  was  adopted  by  the  Eaft-India 
com-pany  to  export  large  quantities  of  that  com- 
modity, to  be  fold  on  their  account,  in  the  feveral 
capitals  of  the  Britilh  colonies.  This  meafure 
tended  fo  directly  to  contravene  the  American 
refolutions,  that  it  excited  great  commotions 
from  New-Hamplhire  to  Georgia^  The  colonifts 
reafoned  with  themfelves  that,  as  the  duty  and 
the  price  of  the  commodity  were  infeparably 
blended,   if  the  tea  was   fold,  every  purchafer 

would 
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would  pay  a  tax  Impofed  by  the  Brkiili  parlia* 
ment  as  part  of  the  purchafe-money.  Jealous  of 
the  defigns  of  the  mother-country,  and  determined 
never  to  fubmit  to  Britifh  taxation,  they  every 
where  entered  into  combinations  to  obflruQ:  the 
fales  of  the  tea  fent  out  by  the  Eaft-India  com- 
pany. The  cargo  fent  to  South-Carolina  was 
flored,  the  confignees  being  reftrained  from  ex* 
pofing  it  to  fale.  In  other  provinces,  the  landing 
of  it  being  forbidden,  the  captains  were  obliged 
to  return  without  difcharging  their  cargoes.  In 
Bofton  a  few  men  in  difguife  threw  into  the  river 
340  chcfls  of  it,  which  was  the  proportion  ex- 
ported to  that  province  by  the  Eaft-India  com- 
pany. This  trefpafs  on  private  property  provoked 
the  Britifh  parliament  to  take  legiilative  ven- 
geance on  that  devoted  town.  ""  An  ad  therefore 
was  immediately  palfed,  by  which  the  port  there- 
of was  virtually  blocked  up,  by  being  legally  pre- 
cluded from  lliipping  or  landing  any  goods,  wares 
or  merchandize.  Other  ads,  directed  by  the 
fame  policy,  fpeedily  followed.  "  One  of  thefe 
was  intitled  an  ad  for  the  better  regulating  the 
government  of  Maffachufetts.  The  objed  of  this 
was  effentially  to  alter  the  charter  of  the  province. 
By  it  the  whole  executive  government  was  taken 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  people,  and  the  nomina- 
tion of  all  officers  veRed  in  the  King  or  his  Go- 
vernor. ^  Soon  after  followed  afi  ad  in  which  it 
was  provided,  that  if  any  perfon  were  indided  for 

murder, 

*  See  note  i.     '-^  See  note  11.     "  See  note  iii. 
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murder,  or  for  any  other  capital  oiFence,  commit- 
ted in  aiding  magiftracy,  that  the  governor  might 
fend  the  perfon  fo  indided  to  another  colony,  or 
to  Great-Britain,  to  be  tried.  Thefe  proceedings, 
no  lefs  contrary  to  the  Britifh  conflitution  than  to 
the  chartered  rights  of  the  colonies,  were  an 
alarming  comment  on  the  alTumed  parliamentary 
claim  of  unlimited  fupremacy.  They  were  con- 
fidered,  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the 
other,  as  the  beginning  of  a  new  fyftem  of  colo- 
nial government,  by  which  the  provinces  were  to 
be  reduced,  to  a  much  greater  degree  of  depend- 
ence on  the  mother-country  than  they  had  ever 
experienced.  A  general  confederacy,  to  aid  the 
province  of  Maffachufetts  in  oppofing  the  execu- 
tion of  thefe  unconflitutional  adls,  very  foon  took 
place. 

The  proceedings  of  parliament  were  no  fooner 
known  in  Bofton  than  the  inhabitants  were  thrown 
into  the  greatefl  confternation.  Sundry  town- 
meetings  were  called  to  deliberate  on  the  alarming 
ftate  of  publick  affairs.  At  one  of  them,  viz.  on 
May  13th,   1774,  the  following  vote  was  paffed  : 

'  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  town,  that  if 

*  the  other  colonies  come  into  a  joint  refolution 
'  to  flop  all  importation  from  Great-Britain,  and 
'  exportation  to  Great-Britain  and  the  Wefl-In- 
'  dies,   till  the  aft  for  blocking  up  this  harbour  be 

*  repealed,  the  fame  will  prove  the  falvation  of 
'  North- America  and  her  liberties.  On  the  other 
'  hand,  if  they  continue  their  exports  and    im- 

D  ports, 
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'  ports,  there  is  high  reafon  to  fear  that  fraud, 
'  power,  and  the  moft  odious  oppreffion,  will  rifq 
'  triumphant  over  juftice,  right,  focial  happinefs 
'  and  freedom.  And  moreover,  that  this  vote  be 
*  tranfmitted  by  the  moderator  to  all  our  fifter 
'  colonies,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  this  town.' 

A  COPY  of  their  vote  was  immediately  forwarded 
to  the  other  provinces.  Upon  its  arrival  in  South- 
Carolina,  it  was  prefented  to  a  number  of  the 
principal  gentlemen  in  Charlefton.  They  were 
of  opinion  that  the  principles  of  policy  and  felf- 
prefervation  made  it  neceffary  to  fupport  the 
people  of  Boflon  ;  but  the  mode  pointed  out  was 
a  matter  of  too  much  confequencc  to  be  adopted 
without  the  univerfal  confent  of  the  people.  It 
was  therefore  determined  to  requefl  a  meeting  o 
the  inhabitants.  That  this  might  be  as  general 
as  poflible,  circular  letters  were  fent  by  exprefs  to 
every  parifh  and  diftrift  within  the  province.  In 
confequence  of  this  invitation,  on  July  6,  1774,  a 
very  great  number  from  almoft  every  part  of 
South-Carolina  met  at  Charlefton.  The  pro- 
ceedings of  the  parliament  againft  the  town  of 
Bofton  and  province  of  Malfachufetts  were  dif- 
tinOily  related  to  this  convention  of  the  people. 
On  which,  without  one  dlifenting  voice,  they 
came  into  the  following  refolutions  : 

*  Resolved, thathis  Majefty's  fubjeclsinNorth- 
«  America  owe  the  fame  allegiance  to  the  crown 
'  of  Great-Britain  that  is  due  from,  his  fubjefts 
'born  in  Great-Britain,  '  Resolved, 
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*  IIesolved,  that  his Majefly's  fubjeclsInNorth- 
'^  America  are  entitled  to  all  the  inherent  rights 
'  and  liberties  of  his  natural  born  fubje£ls  within 
'  the  kingdom  of  Great-Britain. 

'  Resolved,  that  it  is  repugnant  to  the  rights  of 

*  the  people,  that  any  taxes  fhould  be  impofed  on 

*  them.,  unlefs  with  their  own  confent  given  per- 
'  fonally  or  by  their  reprefentatives. 

'  Resolved,  that  it  is  a  fundamental  right, 
'  which  his  Majefly's  liege  fubjeds  are  entitled 
"  unto,  that  no  man  fnould  fuffer  in  his  perfon  or 
'  property  without  a  fair  trial,  and  judgment 
'  given  by  his  peers  or  by  the  law  of  the  land. 

*  Resolved,  that  all  trials  of  treafon,  or  for  any 
'  felony  or  crime  whatever,  committed  and  done 
'  in  this  his  Majefly's  colony  by  any  perfon  or 
'  perfons  reliding  therein,  ought  of  right  to  be 
'  had  and  conducted  in  and  before  his  Majefly's 

*  courts  held  within  the  faid  colony  according 
^  to  the  fixed  and  known  courfe  of  proceedings  ; 

*  and  that  the  feizing  any  perfon  or  perfons  re- 
'  liding  in  this  colony,  fufpecled  of  any  crime 
'  whatever  committed  therein,  and  fending  fuch 
'  perfon  or  perfons  to  places  beyond  the  fea  to  be 
'  tried,,  is  oppreflive  and  illegal,  and  highly  dero- 

*  gatory  to  the  rights  of  Britiih  fubjefts,  as  thereby 

*  the  ineflimable  privilege  of  being  tried  by  a  jury 

*  from  the  vicinage,  as  well  as  the  benefit  of  fum- 
'  moning  and  procuring  witnefTes  on  fuch   triai, 

*  will  be  taken  away  from  the  party  accufed. 

'  Resolved, 
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*  Resolved,  that  the  ftatute  made  in  the  35th 
'  year  of  Henry  viii,  chap.  2.  intitled.  An  a6: 
'  for  the  trial  of  treafons  committed  out  of  the 
'  King's  dominions,  does  not  extend,  and  cannot 
'  but  by  an  arbitrary  and  cruel  conftruction  be 
'  conflrued  to  extend,  to  treafon,  mifprifion  of 
'  treafon,  or  concealment  of  treafon,  committed  in 

*  any  of  his  Majefty's  American  colonies,  where 
'  there  is  fufficient  provifion,  by  the  law  of  the 

*  land,  for  the  impartial  trial  of  all  fuch  as  are 
'  charged  with,  and  for  the  due  punilhment  of, 

*  thefe  offences. 

«  Resolved,  that  the  late  a6l  for  (hutting  up 

*  the  port  of  Bofton,   and  the  two   bills   relative 

*  to  Bofton,    which,  by  the  lad  accounts   from 

*  Great-Britain,  had  been  brought  into  parliament, 

*  were  there  read  and  committed,  are  of  the  mofl 
'  alarming  nature  to  all  his  Majefty's  fubjefts  in 

*  America — are  calculated  to  deprive  many  thou- 

*  fand  Americans  of  their  rights,  properties  and 
'  privileges,  in  a  mod  cruel,  oppreiTive  and  uncon- 
'  ftitutional  manner— are  mofl  dangerous  prece- 
'  dents  ;  and,  though  levelled  immediately  at  the^ 
<  people  of  Bofton,  very  manifeflly  and  glaringly 

*  fhew,  if  the  inhabitants  of  that  town  are  intimi- 
«  dated  into  a  mean  fubmifTion  to  faid  acts,  that  the 

*  like  are  defigned  for  all  the  colonies,  when  not 
«  even  the  Ihadow  of  liberty  to  his  perfon,  or  of  fe- 
«  curity  to  his  property,  v/iU  be  left  to  any  of  his 
'  Majefly's  fubjeds  refiding  on  the  American  con- 
«  tinent. 

'  Resolved, 
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«  Resolved,  therefore,  that  not  only  the  didates 

*  of  humanity,  but  the  founded  principles  of  true 
<  policy  and  felf-prefervation,  make  it  abfolutely 
«  neceffary  for  the  inhabitants  of  all  the  colonies 

*  in  America  to  affift  and  fupport  the  people  of 
*■  Boflon,  by  all  lawful  ways  in  their  power,  and 

*  efpecially  to  leave  no  juilifiable  means  untried 
'  to  procure  a  repeal  of  thofe  ads  immediately  re- 
«  lative  to  them,  and  alfo  all  others  affecting  the 
«  conflitutional  rights  and  liberties  of  America  in 
'  general.     As  the  bell  means  to  effed  this  de- 

*  Arable  end, 

*  Resolved,  that  Henry  Middleton,  John  R'ut- 

*  ledge,  Chriflopher  Gadfden,  Thomas  Lynch,  and 
'  Edward  Rutledge,  Efquires,  be,  and  they  are 
'  hereby  appointed  deputies,  on  the  part  and  be- 
'  half  of  this  colony,  to  meet  the  deputies  of  the 

*  feveral  colonies  in  North- America  in  general  Con- 
'  grefs,  on  the  hrfl;  P*Ionday  in  September  next,  in 

*  Philadelphia,  or  at  any  other  time  and  place  that 

*  may  be  generally  agreed  on  there,  to  confider 
'  the  ad  lately  pafled,  and  bills  depending  in  par- 
'  liament,  with  regard  to  the  port  of  Bofton  and 
'  province  of  Maffachufetts ;  which  ad  and  bills,  in 
'  the  precedent  and  confequence,  affed  the  whole 
'  continent — alfo  the  grievances  under  which 
'  America  labours,  by  reafon  of  the  feveral  ads 

*  of  parliament  that  impofe  taxes  or  duties  for  raif- 
'  ing  a  revenue,  and  lay  unneceffary  reftridions 
'  and  burdens  on  trade  ;  and  of  the  ftatutes,  par- 
'  liamentary  ads,  and  royal  inftrudions,  which 

'  make 
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<  make  an  invidious  diftindion  between  his  Ma- 

*  jefty's  fubjefts  in  Great-Britain  and  America ; 

*  with  full  power  and  authority,    in  behalf  of  us 

*  and  our  conftituents,  to  concert,  agree  to,  and 

*  effe£lually  to  profecute  fuch  legal  meafures  (by 
'  which  we  for  ourfelves  and  them  mofl  folemn- 

*  ly  engage  to  abide)  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  faid 
'  deputies,  and  of  the  deputies  fo  to  be  aflembled, 

*  Ihall  be  mofl  likely  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  faid 

*  a^ls,  and  a  redrefs  of  thefe  grievances. 

*  Resolved,  that  while  the  oppreffive  a6i:s  rela^ 

*  tive  to  Bofton  are  enforced,  we  will  cheerfully, 

*  from  time  to  time,  contribute  towards  the  relief 

*  of  fuch  poor  perfons  there — whofe  unfortunate 

*  circumflances  may  be  thought  to  ftand  in  need 
'  of  mofl  affiftance. 

•  Resolved,  that  a  committee  of  ninety-ninc 
'  perfons  be  now  appointed,   to  ad  as  a  general 

*  committee,  to  correfpond  with  the  committees 

*  of  the  other  colonies,  and  to  do  all  matters  and 
'  things  neceffary  to  carry  thefe  refolutions  into 

*  execution  ;  and  that  any  twenty-one  of  them, 

*  met  together,   may  proceed  on  bufmefs,  their 
'  power  to  continue  till  the  next  general  meeting.' 

This  convention  of  the  people,  and  thefe  refo- 
lutions, laid  the  foundation  of  all  the  fubfequent 
proceedings,  which  ultimately  terminated  in  a  re- 
volution. The  deputies  appointed  on  this  occafion, 
in  a  little  time,  failed  for  Philadelphia ;  and,  on 
their  arrival,  were  foon  joined  by  others  inverted 

with 


(  n  ) 

with  fimilar  powers  by  the  feveral  provinces,  and 
appointed  for  the  fame  purpofes. 

In  this  manner,  by  the  general  confent  of  the 
people,  and  the  univerfal  alarm  for  their  liberties, 
a  new  reprefentative  body,  with  powers  to  bind  all 
the  American  provinces,  was  fpeedily  conftituted. 
The  continental  Congrefs  having,  on  the  26th  of 
Odober  1774,  finifhed  their  deliberations,  the 
South-Carolina  members  returned  home,  and  gave 
an  account  of  their  proceedings.  The  mod  im- 
portant of  which  were  as  follows  :  "^  Aftate  of  Ame- 
rican claims,  particularly  of  their  exclufive  right 
to  tax  themfelves,  and  to  regulate  their  internal 
polity  ;  ^  A  petition  to  the  King,  dating  their 
grievances,  and  praying  a  repeal  of  thirteen  A6ls 
of  parliament  which  impofed  taxes  on  them, 
or  interfered  in  their  internal  government  ;  ^  and 
an  aflbciation  to  fufpend  importations  of  Britifli 
goods,  and  the  exportation  of  American  produce, 
till  thefe  grievances  were  redreffed.  ^  They  alfo 
addrefled  the  people  of  Great-Britain, ''  and  the 
inhabitants  of  the  colonies.  With  great  energy 
of  language  they  juflified  their  proceedings  to 
both,  and  endeavoured  to  diffuade  the  former 
from  aiding  any  attempt  on  their  liberties,  and 
the  latter  from  a  tame  relinquifhment  of  them. 
To  give  efficacy  to  the  meafures  adopted  by  the 
deputies  at  Philadelphia,   it  was  determined,   by 

the 

^  See  note  iv.     ^  See  note  v.     ^  See  note  vr. 
^  See  note  vii.     ^  See  note  viii. 
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the  general  committee  in  Charlefton,  to  convene 
a  provincial  Congrefs,  by  elefting  reprefentatives 
from  every  parifh  and  diflrict  in  South-Carolina, 
and  to  fubmit  the  proceedings  of  the  continental 
Congrefs  to  their  judgment.  As  the  meafures 
about  to  be  adopted  depended  entirely  on  the  con- 
fent  of  the  people,  a  very  large  reprefentation  was 
thought  advifeable.  The  conftitutional  Aflembly 
confifted  only  of  forty-nine,  but  this  new  repre- 
fentative  body  confifted  of  more  than  two  hun- 
dred. The  members  of  the  conftitutional  Af- 
fembly  were  univerfally  members  of  the  Congrefs, 
but  with  this  diff'erence,  that  in  the  latter  capa- 
city they  could  neither  be  prorogued  nor  diffolved 
by  the  royal  governor.  This  firft  provincial  Con- 
grefs met  on  the  i  ith  of  January  1775,  and  took 
under  confideration  the  proceedings  of  the  conti- 
nental Congrefs  at  Philadelphia  in  the  clofe  of  the 
preceding  year.  "Without  one  diflcnting  voice 
they  gave  pubiick  thanks  to  their  late  deputies  to 
the  continental  Congrefs,  approved  their  pro- 
ceedings, and  refolved  to  carry  them  into  exe- 
cution. Domeftick  manufadlures  were  encou- 
raged. Donations  were  liberally  made  and  for- 
warded to  the  fuftering  inhabitants  of  Bofton,  and 
the  greatcft  zeal  was  difcovered,  by  a  large  ma- 
jority of  the  people,  to  comply  with  the  determi- 
nation of  thefe  new  made  reprcfentative  bodies. 
Left  the  felfiftmefs  of  individuals  might  break 
through  the  pubHck  refolutions,  committees  of  in- 
fpedUon  and  obfervation  were  appointed,  whofe 
bufinefs  it  was  to  fee  that  they  were  univerfally 

obeyed. 
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obeyed.  Peter  Timothy,  Efq.  the  chairman  of 
one  of  thefe  committees,  was  indefatigable  in  the 
execution  of  his  duty,  and,  from  time  to  time, 
faithfully  reported  to  the  general  committee  or 
provincial  Congrefs  every  tranfaftion  that  was  in- 
confiftent  with  the  meafures  adopted  by  thp 
country. 

The  firfl:  of  February  1775  was  the  day  fixed 
by  the  continental  Congrefs,  after  which  no  Bri- 
tifli  goods  fhould  be  imported.  Notv/ithftanding 
the  folemnity  with  which  the  refolutions  had  been 
adopted,  feveral  velfels  loaded  with  Britiih  goods 
arrived  in  the  harbour  after  that  period.  It  was 
doubtlcfs  prefumed  by  many  that  an  aifociation, 
fo  contrary  to  the  immediate  intereft  and  conve- 
nience of  fuch  great  numbers,  would  be  either 
violated  or  evaded.  But,  to  their  great  furprize^ 
ihey  found  the  refolutions  fo  well  obferved,  that 
a  fingle  article  could  not  be  landed,  and  that  they 
mud  either  throw  overboard  or  fend  back  their 
xiargoes.  A  veffel  arrived  in  March  1775  with 
a  few  articles  of  boufchold  furniture,  and  two 
borfes,  not  defigned  for  fale.  A  vote  of  the  ge- 
neral committee,  by  a  fmall  majority,  determined 
that  the  landing  of  thefe  articles,  not  being  in- 
tended for  trade,  was  not  contrary  to  the  conti- 
nental affociation.  The  people,  if  poffible,  more 
zealous  than  their  leaders,  refpe6lfully  petitioned 
the  general  committee  to  reconfidet  their  vote  on 
this  fubjeiil:.  Tv^o  hundred  and  fifty-fix  citizens 
having  concurred  in  this  application,  it  was  rc;- 
E  eonfidered-::- 
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confidered — the  former  vote  refcinded,  and  the 
horfes  and  houlhold  furniture  fent  back  to  Great- 
Britain, 

In  this  manner,  while  the  form  of  the  old 
government  fubfift ed,  a  new  and  independent  au- 
thority was  virtually  eftablilhed.  It  was  fo  uni- 
verfally  the  fenfe  of  the  people,  that  the  publick 
good  required  a  compliance  with  the  refolutions 
of  Congrefs  ;  that  any  man,  who  difcovered  an 
anxiety  about  the  continuance  of  trade  and  bu- 
fmefs,  was  confidered  as  a  felfifli  individual,  pre- 
ferring private  interefl  to  the  good  of  his  country. 
Under  the  influence  of  thefe  principles,  the  in- 
temperate zeal  of  the  populace  tranfported  them 
frequently  fo  far  beyond  the  limits  of  moderation, 
as  to  apply  fmgular  punifhments  to  particular  per- 
fons  who  contravened  the  general  fenfe  of  the 
community. 

This  was  the  third  time  that  a  fcheme  of  non- 
importation had  been  adopted.  From  its  fuccefs 
on  two  former  occafions,  and  an  apprehcnfion  that 
the  trade  of  America  was  neceffary  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  Great-Britain,  it  was  generally  hoped 
the  obnoxious  ads  would  foon  be  repealed.  The 
.non-exportation  of  produce  was  not  to  take  place 
till  the  loth  of  September  following,  and  was 
only  adopted  as  a  provifional  expedient  in  cafe 
the  other  fliould  fail.  An  appeal  to  arms,  inde- 
pendence, and  an  alliance  with  France,  were 
events  at  this  period  neither  intended  nor  ex- 

peded. 
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pe£led.  A  bloodlefs  felf-denying  oppofition  was 
all  that  South-Carolina  defigned,  and  was  all  the 
facrifice,  which,  as  fhe  fuppofed,  would  be  re- 
quired at  her  hands.  The  fubfequent  events 
proved  that  much  more  was  to  be  done,  and 
much  heavier  fufFerings  to  be  undergone,  before 
the  prize,  for  which  fhe  contended,  could  be 
obtained. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER    second/* 

Of   the    taking    of   arms. 

URING  the  firft  three  months  of  the  year* 
1775,  hopes  were  entertahied  that  Great- 
Britain  would  follow  file  fame  line  of  policy  which 
before  had  le"d  her  to  repeal  the  flamp-a£t.  The 
fanguine  friends  of  America  prefumed,  that  a  rigid 
adherence  to  their  refolutions  of  non-importatiort 
and  non-exportation  would  induce  the  mother- 
country  to  recede  from  her  demands.  Warm 
with  thefe  expectations,  they  looked  for  the  firfi 
veiTcls  from  Great-Britain,  after  the  winter  feffion 
of  parliament,  with  an  ardour  not  known  before. 
On  the  19th  of  April  ,1775,  a  packet  from  Lon- 
don reached  Charlefton;  but  with  intelligence  fub- 
verfive  of  the  plcafing  hopes  ot  a  fpeedy  accom- 
modation. On  that  fame  day  holVilities  were 
commenced  at  Lexington,  in  the  MaiTachufetts, 
by  a  detachment  ffom  the  royal  army  at  Bolton, 
againfl  the  inhabitants  of  that  province.  Within 
a  few  days  after  a  particular  account  of  that  bloody 
fcene  was  brought  to  the  general  committee  in 
Charlefron.  No  event  during  the  war  feemed  fo 
univerfally  to  interefl  the  minds  of  the  people.  All 
were  flruck  with  the  new  face  of  things,  and  now 
viev.-cd  the  contell  in  a  much  more  ferious  light. 
From  every  appearance  Great- Britain,  indead  of 
vcdreiling  American  grievances,  was  determined 
to   dragoon   the  colonifts   into  fubmiihon.     The 

fjjirit 
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fpirit  of  freedom,  beating  high  in  every  breafl^ 
could  not  brook  the  idea  ;  while  reafon,  more 
temperate  in  her  decifions,  fuggefted  to  the  people 
their  infufficiency  to  make  effedual  oppofition. 
They  were  fully  apprized  of  the  power  of  Britain 
— ^They  knew  that  her  fleets  covered  the  ocean, 
and  that  her  flag  had  waved  in  triumph  through 
the  four  quarters  of  the  globe — They  knew  that 
they  were  expofed  on  their  wefl;ern  frontiers  to 
the  irruptions  of  favage  tribes,  whofe  common 
rule  of  warfare  is  promifcuous  carnage — and  they 
were  not  ignorant  that  their  flaves  might  be  worked 
upon,  by  the  infidious  offer  of  freedom,  to  flay 
their  mafl:ers  in  the  peaceful  hour  of  domefl:ick  fe- 
curity.  The  province,  through  its  whole  extent  on 
thefea  coafl:,  which  isnearlytwohuhdred miles,  was 
acceflible  to  the  fleets  and  armies  of  Great-Britain. 
For  defence,  it  poflefled  but  a  few  fortifications, 
too  inconfiderable  for  particular  notice,  and  even 
thefe  were  held  by  the  officers  of  the  King.  The 
royal  governor  was  commander  in  chief  of  the 
militia  ;  and  all  the  officers,  being  of  his  appoint- 
ment, held  their  commiflions  during  his  pleafure. 
The  inhabitants  were  quite  defencelefs — without 
arms — without  ammunition — without  clothing— 
without  fliips — without  money — without  officers 
fliilled  in  the  art  of  war.  The  flores  of  the  mer- 
chants affbrded  no  fupplles,  as  the  importation  of 
arms  had  been  reffralned  by  the  refolutions  of 
Congrefs.  That  Great-Britain  would  commence 
hofliilities,  was  not  imagined — that  America  fliould 
have  recourfe  to  arms,  was  not  originally  in- 
tended; 
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tended ;  of  courfe  no  exception  was  made  to  the 
general  fcheme  of  non-importation.  Twelve  hun- 
dred ftand  of  mufquets  were  in  the  royal  maga- 
zine, but  they  could  not  be  obtained  without  the 
commiffion  of  an  overt  ad  of  treafon.  However, 
this  alarming  crifis  of  publick  affairs  dripped 
treafon  of  its  wonted  terrors — All  ftatutes  of  alle- 
giance were  confidered  as  repealed  on  the  plains 
of  Lexington,  and  the  laws  of  felf-prefervation 
left  to  operate  in  full  force — Accordingly,  on  the 
night  after  intelligence  of  actual  hoftilities  was  re- 
ceived, a  number  of  the  principal  gentlemen  in 
Charlefton  concerted  a  plan  to  take  poffeilion  of 
the  arms  and  accoutrements  in  the  royal  arfenal, 
which  they  inftantly  carried  into  execution.  They 
removed  them  that  night  from  the  arfenal,  and 
afterwards  diflributed  them  among  the  men  en- 
lifted  in  the  publick  fervice.  Lieutenant  governor 
Bull  immediately  offered  a  reward  of  one  hundred 
pounds  fterling  to  any  perfon  VN'ho  lliould  difcover 
the  perfons  concerned  in  this  bufmefs  ;  but  fuch 
as  had  the  power  had  not  the  inclination,  while 
the  few  who  had  the  inclination  v/ere  afraid  to 
incur  the  r'lik  of  informing. 

Hitherto  the  oppofition  to  Great-Britain  had 
been  entirely  conducted  on  commercial  principles; 
but  fhe,  difregarding  the  lolfes  confequent  on  the 
fufpenfion  of  her  American  trade,  and  turning  a 
deaf  ear  to  the  petitions  and  remonilrances  of  the 
colonifts,  had  ferioufly  refolved  to  enforce  their 
obedience.    The  Americans,  therefore,  now  found 

themfelves 
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themfelves  with  no  alternative  left,  but  a  mean 
fubiniffion,  or  a  manly  and  virtuous  refiftance. 
Though  the  colonifts  to  the  fouthward  of  Bofton 
were  not  immediate  fufFerers,  yet  they  were  fen- 
lible  that  a  foundation  was  laid  for  every  fpecies 
of  future  opprcflion.  The  news-papers  and  other 
publications,  thpugh  all  the  colonics,  were  filled 
with  arguments  and  declamations  to  the  following 
effeft  :  '  If  a  Britifh  parliament,  in  which  we  are 

*  unreprefented,  has  a  right  to  fhut  up  our  ports, 
'  to  tax  us  at  pleafure,  to  abolilh  our  charters,  and 
'  to  bind  us  in  all  cafes  whatfoever,  we  are  tenants 

*  at  will,  depending  on  the  good  humour  of  our 

*  fellow-fubjeds  for  all  our  poffefTions.' 

In  this  new  flate  of  matters,  the  provincial 
Congrefs  was  immediately  fummoned  by  the  ge- 
neral committee,  to  meet  in  twenty-three  days  at 
Charleflon.  The  reafons  ftatcd  for  this  unexpect- 
ed call  were  affigned  by  themfelves  in  the  follow- 
ing words : 

'  I.  Because  the  Britifh  troops,  in  the  pro- 
.*  vince  of  Maifachufetts,  did,  on  the  19th  of  April 

*  laft.  commence  a  civil  war  in  America,  with  force 
'  of  arms,  feizinganddeftroyingthe  property  of  the 
'  people  of  that  colony,  and  making  hollile  aflfaults 
'  on  their  perfons,  whereby  many  of  them  fell  in 
'  battle  in  defence  of  the  property  and  liberty  of 
'  America.  A  condudl  in  the  Britifn  troops  a- 
'  mounting  in  effetil:  to  a  dircft  and  hoflile  attack 

'  upon 
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*  upon  the  whole  people  of  this  continent,  threat* 

*  cning  them  with  all  the  calamities  of  flavery. 

<  II.  Because  this  colony  cannot  difcharge  her 
^  duty  in  defence  ot  American  freedom,  unlefs 
'  we  are  put  into  a  ftate  of  fecurity  againfl  any 

*  immediate  attack  by  the  Britifli    arms.     This 

*  colony  being  in  a  manner  fo  totally  defencelefs, 

*  that  if  only  a  fmall  Britifh  military  force  fhould 
'  arrive,  while  things  are  in  fo  deplorable  a  fitua- 

*  tion,  they  might  eafily  take  pod  in  Charlefton, 
'  where  the  continuance  of  the  provincial  Con- 
^  grefs,  and  general    committee,  would   thereby 

*  become  not  only  dangerous,  but  impradicable  ; 
'  and  there  not  being  any  body  of  men  to  enforce 
^  the  execution  of  the  American  aflbciation,  there 

*  is  every  probability  that,  in  fuch  a  fituation  of 
^affairs,  it  would  be  immediately  violated.     A 

*  circumflance  that  might  be  of  the  mofl  fatal 
^  confequence  to  America, 

'III.  Because  there  arc  juft  grounds  to  ap- 
'  prchend  an  infurredion  of  the  flaves,  and  hoftih- 
'  ties  from  the  Indians,  inftigated  by  the  tools  of 
'  a  wicked  adminiflration. 

'  IV.  Because  the  formidable  military  and  na- 
'  val  forces,  lately  fent  from  Great-Britain  to  re- 
•'  inforce  the  army  in  Bofton,  manifell  the  ae- 
"  curfed  defign  of  the  Britifh  miniflry  to  endea- 
■*  vour  to  quell  the  American  troubles  by  the  law 
^  of  arms,  and  not  to  quiet  them  by  the  laws  of 

'  reafoij 
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*  reafon  and  juftice.     Hence,  defpairing  of  a  re- 

*  drefs  of  grievances  by  dutiful  and  peaceable 
«  applications,  long  unavailingly  prefented  to  his 
«  Britannic  Majefty,  we  fee  no  alternative  but  that 
'  we  fubmit  to  abjedl  flavery,  or  appeal  to  the 
'  Lord  of  Hofts  in  defence  of  the  common  and 

<  unalienable  rights  peculiar  to  Englifhmen.' 

So  great  was  the  zeal  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
fo  general  the  alarm  throughout  the  province,  that 
one  hundred  and  feventy-two  members  of  the 
provincial  Congrefs  met  on  the  day  appointed, 
the  firft  of  June  1775,  and  proceeded  with  fuch 
affiduity,  that  they  finifhed  a  great  deal  of  impor- 
tant buiinefs  in  a  fliort  feffion  of  twenty-two  days. 
Great  were  the  obje£ls  which  came  before  this 
affemblv.  Hitherto  the  only  facrifices  demanded 
at  the  Ihrine  of  liberty,  were  a  fufpenfion  of  trade 
and  bufmefs ;  but  now  the  important  queftion 
was  agitated,  whether  it  was  better  to  *  live  Haves 

<  or  die  freemen.' 

On  the  fecond  day  of  their  meeting  it  was  una- 
nimoufly  refolved,  that  an  alfociation  was  necef- 
fary.  The  following  one  was  drawn  up  and  figned 
by  their  prcfident  Henry  Laurens,  efq.  and  all 
the  members  prefent,  and  aftervv^ards  very  gene- 
rally by  the  inhabitants. 

*  S  O  U  T  H  -  C  A  R  O  L  I  N  A. 

*  The     adual     commencement    of  hoftilities 

*  agalnfl  this  continent  by  the  Britifa  troops,  in 

F  '  the 
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*  the  bloody  fcene  on  the  19th  of  April  lail,  near 
'  Boflon- — the  increafe  of  arbitrary  impofitions 
'  from  a  wicked  and  defpotick  miniftry — and  the 
'  dread  of  infurreclions  in  the  colonies — are 
'  caufes  fufficient  to  drive  an  opprefled  people  to 

*  the  ufe  of  arms.  We,  therefore,  the  fubfcri- 
'  bers,  inhabitants  of  South-Carolina,  holding 
'  ourfelves  bound  by  that  mofl;  facred  of  all  obli- 

*  gations — the  duty  of  good  citizens  towards  an 
'  injured  country,  and  thoroughly  convinced  that, 
'  under  our  prefent  diftrelTed  circumftances,  we 
«  fliall  be  juftihed  before  God  and  man  in  refifl- 
'  inp-  force   by  force — do  unite    ourfelves   under 

*  every  tie  of  religion  and  honour,  and  affociate 

*  as  a  band  in  her  defence  againft  every  foe — 

*  hereby  folemnly  engaging  that,  whenever  our 
'  continental  or  provincial  councils  fl'iall  decree  it 

*  neceiTary,  we  will  go  forth,  and  be  ready  to  fa- 
'  crifice  our  lives  and  fortunes  to  fecure  her  free- 
'  dom  and  fafety.  This  obligation  to  continue  in 
'  full  force  until  a  reconciliation  fliall  take  place 
'  between  Great-Britain  and  America,  upon  con- 
'  (litutional  principles— -an  event  which  we  mofl 
*■  ardently  deiire.  And  we  will  hold  all  thofe  per- 
'  fons  inimical  to  the  liberty  of  the  colonies  who 
'  fhall  refufe  to  fubfcribe  this  aifociation.' 

WiTHii-i  three  days  after,  it  was  refolved  to  raife 
two  regiments  of  foot,  and  a  regiment  of  rangers, 
and  to  put  the  town  and  province  in  a  refpeftable 
pailure  of  defence.  Thefe  reiolutions  were  de- 
liberately agreed  to,  after  counting  the  cofl.    Efli- 

mates 
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mates  of  expences  were  laid  before  the  provincial 
Congrefs,  by  which  it  appeared  that  the  meafures 
adopted  would  coft  the  province,  the  firft  year,  one 
hundred  and  forty  thoufand  pounds  fterling.  The 
language  of  the  times  was,  '  we  will  freely  give 
*  up  half,  or  even  the  whole  of  our  cftates  for 
'  the  fecurity  of  our  liberties.'  To  defray  thefe 
expences  bills  of  credit  were  llruck,  which,  with- 
out being  a  tender  in  law,  and  though  funded  on 
nothing  but  the  confent  and  enthuiiafm  of  the 
people,  retained  their  credit  undiminiflied  for 
eighteen  months,  and  anfwered  every  purpofe  of  a 
circulating  medium. 

So  great  was  the  military  ardour  among  the 
gentlemen  of  the  province,  that  the  candidates  for 
commiflions  in  the  propofed  regiments  were  four 
times  as  numerous  as  could  be  employed,  and  in 
their  number  were  many  of  the  firll  families  and 
fortune.  They  who  were  appointed  by  their 
country,  for  the  command  of  its  regular  forces, 
obtained  rank  by  the  vote  of  the  provincial  Con- 
grefs, in  the  following  order  : 

Chriftopher  Gadfden,  col.  '^     r   ^     n  n. 

^r       TT  T  1  f   or  the  nrlt  reg;i- 

Ilaac  Huffer,  lieut.  col.  >-  r  r 

„         T^  °  ,  \    ment  or  root. 

Ov;^en  Koberts,  major,  J 


William  Moultrie,  col.  ~}   ^r  .1  ^  r,^^^  1 

'  f    or  the  iecond  re 

Ifaac  Motte,    lieuc.  col. 
Alexander  M'lntofli,  major. 


giment  of  foot, 

William 
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William  Thomfon,  lieut.  col. 
James  Mayfon,  major. 


of  the  regiment 
of  rangers. 


I   Cha.  Cotefworth  Pir 

ickney,  ^ 

2  Bernard  Elliot, 

3  Francis  Marion, 

4  William  Cattell, 

5  Peter  Horry, 

6  Daniel  Horry, 

7  iidam  M'Donald, 

8  Thomas  Lynch,  junior. 

9  William  Scott, 

Captains 

in 

lo  John  Barnwell, 

the  I  ft  and 
regiments 

2d 

1 1  Nicholas  Eveleigh, 

of 

12  James  M'Donald, 

foot. 

13  Ifaac  Harlefton, 

14  Thomas   Pinckney, 

15  Francis  Huger, 

16  WiUiam  Mafon, 

17  Edmund  Hyrne, 

18  Roger-P.  Sanders, 

19  Benjamin  Cattell, 

20  Charles  Motte, 

- 

1  Samuel  Wife, 

2  Ezekiel  Polk, 

3  John  Caldwell, 

4  Eli  Kerihaw, 

5  Robert  Goodwyn, 

6  Mofes  Kirkland, 

7  Edward  Richardfon, 

8  Thomas  Woodward, 

9  John  Purves, 


Captains  in 
the  regiment 
of  rangers. 
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I  Anthony  Afhby, 
1  James  Ladfon, 

3  John  Vanderhorft, 

4  John  Mouatt, 

5  Thomas  Elliott, 

6  William  Oliphant, 

7  Glen  Drayton, 

8  Jofeph  Joor, 

9  Robert  Armftrong, 

I  o  John  Blake, 

I I  Alexander  McQueen, 

12  James  Peronneau, 

13  Richard  Shubrick, 

14  Richard  Fuller, 

15  Richard  Singelton, 

16  John- Allen  Walter, 

17  Benjamin  Dickinfon, 

18  William  Charnock, 

19  Thomas  Lefefne, 
2,0  Thomas  Moultrie, 

I  John-Lewis -Peyer  ImhofF, 
3  Charles  Heatley, 

3  Allen  Cameron, 

4  Richard  Winn, 

5  John  Donaldfon, 

6  Hugh  Middleton, 

7  Lewis  Dutarque, 

8  Francis  Boyakin, 

9  Samuel  Watfon, 


FIrft  lieute- 
nants in  the 
I  ft  and  2d 
regiments  of 
foot. 


Firll  lieute- 
l  nants  of  the 
regiment     of 
rangers. 


In 
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In  this  manner,  in  a  few  weeks  after  the  Lex- 
ington battle,  the  popular  leaders  became  poflefled 
of  an  army  and  trcafury  at  their  command. 
The  militia  officers  alfo  having  refigned  their  com- 
miffions  under  the  royal  governor,  were,  by  their 
own  confent,  fubjedled  to  the  orders  of  the  pro- 
vincial Congrefs.  The  following  gentlemen  were 
chofen  a  council  of  fafety :  col.  Henry  Laurens, 
col.  Charles  Pinckney,  the  hon.  Rawlins  Lowndes, 
Thomas Fergufon,  Miles  Brewton,  Arthur  Middle- 
ton,  Thomas  Heyward,  junior,  Thomas  Bee,  and 
John  Huger,  efqrs.  col.  James  Parfons,  hon.  Wil- 
liam-Henry Drayton,  Benjamin  Elliott,  and  Wil- 
liam Williamfon,  efquires.  To  this  council  the 
provincial  Congrefs  delegated  authority  to  certify 
commiffions,  to  fufpend  officers,  and  to  order 
courts-martial  for  their  trial ;  to  have  the  direc- 
tion, regulation,  maintenance  and  ordering  of  the 
army,  and  of  all  mihtary  eflablifhments  and  ar- 
rangements, and  to  draw  on  the  treafury  for  the 
demands  of  the  publick  fervice. 

During  the  fitting  of  this  Congrefs,  which  had 
in  fo  many  inflances  invaded  the  royal  prerogative, 
lord  William  Campbell,  governor  of  the  province, 
arrived,  and  was  received  with  all  the  demonftra- 
tions  of  joy  ufual  on  fimilar  occafions.  The  pro- 
vincial Congrefs  waited  on  him  with  the  following 
addrefs : 

'  May  it  pleafe  your  excellency, 
*  We,    his  Majefly's  loyal  fubjefts,  the  repre- 

*  fentatives 
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*  fentativcs  of  the  people  of  this  colony,  in  Con- 
'  grefs  aifembled,  beg  leave  to  difclofe  to  your  ex- 

*  cellency  the  true  caufes  of  our  prefent  proceed- 

*  ings,  not  only  that  upon  your  arrival  among  us 
'  you  may  receive  no  unfavourable  impreffion  of 
'  our  condu6t,  but  that   we  may  ftand  juftified 

*  to  the  world, 

*  When  the  ordinary  modes  of  application  for  re- 
'  drefs  of  grievances,  and  the  ufual  means  of  defence 
'  againfl  arbitrary  impofitions,  have  failed,  man- 
'  kind  generally  have  had  recourfe  to  thofe  that  are 
'  extraordinary  :  hence  the  origin  of  the  continen- 
'  tal  Congrefs  ;  and  hence  the  prefent  reprefenta- 

*  tion  of  the  people  in  this  colony.  It  is  unnecef- 
'  fary  to  enumerate  the  grievances  of  America : 
«  they  have  been  fo  often  reprefented,   that  your 

*  excellency  cannot  be  a  ftranger  to  them.  Let 
'  it  therefore  fuffice  to  fay,  that  the  hands  of  his 
'  Majeily's  miniilers,  having  long  lain  heavy,  now 

*  prefs  us  with  intolerable  weight.  We  declare  that 
'  no  love  of  innovation,  no  deiire  of  altering  the 
'  conftitution  of  government,  no  lufl  of  indepen- 

*  dence,  has  had  the  lead  influence  upon  our  coun- 
*■  fels  ;  but,  alarmed  and  roufed  by  a  long  fuccef- 
'  fion  of  arbitrary  proceedings  by  wicked  admini- 

*  ftrations,  impreiTsd  with  the  greatefl  apprehen- 

*  fion  of  inftigated  infurredions,  and  deeply  affeft- 
«  ed  by  the  commencement  of  hoftilities  by  the 

*  Britiih  troops  againft  this  continent,    folely  for 

*  the  prefervation  and  in  defence  of  our  lives,  li- 

*  berties  and  properties,    we  have  been  impelled 

*  to  affociate,  and  to  take  up  arms.  *  We 
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*  We  fincerely  deplore  thofe  flanderous  infor- 

*  mations,  and  wicked  counfels,  by  which  his  Ma- 

*  jefly  has  been  led  into  meafures,  which,  if  per- 

*  fifted  in,  mull  inevitably  involve  America  in  all 
« the  calamities  of  civil  war,  and  rend  the  Britifh 
'  empire.     We  only  defire  the  fecure  enjoyment 

*  of  our  invaluable  rights,  and  we  wilh  for  nothing 
«  more  ardently  than  a  fpeedy  reconciliation  with 
'  our  mother-country,    upon  conftitutional  prin- 

*  ciples. 

*  Conscious  of  the  juflice  of  our  caufe,  and 

*  the  integrity  of  our  views,  we  readily  profefs  our 
'  loyal  attachment  to  our  Sovereign,  his  crown  and 
'  dignity  ;  and,  trufling  the  event  to  Providence, 

*  we  prefer  death  to  flavery. 

'  These  things  wc  have  thought  it  our  duty  to 

*  declare,  that  your  excellency,  and,  through  you, 

*  our  auguft   Sovereign,  our  fellow-fubjecls,  and 

*  the  whole  world,   may  clearly  underhand  that 

*  our  taking  up  arms  is  the  refult  of  dire  necef- 

*  fity,   and  in  compliance  with  the  firfl:  law  of 

*  nature. 

'  We  intreat  and  truft,  that  your  excellency 
'  will  make  fuch  a  reprefentation  of  the  ftate  of 
'  this  colony,  and  of  our  true  motives,  as  to  aiTure 

*  his  Majefty  that,  in  the  midR  of  all  our  compli- 
'  cated  diftrelTes,    he  has  no  fubjedts  in  his  wide 

*  extended  dominions,  who  more  fincerely  defire 

*  to  teftify  their  loyalty  and   affedion,    or  who 

*  would 
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^  would  be  more  willing  to  devote  their  lives  and 
^  fortunes  in  his  real  fcrvice.' 

To  this  addrefs,  prefented  on  the  2iil:  of  June 
1775,  in  behalf  of  the  Congrefs,  by  a  large  depu- 
tation of  their  number,  his  excellency  lord  Wil- 
liam Campbell  made  the  following  anfwer  ; 

*  Gentlemen, 
'  I  KNOW  of  no  reprefentatives  of  the  people  of 
'  this  province,  except  thofe  conftitutionally  con- 
'  vened  in  the  general  aifembly ;  and  am  incompe- 
'  tent  to  judge  of  the  difputes  which  at  prefent  un- 
'  happily  fubfift  between  Great-Britain  and  the 
'  American  colonies. 

'  It  is  impolTible,  during  the  fhort  interval  nnce 
'  my  arrival,  that  I  Ihould  have  acquit  ed  fuch  a 
'  knowledge  of  the  ftate  of  the  province,  as  to  be 
'  at  prefent  able  to  make  any  reprefentation  there- 
'  upon  to  his  Majelly  ;  but,  you  may  be  affured, 
'  no  reprefentation  fliall  ever  be  made  by  me,  but 
'  what  fhall  be  ftricliy  confiftent  with  truth,  and 
'  with  an  earned  endeavour  to  promote  the  real 
'  happinefs  and  profperity  of  the  province.' 

Opposition  having;  been  carried  much  further 

o 

by  this  Congrefs  than  was  originally  intended  at 
the  time  of  their  eleQ:ion,  they  refolved  to  give 
the  people  a  frefli  opportunity  to  exprcfs  their  un- 
biaifed  judgment  on  the  fcate  of  publick  affairs,. 
Thev  therefore  determined,  that  their  own  exift- 

G  cnc; 
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dice  as  a  body  fhiould  expire  in  about  fix  weeks,- 
viz.  on  the  fixth  of  Augull  next  following  ;  and 
that  a  new  eleclion  fliouM  be  held  on  the  twofuc- 
ceeding  days  for  a  new  provincial  Congrefs.  On 
the  22d  of  June  1775  they  adjourned,  having  hrft 
delegated  a  great  part  of  their  authority  to  the 
council  of  fafety  and  the  general  committee,  the 
former  of  which  was  in  the  nature  of  an  executive, 
and  the  latter  of  a  legiilative  authority.  It  was  par- 
ticularly recommended  to  the  general  committee, 
to  take  eifedlual  methods  to  have  the  aflbciation 
figned  throughout  the  province,  and  to  demand 
from  the  non-fubfcribers  the  reafons  of  their  re- 
fufal.  Excepting  in  that  part  of  the  country  in- 
cluded between  the  Broad  and  Saluda  rivers 
the  non-fubfcribers  were  comparatively  few.  In 
Charleilon,  where  the  general  committee  fat,  their 
number  amounted  to  about  forty.  The  greatefl 
part  of  thefe  were  officers  living  on  falaries  paid 
by  his  Britannick  majelty.  They  and  others  in 
the  fame  predicament  were  advertifed  as  inimical 
to  the  Hberties  of  America,  and  all  intercourfe  be- 
tween them  and  the  Affociators  was  interdifted. 
An  oath  of  neutrality  was  required  of  all,  to  v/hich 
fome  agreed.  Thofe  who  refufed  were  difarmed, 
and. a  few,  who  would  not  enter  into  any  engage- 
ments for  the  publick  fecurity,  were  confined  to 
their  houfes  and  plantations. 

The  people  having  concurred  with  the  views 
of  Congrefs  in  a  military  oppofition,  vaiijus  plans 
were  fuggcfled  for  the  defence  of  the  province. 

Some 
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Some  thought  it  neceffary  to  obftrud  the  bar, 
by  finking  velTds  fo  as  to  exclude  the  approach 
of  Hiips  of  war.  Others  propofed  abandoning  the 
town,  and  making  their  fland  in  the  country. 
Many  meafurements  were  made,  and  much  ex- 
pence  incurred,  to  accomplifii  the  firfl:,  but  it  was 
at  laft  abandoned  as  impradicable.  Neverthelefs 
a  fpirited  refolution  was  adopted  to  defend  the 
town  to  the  lad  extremity. 

At  the  time  all  thefe  military  preparations 
were  making,  the  whole  quantity  of  powder  in 
the  province  did  not  exceed  three  thoufand 
pounds.  The  people  not  originally  defigning  a 
military  oppofition,  no  care  was  taken  to  provide 
flores  ;  but  now,  reduced  to  the  alternative  of 
fighting  or  fubmitting,  extraordinary  methods 
w^ere  taken  to  obtain  a  fupply.  The  inhabitants 
of  Eafl-Florida  having  never  joined  in  meafures 
of  oppofition  to  Great-Britain,  the  ports  of  that 
province  were  open  for  the  purpofes  of  trade. 

Twelve  perfons,  in  which  number  were  cap- 
tains Tempirere,  Cochran,  Hatter,  Tufts,  Joyner; 
Meifrs.  Tebant,  Wiiliamfon  and  Jenkins,  authoriz- 
ed by  the  council  of  fafety,  failed  from  Charleiton 
for  that  coaft  ;  and,  by  furprize,  boarded  a  veffel 
near  the  bar  of  St.  Augufline,  though  twelve  Bri- 
tifh  grenadiers,  of  the  14th  regiment,  were  on 
board.  They  took  out  fifteen  thoufand  pounds  of 
powder,  for  which  they  gave  a  bill  of  exchange  to 
the  captain,  and  having  fecured  a  fafe  retreat  to 

themfelves. 
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ilierafelves,  by  fpiking  the  guns  of  the  powder 
velTel,  they  fct  fail  for  Carolina.  ^Apprehending 
that  they  fiiould  be  purfued,  they  fleered  for 
Beaufort.  From  that  place  they  came  by  the  in- 
land navigation,  and  delivered  their  prize  to  the 
council  of  fafety,  whilft  their  purfuers  were  look- 
ing for  them  at  the  bar  of  Chariefton.  This  fea- 
fonable  fupply  enabled  the  people  of  South-Caro- 
lina to  oblige  their  fuiterins:  brethren  in  Maffachu- 

o  o 

fetts,  who,  though  immediately  expofed  to  the 
Britifli  army,  were  in  a  great  meafure  deftitute 
of  that  neceifary  article  of  defence.  Part  of  this 
powder,  v/hich  was  taken  near  the  bar  at  St.  Au- 
gufline,  was  alfo  furnifhed  to  the  troops  who  went 
in  the  year  1775  on  the  expedition  into  Canada. 
Though  the  popular  leaders  had  determined  on  a 
military  oppofition,  yet  Fort  Johnfon  on  James- 
IHand,  which  commanded  the  harbour  of  Charief- 
ton, continued  in  polTeffion  of  the  King's  fervants 
for  more  than  tli'-ee  months  after  thefe  refolutions 
were  adopted.  The  Tamar  floop  of  war,  and  Che- 
rokee armed  veflel  of  eighteen  guns,  lay  in  rebel- 
lion road  oppofite  to  SuUivan's  ifland.  This  force 
was  at  that  time  fully  fufficient  to  have  deftroyed 
the  town  ;  but  the  royal  officers,  either  from  an 
apprehenfion  that  indifcriminate  violence  could 
not  be  juilified,  or  from  a  contempt  of  the  po- 
pular party,  attempted  nothing  vigorous  or 
decifive. 

About  the  middle  of  September  1775,  the  ge- 
neral committee  became  polTeiTed  of  intelligence 

from 
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from  lord  William  Campbell  '  That  the  King  of 
'  Great-Britain  was  refolved  to  carry  his  fcheme 
'  into  execution  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to 
«  the  other,  and   that  troops  would  foon  be  fent 

*  out  to  all  the  colonies.'  On  the  next  evening 
it  was  refolved,  '  That  proper  meafures  ought  to 
'  be  immediately  taken,  to  prevent  Fort  Johnfon 
'  being  made  ufe  of  to  the  prejudice  of  the  colo- 

*  ny.'  This  refoiution  being  communicated  to 
the  council  of  fafety,  they  iflued  the  neceifary 
orders  for  fecuring  that  important  poft.  Colonel 
Motte,  with  a  party  of  the  new  raifed  provincials, 
was  appointed  to  execute  this  firfl  military  enter- 
prize,  under  the  authority  of  the  council  of  fafety. 
On  the  night  on  which  he  embarked,  before  he 
landed  on  the  ifland,  the  fort  was  difraantled,  the 
guns  difmounted,  and  the  people  belonging  to  it 
retired  On  board  the  Cherokee  and  Tamar  vefTels 
of  war.  On  the  following  night  captain  Hey  ward, 
with  thirty-five  of  the  Charlefton  artillery,  landed 
at  the  fort ;  and  notwithftanding  an  inceffant  rain, 
they  had  three  guns  ready  for  adion  before  the 
dawning  of  day.  The  officers  of  the  men  of  war, 
then  in  the  harbour,  difcovered  a  ftrong  inclina- 
tion to  fire  upon  the  fort ;  but,  for  very  prudent 
reafons,  defifted  from  the  attempt. 

The  popular  leaders  iffued  orders,  forbidding 
the  King's  victuallers  to  fupply  the  men  of  war 
with  provifions  and  water,  otherwife  than  from 
day  to  day.  After  fundry  letters  and  melfages 
had  paffed  on  this  fubjeft,  captain  Thornborough, 

of 
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of  the  Hoop  Tamar,  gave  publick  notice,  '  That 

*  if  his  Majefty's   agents  in  Chariefton  were  not 

*  permitted  regularly,  and  without  moleflation,  to 

*  fupply  the  King's  Ihips  Tamar  and  Cherokee 
'  with  fuch  provilions  as  he  thought  neceffary  to 
'  demand,  he  would  not  from  that  day,  fo  far  as  it 

*  was  in  his  power,  fuffer  any  veflel  to  enter  the 
'  harbour  of  Chariefton  or  depart  from  it/  Much 
was  cxpefted  from  this  well-timed  threat.  The 
royal  fervants  had  flattered  themfelves  that  the 
oppofuion  was  entirely  owing  to  a  few  ambitious 
demacrorrues  in  Chariefton. 


o    o 


The  new  provincial  Congrefs  met,  agreeably 
to  their  original  appointment,  on  the  ift  of  No- 
vember 1775.  ^"  ^^^^  *^^y  capt.  I'hornborough 
fent  this  menacing  letter  to  the  chairman  of  the 
general  committee.  This  Congrefs  had  been 
chofen  fubfequent  to  the  late  refolution  for  raif- 
ing  troops,  and  refifting  Great-Britain.  The  royal 
fervants  prefumed  that  the  people  at  large  would 
not  juftify  thefe  invafions  of  their  mafter*s  prero- 
gative ;  and,  as  they  had  lately  had  an  opportunity 
given  by  a  general  and  free  eledion  to  exprefs 
their  real  opinions  on  the  ftate  of  the  province, 
that  the  new  Congrefs  would  reverfe  the  determi- 
nations of  the  former.  They  were  encouraged  in 
thefe  ill-founded  hopes  by  a  petition  of  three  hun- 
dred and  fixty-eight  inhabitants  of  Chariefton, 
who  had  requefted  the  council  of  fafety  to  defift, 
till  the  meeting  of  the  new  Congrefs,  from  the 
execution  of  a  plan  which  was  patronized  by  a 

number 
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number  of  leading  men,  for  driving  the  king's 
fliips  out  of  the  harbour,  and  for  obftrufting  the 
bar.  To  the  great  furprife  of  the  king's  officers, 
the  new  provincial  Congrefs,  inftead  of  receding 
from  the  refolution  of  the  former,  took  methods 
to  ward  off  the  injuries  that  might  arife  from  the 
execution  of  the  menaces  of  capt.  Thornborough. 
They  fent  out  two  armed  pilot  boats  with  orders  to 
cruife  near  the  bar,  and  to  caution  all  velfels  def- 
tined  for  Charlefton  to  fleer  for  fome  other  port. 

The  late  Congrefs  in  June  had  agreed  to  arm 
the  colony  ;  but  many  flill  fliuddered  at  the  idea 
of  hoftile  operations  againft  their  former  friends 
and  fellow-fubjcds.  It  was  at  length,  after  much 
debating,  refolved  by  the  new  Congrefs,  on  the 
9th  of  November  1775,  to  dired  the  American 
officer  commanding  at  Fort  Johnfon,  '  by  every 
'  military  operation,  to  endeavour  to  oppofe  the 
'  paflage  of  any  Britiih  naval  armament  that  might 
*  attempt  to  pafs.'  Though  the  fort  had  been  in 
the  poffeffion  of  the  council  of  fafety  for  near  two 
months,  yet  a  variety  of  motives  reftrained  them 
from  iiTuing  orders  to  fire  on  the  King's  fhips. 
"When  this  refolution  was  adopted,  they  commu- 
nicated it  by  the  following  letter,  addreffed  to 
capt.  Thornborough,  commander  of  the  Tamar 
floop  of  war. 

«  BY 
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^BY   ORDER   OF   CONGRESS. 

'  Charlefton,  Nov.  9,  1775, 
'  Sir, 
'  The  late  cruel  cannonade  of  Briftol,  by  the 
^  Britifh  fhips  of  war,  to  enforce  an  arbitrary  de- 
*^  mand  of  {heep  ;  the  general  depredations  on  the 
American  coaft  by  minifteriai  authority  ;  late 
advices  from  England  of  large  military  arma- 
ments by  land  and  fea,  for  the  hoftile  invafion  of 
the  colonies  upon  this  continent ;  and  the  pro- 
clamation of  the  23d  of  Augufl:  lall,  at  the  court 
of  St.  James,  by  which  the  good  people  of  Ame- 
rica are  unjuflly  defcribed  as  in  avowed  rebcHion, 
fupeiaddedto  the  former  American  grievances 
and  to  your  late  unjuftly  feizing  the  perfons,  vef- 
fels  and  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  coun- 
try, together  with  lord  Wm.  Campbell's  threats 
of  hoifility  againfl  us  ;  have  funk  deep  in  the 
n^inds  of  the  people;  who,  feeing  themfelves,  by 
the  royal  ad:,  in  effeft  put  out  of  the  regal  pro- 
teftion,  are  at  length  driven  to  the  difagreeable 
neceffity  of  ordering  a  military  oppofition  to  the 
arms  of  the  Britilh  miniftry  :  but  the  people  of 
South-Carolina,  remembering  that  thofe  v.ho 
point  the  Britifh  arms  at  their  breaits,  and  againfl 
their  invaluable  liberties,  are  their  dear  country- 
men, and  once  were  their  friends  ;  unwilling, 
yet  determined,  to  oppofe  any  approach  of  threat- 
ening danger  to  their  fafety;  have  dirt:61ed  me  to 
intimate  to  you.  Sir,  as  commander  in  chief  of  the 
Britifh  armament  on  this  flation,  that  orders  are 
ilTued  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Johnfon, 

'by 
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^  by  every  military  operation,  to  endeavour  to 
'  prevent  any  miniftcrial  armament  from  paffing 
«  that  poft. 

*  We  thus  think  it  proper  to  warn  you  of  an 
'  approach  that  mud  be  produdive  of  the  fhedding 
'  of  blood,  which,  in  other  circumft^i^ces,  we 
*  would  endeavour  to  prevent. 

'  William-Henry  Drayton,  Prefident.' 

An  open  paffage  to  the  town,  without  approach- 
ing Fort  Johnfon,  was  ftill  practicable  for  the  fmall 
royal  armed  veffels  Tamar  and  Cherokee.  It  was 
therefore  at  the  fame  time  refolved,  to  obftru£t 
the  paffage  through  Hog-Illand  channel.  Captain 
Tufts  was  ordered  to  cover  and  protect  the  fmking 
of  a  number  of  hulks  in  that  narrow  ftrait.  While 
Jie  was  engaged  in  this  bufmefs  on  board  a  coaft- 
ing  fchooner,  which  was  armed  for  the  fecujity  of 
the  town,  and  called  the  Defence,  the  Tamar 
and  Cherokee  warped  in  the  night  of  Nov.  12, 
"^ll S->  within  gun  fliot  of  him,  and  began  a  heavy 
.cannqnade.  The  inhabitants  were  alarmed,  ex- 
pecting that  the  tpv/n,  in  its  defencelefs  ftate, 
would  be  fired  upon  ;  but  about  funrife  both  vef- 
fels dropped  down  to  their  moorings  in  rebellion- 
road,  without  havipg  done  any  material  injury 
either  to  the  fchooner  or  to  any  of  her  crew.  The 
fchooner  Defence  returned  a  few  fliot,  but  they 
were  equally  ineffectual.  This  was  the  commence^ 
inent  of  open  hoftilities  in  South-Carolina, 
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On  the  evening  of  the  fame  day  on  which  thi§ 
attack  was  made,  the  provincial  Congreis  impreffed, 
for  the  publick  fervice,  the  fliip  Profper,  and  apr 
pointed  a  committee  to  ht  and  arm  her  as  a  frigate 
of  war.  On  the  day  following  they  voted  that  a 
regiment  of  artillery  fhould  be  raifed,  toconfiflof 
three  companies  with  one  hundred  men  in  each. 
Owen  Roberts  was  appointed  lieutenant  colonel ; 
Bernard  Elliott,  major;  Bernard  Beekman,  Charles 
Drayton  and  Sims  White,  captains  of  this  body. 
Bills  of  credit,  to  the  amount  of  feventeen^houfand 
pounds  fterling,  were  ftruck  for  their  fupport.  A 
vote  v/as  taken  about  the  fame  time  for  a  new 
council  of  fafety.  Ten  of  the  forme'r  thirteen  were 
re-elected,  and  the  hon.  Henry  Middleton,  David 
Oliphant  and  1  homas  Savage,  efqrs.  added  in  the 
room  of  three  others.  Their  powers  were  en- 
larged fo  far  as  to  authorize  them,  'to  do  all  fuch 
'  matters  and  things  relative  to  the  firengthening, 
'  fecuring  and  defending  the  colony  as  fhould  by 
'  them  be  judged  expedient  and  neceffary.' 

Agreeably  to  the  menaces  of  captain  Thorn.- 
borough,  the  King's  fhips  in  the  road  feized  all 
the  velTels  within  their  reach,  which  were  either 
coming  to  Charlefton  or  going  from  it.  Thefe 
feizures  commenced  feveral  weeks  prior  to  the  ad: 
of  parliament  for  confifcating  American  property. 
While  the  royal  veflels  .lay  near  SuUivan^s-Ifland, 
negroes  had  been  encouraged  to  defert  from  their 
mafrers,  and  were  there  harboured  under  royal 
^rotcvliion.     Captain  Coachman,  at  the  head  of  a 

party 
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JDarty  of  riflemenj  landed  on  the  ifland,  burnt  the 
pefthoufe,  and  broke  up  that  afylum  of  fugitive 
ilaves.  By  order  of  the  council  of  fafety,  whofe 
whole  plan  was  defence,  he  was  reftrained  from 
firing  on  the  King's  fervants,  though  his  marks- 
men had  fome  of  them  fully  in   their  power. 

After  thefe  unauthorized  feizures  of  pri- 
vate property  had  been  continued  about  fix 
weeks,  the  council  of  fafety  took  meafures  to 
drive  the  royal  armed  velfels  out  of  the  road  of 
Charlefton.  To  effed  this  col.  Moultrie,  v/ith  a 
party  of  nev/-raifed  provincials,  and  Charlefton- 
artillery,  took  poifeffion  of  Haddrell's  point,  and 
mounted  a  few  pieces  of  heavy  artillery  on  fomc 
flight  works.  A  few  well  direded  fhot  from  this 
pofl  induced  the,  commanders  of  the  Cherokee 
and  Tamar  to  put  out  to  fea.  The  harbour  and 
road  being  clear,  the  council  of  fafety  proceeded 
in  their  plans  of  defence.  They  completed  the 
fortifications  at  HaddrelPs  point,  and  at  Fort 
Johnfon — continued  a  chain  of  fortifications  in 
front  of  the  town,  both  to  the  eaflward  and  fouth- 
ward — and  ereded  a  new  fort  on  James-Ifland  to 
the  weflward  of  Fort  Johnfon,  and  a  very  ftrong 
one  on  Sullivan's-Iiland.  The  militia  were  diH- 
gently  trained — the  provincial  troops  were  aug- 
mented and  difciplined  with  care,  and  every  pof- 
fible  preparation  made  to  defend  the  colony. 

In  addition  to  the  four  regiments  ordered  to  be 
raifed  in  the  Year  1775,  two   regiments  of  rifle- 
men 
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tnen  were  voted  In  February  1776,  in  which  the 
following  appointments  were  made. 


ifaac  Huger,  col. 

Alexander  M'Intofh,  lieut.  col 

Benjamin  Huger,  major, 

Thomas  Sumpter,  lieut.  col. 
commandant, 
William  Henderfon,  major, 

Hezekiah  Maham^ 
Benjamin  Tutt, 
George  Cogdell, 
"William  Richardfon, 
Richard  Richardfon,  jun. 
W^illiam  Henderfon, 
John  Bowie, 

Samuel  Taylor, 
James  Duff, 
George  Wade, 
Richard  Richardfon,  jun. 
William  Brown, 


} 


of  the  I  ft  rifle 
regiment. 

of  the  2d  regi- 
ment of  rifle- 
men. 


Captains  of 
the   ift   regi- 
j^ment  of  rifle- 
men. 


Captains  of 
i>the    2d   regi- 
I  ment  of  rifle- 
J  men. 


Notwithstanding  oppofition  had  affumed 
a  bolder  face,  yet  the  original  plan  of  diftreffmg 
the  Britifh  trade  and  Wefl-India  iflands  continued 
to  be  obferved  :  though  the  hopes  entertained  of 
a  redrefs  of  American  grievances,  from  the  juftlce, 
generofity  and  policy  of  the  Britifh  nation,  were 
every  day  lefs  fanguine  ;  yet  they  were    far  from 

being 
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taeing  entirely  abandoned.  It  was  prefumed  in 
America  that  their  military  preparations  would 
add  weight  to  their  commercial  oppofition,  and 
operate  more  forcibly  to  induce  the  government 
of  Great-Britain  to  redrefs  their  grievances.  In 
the  mother-country  it  was  taken  for  granted,  that 
refolute  exertions  on  her  part,  to  enforce  the  fub- 
million  of  America,  would  effedually  intimidate 
the  colonies  from  perfevering  in  oppofition.  But 
on  experiment  it  was  found  that  vigorous  mea- 
fures,  in  (lead  of  inducing  either  party  to  recede^ 
encouraged  both  to  perfevere. 

In  the  midfl  of  their  militaty  preparations, 
the  people  of  America  adhered  fleadfaflly  to  their 
original  plan  of  non-importation  and  non-exporta- 
tion, llad  independence  been  their  firfl  objed, 
thefe  reftriftions  would  never  have  been  adopted  ; 
had  it  been  intended  even  when  they  firfl  took 
Up  arms,  they  would  have  refcinded  their  refolu- 
tions,  and  imported  more  largely  than  ever.  Com- 
mon  fenfe  revolts  at  the  idea  of  a  large  body  of 
people,  unable  to  fupply  their  own  wants,  intend- 
ing a  ferious  war  to  emancipate  their  country 
from  dependence  on  the  parent-ftate,  and  at  the 
fame  time,  by  a  voluntary  agreement,  depriving 
themfelves  of  all  the  means  neceffary  to  procure 
foreign  fupplies.  The  people  of  South-Carolina 
not  only  obferved  the  continental  refolutions  with- 
in their  own  limits,  but  co-operated  with  the 
friends  of  freedom  in  Georgia,  to  prevent  an  in» 
fringement  of  them  in  that  colony. 

The 
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The  party  for  royal  government  was  fo  ftrong" 
in  that  infant  colony,  that  they  formed  a  bold 
attempt  to  contravene  the  publick  refolutions. 
They  loaded  eleven  veiTels  early  in  1776  with  a 
view  to  trade  contrary  to  the  orders  of  Congrefs. 
To  favour  this  defign,  four  royal  armed  veffels 
took  their  flation  at  Coxpur.  One  hundred  and 
fifty  volunteers  from  Charleflon,  and  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  from  the  fouthern  parts  of  South- 
CaroHna,  commanded  by  col.  Bull,  marched  to 
Georgia  to  prevent  the  failing  of  thefe  veiTels. 
They  unrigged  fix  of  them.  Three  were  burnt 
by  the  Britifh — of  the  whole  only  two  got  off 
fafe. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER       THIRD, 

0f   the    extinfdon  of   royal  authority,  and   of 

the   royalijis. 

THE  legal  reprefentatives  met  twice  in  the 
conftitutional  aflembly  after  the  general 
meeting  of  the  inhabitants  on  July  6,  1774.  In 
their  firft  feffion  after  that  event,  it  was  privately 
determined  to  give  the  fandlion  of  their  branch 
of  the  legillature  to  the  refolutions  adopted  by 
the  inhabitants  at  their  late  convention,  though 
they  were  well  av/are  that  any  vote  for  that  pur- 
pofe  would  induce  the  royal  governor  to  exert 
his  prerogative  for  their  diiTolution.  After  finiili- 
ing  the  neceffary  publick.  bufmefs,  the  fpeaker  of 
the  houfe  fummoned  a  meeting  of  the  members 
_at  a  very  eariy  hour.  The  following  motion,  pre- 
vioully  prepared,  was  read  and  agreed  to  without 
.any  debate. 

'SOUTH -CAROLINA. 

*  In  the  commons  houfe  of  affembly,  Auguft  2, 

*  1774:  Colonel  Powell  acquainted  the  houfe.  that, 

*  during  the  recefs  of  this  houfe,  viz.  on  the  6th, 
'  7th,  and  8th  days  of  July  laft,  at  a  general 
'  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony,  they, 
'  having  under  confideration  the  adls  of  parlia- 
^  ment  lately  pafled  with  regard  to  the  port  of 
i*  Bofton  and  colony  of  Maffachiifetts,  appointed 
'  the  honourable  Henry  Middleton,  John  Pvut- 
^  ledge,   Thomas   Lynch,   Chriftopher   Gadfden 

'  and 
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and  Edward  Rutledge,  efquires,  deputies  on  the 
part  and  in  behalf  of  this  colony  to  meet  the 
deputies  of  the  other  colonies  of  North-Amp- 
rica  in  general  Congrefs  the  firil  Monday  of 
September  next  at  Philadelphia,  or  at  any  other 
time  or  place  that  may  be  generally  agreed  on, 
there  to  confider  the  ads  lately  paffed  and  bills 
depending  in  parliament  with  regard  to  the  port 
of  Boflon  and  colony  of  Mafiachufetts-Bay ; 
which  ads  and  bills,  in  the  precedent  and  con- 
fequences,  afFed  the  whole  continent  of  Ameri- 
ca :  alfo  the  grievances  under  which  America 
labours  by  reafon  of  the  feveral  acts  of  Parlia- 
ment that  impofe  taxes  or  duties  for  raifmg  a 
revenue,  and  lay  unneceffary  reftraints  and  bur- 
dens on  trade,  and  of  the  flatutes,  parliamentary 
afts,  and  royal  inftitutions,  which  make  an  iur 
vidious  diftinclion  between  his  Majcfty's  fubjecls 
in  Great-Britain  and  America  ;  with  full  power 
and  authority  to  concert,  agree  to,  and  eifedu- 
ally  profecute  fuch  legal  meafures  as,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  faid  deputies,  and  of  the  deputies 
fo  to  be  alTembled,  {liall  be  moil  likely  to  obtain 
a  repeal  of  thofe  acts  and  a  redrefs  of  thofe 
grievances :  and  thereupon  moved,  that  this 
houfe  do  refolve  to  recognize,  ratify  and  con- 
firm the  faid  appointment  of  the  deputies  for  the 
purpofes  aforefaidp 

'  Resolved  nemine  contradicente,  that  this 
'  houfe  do  recognize,  ratify  and  confirm  the  ap- 
'  pointment  of  the  faid  deputies,  for  the  purpofes 

*  mentioned 
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*  mentioned  in  the  faid  motion.*  The  fame  words 
were  ufed  by  the  people  in  their  general  meetings 
and  by  the  legal  reprefentatives  in  the  conilituti'- 
onal  alTembly,  and  the  fame  perfons  were  mem- 
bers of  both  bodies.  Lieutenant-governor  Bull 
endeavoured  to  diffolve  them  while  they  were  ra- 
tifying this  refolution,  but  the  bufinefs  was  com- 
pleted before  a  council  could  be  convened.  When 
too  late,  the  fentence  was  pronounced,  with  the 
concurrence  of  one  counfellor,  the  hon.  mr.  Ir- 
vine. This  proceeding  leiTened  the  refpefl;  for 
royal  government,  and  convinced  the  people  more 
fuhyof  the  propriety  of  tranfadting  publickbufmefs 
in  provincial  congrefles,  rather  than  in  conftituti- 
onal  affemblies.  His  Majefty's  council  for  feveral 
years  had  been  ioling  their  weight  in  the  govern- 
ment. Their  number  was  fmall,  and  thev  were 
for  the  moft  part  perfons  of  little  influence,  un- 
known to  the  inhabitants  in  any  other  character 
than  that  of  needy  and  depending  crov/n  officers. 

His  Majefliy's  juftices  made  their  laft  circuit  in 
the  fpring  of  1775.  ^^  *-^^^  occafion  the  hon. 
William-Henry  Drayton,  oneof  the  affiftant  judges, 
and  the  only  one  v/ho  was  born  in  America,  in 
his  charge  to  the  grand-jury  inculcated  the  fame 
fentiments  which  were  patronized  by  the  popular 
leaders.  Soon  after,  he  was  elected  prefident  of 
the  provincial  Congrefs,  and  devoted  his  great 
abilities  v/ith  uncommon  zeal  to  the  fupport  of  the 
meafures  adopted  by  his  native  country.  Before 
the  next  circuit  his  colleagues,  having  refufed  to 

I  fign 
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fign  the  aflbciation,  were  difarmed,  and  advertifed 
as  inimical  to  the  Hberties  of  America.  Not  long 
after  he  was  appointed  chief-juftice  by  the  voice 
of  his  country. 

Throughout  the  year  1775,  and  the  firfl 
months  of  the  year  1776,  the  popular  aflemblies 
by  words  avowed  their  allegiance  to  the  King  of 
Great-Britain.  Even  while  they  were  arming 
themfelves  they  endeavoured  to  reconcile  this  con- 
duel  with  their  allegiance,  alleging  it  was  only 
in  felf-defence  againil  minifterial  tyranny,  and  not 
for  purpofes  hoftile  to  the  King  of  Great-Britain. 
After  the  provincial  Congrefs  had  raifed  regular 
troops,  lord  William  Campbell  gave  commillions 
to  the  officers  of  volunteer  companies  of  militia, 
which  were  formed  and  trained  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  popular  leaders.  His  lordfliip 
alfo  convened  an  affembly,  and  tranfaded  publick 
bufmefs  with  officers  in  the  provincial  regiments 
who  were  alfo  members  of  the  conflitutional  legif- 
lature  ;  but  finding  them  inflexibly  averfe  from 
his  fchemes,  he  diffolved  them  on  the  15th  of 
September  1775,  and  never  afterwards  ifiued 
writs  for  a  new  election.  For  three  riionths  after 
his  arrival  he  was  unmolefted,  though  indefatiga- 
ble in  fecretly  fomenting  oppofition  to  the  popu- 
lar meafures.  About  the  middle  of  September 
capt.  Adam  M'Donald,  of  the  new  raifed  pro- 
vincials, had  the  addrefs  to  get  himfelf  introduced 
to  his  Lordfhip  under  the  feigned  name  of  Dick 
Williams,  a  fuppofcd  confidential  meflenger  from 

the 
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the  back  country  royalifls  to  the  governor.  In 
this  aflumed  charader  he  was  informed  that  his 
lordfhip  had,  on  the  day  before,  received  a  letter 
from  the  King  of  Great-Britain,  fetting  forth, 
'  that  his  Majeily  was  determined  fpeedily  to  fend 

*  out  troops  to  execute  his  fchemes  from  one  end 
'  of  the  continent  to  the  other.'  With  a  view  of 
encouraging  the  royalifts,  the  governor  gave  an 
exaggerated  account  of  the  power  of  Britain,  and 
of  her  fixed  refolution  to  compel  the  fubmiffion 
of  America.  He  interfperfed  his  difcourfe  with 
the  feverefl:  refledions  on  the  new-fangled  con- 
grelTes  and  committees.  This  converfation  being 
fpeedily  reported  to  the  general  committee,  they 
fent  a  deputation  from  their  body,  of  which  cap- 
tain M'Donald  was  one,  to  demand  a  communi- 
cation of  his  lordfliip's  late  defpatches  from  Eng- 
land, and  a  perufal  of  his  correfpondence  with 
the  back  country.  All  thefe  requifitions  being 
peremptorily  refufed,  it  was  moved  in  the  com- 
mittee to  take  the  governor  into  immediate  cui- 
tody,  but  the  propofition  was  reje£led  by  a  con- 
fiderable  majority.  His  Lordfliip,  mortified  at 
the  deception  which  had  been  palTed  upon  him, 
and  diftrudful  of  his  perfonal  fafety  in  Charlefton, 
took  the  province  feal  with  him,  and  retired  on 
board  the  Tamar  Hoop  of  war.  In  about  a  fort- 
night after,  the  general  committee  fent  a  deputati- 
on from  their  body  with  an  addrefs,  inviting  his 
return  to  Charlefton  ;  in  which  they  alTured  hi  in, 

*  that  while,   agreeably  to  his  own  repeated   de- 

*  durations,  he  fiiould  take  no  active  part  again!!; 

"«  the 
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'  the  good  people  of  the  colony,  in  the  prefent 

*  arduous  ftruggle  for  the  prefervation  of  their 
^  liberties,  they  ihould,  to  the  utmoft  of  their 
'  power,  fecure  to  his  excellency  that  fafety  and 

*  refpect  for  his  perfon  and  character  which  the  in- 

*  habitants  of  Carolina  had  ever  wiflied  to  fhew 
'  to  the  reprefentative  of  their  Sovereign.'  '  But 
notwithftandhig  thefe  fair  promifes  his  lordfhip 
thought  it  mod  prudent  to  continue  on  board. 

Legislative,  executive  and  judicial  powers 
were  infenfibly  transferred  from  their  ufual  chan- 
nels to  a  provincial  congrefs,  council  of  fafety, 
and  fubordinate  committees.  The  inhabitants, 
generally  alarmed  for  their  liberties,  took  fun- 
dry  fteps  for  their  prefervation.  From  their 
own  impulfe  they  met  and  chofe  their  reprcfenta- 
tives  in  committees  and  congreiTes.  The  power 
of  thefe  bodies  was  undefined ;  but  by  common 
confent  it  was  comprized  in  the  old  Roman  max- 
im :  '  To  take  care  tliat  the  commonwealth 
'  iliould  receive  no  damage.'  The  ardour  of  the 
people,  and  their  jealoufy  of  the  defigns  of  Great- 
Britain,  gave  the  force  of  lav/s  to  their  determi- 
nations. The  voice  of  an  approving  country 
gave  efficacy  to  the  proceedings  of  the  commit- 
tees. They  fupported  the  provincial  Congrefs, 
which,  in  its  turn,  gave  an  adive  energy  to  the 
refoluticns  cf  the  continental  Congrefs. 

Early  in    1776   the  hen.  Henry  Middleton, 

Chriftopher 
'  See  note  ix. 
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Chriftopber  Gadfden  and  John  Rutledge,  returned 
from  the  conthiental  Congrefs  while  the  provincial 
Congrefs  was  fitting.  The  prefident  William- 
Henry  Drayton,  being  defired  to  return  thanks 
to  them  and  their  colleagues  for  their  ferviccs  in 
the  American  Congrefs,  addrefTed  them  in  the 
following  words  : 

*  Gentlemen, 

*  When  the  hand  of  tyranny,   armed  in  hof- 

*  tile  manner,  was  extended  from  Great-Britain, 
^  to  fpoil  America  of  whatever  (he  held  mofl  va- 
'  iuable,  it  was  for  the  mofl  important  purpofes 
'  that  the  good  people  of  this  colony  delegated 
'  you  to  reprcfent  them  in  the  continental  Con- 
'  grefs  at  Philadelphia.     It  became  your  bufmefs 

*  to  afcertain  the  rights  of  America  ;  to  point  out 
'  her  violated  franchifes  ;  to  make  humble  repre- 
'  fentation  to  the  King  for  redrefs ;  and,  he  being 

*  deaf  to  the  cries  of  his  American  fubjecis,  to 
'  appeal  to  the  King  of  kings  for  the  recovery  of 
'  the  rights  of  an  infant  people,  by  the  Majelly  of 
'  Heaven,  formed  for  future  empire, 

*  In  this  mofl  important  bufmefs  you  engaged, 

*  as  became  good  citizens,  and  ftep  by  flep  you 
'  deliberately  advanced  through  it  with  a  regret 
'  and  forrow,  and  v^ith  a  refolution  and  conduft, 
'  that  bear  all  the  charafters  of  ancient  magnani- 

*  mity.      Your  conflituents,    with  a  fteady  eye, 

*  beheld  your  progrefs — they  faw  the  American 
'  claim  of  rights — the  affociation  for  the  recovery 

'of 
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'  of  the  American  franchifes — and  the  humble  pe- 

*  tition  to  the  King  for  the  redrcfs  of  grievances. 

*  They  faw  the  American  appeal  to  the  King  of 

*  kings,    and  a  fecond  humble  petition    to   the 

*  Britifli   Monarch — alas !    as   unavailing  as    the 

*  firfl.  They  have  alfo  feen  the  eftablifhment  of 
'  an  American  naval  force — a  treafury  and  gene- 

*  ral  poft-ofFice — and  the  laying  on  a  continental 

*  embargo.     In  fhort,   they  have  fcen  permiflion 

*  granted  to   colonics   to  ere£l  forms  of  govern- 

*  mcnt    independent  of,     and   in    oppofition   to, 

*  the   regal  authority. 

'  Your  country  faw  all  thefc  proceedings,  the 
'  work  of  a  body  of  which  you  vixre  and  are  mem- 

*  bers — Proceedings arifing  from  dire  neceflity,and 

*  not  from  choice — Proceedings  that  are  the  natu- 

*  ral  confcqacnce  of  the  prefent  inaufpicious  reign 
'  — Proceedings  jull  in  themfelvcs,  and  which,  not- 
'  withftanding  the  late  declarations  of  the  corrupt 

*  houfes  of  parliament — the  proclamation  of  the 
'  court  of  St.  James's  on  the  23d  of  Augufl — 
'  and  the  fubfequent  royal  Ipeech  in  parHament — 
'  are  exadly  as  far  diftant  from  treafon  and  rebcl- 
'  lion,    as  (lands   tlie  glorious  revolution  which 

*  deprived  a  tyrant  of  his  kingdoms,  and  elevated 
'  the  houfe  of  Brunfwick  to  royalty. 

'   Worthy  delegates!  it  is   the  jiulgment  of 

*  your  country  that  your  conduft,  of  which  I 
'  have  jufl  marked  the  grand  lines,  in  the  Ame- 
'  rican  Congrefs,    is  juftifiable  before  God  and 

'  man. 
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*  man,  and  that  whatever  may  be  the  iflue  of 
'  this  unlocked  for  defenfive  civil  war,  in  which 
'  unfortunately,    though   glorioufly,    we  are  en- 

*  gaged,  whether  independence  or  flavery,  all  the 
'  blood  and  all  the  guilt  mufl  be  imputed  to  Bri- 
'  tifh  and  not  to  American  counfels.  Hence  your 
'  conftituents,  fenfible  of  the  propriety  of  your 
'  conduft,  have  conflituted  me  their  inflrument, 
'  as  well  to  fignify  to  you  their  approbation,  as 
'  to  prefcnt  to  you  their  thanks.  I  do  there- 
«  fore  mod  refpedlfully,  in  the  name  of  the  Con- 
«  grefs,  prefent  to  you  and  each  of  you  the  thanks 
'  of  your  country  for  your  important  fervices  in 
'  the  American  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia.' 

In  this  manner,  without  annihilating  the  forms 
of  the  ancient  regal  conftitution,  a  new  govern- 
ment was  in  a  fliort  time  introduced  by  the  con- 
fcnt  of  the  grand  body  of  the  people. 

Though  this  new  eftablifliment  was  efFefted 
by  the  voice  of  a  great  majority — great  in  num- 
ber, and  in  weight  and  influence  greater  itill ; 
yet,  from  the  circulating  of  the  aflbciation  to  be 
publiihed,  it  was  not  wholly  without  oppoiition. 
Among  the  inhabitants  of  the  back  country  feveral 
events,  unfavourable  to  any  revolution,  had  lately 
taken  place.  About  the  year  1770,  the  extreme 
difficulty  of  bringing  criminals  from  the  remote 
fettlements  to  a  legal  condemnation  had  induced 
a  number  of  men,  who  called  themfelves  regula- 
tors, to  take  the  law  into  their  hands.     They,  by 

their 
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tlieir  dXvn  authority,  inflided  corporal  puniftinlent 
■on  fundry  perfons  without  any  regular  condemna- 
tion. To  remedy  abufes  of  this  kind,  lord  Charles- 
Greville  Montague,  then  governor  of  the  province, 
advanced  to  the  rank  of  colonel  a  man  of  low 
charadler,  of  the  name  of  Scovil,  and  employed 
him  to  enforce  regular  law  among  thefc  felf-con- 
ilituted  regulators.  In  execution  of  his  commiffion 
he  adopted  fevere  meafures,  which  involved  mul- 
titudes in  great  diftrefs.  Thefe  unfortunate  milled 
regulators,  having  fufFered  for  oppofing  regular 
government,  could  not  be  perfuaded  to  co-operate 
with  their  countrymen  in  the  fupport  of  congreflfes 
and  committees.  They  conceived  thefe  new  bo- 
dies to  be  fimilar  to  their  own  regulating  alTem- 
blies. 

In  the  fame  part  of  the  country  was  a  confider* 
able  number  of  Dutch  inhabitants,  who  had  fettled 
on  lands  granted  by  the  bounty  of  government. 
Thefe  people  had  brought  from  Europe  the  mo- 
narchical ideas  of  their  holding  their  poffeffions  at 
the  King's  pleafure.  They  were  therefore  eafily 
made  to  believe,  that  the  immediate  lofs  of  their 
freeholds  would  be  the  probable  confequence  of 
their  acceding  to  the  American  meafures*  After 
the  peace  of  Paris  1763,  grants  of  land,  five  pounds 
fterling  bounty,  an  exemption  from  taxes  for  ten 
years,  and  payment  of  their  pafTages,  were  offered 
to  induce  foreign  proteilants  to  exchange  their 
native  country  for  a  fettlement  in  South-Carolina. 
The  Iriili,  who  accepted  thefe  offers,  were  gene- 
rally 
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rally  royallfts.  They  conceived  that  they  owed  all 
thefe  indulgences  to  the  bounty  of  the  King,  and 
therefore  took  part  with  his  friends.  The  people 
of  the  fame  nation,  who  had  migrated  from  the 
northern  provinces,  generally  entered  with  zeal 
into  the  new  meafures. 

Among  a  people  who  had  fo  many  reafons  tq 
love  and  fear  their  King,  and  who  were  happy  un- 
der his  government,  it  was  no  difficult  matter  for 
lord  William  Campbell  to  gain  votaries  to  fuppor|; 
the  royal  intereft. 

His  lordlhip  was  unremitting  in  his  endea* 
vours  to  perfuade  thefe  uninformed  back-fettlers, 
that  the  power  of  Britain  could  never  be  effectu- 
ally refifted  by  the  feeble  American  colonies — ^ 
That  the  whole  difpute  was  about  a  trifling  tax 
on  tea,  which,  as  they  were  not  in  the  habit  of 
ufing  it,  could  not  to  them  be  interefling.  It  was 
frequently  infinuated  that  the  gentlemen  on  the 
fea  coaft,  in  order  to  obtain  their  tea  free  from 
tax,  were  adopting  rncafures  which  would  in- 
volve the  back  country  in  the  want  of  fait,  ofna- 
burgs  and  imported  neceffaries  ;  and  that  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  new  raifed  regiments  v/ouid  be  in- 
finitely more  than  the  trifling  taxes  impofed  by 
the  Britifli  parliament* 

The  violence  of  fome  over-zealous  friends, 
who  infifted  on  their  neighbours  figning  the  af- 
fociation,  and  who  v/ould  not  bear  with  the  ki'i]- 
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pies  and  objeftlons  of  their  doubting  brethren, 
produced  in  feveral  a  determined  fpirit  of  op- 
pofition. 

At  an  eledion  for  reprefentatives  in  the  firft 
popular  aifemblies,  Mofes  Kirkland  was  an  un- 
fuccifsful  candidate.  In  great  wrath  he  ex- 
claimed, '  If  this  difpute  becomes  ferious,  the 
'  people  of  South-Carolina  fhall  feel  the  weight 
*  of  my  influence.'  When  the  officers  for  the 
provincial  regiments  were  appointed,  Congrefs, 
willing  to  gain  him  to  their  intereft,  gave  him  the 
rank  of  captain ;  but  he  was  difgufted  that  his 
neighbour  and  rival  was  promoted  to  the  higher 
rank  of  major.  At  firfl  he  accepted  his  commif- 
fion,  and  enliiled  men  ;  but  he  very  foon  refigned 
it,  and,  to  the  utmofl:  of  his  power,  encouraged 
oppofition  to  the  meafures  of  Congrefs, 

Thr  people  generally  felt  themfelves  fecure 
in  their  perfons  and  property.  It  was  therefore 
eafy  to  offer  arguments  againft  renouncing  pre- 
fent  comforts,  to  ward  off  future  evils.  The  po- 
pular leaders  could  not  urge  the  inhabitants  to 
the  dangers  and  expcnces  of  war,  otherwife  than 
on  fpeculation,  to  prevent  the  more  alarming  con- 
fequences  which  would  probably  take  place  at 
a  future  time,  if  the  proceedings  of  the  Britifh 
parliament,  againfl  Boflon  and  the  province  of 
Maffachufstts,  were  fuffered  to  pafs  into  precedent. 
Diflant  evils  weigh  fo  little  in  the  eftimation  of 
the  multitude,  that  great  fcope  was  given  to  thofc 

who 
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who  wi/hed  to  head  a  party  for  fubmitting  to  the 
demands  of  Great-Britain. 

Though  there  were  fome  royalifts  in  every 
part  of  the  province,  the  only  fettlement  in  which 
they  out-numbered  the  friends  of  Congrefs,  was 
in  the  country  between  the  Broad  and  Saluda 
rivers.  When  it  was  determined  to  raife  troops, 
the  '  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  province  could 
not  be  perfuaded  that  the  meafure  was  necelTary. 
Feeling  themfelves  happy  and  free  from  prefent 
oppreffion,  they  were  averfe  from  believing  that 
any  defigns,  inimical  to  American  liberty,  had 
been  adopted  by  the  Britifh  government.  Inftead 
of  figning  the  aflbciation,  they  figned  papers  at 
their  general  mufters,  declaring  their  unwillingnefs 
to  concur  in  the  meafures  recommended  by  Con- 
grefs. The  council  of  fafety  fent  the  hon.  William- 
Henry  Drayton,  and  the  rev.  William  Tennent, 
into  their  fettlement,  to  explain  to  them  the  nature 
of  the  difputc,  and  to  bring  them  over  to  a  co- 
operation with  the  other  inhabitants.  They  had 
feveral  publick  meetings,  and  much  eloquence 
was  exerted  to  induce  them  to  fign  the  aflbcia- 
tion. Some  were  convinced  and  fubfcribeo 
bond  of  union  ;  but  the  greater  number  could 
not  be  perfuaded  that  there  was  any  neceflity  for 
congrelTcs,  committees,  or  a  military  eftablifh- 
ment.  Sufpicion,  that  bane  of  fociety,  began  to 
exert  her  mifchievous  influence.  The  friends  of 
the  old  government  doubted  the  authenticity  of  all 
pamphlets  and  newfpapers,  which  afcribed  to  the 

Britifli 
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Britifh  troops  in  Bofton,  or  to  the  Britifh  gover!i« 
ment,  any  deligns  injurious  to  the  rights  of  the 
coloniils.  They  beheved  the  whole  to  be  an  im- 
pofition  by  artful  men,  who  wiflied  to  excite  florms, 
that  they  might  fhew  their  Ikill  in  pilotage.  The 
friends  of  Congrefs  fufpefted  the  leading  men  of 
the  royalifts  to  be  iii  the  pay  of  governor  Camp- 
bell. Reports  were  circulated  by  one  party,  that  a 
plan  was  laid  to  feize  the  commiffioners  fent  by  the 
council  of  fafety  ;  by  the  other,  that  the  third  pro- 
vincial regiment  was  brought  up  to  compel  the  in- 
habitants to  fign  the  aflbciation.  Motives  and  de- 
figns  were  reciprocally  attributed  to  each  other  of 
the  mod  ungenerous  nature  and  mifchievous  ten- 
dency. The  royalifts  embodied  for  reafons  fimilar 
to  thofe  which  had  induced  the  other  inhabitants 
to  arm  themfelves  againft  Great-Britain,  They 
fufpecled  their  adverfaries  of  an  intention  to  dra- 
goon them  into  a  compliance  with  the  meafures  of 
Congrefs  ;  and  theVj  in  their  turn,  were  fufpeded 
of  a  dcfign  to  commence  hoftilities  againfl:  the  aflb- 
ciators  for  diflurbing  the  eftabliflied  royal  govern- 
m.ent.  Camps  were  formed  in  oppofition  to  each 
other,  and  great  pains  were  taken  to  increafe  their 
relpedive  numbers.  Moderate  men  employed 
their  o-ood  offices  to  prevent  bloodfhed.  After 
fome  days,  the  leaders  on  both  fides  met  in  ronfer- 
ence.  Several  explications  having  taken  place,  '' 
a  treaty  was  reciprocally  agreed  to,  by  which  it  was 
flipulated,  that  *^  the  royalifls  fhould  remain  in  a 
^  (late  of  neutrality.*    '  Both  parties  retired  to  their 

homesj 

-    ^  See  note  x.     '  See  note  xi. 
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Jiomcs,  and  a  temporary  calm,  fucceeded.  Mn 
Robert  Cunningham,  who  had  been  a  principal 
leader  among  the  royalifts,  continued  to  encourage 
oppofition  to  the  popular,  meafures,  and  declared 
that  he  did  not  confider  himfelf  as  bound  by  the 
treaty.  Sufpicion  again  began  to  fpread  her  poifon. 
This  declaration  was  conftrued  as  an  evidence  of 
a  fixed  intention  to  difturb  the  peace,  by  another 
infurredion.  To  prevent  his  attempting  any 
thing  ojF  that  kind,  he  was  apprehended,  brought 
to  town,  and,  committed  to  gaol.  Patrick  Cun- 
ningham inftantly  armed  a  party  of  his  friends, 
and  purfued,  with  the  expedlation  of  refcuing  his 
brother.  The  party  coUeded  on  this  occafion 
feized  a  thoufand  pounds  of  powder,  which  was 
at  that  jiinclure  paffing  through  their  fettlement. 
This  was  publick  property,  and  had  been  fent  by 
the  council  of  fafety  as  a  prefent  to  the  Cherokee 
Indians.  To  inflam.e  the  minds  of  the  people,  fome 
defigning  men  among  the  royalifts  propagated  a 
report,  that  the  powder  was  fent  to  the  Indians,  ac- 
companied with  inftruftions  to  them,  to  kill  every 
man  who  fhould  refufe  to  fign  the  aflbciation. 
This  charge,  entirely  falfe  in  itfelf,  '.v^as  not  be- 
lieved by  any  of  the  well-informed  inhabitants  ; 
heverthelefs  it  anfwered  the  purpofes  of  party 
among  fome  of  the  ignorant  multitude.  It  was 
confidently  aflerted  that  fome  private  marks  had 
been  agreed  on  by  the  popular  leaders  and  Indian 
chiefs,  to  diftinguifli  the  affociators  from  the  non- 
affociators ;  the  former  of  whom  were  to  befpared, 
and  the  latter  facrificed.  Great  pains  were  alfo  taken 
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to  exafperate  the  inhabitants  againfl  the  council  of 
fafety,  for  furnifhing  the  Indians  with  powder  at 
a  time  when  the  white  people  could  not  be  fup- 
plied  with  that  necelTary  article. 

Major  Williamfon,  who  commanded  the  mi- 
litia in  favour  of  Congrefs,  went  in  queft  of  the 
party  which  had  taken  the  publick  powder,  but 
was  foon  obliged  to  retreat  before  their  fuperior 
numbers.  The  royalifts,  irritated  by  the  capture 
of  Cunningham,  and  fluflied  with  fuccefs  in  feizing 
the  powder,  were  at  this  time  more  numerous  than 
at  any  other  period.  Major  Williamfon  was  re- 
duced to  the  neceffity  of  retreating  into  a  ftockadc 
fort,  in  which  he  and  his  party  were  confined 
without  any  water,  till,  after  three  days,  by  digging 
they  obtained  a  fcanty  fupply.  The  royalifts  pof- 
feffed  themfelves  of  the  gaol  at  Ninety-Six,  and 
from  that  ftation  fired  into  the  fort.  Monfieur 
St.  Pierre,  an  ingenious  French  gentleman  who 
had  fettled  there  fome  years  before,  and  had  made 
confiderable  progrefs  in  the  cultivation  of  vine- 
yards, was  killed  by  the  fire  of  the  royalifts,  and 
fom(i  others  were  wounded  ;  but  on  the  whole, 
very  little  execution  was  done.  After  fome  days 
the  aifailants  hoifted  a  flag,  and  propofed  a  truce. 
Reciprocal  permiffion  was  given  to  forward  ex- 
preifes  from  the  royalifts  to  the  governor,  and 
from  major  Williamfon  to  the  council  of  fafety. 
Both  parties  once  more  difperfed,  and  retired  to 
their  homes. 

DOMESTICK 
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DoMEsTicK  divifion  at  this  time  was  particu- 
larly to  be  dreaded.  An  invafion  from  Great- 
Britain  was  foon  expe£led.  A  Britifli  fleet  and 
army  in  front,  and  difaffeded  inhabitants  in  rear, 
threatened  deftrudion  to  the  friends  of  Congrefs. 
Lord  WiUiam  Campbell  had  uniformly  recom- 
mended to  the  royaliflis  to  remain  quiet  till  the 
arrival  of  a  Britifli  force.  This  advice,  fo  well 
calculated  to  diftradl  the  views  of  the  popular 
leaders,  had  been  providentially  fruft:rated.  Simi- 
lar reafons  of  policy  to  thofe  which  induced  the 
royal  governor  to  recommend  inaction  to  the  ro- 
ahft:s,  operated  with  the  council  of  fafety  to  crufli 
their  intefl:ine  foes  before  that  force  fliould  ar- 
rive. Their  late  infurre6tion,  in  violation  of  the 
treaty  of  Ninety-Six,  gave  ground  to  doubt  of  the 
fmcerity  of  their  engagements  to  continue  in  a 
flate  of  neutrality.  From  their  part:  condud:  it 
was  feared,  that,  as  foon  as  a  proper  opportunity 
fliould  off"er  itfelf,  they  would  throw  their  weight 
into  the  royal  fcale.  It  was  therefore  judged  necef- 
fary,  for  the  publick  fafety,  to  march  an  army  in- 
to their  fettlements  before  that  event  fliould  take 
place.  To  remove  prejudices,  the  following  de- 
claration was  circulated  throughout  their  fettle- 
ments. 

'SOUTH-CAROLINA. 

*  By  Authority  of  Congress. 

'  It  has  ever  been  the  policy  of  Anierica  in  gc- 
*  neral,  and  of  this  colony  in  particular,  to  endea- 

'  vour 
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vour  tp  cultivate  a  good  correfpondence  with  the 
neighbouring  Indians,  and  efpecially  fo  fmce  the 
commencement  of  the  prefent  unhappy  difputes 
with  the  Britifh  adminiftration.  This  policy  ori- 
ginated from  a  view  of  preferving,  at  the  cheapeft 
rate,  our  borders  from  favage  inroads.  Of  late 
this  policy  has  been  perfevered  in,  and  our  en- 
deavours have  been  redoubled,  in  order  to  op- 
pofe  and  to  fruftrate  the  defign  of  the  Britifli  ad- 
miniftration, by  the  hands  of  Indians,  to  deluge 
our  frontiers  with  the  blood  of  our  fellow-citi- 
zens. Experience  has  taught  us  that  occafional 
prefents  to  the  Indians  have  been  the  great 
means  of  acquiring  their  friendfhip.  In  this  ne- 
ceflary  fervice  government  every  year  expende.d 
large  fums  of  money.  The  late  council  of  fafety 
fpared  no  pains  to  confirm  them  in  their  pacifick 
inclination;  but,  from  repeated,  conftant  and  uni- 
form accounts,  it  clearly  appeared  that  a  general 
Indian  war  was  inevitable,  unlefs  the  Indians 
were  furnlihed  with  fome  fmall  fupplics  of  am- 
munition, to  enable  them  to  procure  deer-fkins 
for  their  fupport  and  maintenance.  Ptather  than 
draw  on  an  Indian  r/ar,  by  an  ill-timed  frugality 
in  withholding  ammunition,  the  late  council,  in 
0£tober,  iffued  a  fupply  of  ammunition,  confid- 
ing of  one  thoufand  weight  of  powder,  and  two 
thoufand  weight  of  lead,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Ghe- 
rokces,  as  the  only  probable  means  of  preferving 
the  frontiers  from  the  inroads  of  the  Indians. 
The  council  the  more  readily  agreed  to  this 
meafure,  becaufe,  as  they  almoft  daily  expected 

^  that 
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f  that  the  Britifli  arms  would  attack  the  colony  1^ 
5  front  on  the  fea  coaft,  they  thought  they  would 
f  be  inexcufable  if  they  did  not,  as  much  as  in 
<=  them  lay,  remove  every  caufe  to  apprehend  aii 
«  attack  at  the  fame  time  from  the  Indians  upon 
'  the  back  fettlements. 

.'  But  this  meafure,  entered  into  by  the  coun- 

*  c.il  upon  principles  of  the  founded  policy — of 
'  chriftianity — breathing  equal  benevolence  to  the 
'  aflbciators  and  non-affociators,  and  arifmg  only 
«  from  neceffity,  unfortunately,  has  been  by  fome 
'  non»aflbciators  made  an  inftrument  for  the  moCc 
'  diabolical  purpofes. 

*  These  wicked  men,  to  the  aftonifliment  of 

*  common  fenfe,  have  made  many  of  their  deluded 
'  followers  believe,  that  .this  ammunition  was  fent 

*  to  the  Indians,  Vith  orders  for  them  to  falfupon 
'  the  non-affociators,  and,  taking  advantage  from 
'  the  fcarcity  of  ammunition  am.ong  individuals, 
'  arifmg  from  the  neceifity  of  filling  the  publick 
'  magazines,  they  have  invidioufly  reprefented 
'  that  this  amnaunition  ought  not  to  have  been 
'  fent  to  the  Indians,  while  the  inhabitants  of  the 
'  colony,  individually,  are  in  a  great  meafure  de- 

*  ftitute  of  that  article, 

<  Wherefore,  in  compaffion  to  thofe  who  are 
«  deluded  by  fuch  reprefentations,  the  Congrefs 
'  have  taken  thefe  things  into  their  confidcration, 
■^  aod  they  defire  their  deceived  fellow-colonifts 
'-  "'  L  -  '  ti. 
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«  to  ref]e£l,  that  the  ftory  of  the  ammunition  being 
'  fent  to  the  Indians,  with  orders  for  them  to  maf- 
'  facre  the  non-ajTociators,  is  abfurd  in  its  very 
^  nature. 

*  First,  Becaufe  the  whole  tenor  of  the  con- 
«  du6t  of  the  council  of  fafety  demonftrates  that 
«  they  were  incapable  of  fuch  inhumanity  as  a 
«  body,  and  the  charader  of  each  individual  fhields 
*  him  againfl:  a  charge  of  fo  cruel  a  nature. 

'  Second,  Becaufe  alfo,  if  men  will  but  call 
reafon  to  their  aid,  they  mud  plainly  fee,  that, 
if  the  Indians  were  let  loofe  upon  the  frontiers, 
they  mull:  indifcriminately  maffacre  aflbciators 
and  non-affociators,  fmce  there  is  no  mark  to 
diftinguifh  either  to  the  Indians.  However,  in 
order  to  clear  up  all  difficulties  on  this  head,  ancj 
for  the  eafe  of  the  minds  of  our  deceived  friends, 
the  Congrefs  in  a  body,  and  alfo  individually, 
declare,  in  the  mod:  folemn  mai\ner,  before  Al- 
mighty God,  that  they  do  not  believe  any 
order  v/as  ever  iffued,  or  any  idea  was  ever  en- 
tertained by  the  late  council  of  fafety,  or  any 
member  of  it,  or  by  any  perfon  under  authority^ 
of  Congrefs,  to  caufe  the  Indians  to  commence 
hoftilities  upon  the  frontiers  or  any  part  thereof. 
On  the  contrary,  they  do  believe  that  they,  and 
each  of  them,  have  ufed  every  endeavour  to  in- 
culcate in  Indians,  fentiments  friendly  tothcin- 
•«  babitants  vvithout  any  diftindion. 

It 
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*  It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted,  that  our  fellow* 
«  colonifls,  individually,  are  not  fo  well  fupplied 
«  with  ammunition  as  would  be  adequate  to  their 
«  private  convenience.  But  does  not  the  unhappy 
«  fituation  of  publick  affairs  juflify  the  filiing  the 
«  publick  magazines  ;  thereby  fecuring  the  wel- 
'  fare  and  forming  the  defence  of  the  irate,  at  the 
'  rifk  of  the  convenience  or  fafety  of  individuals. 
•-  And  if  out  of  the  publick  (lock  a  quantity  of  am- 
'  munition  is  given  to  the  Indians,  which  may  be 
'  fufficient  to  keep  them  quiet,  by  in  fome  degree 
'  fupplying  their  urgent  occafions,  yet  not  fuffici- 

*  ent  to  enable  them  to  make  war  ;  ought  our 
'  people,  nay  they  cannot  have  any  reafonable 
'  ground  to  arraign  the  policy  by  which  they  are 

*  and  may  be  preferved  from  favage  hoftility,  or 

*  to  complain  that  becauie  the  whole  colony,  the 

*  publick  and  individuals,  cannot  be  fupplied  with 
'  ammunition,  therefore  a  fmall  quantity  ought 
'  not  to  be  fent  to  the  Indians.     Men  ought  to  re- 

*  fleft  that  this  fmall  quantity  is  given  in  order  to 
'  render  it  unneceffary  to  fupply  the  publick  indivi- 

*  dually  on  the  fcore  of  a  defence  againft  Indians. 
'  Men  fliould  alfo  relicft  that,  while  the  publick 
'  magazines  are  well  flored,  fupplies  can  be  in- 

*  ftantly,  plentifully  and  regularly  poured  upon 
'  thofe  parts  where  the  publick  fervlce  may  require 

*  them. 

'  Common  fenfe  and  common  honefly  dictate, 
«  that  if  there  is  a  probability  that,  by  a  prefent  of 

*  a  fmall  quantity  of  ammunition,  tlie  Indians  can 

be 
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'^  be  kept  in  peace,   that  prefent  ought  not  to"  be 

*  withheld,  at  the  hazard  of  inducing  an  Indian- 

*  war — involving  the  colony  in  immenfe  expencc 
^  — breaking  up  whole  fcttlements— and  unnecef- 
'  farily  facrificing  a  nutnber  of  lives. 

«  Charleflon,  Nov,  19,  1775.' 

The  provincial  congrefs  did  not  reft  their  caufe 
on  reafoning  alone,  but  enforced  their  meafures 
with  an  army  fufficiently  numerous  to  intimidate 
oppoiition.  They  fent  a  large  body  of  militia  and 
new  raifed  regulars,  under  the  command  of  colo- 
nels Richardfon  and  Thomfon.  They  were  alfo 
joined  by  feven  hundred  militia  of  North-Carolina, 
commanded  by  -colonels  Polk  and  Rutherford, 
and  two  hundred  and  twenty  regulars  commanded 
by  colonel  Martin*  In  a  little  time  Congrefs  had 
an  army  of  feveral  thoufand  men  under  their  direc- 
tion, with  inftruftions  '  to  apprehend  the  leaders 
'  of  the  party  which  had  feized  the  powder,  and  to 
'  do  all  other  things  neceflary  to  fupprefs  the  pre- 
'  fent  and  prevent  future  infurreclions.'  Colonel 
Richardfon  proceeded  in  the  execution  of  thefe 
orders  with  great  moderation  and  propriety.  A 
demand  was  made  that  the  perfons  who  had  feized 
the  powder  Hiould  be  delivered  Up  to  the  juflice 
of  their  country.  Affarances  were  publickly 
given  that  no  injury  ihould  be  done  to  inoffenfive 
perfoiis,  who  would  remain  quietly  on  their  plan- 
tations. The  leaders  of  the  royalifts  found  great 
difficulty  in  perfiiading  their  followers  to  embody. 
They 'were  cut  off  from  all  communication  with 

governoi' 
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governor  Campbell.  Unconne6led  with  their 
brethren  in  other  parts,  there  was  no  union  in  their 
meafures.  They  were  '  a  rope  of  fand*  without 
order  and  fubordination,  and  without  that  enthu- 
liafm  which  infpired  the  friends  of  Congrefs. 
Their  leaders  were  deftitute  of  political  know- 
ledge and  without  military  experience.  The  una- 
nimity of  the  whigs,  and  the  great  numbers 
which,  from  all  fides,  invaded  the  fettlements  of 
the  royalifts,  diilieartened  them  from  facing  their 
adverfaries  in  the  field  of  battle.  They  faw  refifl- 
ance  to  be  vain,  and  that  the  new  government  had 
much  greater  energy  than  they  had  fuppofcd. 
The  whigs  a6ted  by  fyflem,  and  in  concert  with 
their  brethren  in  the  adjacent  ftates,  and  were  di- 
rected by  a  council  of  fafety  compofed  of  the 
greateft  and  wifeft  men  in  the  province.  They 
eafily  carried  every  point — feized  the  leaders  of 
the  royalifts — and  difperfed  their  followers.  In 
effe6ling  this  bufmefs  they  did  not  Ibfe  a  fmgle 
man,  and  only  one  of  their  number,  major  Polk, 
was  wounded.  This  decided  fuperiority  gave  con- 
fidence to  the  popular  leaders,  and  greatly  ftrength- 
ened  their  hinds.  The  vanquifhed  royalifts  re- 
tired to  their  plantations  ;  but  on  all  occafions  dif-- 
covered  as  much  obftinacy  in  oppofing  their  coun- 
trymen, as  their  countrymen  did  firranefs  in  op- 
pofing Great-Britain.  Several  of  them,  and  of 
others  who  were  averfe  from  fighting,  retired  over 
the  mountains,  where,  remote  from  the  noife  and 
buille  of  v/ar,  they  enjoyed  that  independence  for 
\vhich  fo  many  were  contending.   In  the  yean 778, 

when 
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when  every  inhabitant  was  called  on  to  take  aii 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  flate,  many  of  them  vo- 
luntarily abandoned  their  country  for  the  barren 
fands  of  Eaft-Florida.  In  the  fame  year,  uhen 
the  aUiance  between  France  and  the  United  States 
of  America  was  publifhed,  others  of  them  nomi- 
nally joined  the  Congrefs.  Mr.  Robert  Cunning- 
ham and  two  or  three  more  of  their  leading  men, 
were  elected  members  of  the  legiflature.  After 
the  reduction  of  Savannah,  a  confiderable  party 
rofe  a  fecond  time  in  favour  of  royal  government; 
but  they  vv'ere  completely  routed  on  their  way  to 
the  Britifh  encampments  in  Georgia.  They  after- 
wards remained  quiet  till  the  Britifll  obtained 
polTeffion  of  Charlefton. 

Excepting  thefe  ill-concerted  infurrectionsi 
no  publick  body  in  the  province,  prior  to  the 
Britifh  conquefts  in  the  year  1780,  gave  avowed 
evidence  of  their  difapprobation  of  the  popular 
meafures.  Several  in  private,  no  doubt,  com- 
plained ;  but  they  contented  themfelves  with  fc- 
cret  murmurings.  The  number  of  flaves  within 
the  province,  and  of  Indians  on  itsVeflern  fron- 
tier, together  with  the  large  extent  of  unprotected 
fea-coaft,  were,  in  the  opinion  of  fome  worthy 
men,  infuperable  obftacles  to  fuccefs  in  contending 
with  Great-Britain.  Several,  influenced  byreafon-' 
ing  of  this  fort,  would  rather  have  tamely  fub- 
mitted  to  the  encroachments  of  the  mother-coun- 
try than  rifked  the  vengeance  of  her  arms. 

Til  E 
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The  felfilli  among  the  merchants  and  planters, 
nAiok  gains  were  leflened  by  the  ceffation  of 
trade,  wilhed  for  the  return  of  bufmefs  ;  but  the 
main  body  of  both  claffes  moft  heartily  concurred 
with  the  popular  meafures.  A  great  majority  of 
the  people  determined  to  facrifice  eafe,  pleafure 
and  fortune,  and  to  rifk  life  itfelf,  to  obtain  per- 
manent fecurity  for  American  rights.  They  be- 
lieved their  hberties  to  be  in  danger.  Roufed 
with  this  apprehenfion,  they  were  animated  to 
the  molt  felf-denying  exertions.  Befide  their  fu- 
periority  in  numbers,  there  was  an  ardour  and 
enthufiafm  in  the  friends  of  Congrefs  which  was 
generally  wanting  in  the  advocates  for  royal  go- 
vernment. The  fiery  warm  fpirits,  for  the  mofl 
part,  fided  with  the  former  ;  but  the  latter  were 
chiefly  compofed  of  the  ignorant,  the  felfifli,  and 
the  timid.  Vigorous  decifive  meafures  chara6ler- 
ized  the  popular  party  ;  while  their  oppofers  ei- 
ther acled  v/iihout  fyftera,  or  from  timid  coun- 
feis  which  were  feebly  executed. 

No  revolution  was  ever  effeOied  with  greater 
■unanimity,  or  with  more  order  and  regularity. 
The  leading  men  in  every  part  of  the  province, 
with  very  few  exceptions,  from  the  firft  moments 
of  the  conteft,  exerted  themfelves  in  the  caufe  of 
their  country.  Their  abilities  and  influence  gave 
jUnion  and  fyilem  to  the  proceedings  of  the  people. 
A  few  perfons  in  the  colony  hated  republican  go,- 
vernments,  and  Ibme  ignorant  people  in  the  back. 
country  were  induced  to  believe  that  the  whole 

was 
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was  an  artful  deception,  impofed  upon  them  for 
interefted  purpofes,  by  the  gentlemen  of  fortune 
and  ambition  on  the  fea  coaft.  But  among  the 
independent  enlightened  freemen  of  the  province, 
■who  loved  liberty,  and  had  fpirit  to  rifk  Ufe  and 
fortune  in  its  fupport,  there  were  very  few  to  be 
found  who  took  part  with  the  royalifts. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER      FOURTH, 

Of  the  formation  of  a  regular  conjiiiiition, 

TILL  the  year  1776,  the  oppofition  to  Great- 
Britain  was  conduded  on  fuch  temporary 
principles,  that  the  repeal  of  a  few  a£ts  of  parlia- 
ment would  have  immediately  produced  a  rein- 
ffatement  of  Britilh  government — a  diflblution  of 
the  American  army — and  a  recommencement  of 
the  mercantile  intcrcourfe  between  the  two  coun- 
tries. The  refufal  of  Great-Britain  to  redrefs  the 
grievances  of  the  colonies,  fuggefted  to  fome  bold 
fpirits  early  in  1776,  the  neceflity  of  going  much 
greater  lengths  than  was  originally  intended. 

A  FEW  penetrating  minds  forefaw  that  the  love 
\  of  dominion  in  the  parent  ftatc,  and  the  uncon- 
querable love  of  liberty  in  America,  would  for- 
ever obftrudt  a  cordial  reconciliation  ;  but  the 
,bulk  of  the  people  flill  flattered  themfelves  with 
the  fond  hopes  of  a  re-union. 

PuBLicK  affairs  were  in  confufion  for  want  of 
a  regular  conflitution.  The  impropriety  of  hold- 
ing courts  of  jullice  under  the  authority  of  a  fo- 
vereign  againft  whom  all  the  colony  was  in  arms, 
flruck  every  thinking  perfon.  The  impoffibility 
of  governing  a  large  community  by  the  ties  of  ho- 
nour, without  the  authority  of  law,  was  equally 
apparent.  But  notwithftanding  the  preffing  weight 
of  all  thefe  confiderations,  the  formation  of  an  in- 
M  dependent 
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dependent  conftltution  had  fo  much  the  appear? 
ance  of  an  eternal  reparation  from  a  country,  by  a 
reconciliation  with  which  many  yet  hoped  for  a 
return  of  ancient  happinefs,  that  a  great  part  of 
the  provincial  Congrefs  oppofed  the  neceffary 
meafure.  At  the  very  time  when  they  were  fu.« 
fpended  on  this  important  debate,  an  exprefs  ar- 
rived from  Savannah,  with  an  a£t  of  parliament, 
palled  December  21,  1775,  confifcating  American 
property,  and  throwing  all  the  colonifts  out  of  his 
Majefly's  protedion.  ■''  This  turned  the  fcale — 
fiicnced  all  the  moderate  men  who  were  advocates 
for  a  reconciliation — and  produced  a  majority  for 
an  independent  conftitution.  In  lefs  than  an  hour 
after  that  aft  was  read  in  the  provincial  Congrefs, 
an  order  was  ifl'ued  to  feize,  for  the  publick,  the 
Port-Henderfon,  a  Jamaica  veiTel,  loaded  with 
fugar,  Vv'hich  had  put  into  Charlefton,  on  her  way 
to  London,  though  flie  had  the  day  before  ob- 
tained leave  to  pafs  the  forts,  and  would  have 
failed  the  fame  afternoon  on  her  intended  voyage. 

Previous  to  this  Governor  Tonyn,  of  Eafl- 
Florida,  had  commillioned  a  privateer  to  plunder 
the  unarmed  inhabitants  of  Georgia  and  Carolina, 
and  the  royal  fervants  had  repeatedly  feiz^d  private 
property.  The  Carolinians,  ftiil  partial  to  Great- 
Britain,  confidered  thefe  proceedings  as  the  rafh 
adls  of  individuals ;  but  a  law  of  the  national  par- 
liament, which  had  thrown  them  out  of  his  Ma- 
jefly's  protection,  convinced  the  moft  lukewarm, 

that 
»  See  note  xir. 
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tiiat  America,  legally  difcharged  from  her  alle- 
giance to  the  King  of  Great-Britain,  muH  now 
take  care  of  herfelf. 

So  ftrong  was  the  attachment  of  many  to  Great- 
Britain,  which  they  fondly  called  the  mother-comi- 
try,  that  though  they  aifented  to  the  eftablifhrnent 
of  an  independent  conflitution,  yet  it  was  carried, 
after  a  long  debate,  that  it  was  only  to  exifl  '  till 

*  a  reconciliation  between  Great-Britain  and  the 

*  colonies  Ihould  take  place.*  The  friends  of  re- 
concihation  believed  that  it  was  the  di6late  of 
found  policy,  and  in  no  refpeft  incompatible  with 
the  true  honour  and  dignity  of  the  parent-dace,  to 
redrefs  the  grievances  of  the  American  colonies. 
The  great  body  of  the  people  would  have  rejoiced 
at  fuch  an  event,  and  would  with  cheerfulnefs 
have  returned  to  the  clafs  of  peaceable  citizens  in 
the  ancient  line  of  fubordination.  They  therefore 
only  framed  a  temporary  conftitution,  confiding 
of  three  branches,  on  the  model  of  the  Britiih  go- 
vernment. This  was  nothing  more  than  reducing 
into  form  and  order,  their  fyftem_of  government 
by  congreifes  and  committees,  and  could  have 
been  relinquiflied,  in  cafe  of  a  reconciliation  with 
Great-Britain,  as  eafily  as  the  late  undefined  mode 
of  conducting  pubiick  buiinefs.  The  determina- 
tions of  the  provincial  Congrefs  on  this  occadon 
were  introduced  with  the  following  preamble  : 

'Whereas  the  Britifii  parliament,   claiming 

*  of  late  years   a  right  to  bind  the  North-Ameri^ 
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^  can  colonies  by  law,  in  all  cafes  whatfoever,  have 
'  enabled  llatutes  for  raifmg  a  revenue  in  thofe 
'  colonies,  and  difpofmg  of  fuch  revenue  as  they 
'  thought  proper,  without  the  confent,  and  againfl 
'  the  will  of  the  colonifts.  And  whereas,  it  ap- 
'  pearing  to  them,  that  (they  not  being  reprefented 

*  in  parliament)  fuch  claim  was  altogether  uncon- 
'  flitutional ;  and,  if  admitted,  would  at  once  rc- 
'  duce  them  from  the  rank  of  freemen  to  a  (late 
«  of  the  mod  abjedt  flavery  ;  the  faid  colonies, 
'  therefore,  feverally  remonflrated  againfl:  the  palT- 
'  ing,  and  petitioned  for  the  repeal  of  thofe  ads — - 
«  but  in  vain.  And  whereas  the  faid  claim  being 
«  perfifted  in,  other  unconftitutional  and  oppref- 

*  five  flatutes  have  been  fmce  enacled,  by  which 

*  the  powers  of  the  admiralty-courts  in  the  colo- 
'  nies  are  extended  beyond  their  ancient  limits, 
'  and  jurifdiclion  is  given  to  fuch  courts  ill  cafes 
«  fimilar  to  thofs  which  in  Great-Britain  are  triable 
*^  by  jury — perfons  are  liable  to  be  fent  to,  and 
'  tried  in,  Great- Britain,  for  an  offence  created 

*  and  made  capital  by  one  of"  thofe  flatutes,  though 
'  committed  in  the  colonies — the  harbour  of  Bo- 

*  floii  was  blocked  up — people  indicted  for  mur- 
^  der  in  the  Maffachufetts-Bay,  may,  at  the  will  of 
'  the  governor,  be  fent  for  trial  to  any  other  co- 
'  lony,  or  even  to  Great-Britain — the  chartered 
«  conftitution  of  government  in  that  colony  is  ma- 
«  terialiy  altered — the  Englifli  laws  and  a  free  go- 
'  vernment,  to  v/hich  the  inhabitants  of  Quebec 
<  were  entitled  by  the  King's  royal  proclamation, 
^  are  abolinied  ;  and  French  laws  are  reftored  ; 

'  the 
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« the  Roman  Catholick  religion  (although  before 
«  tolerated  and  freely  exercifed  there)  and  an  ab- 
<  folute  government,  are  eftablilhed  in  that  pro- 
«  vince,  and  its  limits  extended  through  a  vafl 

*  trad  of  country,  fo  as  to  border  on  the  free  pro- 
«  teftant  Englifh  fettlements,  with  defign  of  ufmg 
«  a  whole  people,  differing  in  religious  principles 
«  from  the  neighbouring  colonies,  and  fubjed:  to 

*  arbitrary  power,  as  fit  inftruments  to  over-awe 
'  and  fubdue  the  colonies.  And  whereas  the  de- 
'  legates  of  all  the  colonies  on  this  continent, 
'  from  Nova-Scotia  to  Georgia^  aflembled  in  a  Ge- 

*  neral  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  moft  duti- 
'  ful  manner,  laid  their  complaints  at  the  foot  of 

*  the  throne,  and  humbly  implored  their  fovereign, 

*  that  his  royal  authority  and  interpofition  might 
'  be  ufed  for  their  relief  from  the  grievances  oeca- 

*  fioned  by  thofe  ftatutes,  and  affured  his  Majefty, 
«  that  harmony  between  Great-Britain  and  Ame- 
«  rica,  ardently  defired  by  the  latter,  would  be 
«  thereby  immediately  reftored,   and  that  the  co- 

*  lonifts  confided  in  the  magnanimity  and  juftice 
'  of  the  King  and  parliament  for  redrefs  of  the 
'  many  other  grievances  under  which  they  la- 
'  boUred.     And  whereas,  thefe  colnplaints  being 

*  wholly  difregarded,  ftatutes,  ftill  more  cruel  than 
'thofe  above  mentioned,  have  been  enacted,  pro- 
'  hibiting  the  intercourfe  of  the  colonies  with  each 
'  other,  reftrifting  their  trade,  and  depriving  many 

*  thoufands  of  people  of  the  means  of  fubfiftence, 
'^  by  reftraining  them  from  fifhing  on  the  American 

*  coaft.      And  whereas  large  fleets  and   armies 

'  havinc" 
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^  having  been  fent  to  America,  in  order  to  enforce 

*  the  execution  of  thofe  laws,  and  to  compel  an 

*  abfolute  and  implicit  fubmiffion  to  the  will  of  a 
^  corrupt  and  defpotick  adminiftration,  and  in  con- 

*  fequence  thereof,  hoililities  having  been  com- 
'  menced  in  the  Maffachufetts-Bay,  by  the  troops 
'  under  command  of  general  Gage,   whereby  a 

*  number  of  peaceable,  helplefs,  and  unarmed 
^  people,  were  wantonly  robbed  and  murdered  ; 
'  and  there  being  juft  reafon  to  apprehend  that 

*  like  hoflilitifes  would  be  committed  in  all  the 

*  other    colonies,    the    colonifts    were    therefore 

*  driven  to  the  neceffity  of  taking  up  arms  to  repel 

*  force  by  force,  and  to  defend  themfelves  and 
'  their  properties  againft  lawlefs  invafions  and  de- 

*  predations. — Neverthelefs   the  delegates  of  the 

*  faid  colonies,  aflembled  in  another  Congrefs  at 

*  Philadelphia,  anxious  to  procure  a  reconciliation 
'  with  Great-Britain,  upon  juft  and  conftitutional 
-'  principles,  fupplicated  his  Majefty  to  direft  fome 

*  mode  by  which  the  united  applications  of  his 
'  faithful  colonifts  might  be  improved  into  a  happy 
'  and  permanent  reconciliation  ;  that  in  the  mean 
'  time  meafures  might  be  taken  for  preventing  the 
'  further  deftruclion  of  their  lives  ;  and  that  fuch 
'  ftatutes  as  immediately  diftrelTed  any  of  the  co- 
'  lonifts  might  be  repealed.    And  wliereas,  inftead 

*  of  obtaining  that  juftice  to  which  the  colonifts 

*  were  and  are  of  right  entitled,  the  unnatural  civil 
'  war,  into  which  they  were  thus  precipitated,  and 
'  are  involved,  hath  been  profecuted  with  unre- 
^  mitted  violence  ;  and  the  governors  and  others 

*  bearing 
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^'bearing  the  royal  commiflion  in  the  colonies,  hav- 
'  ing  broken  the  mod  folemn  promifes  and  en- 
«  gagements,  and  violated  every  obligation  of  ho- 

*  nour,  juflice  and  humanity,  have  caufed  the 
* "perfons  of  divers  good  people  to  be  feized  and 
'  imprifonedj  and  their  properties  to  be  forceably 

*  taken  and  detained  or  deftroyed,  without  any 
«  criine  or  forfeiture — excited  .domeftick  infurrec- 
*.tions— .proclaimed freedom. to  fgrvants  andflaves 

*  -^-renticed.or  ftolen  them  from,  and  armed  them 

*  againfl  thdr  mailers — inftig.ated  and.encourage4 

*  the  Indian  nations  to  war  againil  the  colonies— 

*  difpenfM  with  thelawof.thp  land,  and  fubfli- 
'  tutedbthe  law-martial  in  its  {lead— killed  many 
',of  the  colonifts- — -burned  feveral  towns,  and 
*,  threatened  to  burn  the  reft  ;  and  daily  endea- 
*.  vour,  by  a  condudl  which  has  fullied  the  Britiili 

*  arms,  and  would  difgrace  even  fayage  nations, 
'.  to  eiFed  the  ruin  and  deflrudion  of  the  colonies. 

*  And  whereas  a  ftatute  hath  been  lately  paifed, 
'  -whereby,  under  pretence  that  the  faid  colonies 
^  are  in  open  rebellion,  all  trade  and  commerce 

*  whatfoever  with  them  is  prohibited — veffels  be- 
'  longing  to  their  inhabitants  trading  in,  to  or 
'from  the  faid  colonies,  with  the  cargoes  and  ef- 

*  feds,  on  board  fuch  veilel,s,  are  made  lawful  prize, 
'.and  the  mafter.s  and  crews  of  fuch  veflels  are 
'  fubjecled,  by  force,  to  a6t  on  board  the  King's 
'  fhips,  againib  their  country  and  deareft  friends  ; 
'  and  all  feizures  and  detention,  or  deflrudion  oi 
'  the  perfons  and  properties  of  the  colonifts,  which 
'  iiave  at  any  time  been  made,  or  committed,  for 

«  withflandin^^ 
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^  withftandlng  or  fuppreffing  the  fald  pretended 

*  rebellion,  and  which  fliall  be  made  in  purfuance 
^  of  the  faid  ad,  or  for  the  fervice  of  the  publick, 
'  are  juflified ;  and  perfons  fuing  for  damages  in 

*  fuch  cafes  are,  on  failing  in  their  fuits,  fubjecled 
<  to  payment  of  very  heavy  expences.  And  where- 

*  as  large  reinforcements  of  troops  and  fliips  have 

*  been  ordered,  and  are  daily  expeded  in  Ame- 

*  rica,  for   carrying  on  war  againft  each  of  the 

*  United  Colonies,  by  the  mod  vigorous  exer- 
'  tions.  And  whereas,  in  confequence  of  a  plan 
'  recommended  by  the  governors,  and  which 
'  feems  to  have  been  concerted  betweert^em  and 

*  their  minifterial  mailers,  to  with  draw.  thd:-ufual 
'  officers,  and  thereby  loofen  the  bands  of  govern- 

*  ment,  and  create  anarchy  and  confufion  in  the 
'  colonies,  lord  William  Campbell,  late  governor, 
'  on  the  15th  day  of  September  laft,  diflblved  the 

*  general  alfembly  of  this  colony,  and  no   other 

*  hath  fmce  been  called,  although  by  law  the  fit- 
'  ting  and  holding  of  general  affemblies  cannot 
f  be  intermitted  above  fix  months  ;  and  having 
«  ufed  his  utmoft  efforts  to  deftroy  the  lives,  li- 
'  berties  and  properties  of  the  good  people  here, 
'  whom,  by  the  duty  of  his  ftation,  he  was  bound 
«  to  proteft,  withdrew  himfclf  from  the  colony, 
'  and  carried  off  the  great  feal  and  the  royal  in- 
'  ftru6tions  to  governors.  And  whereas  the  judges 
«  of  the  courts  of  law  here  have  refufed  to  exercife 
«  their  refpedive  fundions,  fothat  it  is  become  in- 
«  difpenfably  neceffary,  that  during  the  prefent 
<^  fituation  of  American  affairs,  and  until  an   ac- 

*  commodation 
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*  commodation  of  the  unhappy  differences  bc- 
'  tween  Great-Britain  and  America  can  be  ob- 
'  tained,  (an  event,  which   though  traduced  and 

*  treated  as  rebels,  we  ftill  earneftly  defire)  fome 
'  mode  ftiould  be  eftablifhed  by  common  confent, 

*  and  for  the  good  of  the  people,  the  origin  and 
'  end  of  all  government,  for  regulating  the  inter- 
'  nal  polity  of  this  colony  j    the  Congrefs,  being 

*  veiled  with  powers  competent  for  the  purpofe, 

*  and  having  fully  deliberated  touching  the  pre- 

*  mifcs,  do  therefore  refolve — >■ 

The  moft  effential  parts  of  this  temporary  cqn- 
flitution  are  contained  in  the  following  refolu- 
tions  : 

'  I.  That  this  Congrefs,  being  a  full  and  free 
'  reprefentation  of  the  people  of  this  colony,  fhall 
'  henceforth  be  deemed  and  called  the  General 

*  Aflembly  of  South-Carolina,   and  as  fuch  Ihall 

*  continue  until  the  21ft  of  October  next,  and  no 

*  longer, 

*  II.  That  the  general  aflembly  lliall,  out  of 
«  their  own  body,  eleft,  by  ballot,  a  legiflative- 
'  council,  to  confift  of  thirteen  members,    (fcven 

*  of  whom  fhall  be  a  quorum)  and  to  continue  for 
'  the  fame  time  as  the  general  aflembly, 

f      . 

*  III.  That  the  general  alTembly,  and  leglfl?i- 
'^  tive-councilj  fliall  jointly  choofe,  by  ballot,  from. 
'^  amoQg  themfetveSj  or  from  the  people  at  large, 

N  ^  a 
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'  a  prefident  and  commander  in  chief,  and  a  vice* 

*  prefident  of  the  colony. 

«  V.  That  there  be  a  privy-council,  whereof 
« the  vice-prefident  of  the  colony  fliall  of  courfe 
«  be  a  member  and  prefident  of  the  privy-council, 

*  and  that  fix  other  members  be  chofen  by  ballot, 

*  three  by  the  general  aflembly,  and  three  by  the 
'  legiflative-council ;  provided  ahvays,  that  no  of.- 
'  ficer  of  the  army  or  navy,  in  the  fervice  of  the 
'  continent,  or  of  this  colony,  fhall  be  eligible. 

*  VII.  That  the  legiflative  authority  be  veiled 

*  in  the  prefident  and  commander  in  chief,  the 

*  general  alfembly,  and  legiflative-council. 

^  XI.  That  on  the  laft  Monday  in   Odober 
'f  next,  ar)d  the  day  following,  and  on  the  fame 

*  days  of  every  fecond  year  thereafter,  members 

*  of  the  general  aflembly  fliall  be  chofen,  to  meet 

*  on  the  firft  Monday  in  December  then  next,  and 

*  continue  for  two  years  from  the  faid  lafl;  Monday 
'  in  Odober.     The  general  aflembly  to  confifl:  of 

*  the  fame  number  of  members  as  this  congrefs 
'  does,  each  parilh  and  diftri£l:  having  the  fame 
-*  reprefentation  as  at  prefent.     And  the  eledion 

*  of  the  faid  members  fhall  be  conducted,  as  near 

*  as  may   be,  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  the 

*  ele61:ion-a£t.     The  qualification  of  eledors  ihall 

*  .be  the  fame  as  required  by  lav/. 

^  XVL 
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*=  SVI.  That  the  vice-|)relident  of  the  colony, 
•^  and  the  privy-council,  for  the  time  being,  fhall 

*  exercife  the  powers  of  a  court  of  chancery.    And 

*  there  fliall  be  an  ordinary,   who  fhall  exercife 

*  the  powers  heretofore  exercifed  by  that  officer 

*  in  this  colony. 

«,  XIX.  That  juftices  of  the  peace  ftiall  be  nO- 

*  minated  by  the  general  alfembly,  and  commiffi- 

*  oned  by  the  prefident  during  pleafure. 

'  XX.  That  all  other  judicial  officers  fhall  be 
'  chofen,  .by  ballot,  jointly  by  the  general  aflem- 
^  bly  and  legiilative -council. 

'  XXL  That  the  flierifFs,  qualified  as  by  laW 
^  directed,  fhall  be  chofen  in  like  manner  by  the 

*  general 'alTembly  andlegiflative-council,  andcom- 

*  miflioned  by  the  prefident  for  two  years  only. 

'  XXII.  The  commiffioners  of  the  treafury, 
^  the  fecretary  of  the  colony,  the  regifler  of  mefne 

*  conveyances,  attorney-general,  and  povv'der-re- 

*  ceiver,  fhall  be  chofen  by  the  general  alTembly 
*.and  legiflative-council  jointly,  by  ballot,  and 
'  commiffioned  by  the  prefident  during  good  be- 
'  haviour  ;  but  fhall  be  removed  on  the  addrefs  of 
^  the  general  alTembly  and  legiflative- council* 

«  XXIII.  That  all  field-officers  in  the  ariiiyj 
"  and  all  captains  in  the  navy,  fhall  be,  by  the  ge- 

*  peral  alTembly   and   legiflative-council,  trhofen 

^  Jointly 
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'  jointly,  by  ballot,  and  commiffioned  by  the  pre* 
'  fident ;  and  that  all  olher  officers  in  the  army 
'  and  navy  Ihall  be  commiffioned  by  the  prefident 
'  and  commander  in  chief. 

«  XXVI.  That  the   prefident   fhall    have    no 

*  power  to  make  war  or  peace,  or  enter  into  any 
'  final  treaty,  without  the  confent  of  the  general 
'  affismbly  and  the  legiflative-council. 

'XXVIII.  That   the  refolutions  of  the  conti- 

*  nental  Congrefs,  now  in  force  in  this  colony, 
'  ffi'vill  fo  continue  until  altered   or  revoked  by 

*  them. 

'  XXIX.  That  the  refolutions  of  this  or  any 
'  former  congrefs  of  this  colony,  and  all  laws  now 

*  offeree  here,   and  not  hereby  altered,  fliall  fo 

*  continue  until  altered  or  repealed  by  the  legifla- 
'  ture  of  this  colony,  unlefs  v/here  they  are  tem- 
'  porary,  in  which  cafe  they  fliall  expire  at  the 
'  times  refpeclively  limited  for  their  duration. 

«  XXX.  That  the  executive  authoritybe  veiled 

*  in  the  prefident,  limited  and  reftrained  as  afore- 
«  faid.' 

In  confequence  of  this  temporary  conflitution 
the  following  appointments  took  place. 


The 
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Members  of 
»   the  leglllative* 
council* 


Charles  Pinckney, 
Henry  Middleton, 
Richard  Richardfon, 
Rawlins  Lowndes, 
Le-Roy  Hammond, 
David  Olyphant, 
Thomas  Fergufon, 
Stephen  Bull, 
George-Gabriel  Powell, 
Thomas  Bee, 
Jofeph  Kerlhaw, 
Thomas  Shubrick,' 
Wilham  Moultrie, 


His  excellency  John  Rutledge,  efq.  prefident. 

His  honour  Henry  Laurens,  efq.  vice-prefi- 
dent. 

Hon.  William-Henry  Drayton,  efq.  chief-juftice. 

Hon.  Thomas  Bee,  John  Mathews  and  Henry 
Pendleton,  efqrs.   affiftant  judges. 

Alexander  Moultrie,  efq.   attorney-general. 

John  Huger,  efq.  fecretary. 

William  Burrows,  efq,  ordinary. 

Hugh  Rutledge,  efq.  judge  of  the  admiralty. 

George  Sheed,  efq.  regifter  of  mefne  con- 
veyances. 


f   James  Parfons, 

I     William-Henry  Draytou, 
John  Edwards, 
Charles  Pinckney, 

I     Thomas  Fergufon. 

L  Rawlins  Lownde?, 


1 


Members  of 
the    privy- 
council. 
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The  honourable  John  I^utledge,  efq.  bem^ 
preient  as  a  member  of  the  provincial  congrefs 
when  he  was  elected  prefident  and  commander  iri 
<:hief  of  the  colony,  addrefled  himfelf  to  his  former 
Colleagues  in  words  to  the  following  effe£l : 

*  Gentlemen, 
'  THE  very  great,  unfolieited  and  unexpefled 
'  honour,  which  you  have  been  pleafed  to  confer 
'  on  me,   has  overwhelmed  me    with   gratidude 

*  and  concern. — Permit  me   to   return    yoti  my 

*  moft  fmcere  thanks,  for  fo   diftinguifliihg  and 

*  unmerited    a   mark,    of   your    confidence    and 

*  eftcem.     I  have  the  deepeft  fenfe  of  this  honour 

*  — The  being  called,  by  the  free  fuffrages  of  a 
^  brave  and  generous  people,  to  prefide  over  their 

*  welfare,  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  higheft  any  man 

*  can  receive  :  But,  dreading  the  weighty  and  ar- 

*  duous  duties  of  this  ftation,  I  really  wifli  that 

*  your  choice  had  fallen  upon  one,  better  qualified 
'  to  difcharge  them ;  for  though  in  zeal   and   in- 

*  tegrity  I  will  yield  to  no  man,  in  abilities  to 
'  ferve  you  I  know  my  inferiority  to  many  :  Since 

*  however,  this,  gentlemen,   is  your  pleafure,  al- 

*  though  I  forefee  that  by  fubmitting  to  it  I  fhall 

*  be  ranked  by  our  enemies  amongft  ambitious 
«  and  defigning  men,  by  whom,  they  fay,  the 
'  people  have  been  deceived  and  milled ;  yet,  as 
« I  have  always    thought  every  man's  heft  fer- 

*  vices  due  to  his  country,  no  fear  of  llander,  or 
«  of  difficulty  or  danger,  fhall  deter  mc  from  yield- 
'  ing  mine— In  fo  perilous  a  feafon  as  the  prefentj 

'I 
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^  \  wiH  not  withhold  them ;  but,  in  her  caufe, 
^  every  moment  of  my  time  fliali  be  employed  : 
f^  Happy,  indeed,  fliall  I  be,  if  thofe  fervices  anfwer 
«  your  expedations,  or  my  own  wifhes— rOn  the 
'«  candour  of  my  worthy  countrymen  I  rely  to 
«  put  the  moft  favourable  conftru6lion,  as-  they 
.'  hitherto  have  done,  upon  my  adions — I  alTure 

*  myfelf  of  receiving,  in  the  faithful  difcharge  of 
'  my  duty,  the  fupport  and  affiftance   of  every 

*  good  man  in  the  colony  ;  and  my  mofl  fervent 

*  prayer,  to  the  omnipotent  ruler  of  the  univerfe, 
'  is,  that,  under  his  graciou^s  providence,  the  li- 
^  berties  of  America  3[nay  be  for -ever  prefervcd.' 

Immediately  after  his  .ele£lio,n,  the  prefident> 
in  the  prefence  of  both  houfes,  took  the  following 
oath:  '  1,  John  Rutledge,  do  folemnly  promife  and 
'  fwear,  upon  the  Holy  Evangelifls  of  Alm/ighty 
^  God,  that  I  will  prefide  over  the  people  of  this 
«  colony,  according  to  the  conftitution  or  form  of 
«  government  p,greed  to  and  refolyed  upon  by  the 
f  reprefentatives  of  South-Carolina,  on  the  '26th 
«  of  March,  1776 ;  that  I  will  caufe  law  and  jufticej 
-^  in  mercy,  to  be  executed,  and  to  the  utmoft  of 

*  my  power  maintain  and  defend  the  laws  of 
«  Go;D,  the  proteftant  religion,  and  the  liberties 
^,of  America.' 

»In  a  few  days  after  the  leginative'council  and, 
.general  afferably  addreffed  their  prefident  in  the 
loliowing  words; 
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'  We,  the  legiflative-council  and    general  af-^ 
'  fembly  of  South-Carolina,  convened  under  the 

*  authority  of  the  equitable  conflitution  of  go- 
'  vernment  eftablifhed  by  a  free  people  in  Con^ 

*  grefs,  on  the  26th  ult.  beg  leave,  mofl:  refped- 
'  fully,  to  addrefs  your  excellency. 

*  Nothing  is  better  known  to  your  excellen- 

*  cy,  than  the  unavoidable  neceffity  which  in- 
'  duced  us  as  members  of  Congrefs  on  the  part 
'  of  the  people  to  refume  the  powers  of  govern- 

*  ment,  and  to  eftablifti  fome  mode  for  regulating 
«  the  internal  polity  of  this  colony  ;  and,  as  mem- 

*  bers  of  the  legiflative-council  and  general  aifem- 

*  bly,  to  vefl  you,  for  a  time  limited,  with  the  exe- 

*  cutive  authority.  Such  conftitutional  proceed- 
'  ings  on  our  part,  we  make  no  doubt,  will  be  mif- 
'  conftrued  into  ads  of  the  greateft  criminality  by 

*  that  defpotifm,  which,  loft  to  all  fenfe  of  juftice, 

*  and  humanity,  has   already  pretended  that  we 

*  are  in  actual  rebellion.  But,  hr,  when  we  re- 
'  fle6t  upon  the  unprovoked,  cruel  and  accumu- 
'  lated  oppreffions  under  which  America  in  gene- 

*  ral,  and  this  country  in  particular,  has  long  con- 

*  tinned  ;  oppreffions  which,  gradually  increafmg 

*  in  injuftice  and  violence,  are  now  by  the  inexo- 
'  rable  tyranny  perpetrated  againft  the  United 
'  Colonies,  under  the  various  forms  of  robbery, 
'  conflagration,  maiTacre,  breach  of  publick  faith, 

*  andopen  war— Confcious  of  our  naturaland  una-^ 
'  lienable  rights,  and  determined  to  make  every 
^  effort    in    our  power  to    retain   them,  we  fee 

^  ,  ^  your 
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-'your  excellency's  elevation,  from  the  midfl:  of 

*  us,  to  govern  this  country,  as  the  natural  con= 

*  fequence  of  fuch  outrages. 

*  By  the  fuffrages  of  a  free  people  you,  Sir, 

*  have  been  chofen  to  hold  the  reins  of  govern- 

*  ment— an  event  as  honourable  to  yourfelf,  as 
'  beneficial   to   the   publick.      We    firmly    truft 

*  you  vi^ill  make  the  conflitution  the  great  rule  of 
'  your  condud ;  and,  in  the  moft  folemn  man- 
'  ner,  we  do  affure  your  excellency,  that,  In  the 

*  difcharge  of  your  duties  under  that  conflitution 
'which  looks  forward  to  an  accommodation  with 
«  Great-Britain,  (an  event  which,  though  traduced 

*  and  treated  as  rebels,  we  flill  earneftiy  defire) 
'  we  will  fupport  you  with  our  lives  and  fortunes.' 

By  the  prefident's  oath,  and  this  addrefs,  the 
much  talked  of  focial  compad  was  realized.  A 
variety  of  new  obligations  were  created.  The 
chief  magiflrate  and  the  people  had  each  their 
rcfpe£l-ive  ftations  afligned  theip. 

From  this  time  forward  the  publick  bunnefs 
was  conduced  agreeably  to  the  fixed  rules  of  the 
temporary  conflitution.  Inflead  of  refolutions  of 
the  congreffes  and  committees,  bills  v/ere  brought 
in  and  debated  both  in  the  affembly  and  legifla- 
tive-council,  deliberating  apart  and  uninfluenced 
by  each  other.  On  their  being  agreed  to  by  both 
houfes,  they  were  prcfented  to  the  prelldent  for 
his  affent.  When  duly  enacted  by  the  three 
O  branches 
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branches  or  legiflature,  they  were  carried  into 
execution  by  the  prefident  and  privy-council.  An 
act  of  affembiy  was  paflfed  in  this  feflion,  for  '  pre- 
'  venting  fcdition,  and  punifhing  infurgents  and 
*  dlfturbers  of  the  publlck  peace/ 

By  this  law  treafon  and  rebellion  aflumed  a  new 
form,  and  the  penalties  of  thefe  crimes  were  le- 
gally denounced  againft  the  aiders  and  abetters 
of  Britifn  government. 

After  palling  a  fevv'  neceffary  lavv's,  the  repre- 
fcntatives  of  the  people  clofed  their  fcilion  on  the 
iith  of  April,  1776.  On  this  occafion  his  ex- 
cellency prefident  llutledgc  addrefled  both  houfes 
in  the  following  words  : 

^  Honou-rable  gentlemen  of  the  legiflative-coun- 
*  cil,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  gentlemen  of  the  general 

'  aiTembly, 

'  It  has  afforded  me  much  fatisfactlon  to  ob- 
'  ferve,  that,  tiioughthe  feafon  of  the  year  rendered 
'  your  fitting  very  inconvenient,  your  private 
'  concerns,  which  mufl  have  fuitered  greatly  by 
'  your  long  and  clofe  application  in  the  late  con- 
'  grefs  to  the  affairs  of  this  colony,  requiring  your 
'  prefence  in  the  country  5  yet,  continuing  to 
'  prefer  the  publlck  weal  to  eafc  and  retirement, 
<=  you  have  been  bufily  enga^f^ed  in  framing  fuch 
<"'  lavv"3  as  our  peculiar  clrcumflances  rendered  ab- 
^  folutely  neceCary  to  be  palTed,  before  your  'j.dT 
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«  journment.— Having  given  my  affent  to  them,  I 
'  prefume  you  are  now  defirous  of  a  recefs. 

'  On  my  part,  a  moil  folemn  oath  has  been 
'  taken,  for  the  f^thful  difcharge  of  my  duty™ 
'  On  yours,  a  folemn  afl'urance  has  been  given, 
'  to  fupport  me  therein. — Thus,  a  publick  com- 
'  pa£t  between  us  (lands  recorded  — You  may  refr 
'  affured,  that  I  fliall  keep  this  oath  ever  in  mind 
'  — the  cdnftitution  fhall  be  the  invariable  rule  ot 
'  my  condud — my  ears  fliall  be  always  open  to 

*  the  complaints  of  the  injured — Juftice,  in  mer- 
'  cy,  fhall  neither  be  denied  or  delayed — Our 
«  laws  and  religion,  and  the  liberties  of  America, 
'  fliall  be  maintained  and  defended  to  the  utmoft 
'  of  my  power. — I  repofe  the  moil  perfect  confi- 
'  dence  in  your  engagement. 

'  And  now,  gentlemen,  let  me  intreat  that  you 
*^  will,  in  your  feveral  pariflies  and  diftrifts,  ufe 
'  your  influence  and  authority  to  keep  peace  and 
'  good   order,  and   procure  flridt   obfervance  of, 

*  and  ready  obedience  to,  the  law. — If  any  per- 

*  fons  therein  are  flili  flrangers  to  the  nature  and 
''  merits  of  the  difpute  between  Great-Britain  and 

'  the  colonies,  you  will  explain  it  to  them  fully, 
'  and  teach  them,  if  they  are  fo  unfortunate  as 
'  not  to  know,  their  inherent  rights. — Prove  to 
'  them,  that  the  privileges  of  being  tried  by  a 
'  jury  of  the  vicinage,  acquainted  with  the  parties 
'  and  witneffes  ;  of  being  taxed  only  v/ith  their 
'  own    confent,    given    by   their    reprefentatives. 
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freely  chofen  by,  and  (haiing  the  burden  equal- 
ly with,  themfelveSj  not  for  the  aggrandizing  a 
rapacious  minifter,  and  his  dependant  favourites, 
and  for  corrupting  the  people,  and  fubverting 
their  liberties,  but  for  fuch  wife  and  falutary 
purpofes,  as  they  themfelves  approve  ;  and  of 
having  their  internal  polity  regulated,  only  by 
laws  confented  to  by  competent  judges  of  what 
is  beft  adapted  to  their  fituation  and  circum- 
ftances,  equally  bound  too  by  thofe  laws — are 
ineflimable,  and  derived  from  that  conftituti- 
on,  which  is  the  birth-right  of  the  poorefl  man, 
and  the  beft  inheritance  of  the  moft  wealthy. — 
Relate  to  them  the  various  unjuft  and  cruel  fta- 
tutes  which  the  Britifh  parliament,  claiming  a 
right  to  make  laws  for  binding  the  colonies  in 
all  cafes  \vhatfoever,  have  enabled,  and  the 
many  fanguinary  meafures  which  have  been, 
and  are  daily  purfued  and  threatened,  to  wreft 
from  them  thofe  invaluable  benefits,  and  to  en- 
force fuch  an  unlimited  and  deftrudive  claim. 
To  the  moft  illiterate  it  muft  appear,  that  no 
rSower  on  earth  can,  of  right,  deprive  them  of 
the  hardly-earned  fruits  of  their  honeft  induftry, 
toil  and  labour — even  to  them  the  impious  at- 
tempt to  prevent  many  thoufands  from  ufmg 
the  means  of  fubfiflcnce,  provided  for  man  by 
the  bounty  of  his  Creator,  and  to  compel  them, 
by  famine,  to  furrender  their  rights,  will  feem 
to  call  for  Divine  vengeance. — The  endeavours, 
by  deceit  and  bribery,  to  engage  barbarous  na- 
tions to  imbrue  their  hands  in  the  innocent  blood 

«  of 
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*  of  helplefs  women  and  children,  and  the  at- 
«  tempts,  by  fair  but  falfe  promifes,  to  make  igno- 

<  rant  domefticks  fubfervient  to  the  moft  wicked 
'  purpoles,  are  acls  at  which  humanity  mufl  re- 
«  volt. 

*  Shew  your  conilituents,  then,  the  indifpen- 
'  fable  neceffity  which  there  was  for  eftablifhing 

*  fome  mode  of  government  in  this  colony  ;  the 

*  benefits  of  that,   which  a  full  and  free  reprefen- 

*  tation  has  eflablifhed  ;   and  that  the  confent  of 

*  the  people  is  the  origin,  and  their  happinefs  the 
'  end  of  government. — Remove  the  apprehenfions 

*  with  which  honefl  and  well-meaning,  but  weak 

*  and  credulous  minds,  may  be  alarmed ;  and 
'  prevent  ill  impreffions  by  artful  and  defigning 
'  enemies. -'-^Let  it  be  known,  that  this  conflitu- 

*  tion  is  but  temporary — till  an  accommodation 
'  of  the  unhappy  differences  between  Great-Bri- 
'  tain   and   America   can  be  obtained  ;   and  that 

*  fuch  an  event  is  ffill  defired,  by  men  who  yet 

*  remember  former  friendfhips  and  intimate  con- 
'  ne£tions,    though,  for   defending  their  perfons 

<  and  properties,  they  are  fligmatized  and  treated 

*  as  rebels. 

'  Truth,  being  known,  will  prevail  over  artifice 
'  and  mifreprefentation — Conviction  muft  follow 
'  its  difcovery. — In  fuch  a  cafe,  no  man  who  is 
'  v/orthy  of  life,  liberty  or  property,  U'ill  or  can 
'  refufe  to  join  you  in  defending  them  to  the  laft 
'  extremity — difdaining   every  fordid   view,    and 

*  the  mean  paltry  confiderations  of  private  inte- 

'  reft, 
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'  reft,  and  prefent  emolument,  when  placed  in 
'  competition  with  the  liberties  of  millions  ;  and 
'  feeing  that  there  is  no  alternative,  but  abfolute 
'  unconditional  fubmiffion,  and  the  moft  abject 
'  llavery,  or  a  defence  becoming   men  born  to 

*  freedom,  he  will  not  heiitate  about  the  choice. 

*  — Although  fuperior  force  may,  by  the  permif- 
'  fion  of  Heaven,  lay  wafte  our  towns,  and  ra- 

*  vage  our  country,  it  can  never  eradicate,  from 
'  the  breafts  of  freemen,  thofe  principles  which 
'  are  ingrafted  in  their  very  nature — fuch  men 
'  will  do  their  duty,  neither  knowing  or  regard - 
'  ing  Gonfequences ;  but  fubmitting  them  with 
'  humble  confidence  to  the  Omnifcient  and  Om- 

*  nipotent  Arbiter  and  Direclor  of  the  fate  of 
'  empires,  and  trufting  that  his  Almighty  Arm, 

*  which  has  been  fo  fignally  ftretched  out  for 
'  our  defence,  will  deliver  them  in  a  righteous 

*  caufe. 

'  The  eyes  of  Europe,  nay  of  the  whole  world, 
'  are  on  America. — The  eyes  of  every  other  co- 
'  lony  are  on  this — a  colony,  whofe  reputation 
'  tor  generofuy  and  magnanimity,  is  univerfally 
'  acknowledged.     I   truft,  therefore,  it  will  not 

*  be  diminiflied  by  our  future  condu6: ;  that  there 

*  will  be  no  civil  difcord  here  ;  and  that  the  only 
'  ft  rife  amongft  brethren  will  be,  who  fliall  do 
'  moft  to  ferve  and  to  fave  an  oppreffed  and  in- 
'  jured  country.' 

The   courts   of  jullice,  which  had  been  ftiut 

tor 
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for  twelve  months,  were,  with  great  folemnity, 
opened  on  the  23d  of  April,  1776,  under  the 
fandlion  of  this  temporary  conftitution.  On  that 
occafion  the  honourable  William-Henry  Drayton, 
efquire,  chief-juilice,  under  the  appointment  of 
the  provincial  Gongrefs,  gave  the  following  charge 
to  the  grand -jury  : 

'  Gentlemen  of  the  grand-jury, 

'  When  by  evil  machinations,  tending  to  no- 
'  thing  lefs  than  abfolute  tyranny,  trials  by  jury 

*  have  been  difcontinued  ;  and  juries  in  difcharge 
'  of  their  duty  have  aifembled,  and  as  foon  as  met 
*=  filently  and  arbitrarily  difmiifed  without  be- 
'  ing  impannelled,  whereby,  in  contempt  of  Mag- 
-  na  Gharta,  juftice  has  been  delayed  and  denied  : 

*  it  cannot  but  afford  to  every  good  citizen,  the 
'  mod  fmcere  fatisfaclion,  once  more  to  fee  juries, 
'  as  they  now  are,  legally  impannelled,  to  the  end 
'  that  the  laws  may  be  duly  adminiftered. — I  do 
'  m.ofl  heartily  congratulate  you  upon  fo  impor- 
'  tant  an  event. 

'  In  this  court,  where  filence  has  but  too  long 
'  prefided,   with   a   direct   purpofe  to  loofen   the 

*  bands  of  government,  that  this  country  might 

*  be  involved  in  anarchy  and  confufion;  you  arc 
'  now  met  to  regulate  your  verdids,  under  a  new 
'  conditution  of  government,  independent  of  royal 
'  authority— a  conftitution  which  arofe  according 
^  to  the  great  law  of  n-ature  and  of  nations  ;  and 

"•  which 
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^  which  was  eftablifhed  in  the  late  Congrefs  on 
^  the  26th  day  of  March  laft — A  day  that  will 

*  be  ever  memorable  in  this  country — a  month, 
'  remarkable  in  our  hiftory,  for  having  given  birth 
'  to  the  original  conflitution  of  our  government  in 

*  the  year  1669  ;  for  being  the  sera  of  the  Ame- 
'  rican   calamities  by  the  ftamp-ad   in  the  year 

*  1765  ;  for  being  the  date  of  the  repeal  of  that 
'  a6l  in  the  following  year. — But  I  proceed  to  lay 
'  before  you,  the  principal  caufes  leading  to  the 
'  late  revolution  of  our  government — the  law 
*=  upon  the  point — and  the  benefits  refulting  from 
\  that  happy   and  neceiTary    eftabhlhment.— -The 

*  importance  of  the  tranfadion  deferves  fuch  a 
'  flate — the  occafion  demands, — and  our  future 
'  welfare  requires  it :  to  do  this  may  take  up  fome 
'  little  time  ;  but  the  fubjedl  is  of  the  higheft 
'  moment ;  and  worthy  of  your  particular  atten- 

*  tion  :  I  v/ill  therefore  confine  my  difcourfe  to 
'  that  great  point ;  and  after  charging  you  to  at- 
'  tend  to  the  due  obfervance  of  the  jury-law,  and 

*  the  patrol  and  negro  ads,  forbearing  to  mention 
'  the  other  common  duties  of  a  grand-jury,  I  will 
'  expound  to  you,  the  constitution  of  your 

'  COUNTRY. 

'  The  houfe  of  Brunfwick  was  yet  fcarcely 
'  fettled  in  the  Britifh  throne,  to  which  it  had  been 
'  called  by  a  free  people,  when  in  the  year  17 19, 
'  our  anceftors  in  this  country,  finding  that  the 
«  government  of  the  lords  proprietors  operated 
'  to  their  ruin,  exercifed  the  rights  tranfmitted 

*to 
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*  to  them  by  their  forefathers  of  England  ;  and 
f  cafting  off  the  proprietary  authority,  called  upon 

*  the  houfe  of  Brunfwick  to  rule  over  them — a 

*  houfe  elevated  to  royal  dominion,  for  no  other 
f  purpofe  than  to  preferve  to  a  people  their  una- 
'  lienable  rights.     The  King  accepted  the  invita- 

*  tion ;    and   thereby   indifputably   admitted   the 

*  legality  of  that  revolution.  And  in  fo  doing, 
'  by  his  own  aft,  he  vefted  in  thofc  our  forefa- 
'  thers,  and  in  us  their  pofterity,  a  clear  right  to 
'  efi'e6:  another  revolution,  if  ever  the  govern- 
'  ment  of  the  houfe  of  Brunfwick  Ihouid  operate 

*  to  the  ruin  of  the  people. — So  the  excellent 
'  Roman  Emperor  Trajan,  delivered  a  fword  to 

*  Saburanus  his  captain  of  the  Praetorian  guard, 
'  with  this  admired  fentence :  "  Receive  this 
"  fword,  and  ufe  it  to  defend  me  if  I  govern  well, 
^«  but  againfl  me  if  I  behave  ill." 

'  With  joyful  acclamations,  our  ancellors,  by 
«  aft  of  afferably,  paifed  on  the  i8th  day  of  Au- 
«  gull  172,1,  RECOGNIZED  the  BritiOi  monarch: 
'  the  virtues  of  the  fecond  George  are  dill  revered 

*  among  us — he  was  the  father   of  his  people  : 

*  and  it  was  with  extacy  we  faw  his  grandfon 

*  George  the  Third  mount  the  throne  polfelTed  of 

*  the  hearts  of  his  fubjefts. 

'  But   alas !  Almoft  with  the  commencement 

*  of  his  reign,  his  fubjefts  felt  caufes  to  complain 

*  of  government.  The  reign  advanced — the  griev- 
'  ances  became  more  numerous  and  intolerable— 

P  '  the 


(     io6     ) 

'  the  complaints  more  general  antl  !Bua~thc 
'  whole  empire  refounded  with  the  cries  of  in- 
'  jured  fubjedls !  At  length,  grievances  being  un- 

*  redrefled  and  ever  encreafmg  ;  all  patience  being 

*  borne  down  ;  all  hope  deflroyed  ;  all  confidence 
'  in  royal  government  blafled  ! — Behold  I  the  em- 

*  pire  is  rent  from  pole  to  pole  I — perhaps  to  con- 
'  tinue  afunder  forever  ! 

'  The  catalogue  of  our  oppreflions,  continen- 

*  tal  and  local,  is  enormous.     Of  fuch  oppreflions, 

*  I  will  mention  only  fome  of  the  moil  weighty. 

*  Under  colour  of  law,  the  King  and  parlia- 
^  ment  of  Great-Britain  have  made  the  mofl  ar- 

'  bitrary  attempts  to  enflave  America  ; 

'  By  claiming  a  right   to   bind  the    colo- 

'  NIES,    ''  IN  ALL   CASES   WHATSOEVER;*' 

*■  By  laying  duties  at  their  mere  will  and  plea- 
'  fure  upon  all  the  colonies  ; 

'  By  fufpending  the  legillature  of  New-York; 

*  By  rendering  the   American   charters  of  no 

*  validity,  having  annulled  the  mofl  material  parts 

*  of  the  charter  of  the  MalTachufetts-Bay  ; 

'  By   diverting   multitudes   of  the  colonifts  of 

*  their  property,  without  legal  accufation  or  trial ; 

'  By   depriving  whole  colonies  of  the  bounty 

*  of  Providence  on  their  own  proper  coafls ;  in 
'  order  to  coerce  them  by  famine  ; 

'  By   reflriQing  the  trade  and   Commerce    of 

*  America; 

'  By  fending  to,  and  continuing  in,  America, 

'in 
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^  in  time  of  peace,  an  armed  force,  without,  and 

*  againft,  the  confent  of  the  people  ; 

«  By  granting  impunity  to  a  foldiery  infligated 
<  to  murder  the  Americans  ; 

*  By  declaring,  that  the  people  of  MalTachu- 
'  fetts-Bay  are  liable  for  offences,  or  pretended 

*  oifences,  done  in  that  colony,  to  be  fent  to,  and 
'  tried  for  the  fame  in  England  ;  or  in  any  co- 
«  LONY  WHERE  they  cannot  have  the  benefit  of 
'  a  jury  of  the  vicinage  ; 

'  By  eflabhfhing  in  Quebec  the  Roman  Catho- 

*  lie  religion,  and  an  arbitrary  government ;  in- 
^  ilead  of  the  Proteftant  religion  and  a  free  go- 
^  vernment. 

^  The  proceedings  which  I-  have  enumxCrated, 

*  either  immediately  or  in  their  evident  confe- 
«  quences,  deeply  affe61:ed  all  the  ^colonies :  ruin 
«  ftared  them  in  the  face,  They  united  their 
«  counfels,  and  laid  their  jud  complaints  before  the 
'  throne,  praying  a  redrefs  of  grievances.     But, 

*  to  their  aftonifhment,  their  dutiful  petition  for 
'  peace  and  fafety,  was  anfwered,  only  by  an 
'  adual  commencement  of  war  and  military  de- 
'  flrufliion ! 

*  In  the  mean-time,  the  Britiih  troops  that  had 

*  been  peaceably  received  by  the  devoted  inhabi- 
^  tants  of  Bofton,  as  the  troops  of  their  fovereign 
'  bound  to  protect  them  !  fortified  that  town,  to 

*  imprifon  the  inhabitants,  and  to  hold  that  capi- 

*  tal  againft  the   people  to  whom  it  belonged  ! 

*  And 
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'And  the  Britifh  rulers  having  determined  to 
'  appeal  from  reafon  and  juflice,  to  violence  and 
^  £irms,  a  felecl  body  of  thofe  troops,  being  in 
'the  night  fuddenly  and  privately  marched  from 
'  Boflon— at  Lexington,  on  the  19th  day  of  April 

*  1775?  ^^^y>  ^y  furprize,  drew  the  fword  of  ci- 
^  vil  war,  and  plunged  it  into  the  breafts  of  the 
'  Americans  !  Againft  this  horrid  injuftice,  the 
'  Almighty  gave  inftant  judgment :  an  handful  of 
^  country  militia  badly  armed,  fuddenly  colleded, 
^  and  unconneftedly  and  irregularly  brought  up 
'  to  repel  the  attack,  difcomfited  the  regular 
^  bands  of  the  tyranny  ;  they  retreated,  and  night 
'  faved  them  from  total  llaughter. 

*  Thus  forced  to  take  up  arms  in  our  own  de- 
'  fence,  America  yet  again  moil  dutifully  petiti- 
'  oned  the  King,  that  he  would  "  be  pleafed  to 
"  direct  fome  mode,  by  which  the  united  appli- 
"  cations  of  his  faithful  colonics  to  the  throne, 
"  in  prefence  of  their  common  councils,  might 
**  be  improved  into  a  happy  and  permanent  re- 
"  conciliation  ;  and  that  in  the  mean  time,  mea- 
"  fures  might  be  taken  for  preventing  the  further 
**  deftruclion  of  the  lives  of  his  Majefly's  fub- 
"  jects  :'*— but  it  was  in  vain  ! — The  petition  on 
'  the  part  of  millions,  praying  that  the  efFufion 

*  of  blood  might  be  stayed,  was  not  thought 
^  worthy  of  an  anfwer  !  The  nefarious  war  conti- 
'  nued.     The  ruins  of  Charlefton,  Falmouth  and 

*  Norfolk,  towns  not  conflrucled  for  offence  or 
?  defence,  mark  the  humane  progrefs  of  the  royal 

'  arms : 
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'  arms :  fo  the  ruins  of  Carthage,  Corinth  and 
'  Numantium,  proclaimed  to  the  world  that  juf- 
'  tice  was  expelled  the  Roman  fenate ! — On  the 
<  other  hand,  the  fortitude  with  which  America 
<^-  has  endured  thefe  civil  and  military  outrages ; 

*  the  union  of  her  people,  as  aftonifhing  as  un- 
«  precedented,  when  we  confider  their  various 
'  manners  and  religious  tenets  %  their  diftancc 
«  from  each  other  ;  their  various  and  clalhing  lo- 

*  cal  interefts  ;  their  felf-denial ;  and  their  mira- 
'  culous  fuceefs  in  the  profecution  of  the  war  :  I 

*  fay  thefe  things  all  demonftrate  that  the  Lord  of 

*  Hofts  is  on  our  fide  !  So  it  is  apparent,  that  the 

*  Almighty  Conftructor  of  the   univerfe,  having 

*  formed  this  continent  of  materials  to  compofe 
'  a  ftate  pre-eminent  in  the  world,  is  now  making 
^>tife  of  the  tyranny  of  the  Britifh  rulers,  as  an 
^«  inftrument  to  falhion  and  arrange  thofe  materials 

<  for  the  end,  for  which,  in  his  Wifdom,  he  had 
«  formed  them. 

'  In  this  enlightened  age,  humanity  mufl  be 
'  particularly  Ihocked  at  a  recital  of  fuch  vio- 
'  lenccs  ;  and  it  is  fcarce  to  be  believed,  that  the 
,*  Britifh  tyranny  could  entertain  an  idea  of  pro- 
^  ceeding  againft  America,  by  a  train  of  more 
«  diflionourable  machinations.     But,  nothing  lefs 

*  than  abfolute  proof  has  conviry:ed  us,  that  in 
'  the  carrying  on  the  confpiracy  againft  the  rights 

<  of  humanity,  the  tyranny  is  capable  of  attempt- 

*  ing  to  perpetrate  whatever  is  infamous. 

«  For 


(  IIO  ) 

'  For  the  Jittle  purpofe  of  difarming  the  impri- 
'  foned  inhabitants  of  Bofton,  the  King's  general, 
'  Gage,  in  the  face  of  day,  violated  the  publick 

*  faith  by  himfelf  plighted ;  and  in  concert  with 

*  other  governors,  and  with  John  Stuart,  he 
'  made  every  attempt  to  inftigate  the  favage  na- 

*  tions  to  war  upon  the  fouthern  colonies,  indif- 
,  *  criminately  to  maifacre  man,  woman  and  child  : 

*  the  governors  in  general  have  demonftrat- 
'  ed,  that  truth  is  not  in  them  ;  they  have  en- 
'  veigled  negroes  from,  and  have  armed  them 

*  againft  their  mafters  j  they  have  armed  brother 
'  againfl  brother — fon  againfl  father  ! — Oh  Al- 

*  mighty  Diredor  of  the  univerfe !  What  confi- 

*  dence  can  be  put  in  a  government  ruling  by 

*  fuch  engines,  and  upon  fuch  principles  of  un- 
'  natural  deftrudion  ! — A  government,  that  on 
'  the  2 1  ft  day  of  December  laft,  made  a  law,  ex 
'  poft  hdio,  to  juftify  what  had  been  done,  not 
'  only  without  law,  but  in  its  nature  unjuft  ! — a 

*  law  to  make  prize  of  all  veiTels  trading  in,  to, 
'  or  from  the  United  Colonies — a  law  to  make 
'  Haves  of  the  crews  of  fuch  veiTels,  and  to  com- 
'  pel  them  to  bear  arms  againft  their  confcience, 

*  their   fathers,    their    bleeding    country  ! — The 

*  v/orld,    fo   old  as   it  is,  heretofore   had   never 

*  heard  of  fo  atrocious  a  procedure  :  it  has  no 
'  parallel  in  the  regiflers  of  tyranny.-^But  to 
'  proceed, 

'  The  King's  judges  in  this  country  refufed  to 
•^  adminifler  jufticc  j  and  the  late  governor  lord 

«  William 
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«  William  Campbell,  ading  as  the  King's  repre- 
'  fentative  for  him  and  on  his  behalf,  having  en- 
'  deavoured  to  fubvert  the  Cohftitution  of  this 

*  country,  by  breaking  the  original  contract  be- 
<  tween  King  and  people,  attacking  the  people  by 

*  force  of  arms ;  haiving  violated  the  fundamental 

*  laws  ;  having  carried  off  the  great  feal,  and  hav- 

*  ing  withdrawn  himfelf  out  of  this  colony,  he 
'  abdicated  the  government. 

'  Oppressed   by  fuch  a  variety  of  enormous 

*  injuries,  continental  and  local,  civil  and  milita- 

*  tary ;  and  by  divers  other  arbitrary  and  illegal 
'  courfes  ;  all  done  and  perpetrated  by  the  affent, 
'  command  or  fufferance,  of  the  King  of  Great- 

*  Britain ;  the  reprefentatives  of  South-Carolina 
'  in  Congr^fs  affembled,  found  themfelves  under 

*  an  unavoidable  neceffity  of  eflablifliing  a  form 

*  of  government,  with  powers  legillative,  execu- 

*  tive  and  judicial,  for  the  good  of  the  people  ; 
^  the  origin  and  great  end  of  all  jufi;  government. 

' For  this  only  end,  the  houfe  of  Brunfwick 

'  was  called  to  rule  over  us.-— Oh  !  agonizing 
«  refledion  !  that  houfe  ruled  us  with  fwords, 
'  fire  and  bayonets !  The  Britiih  government  ope- 
'  rated  only  to  our  deftruftion.  Nature  cried 
'  aloud,    felf-prefcrvation   is   the  great  law — we 

*  have  but  obeved, 

^  If  I  turn  my  thoughts  to  recollect  in  hiftory, 
'  a  change  of  government  upon  more  cogent  rea- 
'  fons  J  I  fay,  I  know  of  no  change  upon  princi- 

'^  pies 
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*  pies  fo  provoking — compelling — juftifiable.  And 

*  in  thefe  refpefts,  even  the  famous  revolution  in 
'  England  in  the  year  1688,  is  much  inferior.- — 
'  However,  we  need  no  better  authority  than 
'  that  illuftrious  precedent ;  and  I  will  therefore 
'  compare  the  caufes  of,  and  the  law  upon  the 
'  two  events. 

'  Om  the  feventh  of  February  1688,  the  lords 
'  and  commons  of  England,  in  convention,  com- 

*  pleted  the  following  refolution  ; 

*'  Resolved,  that  King  James  the  Second 
"  having  endeavoured  to  fubvert  the  conftitution 
"  of  the  kingdom,  by  breaking  the  original  con- 
"  trad  between  King  and  people  ;  and,  by  the 
*'  advice  of  Jefuits  and  other  wicked  perfons, 
"  having  violated  the  fundamental  laws ;  and 
"  having  withdrawn  himfelf  out  of  this  king- 
*'  dom  ;  has  abdicated  the  government,  and  that 
*'  the  throne  is  thereby  vacant." 

'  That  famous  refolution  deprived  James  of 

*  his  crown  ;  and  became  the  foundation  on  which 
«  the  throne  of  the  prefent  King  of  Great-Britain 
'  is  built — it  alfo  fupports  the  edifice  of  govern- 

*  ment  which  we  have  eredted. 

'  In  that  refolve,  there  are  but  three  fadts  ftat- 
'  ed  to  have  been  done  by  James  :  I  will  point 
'  them  out,  and  examine,  whether  thofe  fafts  will 
'  apply  to  the  prefent  King  of  Great-Britain,  with 

'  regard 
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^  regard  to  the  operations  of  government,  by  him 

*  or  his  reprefentative,  immediately  or  by  confe- 

*  qiience  affefting  this  colony. 

'■*  The  firft  fa6t  is,  the  having  endeavoured  to 
'  fubvert  the  conftitution  of  the  kingdom,    by 

*  breaking  the  original  contfacl. 

*  The  violation  of  the  fundamental  laws  is  the 
'  fecond  faft  ;  and  in  fupport  of  thefe  two  charges, 
'  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  and  commons, 
'  alTembled  at  Weftminfter  on  the  12th  day  of 
'February  1688,  declared  that  James  was  guil- 
*ty; 

*^  By  affuming  and  exercifmg  a  power  of  dif- 
*'  penfmg  with,  and  fufpending  of  laws,  and  the 
«*  execution  of  laws,  without  confent  of  parlia- 
**  ment ; 

"  By  committing  and  profecuting  divers  wor- 
''  thy  prelates,  for  humbly  petitioning  to  be  ex- 
"  cufed  from  concurring  to  the  faid  aifumed 
"  power  ; 

*'  By  iffuing  and  caufmg  to  be  executed  a  com- 
"  miffion,  under  the  great  feal,  for  erecting  a 
"  court,  called  The  Court  of  Commiffioners  for 
"  Ecclefiaftical  Caufes  ; 

"  By  levying  money  for  and  to  the  ufe  of  the 
"  crown,  by  pretence  of  prerogative,  for  other 
"  time,  and  in  other  manner,  than  the  fame  was 
"  granted  by  parliament  j 

"  By  raifing  and  keeping  a  {landing  army  wlth- 
O  '    "  in 
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"  in  this  kingdom  in  time  of  peace,  without  con» 
"  fent  of  parliament  j  and  quartering  foldiers 
'*  contrary  to  law  ; 

'*  By  caufmg  feveral  good  fubjecls,  being  Pro- 
"  teftants,  to  be  difarmed,  at  the  fame  time 
"  when  Papifts  were  both  armed  and  employed 
"  contrary  to  law  ; 

"  By  violating  the  freedom  of  eleQion  of  mem- 
*'  bers  to  ferve  in  parliament ; 

"  By  profccutions  in  the  court  of  King's  bench, 
"  for  matters  and  caufes  cognizable  only  in  par- 
"  liament ;  and  by  divers  other  arbitrary  and 
"  illegal  courfes." 

'  This  declaration,  thus  containing  two  points 
'  of  criminality — breach  of  the  original  contract, 

*  and  violation  of  fundamental  laws — 1  am  to  dif- 

*  tinguifh  one  from  the  other. 

'  In  the  firfl  place  then,  it  is  laid  dov/n  in  the 

*  befl  law-authorities,  that  proteclion  and  fubjec- 
'  tion  are  reciprocal  5  and  that  thefe  reciprocal 

*  duties  form  the  original  contrad  between  King 
'  and  people.  It  therefore  follows,  that  the  ori- 
'  ginal  contradt  was  broken  by  James's  conduct 

*  as  above  (iated,  which  amounted  to  a  not  af- 

*  fording  due  proteclion  to  his  people.     And  it  is 

*  as  clear  that  he  violated  the  fundamental  laws, 
'  by  the  fufpending  of  laws,  and  the  executioa 

*  of  laws ;  by  levying  m^oney ;  by  violating  the 

*  freedom  of  election  of  members  to  ferve  in  par- 
'  liament  j  by  keeping  a  (landing  army  in  time  of 

'  peace .; 
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*  peace ;  and  by  quartering  foidiers  contrary  to 

*  law,  and  without  confent  of  parliament ;  which 
«  is  as  much  as  to  fay,  that  he  did  thofe  things 

*  without  confent  of  the  legiflative  affembly,  chofen 

*  by  the  personal   election  of  that  people, 

*  over  whom  fuch  doings  were  exercifed. 

.'These   points,    reafohings  and  conclufions, 

*  being  fettled  in,  deduced  from,  and  eftablilhed 

*  upon  parliamentary  proceedings,  and  the  beft 
'  law-authorities,  mufl  ever  remain  unfhaken, 
■'*■  I  am  now  to  undertake  the  difagreeable  talk  of 
'  examining,  whether  they  will  apply  to  the  vio- 
'  lences  which  have  lighted  up,  and  now  feed  the 

*  flames  of  civil  war  in  America. 


^  James  the  Second  fufpended  the  operation 
'  of  laws — George  the  Third  caufed  the  charter 

*  of  the  Maffachufetts-Bay  to  be  in  efFed  annihi- 

*  lated ;  he  fufpended  the  operation  of  the  law 

*  which  formed  a  legiflature  in  New- York,  vefl- 
'  ing  it  with  adequate  powers  ;  and  thereby  he 
'  caufed  the  very  ability  of  making  lav/s  in  that 

*  colony  to  be  fufpended. 

'  King  James  levied  money  without  the  con- 

*  fent  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  called 

*  upon  to  pay  it — King  George  has  levied  money 
'  upon  America,  not  only  without,  but  exprefsly 
'  againfl  the  confent  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
'  people  in  America. 

'  King 
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'  King  James  violated  the  freedom  of  elec- 
'  tion  of  members  to  ferve  in  parliament — King 

*  George,  by  his  reprefentative  lord  William 
'  Campbell  acting  for  him  and  on  his  behalf, 
'  broke  through  a  fundamental  law  of  this  country, 
'  for  the  certain  holding  of  general  affemblies  ;  and 

*  thereby,  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  not  only  violat- 
'  ed,  but  annihilated  the  very  ability  of  holding 
'  a  general  alTembly. 

*  King  James,  in  time  of  peace,  kept  a  ftand- 
'  ing  army  in  England,  without  confent  of  the 
'  reprefentatives  of  the  people  among  whom  that 

*  army  was  kept — King  George  hath,  in  time  of 
'  peace,  invaded  this  continent  with  a  large  ftand- 
'  ing  army  without  the  confent,  and  he  hath  kept 
'  it  within  this   continent,  exprefsly  againfl:  the 

*  confent  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people, 
'  among  whom  the  army  is  polled. 

'  All  which  doings  by  King  George  the  Third, 
'  refpefting   America,  are  as   much   contrary  to 

*  our  interefts  and  welfare  ;  as  much  againfl  law, 
'  and  tend  as  much,  at  lead,  to  fubvert  and  ex- 
'  tirpate  the  liberties  of  this  colony,  and  of  Ame- 
'  rica ;  as  the  fimilar  proceedings  by  James  the 
'  Second  operated  refpc«5ling  the  people  of  Eng- 

*  land.  For  the  fame  principle  of  law  touching 
'  the  premifes,  equally  applies  to  the  people  of 
'  England  in  the  one  cafe,  and  to  the  people  of 
'  America  in  the  other.     And  this  is  the  great 

*  principle.     Certain  acts  done,  over  and  affecl- 

'  ing 
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*  ing  a  people,  againft  and  without  their  con- 
'  SENT  exprefled  by  themselves,  or  by  e.epre- 
«  sentatives  of  their  own  election. — Upon 

*  this  only  principle  was  grounded  the  complaints 
'  of  the  people  of  England — upon  the  fame  is 

*  grounded  the  complaints  of  the  people  of  Ame- 
'  rica.  And  hence  it  clearly  follows,  that  if  James 
«  the  Second  violated  the  fundamental  laws  of 
<  England,  George  the  Third  hath  alfo  violated 
'  the  fundamental  laws  of  America. 

'  Again  : 

'  King  James  broke  the  original  contradt,  by 
'  not  affording  due  proteftion  to  his  fubjeds,  al- 
'  though  he  was  not  charged  with  having  feized 

*  their  towns,  and  with  having  held  them  againft 
'  the  people — or  with  having  laid  them  in  ruins 
'  by  his  arms — or  with  having  feized  their  vefTels 
'  — or  with  having  purfued  the  people  with  fire 
'  and  fword— -or  with  having  declared  them  rebels, 
'for  refifling  his  arms  levelled  to  deflroy  their 
'  lives,  liberties  and  properties — But  George  the 

*  Third  hath  done  all  thofe  things  againft  Ame- 
'  rica  ;  and  it  is  therefore  undeniable,  that  he 
'  hath  not  afforded  due  protection  to  the  people. 
'  Wherefore,  if  James  the  Second  broke  the  ori- 
'  ginal  contradt,  it  is  undeniable  that  George  the 
'  Third  has  alfo  broken  the  original  contract  be- 
'  tween  King  and  people  ;  and  that  he  made  ufe 
'  of  the  moft  violent  meafures  by  which  it  could 
'  be  done — Violences,  of  which  James  was 
'  guiltless — Meafures,  carrying  conflagration, 

maffacre 
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*  maffacre  and  open  war  amidft  a  people,  whofe 
'  fubjedion  to  the  King  of  Great-Britain,    the 

*  law  holds  to  be  due,  only  as  a  return  for  pro- 

*  tedion.     And  fo  tenacious  and  clear  is  the  law 

*  upon  this  very  principle,  that  it  is  laid  down, 

*  fubjedion  is  not  due  even  to  a  King  de  jure  or 

*  of  right,  unlefs  he  be  alfo  King  de  fadto   or  in 

*  poifeflion  of  the  executive  powers  difpenfing 
'  protedion. 

*  Again:  The  third  faft  charged againft  James, 
«  is,  that  he  withdrew  hiinfelf  out  of  the  kingdom : 
«  And  we  know  that  the  people  of  this  country 

*  have  declared,  that  lord  William  Campbell,  the 
'  King  of  Great-Britain's  reprefentativc,  "  hav- 
*'  ing  ufed  his  utmofl  efforts  to  deftroy  the  lives, 
**  liberties  and  properties  of  the  good  people  here, 
"  whom  by  the  duty  of  his  flation  he  was  bound 
^  to  protect,  withdrew  himfelf  out  of  the  colo- 
*'  ny." — Hence  it  will  appear,  that  George  the 

*  Third  hath  witlidrawn  himfelf  out  of  this  colo- 
'  ny,  provided  it  be  eftabliflied,  that  exaftly  the 

*  fame   natural   confequence    refulted   from   the 

*  withdrawing  in  each  cafe  refpectively :  King 
'  James  perfonally  out  of  England,  and  King 
'  George  out  of  Carolina,  by  the  agency  of  his 
'  fubftitute  and  reprefentativc  lord  William  Camp- 

*  bell. — By  King  James's  withdrawing,  the  exe- 
'  cutive  magiftrate  was  gone,  thereby,  in  the  eye 
'  of  the  law,  the  executive  magiftrate  was  dead, 

*  and  of  confequence  royal  government  adually 

*  ceafed  in  England — So  by  King  George's  repre- 

'  fentative's 
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•^'fentative's  tvithdrawing,  the  executive  magiftrate 
'  was  gone,  the  death  in  law  became  apparent, 

*  and  of  confequence  royal  government  aftually 
'  ceafed  in  this  colony.  Lord  William  withdrew 
*as  the  King's  repirefentative,  carrying  of  the 

*  great  feal  and  royal  inflrudions  to  governors, 
'  and  afting  for  and  on  the  part  of  his  principal, 
'  by  every  conftrudion  of  law,  that  conduct  be- 

*  came  the  condud  of  his  principal ;  and  thus, 

*  James  the  Second  withdrew  out  of  England ; 
<  and  George  the  Third  withdrew  out  of  South- 
«  Carolina ;  and  by  fuch  a  conduft  refpedively, 

*  the  people  in  each  country  were  exadly  in  the 

*  fame  degree  injured. 

'  The  three  fatl:s  againft  King  James  being 
^  thus  flated  and  compared  with  fimilar  proceed- 

*  ings  by  King  George,  we  are  now  to  afcertain 

*  the  refult  of  the  injuries  done  by  the  firft,  and 
'  the  law  upon  that  point ;  which,  being  afcer- 
'  tained,  muft  naturally  conftitute  the  judgment 

*  in  law,  upon  the  refult  of  the  fimilar  injuries 
'  done  by  the  laft :  and  I  am  happy  that  I  can, 

*  give  you  the  beft  authority  upon  this  important 

*  point. 

f  Treating  upon  this  great  precedent  in  con- 

*  (litutional  law,  the  learned  judge  Blaekftone 
^  declares,  that  the  refult  of  the  fads  "  amounted 
*'  to  an  abdication  of  the  government,  which 
"  abdication  did  not  affed  only  the  perfon  of 
"  the  King  himfelf,  but  alfo  all  his  heirs;  and 
-      -^  "  rendered 
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*^  rendered  the  throne  abfolutely  and  completely 
"  vacant."  Thus  it  clearly  appears,  that  the  go- 
'  vernment  was  not  abdicated,  and  the  throne 
'  vacated,  by  the  refolution  of  the  lords  and  com- 
'  mons ;  but,  that  the  refolution  was  only  decla- 
'  ratory  of  the  law  of  nature  and  reafon,  upon 
'  the  refult  of  the  injuries  proceeding  from  the 
'  three  combined  fafts  of  mal-adminiftration. — 

*  And  thus,  as  I  have  on  the  foot  of  the  befl  au- 
'  thorities  made  it  evident,  that  George  the  Third, 

*  King  of  Great-Britain,  has  endeavoured  to  fub- 
'  vert  the  conftitution  of  this  country,  by  break- 
'  ing  the  original  contradl  between  King  and 
'  people  ;  by  the  advice  of  wicked  perfons   has 

*  violated  the  fundamental  laws  ,  and  has  with- 
'  drawn  himfelf  by  withdrawing  the  conftitutional 
'  benefits  of  the  kingly  office,  and  his  protedion 

*  out  of  this  country  :  from  fuch  a  refult  of  in- 

*  juries,  from  fuch  a  conjundlure  of  circum- 
'  fiances — the  law  of  the  land  authorizes  me  to 

*  declare,  and  it  is  my  duty  boldly  to  declare  the 
'  law,  that  George  the  Third,  King  of  Great- 
'  Britain,  has  abdicated  the  government,  and  that 

*  the  throne  is  thereby  vacant ;  that  is,  he   has 

'  NO     AUTHORITY     OVER     US,    and     WE     OWE     NO 

'  OBEDIENCE  TO  HIM. The  Britilh  miniflers 

'  already  have  prefented  a  charge  of  mine  to  the 
«  notice  of  the  lords  and  commons  in  parliament ; 

*  and  I  am  nothing  loath  that  they  take  equal 
'  refentment  againft  this  charge.  For,  fupported 
'  by  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  conflitution, 
'  and  engaged  as  I  am  in  the  caufe  of  virtue — 

«  I  fear 


(       121       ) 

*  I  fear  no  confequences  from  their  machinations, 

'Thus,  having  dated  the  principal  caufes  of 

*  our  lafl  revolution,  it  is  as  clear  as  the  fun  in  the 

*  meridian,  that   George   the  Third  has   injured 

*  the  Americans,  at  leaft  as  grievoufly  as  James 
'  the  Second  injured  the  people  of  England  ;  but 
'  that  James  did  not  opprefs  thefe  in  fo  criminal 
'  a  manner  as  George  has  opprefled  the  Ameri- 
'  cans.  Having  alfo  Hated  the  law  on  the  cafe,  I 
'  am  naturally  led  to  point  out  to  you,  fome  of 
'  the  great  benefits  refulting  from  that  revolution. 

% 
*  In  one  word,  then,  you  have  a  form  of  go- 

*  vernment  in  every  refpetl  preferable  to  the  mode 

*  under  the  Britifh  authority ;  and  this  will  moll: 

*  clearly  appear  by  contrafting  the  two  forms  of 
'  government. 

'  Under  the  Britifli  authority  governors  were 
'  fent  over^to  us,  who  were  utterly  unacquainted 
"=  with  our  local  interefts,  the  genius  of  the  peo- 

*  pie,  and  our  laws  ;  generally  they  were  but  too 
'  much  difpofed  to  obey  the  mandates  of  an  arbi- 
'  trary  rainifter  ;  and  if  the  governor  behaved  ill, 
'  we  could  not  by  any  pe^iceable  means  procure 
'  redrefs.^ — But,  under  our  prefent  happy  confti- 

*  tutlon,  our  executive  magiftratc  arifes  according 
«  to  the  fpirit  and  letter  of  Holy  Writ™*'^  their 
"  governors  lliall  proceed  from  the  midft  of 
"  them.'*  Thus,  the  people  have  an  opportunity 
'  of  choofing  a  man  irytimately  acquainted  with 

R  '  their 
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«  their  true  interefts,  their  genius,  and  their  laws  ; 
'  a  man  perfeftly  difpofed  to  defend  them  againft 

*  arbitrary  minifters  ;  and  to  promote  the  happi- 
'  nefs  of  that  people  from  among  whom  he  was- 
'  elevated  ;  and  by  whom,  without  the  leafl:  difE- 
«  culty,  he  may  be  removed  and  blended  in  the 

*  common  mafs. 

'  Again  :  Under  the  Britilli  authority  it  was 

*  in  effeO:   declared,   that  we  had  no  property  ; 

*  nay,  that  v;e  could  not  poffefs  any  ;  and  that 
'  we  had  not  any  of  the  rights  of  humanity.     For 

*  men  who  knew  us  not,  men  who  gained  in  pra- 
'  portion  as  we  loft,  arrogated  to  themfelves  a 

*  right  TO  BIND  us  in  all  cases  avhatsoe- 
'  VER  ! — But  our  conftitution  is  calculated  to 
'  FREE  us  from  foreign  bondage  ;  to  fecure  to 
'  us  our  property  ;  to  maintain  to  us  the  rights 
'  of  humanity  ;  and  to  defend  us  and  our  pofteri- 

*  ty,  againft  Britifli  authority,  aiming  to  reduce 

*  us  to  the  moft  abjed  ilavery  ! 

'  Again  :  The  Britifh  authority  declared,  that 

*  we  Ihould  not  ered  llitting-mills — and,  to  this 

*  unjuft  law,  we  implicitly  and  rcfpeclfully  fub- 

*  mitted  fo  long,  as  with  fafety  to  our  lives  we 

*  could  yield  obedience  to  fuch  authority — but  a 

*  refolution  of  Congrcfs  now  grants  a  premium 
^  to  encourage  the  conftru£tion  of  fuch  mills. 
'  The  Britifti  authority  difcouraged  our  attempt- 

*  ing  to  manufacture  for  our  own  confumption — 
«  but  the  new  conftitution,  by  authorizing  the 

*  difburfemcnt 
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^  dlfburfetnent  of  large  funis  of  money  by  way 

*  of  loan,  or  premium,  encourages   the  making 
«  of  iron,   bar-fteel,   nail-rods,  gun-locks,   gun- 

<  barrels,  fulphur,  nitre,  gun-powder,  lead,  wool- 
« lens,  cottons,  linens,  paper  and  fait. 

«  Upon  the  whole,  it  has  been  the  policy  of  the 

<  Britifh  authority,   to  oblige  us  to  fupply  our 
«  wants  at  their  market,  which  is  the  deareft  in 

*  the  known  world  ;  and  to  cramp  and  confine 

*  our  trade  fo  as  to  be  fubfervient  to  their  com- 
'  merce,  our  real  interefl  being  ever  out  of  the 

*  qucftion. — On  the  other  hand  the  new  confti- 

*  tution  is  wifely  adapted  to  enable  us  to  trade 

*  with  foreign  nations,  and  thereby  to  fupply  our 

*  wants  at  the  cheapeft  markets  in  the  univerfe ; 

*  to  extend  our  trade  infinitely  beyond  what  it 

*  has  ever  been  known  ;  to  encourage  manufac- 

*  turers  among  us ;  and  it  is  peculiarly  formed 

*  to  promote  the  happinefs  of  the  people,  from 

*  among  whom,  by  virtue  and  merit,   the  poor- 
'  EST  MAN  may  arrive  at  the  highest  digni- 

<  TY. — Oh   Carolinians !    happy   would   you   be 
^  under  this  new  conftitution,  if  you  knew  your 

*  %appy  ftate. 

'Possessed  of  a  conftitution  of  government, 
^  founded  upon  fo  generous,  equal  and  natural  a 
•^  principle,— -a  government  exprefsly  calculated 
^  to  make  the  people  rich,  powerful,  virtuous  and 
'  happy,  who  can  wifh  to  change  it,  to  return 
*•  under  a  royal  government  j  the  vital  principles 

'of 
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^  of  which,  are  the  reverfe  in  every  particular  i  It 
'  was  my  duty  to  lay  this  happy  conflitution  be- 
^  fore  you,  in  its  genuine  light-*-it  is  your  duty 

*  to  underfland — to  inflrucl  others— and  to  de- 
«  fend  it. 

'  I  might  here,  with  propriety,  quit  this   truly 

*  important  fubject,  but  my  anxiety  for  the  pub- 

*  lick  weal,  compels  me  yet  to  detain  your  atten- 

*  tion,  while  1  make  an  obfervation  or  two,  upon 
'  one  particular  part  of  the  conflitution. 

'  When    all  the  varioils   attempts    to   enflave 
'  America,  by  fraud  under  guife  of  law ;  by  mi- 

*  litary  threats  ;  by  famine  ;  malTacre  ;  breach  of 
'  publick  faith,  and  open  war  :  I  fay,  when  thefe 
'  things  are  confidered  on  the  one  hand — and  on 

*  the  other,  the  conftitution,  exprelTmg  that  fome 
'  mode  of  government  fhould  be  eftablifhed, 
*'  until  an  accommodation  of  the  unhappy  dilFe- 
*'  rences  between  Great-Britain  and  America  can 
"  be  obtained — an  event  which,  though  traduced 
"  and  treated  as  rebels,  we  ftill  ardently  defire :" 

*  I  fay,  when  thefe  two  points  are  contrafled,  can 
*■  we  avoid  revering  the  magnanimity  of  that  great 
'  council  of  the  ftate,  who,  after  fuch  injuries, 
'  could  entertain  fuch  a  principle  1— But  the  vir- 
^  tuous  are  ever  generous  :  we  do  not  wifii  re- 
'  venge  :  we  earneflly  wifh  an  accommodation  of 

*  our  unhappy   difputes   with   Great-Britain  ;  for 

*  we  prefer  peace  to  war.- — Nay^  there  may  be 
'  even  fuch  an  accommodation,  as,  excluding  every 

'  idea 
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^  idea  of  revenue  by  taxation  or  duty,  or  of  legif- 
'  lation,  by  a£l  of  parliament,  may  veft  the  King 
^  of  Great-Britain  with  fuch  a  Hmited  dominion 
«  over  uSj  as  may  tend,  bona  fide,  to  promote  our 
'  true  commercial  interefts,  and  to  fecure  our  free- 
'  dom  and  fafety — the  only  juii  ends  of  any  do- 
'  minioUi     But,  while  I  declare  thus  much  on  the 

*  one  fide,  on  the  other  it  is  my  duty  alfo  to  de- 

*  clare,  that  in  my  opinion  our  true  commercial 
'  interefls  cannot  be  provided  for,  but  by  fuch  a 
'  material  alteration  of  the  Britifh  acts  of  naviga- 

*  tion,  as,  according  to  the  refolve  of  the  honoura- 
'  ble  the  continental  Congrefs,  "  will  fecure  the 
"  commercial  advantages  of  the  whole  empire  to 
<'  the  mother  country,  and  the  commercial  benefits 
"  of  its  refpediive  members."  And  that  our  li- 
«  berties  and  fafety  cannot  be  depended  upon,  if 
«  the  King  of  Great-Britain  fliould  be  allowed  to 

*  hold  our  forts  and  cannon  ;  or  to  have  autho- 

*  rity  over  a  fmgle  regiment  in  America  ;  or  a 
'  lingle  fhip  of  war  in  our  ports. — ^For  if  he  holds 
«  our  forts,  he  may  turn  them  againfl  us,  as  he 
'  did  Bofton  againil  her  proprietors :  if  he  ac- 
'  quires   our  cannon,    he   will  eftedually   difarm 

*  the  colony  :  if  he  has  a  command  of  troops 
'  among  us,  even  if  we  raife  and  pay  them,  fhac- 
'  kles  are  fixed  upon  us — witnefs  Ireland  and  her 
^  national  army.     The  moft  exprefs  act  of  par- 

*  liament  cannot  give  us  fecurity ;  for  adis  of 
'  parliament  are  as  eafdy  repealed  as  made.   Royal 

*  proclamations  are  not  to  be  depended  upon ; 

*  witnefs  the  dlfappointments  of  the  inhabitants 

'of 
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of  Quebec  and  St.  Auguftine.  Even  a  change 
of  miniftry  will  not  avail  us,  becaufe,  notwith- 
flanding  the  rapid  fucceffion  of  minifters,  for 
which  the  Britilh  court  has  been  famous  during 
the  prefent  reign,  yet  the  fame  ruinous  policy 
ever  continued  to  prevail  againft  America. — In 
fhort,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  declare  in  the  awful 
feat  of  juftice,  and  before  Almighty  God,  that, 
in  my  opinion,  the  Americans  can  have  no  fafety 
but  by  the  Divine  Favour,  their  own  virtue, 
and  their  being  fo  pruden"  as  not  to  leave 

IT   IN    THE    POWER    OF    THE    BrITISH    RULERS 

TO  INJURE  THEM.  Indeed  the  ruinous  and 
deadly  injuries  received  on  our  fide,  and  the 
jealoufies  entertained,  and  which,  in  the  nature 
of  things,  muft  daily  encreafe  againft  us  on  the 
other  ;  demonftrate  to  a  mind,  in  the  leaft  given 
to  refledion  upon  the  rife  and  fall  of  empires, 
that  true  reconcilement  never  can  exift  between 
Great-Britain  and  America,  the  latter  being  in 
fubjedion  to  the  former. — The  Almighty  cre- 
ated America  to  be  independent  of  Britain  :  let 
us  beware  of  the  impiety  of  being  backward  to 
ad  as  inftruments  in  the  Almighty  Hand,  now 
extended  to  accomplifli  his  purpofe ;  and  by 
the  completion  of  which  alone,  America,  in  the 
nature  of  human  affairs,  can  be  fecure  againft 
the  craft  and  infidious   defigns  of  her    ene- 

MIKS,     WHO     think      her     PROSPERITY      AND 

POWER  ALREADY  BY  FAR  TOO  GREAT. 

In  a  word,  our  piety  and  political  fafety  are  fo 
blended,  that  to  refufe  our  labours  in  this  divine 

*  work. 
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Vwork,  ,is  to  refufe  to  be  a  great,  a  free,  a  pious 
«  aii4^il^^PPy  P^^^P'^^  • 

*  And  now,  having  left  the  important  alterna- 
'  tive,  political  happinefs  or  wretchcdnefs,  under 
«  God,  in  a  great  degree  in  your  own  hands  j  I 
«  pray  the  Supreme  Arbiter  of  the  affairs  of  men, 
«  fo  to  dired  your  judgment,  as  that  you  may  ad 
<  agreeably  to  what  feems  to  be  his  will,  revealed 
*  in  his  miraculous  works  in  behalf  of  America, 
*:  bleeding  at  the  altar  of  liberty  !* 

The  fentiments  contained  in  this  charge,  from 
the  bench  of  juftice,  were  re-echoed  from  the 
grand-juries  in  the  different  diftrids.  °  This  firfl 
general  affembly,  agreeably  to  the  conftitution 
they  had  framed,  was  diffolved  on  the  2,1  ft  of 
Odobcr  of  the  fame  year,  and  a  general  eledion 
for  members  of  legiilature  was  immediately  held 
throughout  the  ftate.  Such  was  the  union  of  the 
people,  and  fo  general  their  acquiefcence  in  the 
meafures  adopted  by  their  reprefentatives,  that 
tlie  former  members  were  almoft  univerfally  re- 
turned. The  new  affembly  met  on  the  6th  of 
J^ecember  1776,  and,  in  a  few  days  after,  re- 
cj^pfe  the  former  prefident  and  vice-prefident. 
The  government  had  energy,  and  was  cheerfully 
obeyed.  So  much  tranquility  reigned  in  every 
part  of  South-Carolina,  that,  after  the  departure 
c^f  the  Britifli  fleet  and  army  in  July,  and  the 
termination  of  the  Cherokee  expedition  in  Oc- 
tober 
"  See  note  xiii. 
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tober  1776,  events  which  ihall  hereafter  be  more 
particularly  explained,  the  bulk  of  the  people 
were  fcarcely  fenfible  of  any  revolution,  or  that 
the  country  was  at  war. 

The  policy  of  the  rulers  in  departing  as  little 
as  poffible  from  ancient  forms  and  names,  made 
the  change  of  fovereignty  lefs  perceptible.  The 
inhabitants  had  long  been  in  the  habit  of  receiv- 
ing laws  from  a  general  aifembly  and  council. 
The  adminiftration  of  the  government  in  times 
paft,  on  the  demife  of  the  governor,  had  been 
uniformly  committed  to  one  of  the  council,  under 
the  title  of  prefident.  The  people  felt  themfelves 
fecure  in  their  perfons  and  properties,  and  expe- 
rienced all  the  advantages  of  law  and  govern- 
ment. Thefe  benefits  were  communicated  under 
old  names,  though  derived  from  a  new  fove- 
reignty. Their  ancient  laws  and  cuftoms  were 
generally  retained.  The  kingly  office  was  drop- 
ped, and  the  revolution  took  place  without  any 
violence  or  convulfion. 

South-Carolina  was  the  firft  of  the  United 
Colonies  that  formed  an  independent  conflitution; 
but  as  this  was  done  on  temporary  principles,  the 
declaration  of  independence  by  the  continental 
Congrefs,  which  took  place  on  the  4th  of  July 
1776,  made  it  neceffary  to  new  model  that  tem- 
porary form  of  government,  fo  as  to  accommo- 
date it  to  that  great  event.  So  unlimited  was  the 
confidence  which  the  inhabitants  repofed  \\}  their 

reprefentatives, 
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reprefentatives,  that  they  entrufted  the  fame  body 
of  men  with  the  power  of  revifing  the  confl;itu- 
tion,  as  well  as  that  of  enacting  laws.  The  elec- 
tions in  every  part  of  the  ftate  were  conduced 
on  the  idea  that  the  members  ch6fen,  over  and 
above  the  ordinary  powers  of  legiilators,  fliould 
have  the  power  to  frame  a  new  conftitution  fuited 
to  the  declared  independence  of  the  flatc.  Au- 
thorized in  this  manner,  the  legiflature,  in  January 
1777,  began  the  important  buhnefs  of  framing 
a  permanent  form  of  government.  The  gene- 
rous confidence  repofed  in  the  elefted  by  the 
eledors,  met  with  a  fuitable  return  of  fidelity 
on  their  part.  Inflead  of  increaling  their  own 
powers  as  legiflators,  they  diminiflied  thofe  of 
which  they  v/ere  in  polTeffion  by  the  temporary 
conftitution,  and  extended  the  privileges  of  their 
conftituents :  nor  did  they  proceed  to  give  a 
final  fanQion  to  their  deliberations  on  the  fubjed: 
of  the  conftitution,  till  they  had  fubmitted  them 
for  the  fpace  of  a  year  to  the  confideration  of 
the  people  at  large.  From  the  general  approba- 
tion of  the  inhabitants,  the  new  conftitution  re- 
ceived all  the  authority  which  could  have  been 
conferred  on  the  procecdir^gs  of  a  convention 
exprefsiy  delegated  for  the  exclufive  purpofe  of 
framing  a  form  of  government.  The  temporary 
conftitution,  ratified  in  March  1776,  differs  from 
that  which  was  framed  in  1777  and  1778  in  the 
following  particulars*  By  the  laft  the  appellation 
of  the  country  was  changed  from  colony  to  ftate, 
and  of  the  chief  magi  ft  rate  from  prefident  to 
S  governor. 
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governor.     A  rotation  was  alfo  cflablifhcd  in  the 
offices  of  governor,  privy-councillor,  {heriff,  trea- 
furer,  fecretary  of  the  ftate,    regifter   of  mefnc 
conveyances,  attorney-general,  furveyor-general, 
powder-receiver,   collectors   and  comptrollers  of 
the  cufloms,  fo  that  in  the  firfl:  three  offices  no 
one  perfon  can  ferve  more  than  two  years  out  of 
fix,  and  in  all  the  following  ones  no  more  than 
four  years  out  of  eight.     And  the  Icgillative  au- 
thority was  reduc'ed  from  three  to  two  branches. 
Inftead   of  the   legiflative-council,  appointed  by 
the  conftitution  of  1776,  to  be   chofen  by  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  people  out  of  their  own 
body,  a  fenate,  confiding  of  twenty-eight  mem- 
bers, each  upwards  of  thirty  years  of  age,  to  be 
elected  by  the  people  in  their  refpectivc  parifhes 
and  diftrifts,  was,  by  the  conftitution  of  1778, 
conftituted  a  branch   of  legiflature.     The    oath 
prefcribed  by  the  temporary  conftitution  of  1776, 
to  be  taken  by  all  perfons  chofen  or  appointed 
to  any  office,  or  to  any  place  of  truft,  before  en- 
tering on  the  execution  of  office,  was  in  the  fol- 
lowing words  :  '  I  A.  B.  do  fwear  that  I  will,  to 
'  the  utmoft  of  my  pov/er,  fupport,  maintain  and 
'  defend  the  conftitution    of   South-Carolina   as 

*  eftabliftied  by  Congrefs  on  the  26th  of  March 

*  1776,  until  an  accommodation  of  the  differences 

*  between  Great-Britain  a?id  America  fnail  take 
'  place,  or  I  iliali  be  releafed  from  this  oath  by 

*  ths   legifiativc    authority    of   the   faid   colony/ 
But  by  the  permanent  conftitution,    eftabliihed 

after 
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ufter  the  declaration  of  independence,  it  was 
made  necelTary  for  all  publick  officers,  before  en- 
tering on  the  execution  of  their  offices,  to  take 
an  oath  in  the  following  words  :  '  I  i\.  B.  do  ac- 
^  knowledge  the  ftate  of  South- Carolina  to  be  a 

*  free,  independent  and  fovereign  ftate  ;  and  that 
'  the  people  thereof  owe  no  allegiance  or   obe- 

*  dience  to  George  the  Third,  King  of  Great- 
'  Britain.     And  I   do  renounce,  refufe  and  ab- 

*  jure  any  allegiance  or  obedience  to  him  j  and 
VI  do  fwear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will,  to  the  utmofl 
.'of  my  power,   fupport,    maintain  and    defend 

*  the  faid  ftate  againft  the  faid  King  George  the 

*  Third,  his  heirs  and  fucceffbrs,  and  his  or  their 
.Va'bettors,  affiftants  and  adherents/ 

The  conftitution  of  1776  was  filent  on  the 
fubjed  of  religious  eftablifliment,  but  that  of 
1778  aboliftied  every  trace  of  fuperiority  which 
had  before  elevated  any  one  denomination  above 
another,  and  put  all  fefts  of  Protcftants  on  the 
footing  of  moft  perfedl  equality.  It  held  forth 
_tpleration  to  all  men  who  believed  in  a  Deity, 
and  ordained  a  nominal  eftablifhment  of  the,  Pro- 
teftant  rehgion,  but  left  the  clergy  of  all  deno- 
minations without  any  publick  fupport,  to  be 
maintained  by  the  voluntary  contributions  of 
their  adherents. 

The  new  conftitution  having  been  approved  of 
by  both  the  deliberative  branches  of  legiflature, 
and  alfo  having  gained  the  implied  confent  of  the 

people. 
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people,  the  general  affembly  and  legillative-council 
proceeded  in  March  1778  to  give  it  a  final  fanc- 
tion  in  the  form  of  a  law.  To  this  end  they  pre- 
fented  it  to  prefident  Rutledge  for  his  affent.  By 
virtue  of  the  negative  power  delegated  to  him 
by  the  temporary  conflitution,  he  refufed  to  pafs 
it.  He  gave  reafons  for  his  rcfufal  in  the  fol- 
lowing fpeech,  addrefled  to  both  houfes : 

*  Honourable  gentlemen  of  the  legiflative-council, 

'  Mr.  Speaker,  and  gentlemen  of  the  general 
'  aflembly, 

*  Your  prefenting  a  bill  which  I  am  under  the 
«  abfolute  necelTity  of  rejecting,  gives  me  infinite 

*  concern,  as  I  have  very  great  deference  for  your 

*  opinion.  But  I  fhould  betray  the  important 
'  trull  repofed  in  me,  and  be  utterly  unworthy  of 
'  the  publick  confidence,  if  any  confideration  could 
'  induce  me  to  fubmit  my  own  judgment  upon  this 
'  occafion  to  that  of  others  however  refpedtable. 

'  Having  thoroughly  revolved  the  matter,  I 

*  think  myfelf  bound  to  refufe  alTent  to  this  bill ; 

*  and,  being  refponfible  for  the  faithful  difcharge 

*  of  my  duty,  to  declare  the  reafons  for  fuch 
'  refufal. 

'  I  have  taken  an  oath  to  prefide  over  the  peo- 
'  pie  of  this  flate,  according  to  the  conftitution 
'  or  form  of  government  agreed  to  and  refolved 
«  upon  by  the  reprefentatives   of  South-Carolina 

«  in 
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*  in  March  1776;  it  is  therefore  impoflible  for 
'  mc,  without  breach  of  this  folemn  obligation, 
'  to  give  my  fanclion  to  the  eftablilhraent  of  a 
'  different  mode  of  government.     But  if  I  were 

*  not  reftrained  by  an  oath,  I  fhould  neverthelefs' 

*  put  a  negative  on  the  bill,  becaufe  it  annihilates 
'  one  branch  of  the  legiflature,  and  transfers  the 
'  right  of  elefliing  another  branch  from  the  ge- 
'  neral  affembly  to  the  people  -,  and  nothing  is 

*  clearer  to  me  than  that  we  have  not  lawful 
'  power  fo  to  do.  For,  on  the  late  diifolution 
'  of  government,  the  people,  being  at  liberty  to 

*  choofe  what  form  they  pleafed,  agreed  to  one 

*  veiling  an  authority  for  making  the  laws  by 
'  which  they  were  to  be  bound  in  three  branches, 
'  and  committed  it  to  the  care  of  the  feveral 
'  branches,  not  to  be  violated  or  infringed,  but 

*  to  be  preferved  as  a  facred  depofite,  as  that  fe- 
'  curity  of  their  lives,  liberties  and  propertieSj 
'  which,  after  mature  deliberation,  they  deemed 
^  it  wifeft  to  provide.  The  legiflative  authority, 
'  being  fixed  and  limited,  cannot  change  or  de- 
'  ftroy  itfelf  without  fubverting  the  conllitution 
'  from  which  it  is  derived.  The  people  by  that 
'  delegated  to  us  a  power  of  making  laws,  not  of 
ilcreating  legillators  ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt 

*  that  if  we  have  authority  to  take  the  right  of 

*  ele£ting  a  legiflative-council  from  that  body  in 
'  which  the  conftitution  placed  it,  and  give  it  to 

*  another,  we  may  not  only  do  th^e  like  with  the 
<  right  of  eleding  members  of  affembly,  and  a 

*  .prefident,  but  vefl  the  eleftion  of  both  the  af- 
:u'  '  fembly 
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'  fcmbly  and  council  in  any  other  body  inftead  of 

*  the  people,  and  the  election  of  a  prefident  in 
'  fonie  other  body  than  the  council  and  aflembly; 

*  and  that  if  we  have  power  to  lop  one  branch 
^  of  the  legiflature,  we  may  cut  off  either  of  the 

*  other  branches,  and  fuffer  the  legiflative  autho- 

*  rity  to  be  exercifed  by  the  remaining  branch 
«  only,  or  abolifh  the  third  alfo,  and  inveft  the 

*  whole  authority  in  fome  other  perfon  or  bodv. 

*  Nor  is  it  chimerical  to  fuppofe  that  fuch  infrac» 

*  tions  may  be  attempted  by  others,  fince  viola- 
«  tions  fimilar  to  thefe  have  been  committed.  We 
«  know  that  one  of  the  houfes  of  parliament  voted 

*  the  other  houfe  ufelefs  and  dangerous,  and  that 
'  it  ought  to  be  abolilhed — That  publick  bodies, 

*  eleded  and  eligible  by  the  people,  have  wrefted 
'the  right   of   election  from  their  conftituents, 

*  filling  up  vacancies,  which  the  deaths  of  mem- 
'  bers  occafioned,   by   their  own   choice — That 

*  an  Englilh  parliament  enacted  a  law  empower- 

*  ing  the  King,  for  the  time  being,  with  advice 
'  of  the  major  part  of  his  council,  to  fet  forth 
'  proclamations  under  fuch  pains  and  penalties  as 
'to  him  and  them  fhould  feem  neceflary,  and 
«  declaring  that  thofe  proclamations  fhouW  be 
'  obferved  as  though  they  were  made  by   a6t   of 

*  parliament — That  offenders  againft  them  fhould 

*  be  liable  to  the  forfeitures  and  imprifonment^ 
'  therein  expreifed,  and  adjudged  traitors  if  they 
«  fliould  quit  the  realm  to  avoid  anfwering  their 

*  offence — That    a   Britifh    triennial    parliament 

*  conftitutcd  itfelf,    and   fucceeding   parliaments 

feptennial ; 
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*  fcptennial ;  and  though  frequent  cledions  are 

*  evidently  for  the  benefit  of  the  people^  they 
«  have  ftrove  in  vain  for  upwards  of  half  a  ccn- 
« tu.ry  to  abridge  the  time  of  their  parliament's 

*  duration.  In  fhort,  we  know  that  freedom  is. 
'  totally  extin£t  in  many  nations  whofe  greateft 
'  glory  it  was  for  ages,  by  the  people's  having 

*  furrendered  every  privilege,  and  become  flaves 
'  to  defpotifm.  Experience  therefore  teaches, 
'  that  it  is  the  indifpenfible  duty  of  every  lover 
'  of  his  country  to  adhere  inflexibly  to  its  con- 
'  ftitution,  not  admitting  any  innovation   of  it, 

*  though  fpecious  and  plaufible,  left  the  firft 
«  making  way  for  others,  they  rufh  forward  like 
«  an  impetuous  torrent,  bearing  down  all  before  it. 

'"•  Supposing  however  that  we  had  power  to 
*■  form  a  new  conflitution,  I  apprehend  that  the 
'  caufes  afligned  for  it  are  altogether  infufHcient.- 
"*  The  bill  recites,  "  that  the  prefent  was  tempo- 
"  rary  only,  and  fuited  to  the  fituation  of  publick 
*'  affairs  when  it  was  refolvcd  on,  looking  for- 
*'  ward  to  an  accommodation  with  Great-Britain, 
"  an  event  then  defired.  But  that  the  United 
"  Colonies  have  lince  been  conftituted  indepen- 
*'  dent  flates  by  the  declaration  of  the  honourable 
"continental  Congrefs,  and  it  h  therefore  be- 
"  come  abfolutely  neceffary  to  frame  a  conftitu- 
"  tion  fuited  to  that  great  event."  Admitting 
'  our  form  of  government  to  be  temporary,  it  is 
'  to  continue  until  that  accommodation  fhall  take 
'  place,    until  peace  between   Great-Britain  and 

'  America 
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*  America  Ihall  be  concluded,  though  I  do  not 
'  hold  that  it  muft  then  be  altered,  and  think  it 
^  fhould  not,  unlefs  a  better  can  be  devifed.  We 
'  flill  look  forward  to  fuch  accommodation,  an 

*  event  as  defirable  now  as  it  ever  was,  fo  that 

*  the  fituation  of  publick  affairs  is  in   this  refpeft 

*  the  fame  as  when  the  confiitution  was  eftablifti- 

*  ed  ;  and  though  indeed,  fmce  the  declaration 

*  of  independence,  the  ftyle  of  this  country  is 
'  fomewhat  altered,  having  been  heretofore  one 

*  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  being  now  one  of 
'  the  United  States  of  America ;  yet  it  exercifed, 

*  and  conftitutionaily,  the  fame  fupreme  power 

*  before  as  it  has  fmce  that  period.     Such  decla- 

*  ration  therefore  cannot  make  it  necelfary  to 
'  change  the  form  of  government,  nor  can  I 
'  conceive  any  reafon  which  does.     The  good  of 

*  the  people  being  the   end   of  government,  that 

*  is  the  beft  form  under  which  they  are  happieft  : 
'  they  being  the  fitteft  judges  of  what  would  be 

*  mod:  produ6live  of  their  happinefs,    preferred 

*  the  prefent  mode  of  electing  a  legiflative-coancil 

*  to  that  which  is  offered  for  electing  a  fenate, 
'  probably  becaufe  it  appeared  more  likely  that 

*  perfons  of  the  greatell  integrity,  learnmg  and 
*^  abilities,  would  be  chofen  by  and  from  amongft 
'  their  reprefentatives  when  aiTcmbled,  than  by 
'  electors  in  their  feveral  pariflies  and  diflri^ts ; 
'  and  it  may  have  feemed  incongruous,  that  there 
'  ihould   be  two  reprefentative  bodies,    the  lefs 

*  controling  the  greater.     The   people  alfo  pre- 

*  ferred  a  compounded  or  mixed  government  to 

'  a  fimple 


^^%.  fimple  democracy,  or  one  verging  towards  it, 

*  perhaps  becaufe,  liowever  unexceptionable  de- 

*  mocratic  power  may  appear  at  the  firft  view,  its 
'  efFeds  have  been  found  arbitrary,  fevere  and 
5  deftrudive.  Certain  it  is  that  fy Items,  which, 
'  in  theory  have  been  much  admired,  on  trial 
'  have  not  fucceeded  j  and  that  projects  and  ex~ 
'  pc,riments  relative  to  government  are  of  all 
*"fchemes  the  moil  dangerous  and  fatal.  The 
''people  having  adopted  fuch  a  conftitution  as 

*  feemed  to  them  mod  perfed,  when  it  is  not 
^weri  furmifed  that  any  grievance  or  inconvc- 
*'hience  has  arifen  froni  it,  and  when  thev  are 
'  fatisfied  with  and  happy  under  it,  (which  I  firm- 
^■t^  beheve  they  are)  if  we  had  authority  I  fliould 
'conceive  it  neither  politic,  expedient  or  jufti- 
*'!fiable  to  change  this  fbrm  for  another,  efpecially 
''as  1  think  that  the  one  propofed  will  not  be  bet- 
'  ter  than,  or  fo  good  as,  what  wc  now  enjoy  j  and 
'  ^whether  it  would  or  not,  is  a  fpeculative  point 
'which  time  only  can  determine. 

'  Thus  I  have  fhewn  that  it  is  not  in  my  power 
'to  agree  to  this  bill,  and   why,  if  it    were,  I 

*  fliould  not. 

'  I  AM  not  fo  vain  as  to  imagine  that  what  I 
'-^have  faid  can  influence  your  minds  in  a  matter 
'  which  has  been  fo  lately  the  fubjcd  of  debate. 
.^  But  having  delivered  my  fincere  and  real  fenti- 
'  ments  (with  a  freedom  which  I  hope  is  neither 
^'^  ynbeconiing  or  offenhve)  I  confide  in  your  can- 

T  '  dome 
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'  dour  to  regard  them  as  fucli.  And  now  I  think 
^  proj3er  to  refign  the  office  of  prefident  and  com- 
'  mander  in  chief  of  this  ftate.  I  do  accordingly 
'  refign  it  into  your  hands,  and  requeft  that  you 
'  u'iil  accept  this  refignation,  and  eleQ:  fome  per- 
'  fon  to  it  in  my  {lead.* 

The  reiignation  of  prefident  Rutledge  being 
accepted,  the  legiilative  bodies  proceeded  to  eled 
his  fucceifor.  A  majority  of  their  fuffrages  in 
the  firfl  inftance  were  in  favour  of  the  honourable 
A.  Middleton.  On  account  of  difficulties  that 
flood  in  the  way  of  his  paffing  the  new  conftitu- 
tion,  he  declined  acceptance  of  the  office.  The 
honourable  R.av.'rms  Lowndes  was  foon  after  eleft- 
ed,  and  on  the  19th  of  March  1778  he  gave  his 
aflent  to  the  new  conftitution,  which,  from  that 
time  to  the  prefent,  has  been  the  uniform  rule  of 
government. 

Excepting  in  the  particulars  in  which  a  dif- 
ference has  already  been  ftated,  the  two  confli- 
tutions  are  nearly  the  fame.  They  both  agreed 
in  this  fundamental  point,  that  the  voice  of  the 
people  was  the  fource  of  law,  honour  and  office. 
Criminal  profecutions  v/hich  v/ere  formerly  car- 
ried on  in  the  name  of  the  King,  Tvere  from  that 
^ra  carried  on  in  the  name  of  the  ftate.  The 
fame  offices,  with  nearly  the  fame  duties  and 
powers  that  had  exifted  under  the  royal  govern- 
ment, were  continued  under  the  popular  efiablifh- 
ment,  but  with  this  difference,  that  the  officers 

obtained 
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obtained  their  places  by  the  vote  of  the  legiila- 
ture,  and  not  from  the  appointment  of  the  crown. 
The  majefty  of  the  people  took  the  place  that  had 
formerly  been  occupied  by  the  kingly  office.  By 
this  fubflitution  a  change  of  government  was 
eafily  and  almoft  infenfibly  effected. 


H  A  P  T  E  II 
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CHAPTER       V'tf  T  H. 

Of  the  attack  of  the  fort  on   SuUi'van's  ijtand,  by 
fir  Peter  Parker  and  fir  Henry  Clinton. 

SOON  after  a  regular  form  of  governmehf 
was  adopted,  a  formidable  attack  from  Great- 
Britain  gave  an  opportunity  of  afcertaining  its 
energy.  Governor  Campbell,  from  the  time  of 
liis  abandoning  the  province,  had  been  affiduous 
in  his  attempts  to  procure  a  military  force  to  re- 
duce it  to  obedience.  He  reprefented  the  friends 
of  royal  authority  as  needing  only  the  counte- 
nance of  a  fmall  military  force,  to  give  them  an 
opportunity  of  embodying  for  the  eftablifliment 
of  Britifli  government- — that  Charlefton  might 
be  eafilv  reduced — and  that  the  redudion  of  it 
would  reftore  the  province  to  its'  former  tranqui- 
lity :  crown  officers,  and  their  friends  the  roy- 
sflifts,  aflbciatin'g  chiefly  with  one  another,  and 
not  knowing,  or  not  believing  the  numbers,  the 
relources,  nor  the  cnthufiafm  of  the  oppofitc  party^ 
deceived  themfelves,  and  communicated  their  de'i 
iufions  to  the  rulers  in  Great-Britain. 

Im  the  clbfe  of  the  year  1775,  and  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  1776,  great  preparations  had 
been  made  in  Great-Britain  to  invade  the  Ame- 
rican colonies,  with  a  force  fufiicient  to  compel 
fubmillion. — With  this  view,  early  in  1776,  up- 
wards of  fifty  thcufand  men  were  employed  in 
atlive  operations  againft  America.     Part  of  this 

force 
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^orce  was  ordered  to  the  fouthward,  to  carry  int© 
effect  in  that  quarter  the  defigns  of  the  Britifli 
miniftry.  While  Great-Britain  was,  preparing  to 
invade  her  eolonics,  they  were  equally  affiduou^ 
in  their  endeavours  to  be  ready  to  repel  the  inva- 
fion.  In  South- Carolina  particularly,  every  ex- 
ertion had  been  made .  to  put  the  province,  and 
efpecially  its  capital,  in  a  refpcdable  pofture  of 
defence.  As  one  mean  conducing  thereto,  the 
popular  leaders'had  ereded  works  on  Sullivan's 
ifland.  This  is  fituated  about  fix  miles  nearer 
the  fea  than  that  neck  of  land  between  Afhley 
and  Cooper  rivers,  on  which  Charleilon  fland^, 
and  is  fo  near  the  channel  as  to  be  a  very  con- 
venient pofl  for  annoying  fhips  approaching  the 
town.  At  the  time  the  Britifh  fleet  appeared  off 
the  coaft,  about  twenty-fix  heavy  cannon,  twenty- 
fix-eightcen  and  nine-pounders  were  mounted  at 
Sullivan's  ifland,  on  a  fort  conflrufted  with  pal- 
metto. This  is  a  tree  peculiar  to  the  fouthern 
flates,  which  grows  from  twenty  to  forty  feet 
high  without  branches,  and  then  terminates  in 
fomething  refembling  the  head  of  a  cabbage. 
The  wood  of  it  is  remarkably  fpongy.  A  bullet 
entering  it  makes  no  extended  fradure,  but  bu- 
ries itfelf  without  injuring  the  parts  adjacent. 

.^<N  the  firfl  of  June  1776,  advices  were  re- 
ceived in  Charlefton,  that  a  fleet  of  forty  or  fifty 
fail  were  at  anchor  about  fix  leagues  to  the  north- 
ward of  Sullivan's  ifland.  The  ne:gt  day  the 
alarm  was  fired,  and  expreffes  fent  to  the  officers 

commanding 
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commanding  the  militia  in  the  country,  to  repair, 
with  the  forces  under  their  refpedive  commands, 
to  the  immediate  defence  of  the  capital.  In  a  few 
days  after  feveral  hundreds  of  the  troops  from 
the  Britiih  fleet  were  landed  on  Long-Ifland. 
This  is  fituated  to  the  eaflvvard  of  Sullivan's 
ifland,  and  feparated  from  it  by  a  creek.  On  the 
fourth  of  June  thirty-fix  of  the  tranfports  croffed 
the  bar,  in  front  of  RebeUion  road,  and  anchored 
about  three  miles  from  Sullivan's  iiland  ;  two  of 
them  ran  aground  in  croffmg,  one  of  which  got 
off,  but  the  other  went  to  pieces.  On  the  loth 
of  June  the  Briflol,  a  fifty-gun  fliip,  her  guns 
being  prcvioufly  taken  out,  got  fafely  over.  About 
this  time  a  proclamation  was  fent  afliore,  under 
the  fandion  of  a  flag,  in  which  the  Britifh  gene- 
ral, fir  Henry  Clinton,  promifed  pardon  to  the 
inhabitants,  in  cafe  of  their  laying  dov.'n  their 
arms,  and  quietly  fubmitting  to  the  re-eftablifh- 
ment  of  royal  government.  °  This  produced 
none  of  the  effeds  expected  from  it.  The  mili- 
tia of  the  country  very  generally  obeyed  the  fum- 
mons  of  prefident  Rutledge,  and  repaired  in  great 
numbers  to  Charlefton.  The  regular  regiments 
of  the  adjacent  northern  flates,  having  been  or- 
dered to  the  afTiflance  of  their  fouthern  neigh- 
bours, arrived  at  this  critical  jundure.  The  two 
continental  general  officers,  Armftrong  and  Howe, 
came  about  the  fame  time.  The  v/hole  were  put 
under  the  orders  of  major-general  Lee,  v/ho  was 
appointed  to  the  immediate  command  of  all  the 

forces 
°  See  note  xiv. 
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forces  in  the  fouthern  ftates.     The  great  opinion 
which  was  every  where  entertained  of  the  ability 
and  experience  of  general  Lee,  added  to  the  fpu-its 
of  the  troops  and  inhabitants.     In  a  few  days  the 
Americans,  including  the  militia  of  the  town  and 
country,  amounted  to  five  or  fix  thoufand  men. 
The  firft  South-Carolina  regular  regiment,  com- 
manded by  colonel  Gadfden,    was  (lacioned   at 
fort  Johnfon.     This  is  fituated  about  three  miles 
from  Charlefton,  on  the  moft  northerly  point  of 
James  ifland,  and  is  within  point  blank  fhot  of 
the  channel.     The  fecond  and  third  regular  regi- 
ments of  South-Carolina,  commanded  by  colonels 
Moultrie  and  Tbompfon,  occupied  the  two  extre- 
mities of  Sullivan's  ifland.     The  other  forces  had 
their  pofts  ailigned   them   at    Haddrell's   point, 
James  ifland,  and  along  the  bay  in  front  of  the 
town.     The  ftreets  near  the  water  were  in  diffe- 
rent places  ftrongly  barricaded.     The  (lores  on 
the  wharves,  though  immcnfely  valuable,  were 
pulled  down,  and  lines  of  defence  were  continued 
along  the  water's  edge.     Domeftick  convcnien- 
cies  were  exchanged  for  blankets  and  knapfacks  ; 
and  hoes  and  fpades  were  in  the  hands  of  every 
citizen.     In  a  few  days  by  their  labour,  in   con- 
junction with  a  number  of  negroes  ordered  down 
from  the  country,  fuch  obftrudions  were  thrown 
in  the  way  as  would  have  greatly  embarralTcd  the 
royal  army  attempting  to  land  in  the  town. 

General  Lee  propofed  to  preiident  Rutledgc 
to  bind  the  militia  by  the  formality  of  an  oath. 

Though 
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Though  there  was  no  law  for  this,  yet  fo  great 
was  the  ardour  of  the  people  that  only  two  of 
their  number  refufcd. 

Gn  the  25th  the  Experiment,  a  fifty-gun  (hip, 
arrived  near  the  bar,  and  on  the  26th,  her  guns 
being  previoufly  taken  out,  flie  got  fafely  over. 

On  the  28th  the  fort  on  the  ifland  was  brilkly 
attacked  by  the  two  fifty-gun  fhips,  Briftol  and 
Experiment,  four  frigates,  the  Adive,  Adeon, 
Solebay,  Syren,  each  of  twenty-eight  guns,  the 
Sphynx  of  tv/enty  guns,  the  Friendfliip  armed 
veflel  of  twenty-two  guns.  Ranger  Hoop  and 
Thunder-Bomb,  each  of  eight  guns.  Between 
ten  and  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  the  Thun- 
der-Bomb began  to  throw  fliells.  The  Adive, 
Briftol,  Experiment  and  Solebay,  came  boldly 
on  to  the  attack.  A  little  before  eleven  o'clock 
the  garrifon  fired  four  or  five  fliot  at  the  Adive 
while  under  fail.  When  Ihe  came  near  the  fort 
ilie  dropped  anchor,  and  poured  in  a  broad-fide. 
Her  example  was  followed  by  the  three  other 
veflels,  and  a  moft  tremendous  cannonade  en- 
fued.  The  Thunder-Bomb,  after  having  thrown 
about  fixty  ihells,  was  fo  damaged  as  to  be  inca- 
pacitated from  firing.  Colonel  Moultrie,  with 
three  hundred  and  forty-four  regulars,  and  a  few 
volunteer  militia,  made  a  defence  that  would 
have  done  honour  to  experienced  veterans. 
The  unanimous  thanks  of  Congrefs  were  given 
to  general  Lee,  and  colonels  Moultrie  and  Thom- 

fon 


■'V.,„.,/r,    /!,„»A 


^  A  SKKTCi 


"*%, 


^ 


"t  ■     J^ — 


onSnlivnn  Illan*] 

//  ,^ 


A/'irnfSri  .?iy/^i.'  tTAtu^sH^n. 


(     145     ) 

fon  for  their  good  condud  on  this  memorable 
day.  P  In  compliment  to  the  commanding  officer 
the  fort  from  that  time  was  called  Fort  Moultrie. 
During  the  engagement  the  inhabitants  flood 
with  arms  in  their  hands  at  their  refpedive  pofts, 
prepared  to  receive  the  Britifli  where-ever  they 
might  land.  ImprefTed  with  high  ideas  of  Bri- 
tifh  bravery,  and  diffident  of  the  maiden  courage 
of  their  own  new  troops,  they  were  apprehenfive 
that  the  forts  would  either  be  filenced  or  pafTed, 
and  that  they  Ihould  be  called  to  immediate  ac- 
tion. The  various  pailions  of  the  mind  alTumed 
alternate  fway,  and  marked  their  countenances 
with  anxious  fears  or  cheerful  hopes.  Their  re- 
folution  was  fixed  to  meet  the  invaders  at  the 
water's  edge,  and  difpute  every  inch  of  ground, 
trufling  the  event  to  Heaven,  and  preferring 
death  to  flavcry. 

General  Clinton  was  to  have  pafled  over  to 
Sullivan's  ifland  with  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand on  Long-Ifland  ;  but  the  extreme  danger 
to  which  he  mufl  unavoidably  have  expofed  his 
men,  induced  him  to  decline  the  perilous  attempt. 
Colonel  Thomfon,  with  three  hundred  riflemen 
of  his  regiment,  colonel  Clark,  with  two  hun- 
dred regulars  of  the  North-Carolina  hne,  colo- 
nel Horry,  with  two  hundred  South-Carolina  mi- 
litia, and  the  Racoon  company  of  militia  riflemen, 
with  an  eighteen-pounder,  and  a  field-piece,  were 
Rationed  at  the  eafl  end  of  Sullivan's  ifland  to 
U  oppofe 

p  See  note  xv. 
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oppofe  their  croffing  ;  but  no  ferious  attempt  to 
land  on  Sullivan's  illand  was  made,  either  from 
the  fleet  or  by  the  detachment  on  Long-Ifland. 
The  Sphynx,  Adeon  and  Syren  were  fent  round 
to  attack  the  v/eflern  extremity  of  the  fort.  This 
was  fo  unfinifhed  as  to  afford  very  imperfed:  cover 
to  the  men  at  the  guns  in  that  part,  and  alfo  fo 
fituated  as  to  expofe  the  men  in  the  other  parts  of 
the  fort  to  a  very  dangerous  crofs-fire.  Provi- 
dence on  this  occafion  remarkably  interpofed  in 
behalf  of  the  garrifon,  and  faved  them  from  a 
iate  that,  in  all  probability,  would  otherwile  have 
been  inevitable.  About  twelve  o'clock,  as  the 
three  lad-mentioned  fhips  were  advancing  to  at- 
tack the  weflern  wing  of  the  fort,  they  all  got 
entangled  with  a  fhoal  called  the  Middle  Ground  j 
two  of  them  ran  foul  of  each  other.  The  Ad:eon 
ftuck  faft.  The  Sphynx,  before  Ihe  cleared 
herfelf,  loft  her  bowfprit ;  but  the  Syren  got  off 
without  much  injury.  The  (liips,  in  front  of  the 
fort,  kept  up  their  fire  till  near  feven  o'clock  in 
the  evening  without  intermiflion  ;  after  that  time 
it  flackened.  At  half  paft  nine  the  firing  on  both 
fides  ceafed  ;  and  at  eleven  the  fliips  flipped  their 
cables.  Next  morning  all  the  men  of  v/ar  ex- 
cept the  AQeon  had  retired  about  two  miles  from 
the  illand.  The  garrifon  fired  feveral  ihot  at  the 
Acteon ;  (he  at  firft  returned  them,  but  foon  after 
the  crew  fet  her  on  fire,  and  abandoned  her, 
leaving  her  colours  flying,  guns  loaded,  and  all 
her  ammunition  and  ftores.  She  was  in  a  fliort 
ilait  boarded  by  a  party  of  Am.ericans,  com- 
manded 
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manded  by  captain  Jacob  Milligan,  which  brought 
off  her  colours,  the  fhip's  bell,  and  as  many  fails 
and  ftores  as  three  boats  could  contain.  The  Ame- 
ricans on  board  the  Acleon,  while  flames  were 
burfling  out  on  all  fides,  fired  three  of  her  guns 
at  the  commodore,  and  then  quitted  her.  In 
lefs  than  half  an  hour  after  their  departure  fhe 
blew  up.  The  Briftol  had  forty  men  killed  and 
feventy-one  wounded.  Captain  Morris,  who  com- 
manded her,  loft  his  arm.  Every  man,  who  was 
ftationed  in  the  beginning  of  the  action  on  her 
quarter  deck,  was  either  killed  or  wounded. 
The  Experiment  had  twenty-three  killed  and 
feventy-fix  wounded.  Captain  Scott,  who  com- 
manded her,  loft  his  arm.  Lord  William  Camp- 
bell, the  late  governor  af  the  province,  who,  as 
a  volunteer,  had  expofed  himfelf  in  a  poft  of 
danger,  received  a  wound  in  his  fide,  which  ul- 
timately proved  mortal.  Commodore  fir  Peter 
Parker  fuffered  a  flight  contufion.  The  fire  of 
the  fort  was  principally  direded  againft  the  Brif- 
tol  and  Experiment,  and  they  fuffered  very  much 
in  their  hulls,  mails  and  rigging.  Not  lefs  than 
feventy  balls  went  through  the  former.  The  Ac- 
teon  had  lieutenant  Pike  killed,  and  fix  men 
wounded.  The  Solebay  had  eight  men  v/ounded. 
After  fonie  days  the  troops  were  all  re-embarked, 
and  the  whole  failed  for  New- York.  "^ 

The  lofs  of  the  garrifon  ^as  ten  men  Ivilled 
and  twenty-two  wounded.     Lieutenants  Hall  and 

Gray 
^  See  note  xvt. 
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Gray  were  among  the  latter.  Though  there 
were  many  thoufand  fhot  fired  from  the  Ihipping, 
yet  the  works  were  little  damaged  :  thofe  which 
flruck  the  fort  were  ineffedually  buried  in  its  foft 
wood.     Hardly  a  hut  or  tree  on  the  iiland  efcaped. 

■  u  ■ 
When  the  Britifli  appeared  ojffthe  coafl,  there 
was  fo  fcanty  a  ftock  of  lead,  that,  in  order  to 
fupply  the  mufquetry  with  bullets,  it  became  ne- 
celTary  to  ftrip  the  windows  of  the  dwellinghoufes 
in  Charlefton  of  their  weights.  Powder  was  alfo 
very  fcarce.  The  proportion  allotted  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  fort  was  but  barely  fufficient  for 
flow  firing.  This  was  expended  with  great  deli- 
beration. The  officers  in  their  turn  pointed  the 
guns  with  fuch  exaftnefs  that  mofl  of  their  fhot 
took  effect  on  the  fhipping.  In  the  beginning  of 
the  adion  the  flag-flaff  was  fliot  away.  Sergeant 
Jafper  of  the  grenadiers  immediately  jumped  on 
the  beach,  took  up  the  flag  and  faftened  it  on  a 
fponge-flaff.  With  it  in  his  hand  he  mounted 
the  merlon,  and,  though  the  fhips  were  direfting 
their  inceffant  broad-fides  at  the  fpot,  he  delibe- 
rately fixed  it.  The  day  after  the  adion  prefi- 
dent  Rutledge  prefented  fergeant  Jafper  with  a 
fword,  as  a  mark  of  refpcd  for  his  diflinguillied 
valour.  Sergeant  M'Donald,  of  captain  Huger's 
company,  was  mortally  wounded  by  a  cannon 
ball.  He  employed  the  fliort  interval,  between 
his  wound  and  his  death,  in  exhorting  his  com- 
rades to  continue  fleady  in  the  caufe  of  hberty 
and  their  country. 

This 
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This  ill-conduflred  expedition  contributed 
greatly  to  eftablifli  the  popular  government  which 
it  was  intended  to  overfet.  The  friends  of  Ameri- 
ca triumphed.  Unacquainted  with  the  viciiTitudes 
of  war,  fome  of  them  began  to  flatter  themfelves 
their  work  was  done,  and  their  liberties  eftablifh- 
ed.  In  oppofition  to  the  bold  aflertions  of  fome, 
and  the  defponding  fears  of  others,  experience 
proved  that  America  might  effeftually  refill  a 
Britifh  fleet  and  army.  The  diffident  grew  bold 
in  their  country's  caufe,  and  looked  forward  to 
the  completion  of  their  wiflies  for  its  liberty  and 
independence.  The  advocates  for  the  omnipo- 
tence of  the  Britifli  navy  confefled  their  miftake. 
Thofe  who,  from  interefled  motives,  had  abet- 
ted the  royal  government,  afliamed  of  their  op- 
pofition to  the  fl:ruggles  of  an  infant  people,  for 
their  dearefl;  rights,  retired  into  obfcurity.  Mr. 
Cunningham,  and  other  leaders  of  the  royalifts, 
who,  on  the  defeat  and  difperfion  of  their  party 
in  the  latter  end  of  1775,  had  been  taken  and 
committed  to  clofe  confinement,  obtained  their 
difcharge  foon  after  the  departure  of  the  Britifh 
fleet.  The  fliate  wifiied  to  conciliate  them  to  the 
popular  meafures,  and  therefore,  in  this  moment 
of  triumph,  received  from  them  aflurances  of  fide- 
lity to  their  country,  and  reftored  them  to  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  free  citizens. 

Soon   after  the  engagement,  when  the  Britifh 
troops  were  re-embarked  for  their  departure,  the 
tranfport  fliip  Glafgow,  mounting  fix  four  pound- 
ers. 
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crs,  with  fifty-fix  Highlanders  on  board,  ran 
aground  near  Long-Ifland.  Captain  Pickering, 
Benjamin  Waller,  Cornelius  Dervees,  William 
Dervees  and  twenty-one  feamen,  all  volunteers, 
came  along  fide  of  her  in  a  wood-boat,  on  which 
were  mounted  one  eighteen  pounder  and  fome 
fmaller  guns,  and  took  the  whole  crew  of  the 
Glafgow  prifoners.  After  ftripping  her  of  every 
thing  that  could  be  brought  off,  they  fet  her  on  fire. 

The  fort  on  Sullivan's  ifland  having  proved  fo 
ufeful  in  repelling  an  invafion,  a  fcheme  was 
adopted  for  making  it  more  ferviceable  at  a  fu- 
ture time,  by  connedting  the  ifland  with  the  main 
by  a  bridge  acrofs  an  intervening  body  of  water, 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  wide  and  ten  feet  deep. 
Without  this  communication  general  Lee  pro- 
nounced the  fort  on  the  ifland  to  be  a  flaughter 
pen.  So  great  was  the  confidence  of  the  flate 
in  his  judgment,  that  an  uncommon  anxiety  oc- 
cupied the  publick  mind  for  the  completion  of 
this  great  undertaking.  The  indefatigable  and 
perfevering  general  Gadfden  undertook  what  ma- 
ny thought  impradicable,  and  accompliflied  it 
without  charging  one  farthing  for  his  fervices. — 
The  general  affembly  voted  him  their  thanks. — 
This,  and  the  applaufe  of  his  countrymen,  with 
the  heart-felt  fatisfaction  of  promoting  a  caufe  to 
which  his  whole  foul  was  devoted,  was  all  the 
reward  that  diftinguifhed  patriot  received  for  the 
many  publick  fervices  he  performed  in  fecuring 
the  liberties  and  advancing  the  happinefs  of  his 
country. 


(^5^     ) 

CHAPTER      SIXTH. 

Of  the  attempts  on  Eaji-Florida  in  1776  and  1778, 
=    and  of  the  expedition  into  the  Cherokee  country  in 
1776. 

T  would  be  happy  for  mankind  if,  among  con- 
tending powers,  the  plundering  of  individuals 
was,  by  a  general  law  of  nations,  reprobated.  For 
want  of  this  the  honed  and  induftrious,  who  have 
no  fhare  in  publick  affairs,  are  frequently  a  prey 
to  daring  adventurers,  who,  under  the  fanftion 
of  war,  commit  robberies  for  which,  in  times  of 
peace,  their  lives  would  be  forfeited.  It  would 
have  been  for  the  reciprocal  advantage  of  Geor- 
gia, Eaft-Florida,  and  South-Carolina,  if  the  ad- 
vice of  fome  moderate  men  in  St.  Auguftine,  on 
this  fubjed,  had  been  followed  j  but  inftead  of 
purfuing  the  prudent  line  of  conduct  recommend- 
fid  by  them,  a  piratical  war  from  that  place,  at 
a  very  early  period  of  the  conteft,  had  commenced 
againfl  Georgia  and  South-Carolina.  Governor 
Tonyn,  of  Eaft-Florida,  had  iffued  letters  of 
marque  before  the  Britifh  a(9:  was  paffed  for  that 
purpoie,  although  he  had  previoufly  confulted 
the  King's  attorney-general  of  the  province,  who 
gave  his  opinion  that  the  governor  v/as  not  in^ 
■vefted  with  fuch  a  power.  Befides  thefe  pirati- 
cal ads  at  fea,  a  predatory  war  by  land  had  been 
waged  under  the  fame  aufpices  by  a  party  con- 
-filling  chiefly  of  fugitives  from  juftice  in  the  ad- 
joining provinces.     In  refentment  for  thefe  incur- 

fions 
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fions  fome  individuals,  from  the  ftate  of  Georgia, 
had  retaliated  on  the  fettlements  in  Eaft-Florida  ; 
but  nothing  was  done  by  proper  authority  till 
July  1776,  when  an  invafion  of  Eaft-Florida  was 
feriouily  projeded,  with  the  double  view  of  fe- 
curing  Georgia  and  South-Carolina  from  the  de- 
predations of  their  fouthern  neighbours  ;  and  of 
drawing  the  attention  of  the  Britifh  from  their 
northern  conquefts.  This  was  attempted  in  the 
firft  inftance  by  general  Lee,  foon  after  the  re- 
pulfe  of  the  Britifh  fleet  on  the  28th  of  June 
1776,  with  part  of  the  force  then  collected  at 
Gharlcfton.  After  they  had  proceeded  as  far  as 
the  river  Ogeechee,  in  Georgia,  the  general  re- 
ceived orders  to  rejoin  the  northern  army,  on 
which  the  expedition  was  abandoned.  The  Bri- 
tifh afterwards  erected  a  fort  at  St.  Mary's  river, 
from  which  they  frequently  haralfed  the  fouthern 
parts  of  Georgia.  To  drive  them  from  this  poft 
became  an  additional  motive  for  directing  the 
arms  of  the  United  States  againft  Eaft-Florida. 
The  invafion  of  that  province  was  therefore  re- 
fumed  in  1778  by  general  Robert  Howe.  He 
had  under  his  command  the  greateft  part  of  the 
South-Carolina  regular  troops,  and  was  alfo  joined 
by  a  confiderable  body  of  South-Carolina  and 
Georgia  militia,  and  had  the  co-operation  of  four 
gallies.  Their  rout  lay  through  a  country  {o 
thoromghly  barren  that  it  did  not  produce  a  fmgle 
berry,  nor  was  a  bird  to  be  feen.  They  proceed- 
ed as  far  as  St.  Mary's  river  without  any  oppo- 
fition  of  confcquence  from  the  enemy.     A  great 

mortality 
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mortality  however  among  the  foldiers  induced  a 
council  of  war  to  recommend  a  retreat.  Before 
the  army  returned  it  fuftained  a  lofs  of  upwards 
of  five  hundred  men.  Though  the  objed  of  the 
expedition  was  not  fully  obtained  ;  yet  the  ftates 
of  South-Carolina  and  Georgia  were,  for  that 
campaign,  in  a  confiderable  degree  faved  from  the 
depredations  of  their  fouthern  neighbours.  In 
the  following  years  they  fuffered  very  much  from 
the  privateers  fitted  out  at  St.  Auguftine,  and 
from  the  incurfions  of  a  band  of  horfemen,  under 
the  denomination  of  the  Florida  Rangers. 

•  The  inhabitants  of  Eafl  and  Weft-Florida  were 
not  the  only  hoftile  neighbours  of  the  fouthern 
ftates.  The  Cherokee  and  Creek  Indian  nations, 
who  inhabit  lands  not  far  dillant  from  the  wef- 
tern  fettlements  of  Carolina  and  Georgia,  proved, 
in  like  manner,  very  troublefome.  On  the  firft 
appearance  of  a  rupture  between  Great-Britain 
and  her  colonies,  the  attention  of  both  parties 
was  engaged  to  fecure  their  friendfliip.  Many 
circumftances  had  concurred  to  give  them  unfa- 
vourable imprefTions  of  the  Americans.  For  fe- 
veral  years  the  management  of  them  had  been  ex- 
clufively  committed  to  John  Stuart,  efquire,  an 
officer  of  the  crown,  and  wholly  devoted  to  the 
royal  interefl.  This  gentleman  had  been  a  pro- 
vincial officer,  and  was  in  fort  Loudon  about  the 
year  1760  when  it  furrendered  to  the  Cherokecs. 
The  maffacre  of  that  garrifon,  the  hardihips  he 
underwent  in  efcaping  only  with  life,  and  the.dif- 
W  trefs 
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trefs  of  a  numerous  young  family,  touched  the 
feelings  of  the  aflembly  of  South-Carolina.  They 
gave  him  a  prefent  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds  cur- 
rency, and  recommended  him,  through  the  go- 
Tcrnor,  to  the  King's  ferviee.  In  confequence  of 
this  he  was  appointed  fuperintendent  of  Indian 
affairs.  Great  were  the  obligations  he  owed  to 
South-Carolina  ;  but,  being  in  the  immediate  fer- 
viee of  his  Britannick  majefly,  he  conceived  him- 
felf  under  fuperior  obligations  to  exert  his  influ- 
ence to  attach  the  Indians  to  the  royal  interefl. 
The  flate  of  publick  affairs  in  the  colonies  fur- 
nifhcd  him  with  many  plaufible  arguments  fubfer- 
vient  to  this  defi^n.  The  non-importation  agree- 
ment, adopted  by  the  Americans,  not  only  difa- 
bled  them  from  fupplying  the  wants  of  the  Indi- 
ans, but  precluded  the  poflibility  of  their  receiv- 
ing royal  preients.  This  interruption  of  the  com- 
merce, ufual  between  the  white  inhabitants  and 
their  favage  neighbours,  gave  Mr.  Stuart  an  op- 
portunity of  exafperating  the  Indians  againfl  the 
friends  of  Congrefs.  It  was  eafy  for  him  to  per- 
fuade  them  that  the  colonifls  had  begun  an  un- 
provoked oppofition  to  Great-Britain,  and,  to  ef- 
fedt  their  purpofes,  had  adopted  refolutions  which 
prevented  the  Indians  from  receiving  their  yearly 
fupply  of  arms,  ammunitioii  and  clothing.  It 
might  be  plaufibly  fuggefted  to  the  uninformed 
lavages,  that,  if  their  white  neighbours  fhould  fuc- 
ceed  in  oppofing  Great-Britain,  they  would  pro- 
bably next  aim  at  the  extirpation  of  their  red  bre- 
thren. 

In 
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In  tli%  years  1760  and  1761,  a  war  with  the 
Cherokee  Indians  had  involved  the  inhabitants  of 
South-Carohna  in  great  diftrefs.  On  that  occa- 
fion  they  courted  the  aid  of  the  King*s  troops  in 
America.  In  fifteen  years  after,  when  the  peo- 
ple of  the  fame  country  dared  to  refid  the  parent 
Hate,  it  was  fuppofed,  by  the  friends  of  royal  go- 
vernment, that  the  horrors  of  an  Indian  war  would 
once  more  bring  the  province  to  fue  for  Britifli 
protection. 

The  above-mentioned  Mr.  John  Stuart,  very 
early  in  the  conteft,  retired  from  South-Carolina 
to  Well -Florida,  and  from  that  province  employed 
his    brother   Henry   Stuart,   Mr.    Cameron    and 
others,  to  penetrate  into  the  Indian  country  to 
the  weflward  of  Carolina.     A  plan  was  fettled  by 
him,  in  concert  with  the  King's  governors  and 
other  royal  fervants,  to  land  a  Britifli   army  in 
Florida,  and  to  proceed  with  it  to  the  weflern 
frontiers  of  the  fouthern  flates,  and  there,  in  con- 
jun£lion  with  the  tories  and  Indians,  to  fall  on 
the  friends  of  the  revolution,  at  the  fame  time 
that  a  fleet  and  army  fhouid  invade  them  on  the 
fea  coaft.   "     Mofes  Kirkland,   who  has  already 
been  mentioned  as  a  leader  of  the  party  for  royal 
government  in  the  back  parts  of  South -Carolina, 
was  confidentially  employed  by  John  Stuart,  go- 
vernor Tonyn,  and  other  royal  fervants,  to  the 
fouthward,    to  concert  with  general  Gage,   the 
commander  of  the  Britifh  forces  in  Bofton,  the 

neceflary 
"■  See  note  xvii. 
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neceflary  means  for  accomplifhing  the  ab5ve-men» 
tioned  fcheme.  The  whole  plan  was  fully  dc- 
teded  by  the  providential  capture  of  the  veffel 
which  was  conveying  Kirkland  to  Boflon.  The 
lett'^rs  found  in  his  poffeffion  were  publifhed  by 
the  order  of  Congrefs,  and  produced  conviction 
in  the  minds  of  the  Americans,  that  the  Britifli 
adminiftration,  in  order  to  effecb  their  fchemes, 
had  employed  favages,  who  indifcriminately  mur- 
der men,  women  and  children,  to  commence 
hoftilities  on  their  weftern  brethren.  Though  the 
difcovery  of  the  Britifti  defigns,  and  the  capture 
of  Kirkland,  who  was  to  have  had  an  attive  Ihare 
in  the  execution  of  them,  in  a  great  degree  fruf- 
trated  the  views  of  the  royal  fervants  ;  yet  fo 
much  was  carried  into  effe<5l,  that  the  Cherokee 
Indians  began  their  maffacres  at  the  very  time  the 
Britifli  fleet  attacked  the  fort  on  Sullivan's  ifland. 

The  Americans  very  early  paid  attention  to 
their  favage  neighbours.  They  appointed  com- 
miflioners  to  explain  to  them  the  grounds  of  the 
difpute  betv/een  Great-Britain  and  her  colonies, 
and  to  cultivate  with  them  a  friendly  correfpon- 
dence.  As  far  as  they  pofllbly  could,  they  fup- 
plied  their  wants.  They  endeavoured  to  perfuadc 
the  Indians  that  the  quarrel  was  by  no  means 
relative  to  them,  and  that  therefore  they  fliould 
take  part  with  neither  fide.  Thcfe  moderate  prot 
portions  were  over-ruled  by  the  fuperior  influence 
of  the  royal  fuperintendent,  who  had  their  pre- 
vious confidence,  and  more  ample  means  of  ad- 
^  minift:ering 
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miniftering  to  their  neceffities.  Aii  Tiidlaii  wsft 
commenced,  and  was  carried  on  with  its  ufual 
barbarity.  The  fpeedy  departure  of  the  Britifli 
fleet  from  the  fea  coaft,  after  their  unfuccefsful 
attack  of  the  fort  on  Sullivan's  ifland,  gave  an 
opportunity  to  concentre  the  whole  force  of  the 
ftate  for  the  due  chaftifement  of  the  favage  inva- 
ders. Though  the  Britifh  plan  of  a  co-operation 
with  the  tories  and  Indians  was  for  the  prefent 
fruftrated,  yet  the  probability  that  it  would  again 
be  refumed,  determined  the  popular  leaders  to 
make  a  vigorous  expedition  into  the  country  of 
the  Cherokees,  that  they  in  future  might  be  de- 
terred from  ading  in  concert  with  the  Britifli  ad- 
miniftration.  A  conjunct  attack  on  their  fettle- 
ments  over  the  mountains  was  agreed  upon  by 
the  fouthern  fl;ates.  Colonel  Williamfon,  of  the 
diftrid:  of  Ninety-fix,  was  chofen  by  the  govern- 
ment of  South-Carolina  to  command  their  forces 
on  this  occafion.  The  fixth  regular  regiment, 
part  of  the  third,  and  a  large  body  of  militia,  were 
put  under  his  command.  About  the  fame  time, 
and  on  the  fame  bufmefs,  general  Rutherford, 
with  upwards  of  nineteen  hundred  men,  from  the 
fl:ate  of  North-Carolina,  crofltd  the  mountains. 
In  their  paflage  through  the  Indian  country  the 
forces,  under  the  command  of  colonel  William- 
fon, were  two  or  three  times  brifl^ly  attacked,  but 
they  finally  repulfed  the  aflailing  favages.  The* 
Americans  on  this  occafion  traverfed  their  whole 
country,  and  laid  waflie  their  fields-  of  corn.-— 
Above   five   hundred    of    the    Cherokees    were 

obliged^ 
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obliged,  by  their  diftrefs  for  want  of  provifions, 
to  take  refuge  with  John  Stuart  in  Weft-Florida, 
where  they  were  fed  at  the  expence  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  government.  The  Indian  fettleraents  to  the 
northward  were  at  the  fame  time  invaded  by  a 
party  of  Virginia  militia,  commanded  by  colonel 
Chriftic,  and  to  the  fouthward  by  the  Georgia 
militia,  commanded  by  colonel  Jack.  Difmai 
was  the  wildernefs  through  which  the  Americans 
had  to  pafs.  Many  were  the  dangers  to  which 
they  were  expofed  from  dark  thickets  and  rugG^ed 
paths.  They  were  frequently  obliged  to  pafs 
through  narrow  defiles,  in  which  fmall  parties 
mig-ht  harafs  the  braveft  and  moft  numerous  army 
in  the  world.  They  had  to  crofs  rivers,  fordable 
only  at  one  place,  and  overlooked  by  high  banks, 
fr6m  which  an  enemy  might  attack  with  advan- 
tage, and  retreat  with  fafety.  They  could  have 
no  accommodations  but  a  few  plain  neceffaries 
carried  on  pack-horfes.  They,  for  the  moft  part, 
flept  in  the  open  air,  and  experienced  all  the  in- 
conveniencies  of  a  favage  life. 

The  unfortunate  mifled  Indians,  finding  them- 
felves  attacked  on  all  fides,  fued  in  the  moft  fub- 
miffive  terms  for  peace.  '^  A  treaty  between  them 
and  the  ftate  took  place,  at  which  commlfiioners 
from  Georgia  attended,  who  concurred  in  and 
figned  the  articles  of  pacification.  By  this  treaty 
the  Indians  ceded  a  confiderable  part  of  their 
land    to     the    ftate    of    South-Carolina.    '     To 

prefer  ve 
^  See  note  xviii.  *  See  note  xix. 


(    '59    ) 

prefervc  peace  and  good  order  a  fort,  called  Fort 
Rutledge,  was  ere£ted  at  Seneca,  and  garrifoned 
by  two  independent  companies.  A  friendly  in- 
tercourfe  between  the  favages  and  white  inhabi- 
tants took  place.  Agriculture  fiourifhed,  and 
every  thing  remained  quiet  till  the  year  1780. 

None  of  all  the  expeditions  before  undertaken 
againft  the  favages  had  been  fo  fuccefsful  as  this 
firft  effort  of  the  new-born  commonwealth.  In 
lefs  than  three  months,  viz.  from  the  15th  of 
July  to  the  nth  of  0£lober  1776  the  bufmefs 
was  completed,  and  the  nation  of  the  Cherokees 
fo  far  fubdued  as  to  be  incapable  of  annoying 
the  fettlements.  The  whole  lofs  of  the  Ameri- 
cans in  the  expedition  did  not  exceed  fifty  men, 
but  in  this  number  was  that  worthy  citizen  Mr. 
Francis  Salvador. 

From  the  double  fuccefs  of  this  campaign,  in 
repelling  the  Britifh  and  conquering  the  favages, 
the  people  of  South-Carolina  began  to  be  more 
and  more  convinced  that  the  leading-firings  of 
the  mother-country  were  lefs  neceffary  than  in 
the  days  of  their  infancy.  Through  the  whole 
of  this  year,  though  the  arms  of  the  Britifh  were 
fuccefsful  to  the  northward,  their  interefl  to  the 
fouthward  declined.  Every  plan,  for  their  afting 
in  concert  with  the  tories  and  Indians,  proved 
abortive.  Hard  would  it  have  been  for  the  whigs 
of  South-Carolina  to  have  oppofed  fo  formidable 
a  combination,  could  the  friends  of  Britain  have 

fucceeded 
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fucceeded  in  their  fcheme  of  ading  at  one  and  the 
fame  time  :  but,  through  the  kindnefs  of  Heaven, 
the  favourers  of  the  revolution  had  the  opportu- 
nity of  attacking  them  feparately,  and  of  fuccef- 
fively  pouring  their  whole  force,  and  alfo  that  of 
a  confiderable  aid  from  their  neighbours,  on  the 
tories,  the  Britilh,  and  the  Indians.  The  firft, 
from  their  premature  infurreclion,  were  cruflied 
before  their  Britilli  friends  arrived.  The  laft 
were  abandoned  to  the  refentments  of  the  ftate, 
by  the  royal  fleet  and  army  precipitately  leaving 
the  coaft,  and  under  the  fmiles  of  Heaven,  all 
three  were  vanquiihed  by  the  infant  American 
republicks.  The  means  adopted  by  the  Britifh 
to  crufh  the  friends  of  the  Congrefs  were  provi- 
dentially over-ruled,  fo  as  to  produce  the  contrary 
effed.  Their  exciting  Indians  to  malfacrc  the 
defencelefs  frontier  fettlers  increafed  the  unanimi- 
ty of  the  inhabitants,  and  invigorated  their  oppo- 
fition  to  Great-Britain.  Several  who  called  them- 
felves  tories  in  1775  became  adive  whigs  in  1776, 
and  cheerfully  took  up  arms  in  the  firft  inftance 
againft  Indians,  and  in  the  fecond  againft  Great- 
Britain,  as  the  inftigator  of  their  barbarous  de- 
vaftations.  Before  this  event  fonie  well-meaning 
people  could  not  fee  the  juftice  or  propriety  of 
contending  with  their  formerly  protecting  parcnt- 
ftate  ;  but  Indian  cruelties,  excited  by  royal  arti- 
fices, foon  extinguillied  all  their  predilediion  for 
the  country  of  their  forefathers. 

The  expedition  into  the  Cherokee  fettlements 

diffufed 
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difFufed  miiltary  ideas,  and  a  fpirit  of  enterpriz? 
among  the  inhabitants. ,  It  taught  them  the  necef- 
fary  arts  of  providing  for  an  army,  and  gave  them 
experience  in  the  bufinefs  of  war.  The  new  ar- 
rangements, civil  and  military,  were  followed 
with  that  energy  and  vigour  which  is  acquired 
by  an  individual  or  a  colledive  body  of  people 
afting  from  the  impulfe  of  their  own  minds. 
From  caufes  like  thefe  we  fhall  find,  in  the  courfe 
of  this  hiflory,  the  peaceable  inhabitants  of  a 
whole  ftate  transformed  from  planters,  merchants 
and  mechanicks,  into  an  adive  difciplined  mili- 
tary body,  and  a  well-regulated  felf-governed 
community. 


CHAPTER 
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C  H  A  P  T  i:  R   t  -S^^E  V  EN  T  H. 

Of  independence^  the  alliance  with  France^  the  con- 
federation^  and  the  fiate  of  publick  affairs   in 
South-Carolina  prior  to  the  reduSlion  of  Savan- 
nah in  December  1778. 

OTWITHSTANDING  the  nominal  ex- 
iftence  of  royal  authority  in  South-Carolina, 
an  independent  government  had  a  virtual  opera- 
tion from  the  6th  of  July  1774.  This  was  at  firfl 
by  conventions,  committees  and  congrefles,  whofe 
lefolutions  had  the  fulled  force  of  law,  on  a  peo- 
ple who  thought  that  their  liberties  were  endan- 
gered, and  that  their  only  fafety  confided  in 
union.  It  was  afterwards  reduced  into  a  more 
regular  form  in  March  1776  ;  but  all  thefe  infti- 
tutions  were  temporary,  and  looked  forward  to 
an  accommodation  with  Great-Britain.  The  act 
of  final  feparation  from  the  mother-country  could 
not  be  the  work  of  any  one  flate.  Every  thing 
of  that  magnitude  was  referred  to  the  continental 
Congrefs,  to  whofe  general  fuperintendance  the 
individual  colonies  had  voluntarily  fubmitted. 
That  auguft  aifembly,  at  their  firfl  meeting  in 
1774,  petitioned  the  King,  and  addreffed  the  peo- 
ple, of  Great-Britain,  for  a  redrefs  of  their  griev- 
ances. In  the  year  1775  they  renewed  their  fup- 
plications  to  their  fovereign,  in  which  they  prayed 
that  his  majefty  v/ould  be  pleafed  «  to  direcl  fome 
^  mode  by  which  the  united  application  of  his 

«  faithftil 
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^  faithful  colonifts  to  the  throne,  in  prefence  of 

*  their  common  councils,  might  be  improved  into 
'  a  happy  an^  permanent  reconciliation  ;  and  that, 

*  in  the  mean-time,  meafures  might  be  taken  for 
«  preventing  the  farther  deftrudion  of  his  ma~ 
'  jefty's  fubjefts.' '  They  alfo  a  fecond  time  ad- 
dreffed  the  people  of  Great-Britain,  in  which  they 
apprized  them  of  their  fixed  refolution  to  defend 
their  liberties,  but  at  the  fame  time  difclaimed 
every  wilh  of  independence,  or  any  thing  more 
than  the  fecure  enjoyment  of  their  ancient  rights 
and  privileges.  "  They  afked  for  peace,  but  the 
fword  was  tendered — for  liberty,  but  nothing 
ihort  of  unconditional  fubmiffion  was  offered. 
Their  petitions  received  no  anfwer.  And  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  colonies  were,  by  an  a6l  of  par- 
liament palTed  December  21,  1775,  throv/n  out 
of  the  King's  protedlion.  This  was  a  legal  dif- 
charge  from  their  allegiance  to  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain,  and  placed  the  colonies  in  a  ftate  of  na- 
ture, at  full  liberty  to  provide  for  their  own  fafe- 
ty,  by  entering  into  any  new  focial  compad  which 
they  approved.  Though  the  refufal  of  prote£tion 
was  a  legal  juftification  of  their  conduft  in  with- 
holding allegiance,  yet  independence  was  untried 
ground,  and  could  not  at  once  gain  the  plenary 
approbation  of  colonies  which  had  long  flouriflied 
under  royal  protedion.  The  minds  of  the  inha- 
bitants were  overcail  with  fears,  and  toifed  in  a 
tumult  of  uncertainty.  Their  refolution  was  fixed 
never  to  fubmit  to  the  claims  of  the  Bricifh  par- 
liament, 

"  See  note  xx*      "  See  note  xxi. 
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li^fnent,  but  how  to  extricate  themfelves  from 
furrounding  difficulties  was  a  queftion  that  embar- 
raffed  their  wifefl  politicians.     While  they  were 
in  this  ftate  of  fevcriih  anxiety,  a  pamphlet,  un- 
der the  fignature  of  Common  Senfe,  written  by 
Mr.    Thomas    Paine,    made   its    appearance.     It 
proved  the  neceflity,  the  advantages,  and  pra^li* 
cability   of    independence.     It   fatisiied    a   great 
majority  of  the  people  that  it  was  their  true  inte- 
reft  immediately  to  cut  the  Gordian  knot  which 
bound  the  American  colonies  to   Great-Britain, 
and  to  open  their  commerce,  as   an  independent 
people,  to  all  the  nations  of  the  world.     Nothinor 
could  be  better  timed  than  this  performance.     It 
found  the    colonifts   greatly  cxafperated  againft 
the  mother-country,  m.oft  thoroughly  alarmed  for 
their  liberties,  and  difpofed  to  do  and  fufi'er  every 
thing  that  bid  fairefl  for  their  eftablifhmcnt.     In 
unifon  with  the  feelings   and   fentiments   of  the 
people,  it  produced  mofl  aflonilliing  cffecls.     It 
was  read  by  almoft  every  American,  and,  in  con- 
junction with  the   cruel  policy  of  Great-Britain, 
was,  by  the  dire<Slion  of  Providence,  inftrumental 
in  effefting  an  unexampled  unanimity  in  favour 
of  independence.     The  decifive  genius  of  Chri* 
llopher  Gadfden  in  the  fouth,  and  of  John  Adams 
in  the  north,  at  a  much  earlier  day,   might  have 
defired  the  complete  feparation  of  America  from 
Great-Britain— ^but  till  the  year  1776 — ^the  rejec- 
tion of  the  fecond  petition  of  Congrefs — and  the 
appearance  of  Mr.  Paine's  pamphlet — a  reconci- 
liation with  the  mother-country  was  the  unani- 
mous wifh  of  almoft  every  other  American. 
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Before  the  Congrefs  ventured  on  the  import 
tant  ftep  of  changing  the  fovereignty  of  the  co- 
lonies) they  fent  forth  a  refolution,  on  the  15th 
of  May  1776,  recommending  to  all  of  them  to 
inftitute  forms  of  government.  "  This  was  in- 
tended to  afcertain  the  fenfe  of  the  inhabitants 
on  the  important  queltion  of  independence.  In 
adopting  this  meafure  Congrefs,  inftead  of  leading, 
only  foUov/ed  the  voice  of  the  people.  South- 
Carohna  had  for  near  two  months  been  in  poiTef- 
fion  of  a  regular  government.  Other  ftates  were 
engaged  in  framing  their  conftitutions,  and  in- 
flrudlions  were  foon  given  by  almofl  all  the  thir- 
teen colonies  to  their  deputies  in  Congrefs  to 
concur  in  formally  renouncing  the  fovereignty  of 
Great-Britain.  Independence  was  finally  decided 
on  in  Congrefs,  and  declared  in  Philadelphia,  on 
the  4th  of  July   1776,  in  the  follov/ing  words  : 

'In      CONGRESS, 

'July    4,     1776. 

'  A  declaration  by  the  reprefentatives  of  the  United 
'  States  of  America,   in  Congrefs  affembled. 

'  When,  in  the  courfe  of  human  events,  it 
'  becomes  neceffary  for  one  people  to  difTolve  the 
'  political  bands  which  have  conneifted  them  with 
'  another,  and  to  alTume,  among  the  powers  of 
'  the  earth,  the  feparate  and  equal  ftation  to 
'  which  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  nature's  God 
'  entitle  them,  a  decent  rcfped  to  the   opinions 

<  of 
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*  of  mankind  requires  that  they  fliould  declare? 

*  the  caufes  which  impel  them  to  the  reparation. 

*  We  hold  thefe  truths  to  be  felf-evident ;  that 
«  all  men  are  created  equal;  that  they  are  en- 
«  dowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain  unalienable 
'  rights  ;  that  among  thefe  are  life,  liberty,  and 
«  the  purfuit  of  happinefs.  That,  to  fecure  thefe 
rights,  governments  are  inftituted  among  meUj 
deriving  their  jufl:  powers  from  the  confent  of 
the  governed  ;  that  whenever  any  form  of  go- 
vernment becomes  deftrudive  of  thefe  ends,  it 
is  the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or  to  abolifli 
it,  and  to  inftitute  new  government,  laying  its 
foundation  on  fuch  principles,  and  organizing 
its  powers  in  fuch  form,  as  to  them  fliall  feem 
mofl  likely  to  effed  their  fafety  and  happinefs. 
Prudence,  indeed,  will  dictate  that  governments 
long  eftabiiflied  fhould  not  be  changed  for  light 
and  tranfient  caufes  ;  and  accordingly  all  expe- 
rience hath  fliewn,  that  mankind  are  more  dif- 
pofed  to  fuffer,  while  evils  are  fufFerable,  than 
to  right  themfelves  by  aboliiliing  the  forms  to 
which  they  are  accullomed.  But  when  a  long 
train  of  abufes  and  ufurpations,  purfuing  inva- 
riably the  fame  object,  evinces  a  defign  to  re- 
duce them  under  abfolute  defpotifm,  it  is  their 
right,  it  is  their  duty,  to  throv/  off  fuch  go* 
vernment,  and  to  provide  new  guards  for  their 
future  fecurity.  Such  has  been  the  patient  fuf- 
ferance  of  thefe  colonics  ;  and  fuch  is  now  the 
neceiTity  v/nich  conftrains  them  to  alter  their 

'  former 
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^  former  fyftems  of  government.  The  hiflory 
^  of  the  prcfent  King  of  Great-Britain  is  a  hiflory 
'  of  repeated  injuries  and  ufurpations,  all  having 
'  in  dired  objeft  the  eftablilhment  of  an  abfolute 

*  tyranny  over  thefe  ftates.     To  prove  this,  let 

*  fads  be  fubmitted  to  a  candid  world. 

*  He  has  refufed  his  alTent  to  laws,  the  moft 
'  wholefome  and  neceffary  for  the  publick  good. 

'  He  has  forbidden  his  governors  to  pafs  laws 

*  of  immediate  and  prefhng  importance,  unlefs 
^  fufpended  in  their  operation  till  his  aifent  fhould 

*  be  obtained  ;  and  when  fo  fufpended  he  has 
'utterly  neglected  to  attend  to  them. 

'He  has  refufed  to  pafs  other  laws  for  the  ac- 
'  commodation  of  large  diftri'ds  of  people,  unlefs 
'  thofe  people  would  relinquilh  the  right  of  repre- 
'  fentation  in  the  legiflature,  a  right  ineftimable 
'  to  them,  and  formidable  to  tyrants  only. 

'  He  has  called  together  legiflative  bodies  ^t 
*■  places  unufualj  uncomfortable,  and  diftant  from 

*  the  depofitory  of  their  publick  records,  for  the 

*  fole  purpofe  of  fatiguing  them  into  compliance 
'  with  his  meafures. 

'  He  has  diifclved  reprefentative  houfes  repeat- 

*  edly,  for  oppofmg,  with  manly  firmnefs,  his  in- 
'  vafions  on  the  rights  of  the  people. 
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'  He  has  refufed,  for  a  long  time  alter  fuch 
^  diflblutions,  to  caufe  others  to  be  eledted ; 
'  whereby  the  legillative  powers,  incapable  of  an- 
'  nihilation,  have  returned  to  the  people  at  large 
'  for  their  exercife  ;  the  (late  remaining  in  the 
'  mean-time  expofed  to  all  the  danger  of  invafion 

*  from  without,  and  convulfions  within. 

'  He  has  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  popula- 
'  tion  of  thefe  flates  ;   for  that  purpofe  obftrucl- 

*  ing  the  laws  for  naturalization  of  foreigners  ; 
'  refufmg  to  pafs  others  to  encourage  their  migra- 

*  tions  hither,  and  raifing  the  conditions  of  new 
'  appropriations  of  lands. 

'  He  has  obflrufted  the  adminiftration  of  jaf- 
'  tice,  by  refufing  his  aflent  to  laws  for  eflablifliing 
'  judiciary  powers.    ' 

'  He  has  made  judges  dependent  on  his  will 
'  alone,  for  the  tenure  of  their  offices,  and  the 

*  amount  and  payment  of  their  falaries. 

'  He   has  erected  a  multitude  of  new  offices, 

*  and  fent  hither  fwarms  of  officers  to  harafs  our 

*  people,  and  eat  out  their  fubflance. 

'  He  has  kept  among  us,  in  times  of  peace, 
^  ftanding  armies,  without  the  confent  of  our 
'  legiilatures. 

'  He    has    aiiecled    to    render    the    military 

*  independent 
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f  independent    of,    and    fuperior   to,    the   civil 
^  power. 

*  He  has  combined  with  others  to  fubjed  us  tq 
«  a  jurifdidion  foreign  to  our  conftitution,  and 
'  unacknowledged  by  our  laws  ;  giving  his  affent 
'  to  their  ads  of  pretended  legiflation  : 

*  For  quartering  large  bodies  of  armed  troops 
'  among  us : 

*  For  proteding  them,  by  a  mock  trial,  from 

*  punilhment  for  any  murders  which  they  (hould 
f  commit  on  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  flates : 

■9  For  cutting  ofF  our  trade  with  all  parts  of  the 
«  world  : 

«  For  impofing  taxes  on  us  without  our  con- 
«  fent : 

'  For  depriving  us,  iii  many  cafes,  of -the  bene- 
'  fits  of  trial  by  jury  : 

5  For  tranfporting  us  beyond  feas  to  be  tried 

*  for  pretended  offences  : 

*  For  abolifhing  the  free  fyftcm  of  Englifh  laws 
f  in  a  neighbouring  province,  eftablifhing  therein 
^  an  arbitrary  government,  and  enlarging  its  boun"? 
f  daries,  fo  as  to  render  it  at  once  an  example 
f  and  fit  inftrumept  for  introducing  J:he  fame 
'  abfolute  rule  into  thefe  colonies  : 

*  For  taking  away  our  charters,  ^tbolifhing  our 

*  mod  valuable  laws,  and  altering  fundamentally 

*  the  forms  of  our  governments .: 

'  For  fufpending  our  own  legiilatures,  and 
'  declaring  themfclves  inverted  with  power  to 
f  legiflate  for  us  in  all  cafes  whatfoever. 
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*He  has  abdicated  government  here,  by  dc- 
'  daring  us  out  of  his  protcdion,  and  waging 
'  war  againfl  us. 

'  He  has  plundered  our  feas,  ravaged  our  coafts, 

*  burnt  our  towns,  and  deftroyed  the  lives  of  our 
'  people. 

'  He  is,  at  this  time,  tranfporting  large  armies 

*  of  foreign  mercenaries  to  complete  the  works  of 

*  death,  defolation  and  tyranny,  already  begun 

*  with  circumftances  of  cruelty  and  perfidy,  fcarce- 
'  ly  parallelled  in  the  moft  barbarous  ages,  and 
'  totally  unworthy  the  head  of  a  civilized  nation. 

*  He  has  conft rained  our  fellow-citizens,  taken 
'  captive  on  the  high  feas,  to  bear  arms  againfl 

*  their  country,  to  become  the  executioners  of 

*  their  friends  and  brethren,  or  to  fall  themfelves 

*  by  their  hands. 

*  He   has   excited   domeflick  infurreftions   a- 

*  mongft  us,  and  has  endeavoured  to  bring  on 

*  the  inhabitants    of  our  frontiers  the  mercilefs 

*  Indian  favages,  whofe  known  rule  of  warfare 

*  is  an  undiftinguifhed  deftrudion  of  all  ages, 
^  fexes  and  conditions. 

'  In  every  ftage  of  thefe  opprefiions  we  have 

*  petitioned  for  redrefs  in  the  moft  humble  terms  : 
'  our  repeated  petitions  have  been  anfwered  only 
<  by  repeated  injury.     A  prince,  whofe  character 

«  is 


(    171     ) 

*  is  thus  marked  by  every  aft  which  may  define 

*  a  tyrant,  is  unfit  to  be  the  ruler  of  a  free  people. 

*  Nor  have  we  been  wanting  in  attention  to 

*  our  Britifli  brethren.     We  have  warned  them 

*  from  time  to  time  of  attempts  made  by  their 
« legiflature  to  extend  an  unwarrantable  jurifdic- 

*  tion  over  us.     We  have  reminded  them  of  the 

*  circumftances  of  our  emigration  and  fettlement 

*  here.     We  have  appealed  to  their  native  juftice 

*  and  magnanimity,   and  we  have  conjured  them, 

*  by  the  ties  of  our.  Common  kindred,  to  difavow 

*  thefe  ufurpations,  which  would  inevitably  inter- 

*  rupt  our  connections  and  correfpondence.  They 

*  too  have  been  deaf  to  the  voice  of  juftice  and  of 
'  confanguinity.  We  muft,  therefore,  acquiefce 
'  in  the  neceflity,  which  denounces  our  feparation, 
'  and  hold  them,  as  we  hold  the  reft  of  mankind, 

*  enemies  in  war,  in  peace  friends. 

*  We,   therefore,    the   reprefentatives   of  the 

*  United  States  of  America,  in  general  Congrefs 

*  aflembled,  appealing  to  the  Supreme  Judge  of 

*  the  world  for  the  reftitude  of  our  intentions,  do, 

*  in  the  name  and  by  the  autho;-ity  of  the  good 
'  people  of  thefe  colonies,  folemnly  publifti  and 
'  declare.  That  thefe  United  Colonies  are,  and  of 
'  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  independent 
^  STATES  ;  that  they  are  abfolved  from  all  alle- 

*  giance  to  the  Britilh  crown  ;  and  that  all  political 
'  connexion  between  them  and  the  ftate  of  Great- 

*  Britain  is  and  ought  to  be  totally  dilTolved  ;  and 

« tha^ 
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^  that  as  free  aiid  independent  flatus,  they  hav^ 

*  full  power  to  levy  war,  conclude  peace,  con- 
'  tra£t  alliances,  eflablifh  commerce,  and  to  do  all 

*  other  acls  and  things  which  independent  ftates 
^  may  of  right  do.  Ahd  for  the  fupport  of  this 
«  declaration,  with  a  firm  reliance  on  the  protec- 
'  tion  of  Divine  Providence,  we  mutually  pledge 
'  to  each  other  our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  bur 

*  facred  honour. 

'JOHN      HANCOCK. 

r  Jofiah  Bartlett, 
'  New-Hampshire,  -<  William  Whipple, 

(.Matthew  Thornton. 

f  Samuel  Adams, 
i  Tv/r     .        .  -  T>         i  John  Adams, 

'.  Robert- ireat  ramci 

LElbridge  Gerry. 

,  „  ,  «  C  Stephen  Hopkins, 

'Rhode-Island,  &c.       i  tttiv       irnl 

'  ^  William  Lllery. 

r  Roger  Sherman, 

'  CDNXEC-riCUT.  \  ^^Z"^  ^™''"g'°"' 

I  William  Williams, 

I  Oliver  Wolcott. 
f  William  Floyd, 
^New-York,  ^- Philip  Livingfton, 

J  Francis  Lewis, 
I  Lewis  Morris. 

«  New-Jersey, 
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^•ew-JerseXj 


Pennsylvania, 


Delaware^ 

MARYLAN^i 


Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 


r  Richard- Stocktorij 
I  John  Witherfpoon, 
^  Francis  Hbpldnforti 
j  John  Hart, 
L  Abraham  Clark. 

f  Robert  Morris, 

Benjamin  Rufti, 

Benjamin  Franklin, 

John  Morton, 
<J  George  Clymer^ 

James  Smith, 

George  Taylor, 

James  Wilfon^ 

George  Rofs. 
C  Gaefar  Rodney, 
\  George  Read. 

C  Samuel  Chafe, 
J  William  Paca, 
i  Thomas  Stone, 

(^  Charles  Carroll,  of 
CarroUton.. 

r  George  Wythe, 

J  Richard-Henry  Lee, 
Thomas  Jefferfon, 
Benjamin  Harrifon, 
Thomas  Nelfon,  jun. 
Ff an.  Lightfoot  Lee, 
Carter  Braxton. 
'William  Hooper, 
Jofeph  Hewes, 
John  Penn. 

«  South-Carolina, 
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p  Edward  Rutledge, 

^  South-Carolina,         J  Jl^^-  Heyward,  jun. 

1  1  nomas  Lynch,  jun« 
L  Arthur  Middleton. 

("Button  Gwinnett, 
*  Georgia,  <  Lyman  Hall, 

C  George  Walton.' 

From  this  moment  every  thing  affumed  a  new 
appearance.  The  Americans  no  longer  appeared 
in  the  character  of  fubjefts  in  arms  againft  their 
fovereign,  but  as  an  independent  people,  repelling 
the  attacks  of  an  inVading  foe.  The  propofitions 
and  fupplications  for  reconciliation  were  done 
away.  The  difpute  was  brought  to  a  fingle  point, 
whether  the  late  Britifh  colonies  fliould  be  con- 
quered, enllaved  provinces,  or  free  and  indepen-^ 
dent  ftates.  This  decifive  meafure  was  adopted 
without  aflurances  of  aid  from  any  foreign  power^ 
and  in  the  face  of  a  Britifh  force  of  fifty  thou- 
fand  men,  and  at  a  time  when  Congrefs  had  no 
tegular  forces,  but  about  twenty-five  thoufand 
which  had  been  enlifled  only  for  a  few  monthsj 
without  any  view  to  independence.  In  a  few 
days  after  it  was  received  in  Charlefton,  and  pro- 
claimed in  the  mofl  folemn  manner  to  the  troops 
under  arms.  This  was  followed  with  the  firing 
of  guns,  ringing  of  bells,  acclamations  of  the 
people,  and  all  the  ufual  parade  of  a  publick  re* 
joicing.  The  declaration  of  independence  ar- 
rived in  Charlefton  at  a  moft  favourable  juncture. 
It  found  the  people  of  South»Carolina  exafperatcd 

againft 


againft  Great-Britain  for  her  late  hoftile  attack, 
and  elevated  with  their  fuccefsful  defence  of  Fort 
Moultrie.  It  was  welcomed  by  a  great  majority 
of  the  inhabitants.  In  private  it  is  probable  that 
fome  condemned  the  meafure,  as  rafhiy  adventu^ 
rous  beyond  the  ability  of  the  ftate ;  but  thefe 
private  murmurs  never  produced  to  the  publick 
ear  a  fmgle  expreffion  of  difapprobation. 

When  prefident  Rutledge  officially  tranfmitted 
to  the  legiflature  of  the  ftate  the  act  of  Congrefs 
on  the  fubje£t  of  independence,  it  was  received 
with  tranfports  of  joy  by  the  legillative-council 
and  general  alfembly.  The  former  expreffed  their 
fentiments  in  the  following  words  : 

*  The  declaration  of  the  continental  Congrefs 
'  that  the  United  Colonies  are,  and  of  right 
^  ought  to  be,  free  and  independent  ftates  ;  that 

*  they  are  abfolved  from  all  allegiance  to  the  Bri- 
'  tilh  crown  ;  and  that  all  political  connection  be- 

*  tween  them  and  the  ftate  of  Great-Britain  is 
'  and  ought  to  be  totally  diflblved  ;  calls  forth  all 

*  our  attention.     It  is  an  event  which  neceflity 

*  had  rendered  not  only  juftifiable,  but  abfolutely 
'  unavoidable.     It  is  a   decree   now   worthy   of 

*  America.  We  thankfully  receive  the  notifica- 
'  tion  of,  and  rejoice  at  it ;  and  we  are  determined 
'  at  every  hazard  to  endeavour  to  maintain  it, 
'  that  fo,  after  we  have  departed,  our  children 
'  and  their  lateft  pofterity  may  have  caufe  to  blefs 

*  our  memory.' 

The 
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The  general  aflembly  expreffed  their  approba-'^ 
tion  in  the  following  addrefs : 

«  It  is  "with  the  moft  unfpeakable  pleafure  we 
'  embrace  this  opportunity  of  expreffing  our  joy 
«  and  fatisfa(5tion  in  the  declaration  of  the  conti- 
«  nental  Congrefs,  declaring  the  United  Colonies 
'  free  and  independent  ftates,  abfolved  from  al- 
'  legiance  to  the  Britifh  crown,  and  totally  dif- 
'  folving  all  political  union   between   them   and 

*  Great-Britain — an  event  unfought  for,  and  now 
«  produced  by  unavoidable  neceffity,  and  which 

*  every  friend  to  juftice  and  humanity  muft  not 
'  only  hold  juftifiable  as  the  natural  effed  of  un- 

*  merited  perfecution,  but  equally  rejoice  in,  as 
«  the  only  effedual  fecurity  againfl  injuries  and 
<  oppreffions,  and  the  mod  promifing  fource  of 
«  future  liberty  and  fafety.' 

After  the  termination  of  the  unfuccefsful  at- 
tack on  the  fort  on  Sullivan's  ifland  in  June  1776, 
the  Britifh  arms  were  for  more  than  two  years 
wholly  employed  to  the  northward.  During  this 
period  South-Carolina  felt  very  few  of  the  incon- 
veniencies  which  were  then  grinding  their  bre- 
thren to  the  northward.  They  were  in  poffeffion 
of  a  lucrative  commerce,  and  comparatively  hap- 
py. In  the  year  1777  and  1778  Charlefton  was 
the  mart  for  fupplying  with  goods  moft  of  the 
ftates  to  the  fouthward  of  New-Jerfey.  Many 
hundred  waggons  were  employed  in  this  inland 

traffictCo 
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traffick.     At  no  period  of  peace  were  fortunes 
more  eafily  or  more  rapidly  acquired. 

While  Congrefs  vigoroufly  oppofed  Great- 
Britain  from  their  own  refources,  they  did  not 
negledt  the  important  bufmefs  of  negotiation. 
The  friendfhip  of  foreign  powers,  particularly  of 
the  ancient  and  powerful  monarchy  of  France, 
was,  from  the  declaration  of  independence,  ear- 
neftly  defired  by  the  new-formed  ftates  of  Ame- 
rica. Thofe  who  write  the  general  hiflory  of  Ame- 
rican affairs,  will  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  circum- 
llances  which,  for  fome  time,  delayed  the  ratifi- 
cation of  a  treaty  that  was  early  propofed  between 
the  Congrefs  and  his  mofl  chriflian  majefly.  In 
this  partial  view  of  the  revolution  fuffice  it  to  fay, 
that  the  commlfFioners  of  the  United  States  could 
not  have  addrelTed  themfelves  to  the  court  of 
France  in  more  favourable  circumftances.  The 
throne  was  filled  by  a  prince  in  the  flower  of  his 
age,  animated  with  a  defire  of  rendering  his 
reign  illuflrious.  The  means  employed  for  this 
purpofe  by  his  moft  chriflian  majefty  were  virtue, 
juflicc  and  firmnefs,  tempered  with  moderation. 
The  Count  de  Vergennes,  the  faithful  fervant 
of  this  Monarch,  had  grown  old  in  political 
]$nowledge,  and,  was  well  fatisfied  that  con- 
quefts  are  neither  the  fhortefl  nor  the  furefl  way 
to  true  greatnefs. — That  if  monarchs  defired  to 
aggrandize  their  reigns,  or  to  render  themfelves 
the  arbiters  of  furrounding  nations,  they  muft 
exercif?  ^T^oderatiop,  and  fhevi^  themfelves  the  pa- 
Z  ,  trons 
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trons  of  the   weak  and  the  opprefled,    without 
taking  any  advantage  of  their  humble  fituation. 

Under  the  influence  of  thefe  principles,  on 
the  6th  of  February  1778,  his  mofl:  chriflian 
majefty  Louis  the  Sixteenth  entered  into  treaties 
of  amity  and  commerce  and  of  alliance  with  the 
American  commiflioners  at  Paris,  on  the  footing  of 
the  moil  perfe6t  equality  and  reciprocity.  By  the 
latter  of  thefe  that  illuftrious  monarch  became  the 
guarantee  of  the  fovereignty  and  independence 
of  the  thirteen  United  States  of  North-America. '' 
Such  a  powerful  Ally,  added  to  the  natural 
force  of  America,  alarmed  the  fears  of  Great- 
Britain,  and  induced  her  to  make  an  effort  in  the 
way  of  negotiation  to  recover  her  late  colonies. 
Governor  Johnflone,  Lord  Carlille  and  Mr.  Eden, 
were  appointed  commiffioners  on  the  part  of 
Great-Britain,  to  come  to  America,  and  to  offer 
Congrefs  a  relinquiffiment  of  the  parliamentary 
exercife  of  taxation,  and  to  confirm  them  in 
every  immunity  confiftent  with  an  union  of  force.  ^ 
So  expeditious  v/as  the  court  of  Great-Britain 
in  propofing  thefe  overtures,  that  the  bills  con- 
taining them  were  read  in  Congrefs  eleven  days 
prior  to  any  information  received  by  that  body 
of  the  alliance  with  France  being  figned.  A  firm 
determination,  under  no  change  of  fortune  what- 
ever to  recede  from  their  declaration  of  independ- 
ence, prompted  Congrefs  in  the  firft  inftance  to 
rejed  the  propofals  of  a  reu^^ion  with  Great- 
Britain. 

"^  See  note  xxiii.     ^  See  note  xxiv. 


(     179     ) 

Britain.  ^  After  their  connexion  with  France  was 
known,  gratitude  and  national  faith  v/ere  addi- 
tional incentives  to  continue  in  the  fame  line  of 
condudt. 

When  the  aUiance  with  France  was  announced 
in  South-Carolina,  it  diffufed  a  general  joy.  It 
not  only  gave  confidence  to  all  in  the  final  efla- 
blifhment  of  their  independence,  but  reconciled 
them  to  the  calamities  of  war.  They  viewed 
their  misfortunes  only  as  temporary,  and  looked 
forward  to  a  fpeedy  peace,  when  all  their  wifhes 
in  favour  of  their  country  would  be  realized. 
The  condu6:  of  Congrefs,  in  inftantly  rejeding  the 
offers  of  the  commiffioners,  was  in  all  companies 
applauded.  Their  propofals  were  confidered  as  .an 
infult  clfcred  to  the  United  States.  The  fecond 
petition  of  Congrefs  had  not  afked  fo  much  as  was 
then  offered.  At  that  period  the  propofitions  of 
Great-Britain  would  have  been  gladly  accepted, 
but  to  that  petition  the  King  of  Great-Britain 
refufed  an  anfwer.  After  the  colonies  had  de- 
clared themfelves  independent  ftates—- -had  pledged 
their  honour  to  abide  by  that  declaration — had, 
under  the  fmiles  of  Heaven,  maintained  it  for 
three  campaigns  without  foreign  aid — After  the 
greateft  monarch  in  Europe  had  entered  into  a 
treaty  v/ith  them,  and  guarantied  tljeir  indepen- 
dence— After  all  this  to  degrade  themfelves  from 
the  rank  of  freemen  to  that  of  fubjeds — from 
Sovereign  ftates  to  dependent  provinces — v/ere 
propofitions  no  where  lefs  relifhed  than  by  the  ci- 

^  See  note  xxv.  '^^^"^ 
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tizens  of  South-Carolina.  The  tide  was  fairly- 
turned.  Inftead  of  that  hankering  after  Great- 
Britain,  which  had  made  a  feparation  painful,  the 
current  of  popular  opinions  and  prejudices  ran 
ftrong  in  an  oppofite  direction.  Several  of  the 
royalifts,  who  before  had  taken  part  with  the 
Britifh,  joined  their  countrymen,  and  took  the 
oaths  to  the  new  government.  Some  cautious 
monied  men,  who  heretofore  had  preferred  pri- 
vate to  publick  fecurity,  after  thefc  events,  depo- 
fited  large  fums  in  the  publick  funds,  on  the 
faith  of  the  new  government. 

On  a  review  of  the  tranfadions  between  Great- 
Britain  and  America  from  the  year  1774  to  the 
year  1778,  an  attentive  obferver  cannot  but  re^ 
mark  four  different  periods,  in  each  of  which  the 
conteft  between  the  two  countries  affumcd  a  new 
complexion.  The  parliamentary  claims  of  unli- 
mited fupremacy — the  Bofton  port-acl — the  abo- 
lition of  the  charter  of  Maflachufetts — and  the 
other  ads  of  the  like  tendency,  pafTed  about  the 
fame  time — roufed  the  colonies  in  1774  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Congrefs,  and  to  a  declaration 
of  their  exclufive  right  to  tax  themfelves,  and 
regulate  their  own  internal  polity.  To  obtain  a 
repeal  of  thirteen  ads  of  parliament,  which  in- 
fringed upon  thefe  claims,  they  petitioned  the 
King  of  Great-Britain,  and  affociated  to  fufpend 
all  trade  till  this  repeal  fliould  be  obtained.  The 
fuccefs  that  had  followed  two  former  attempts  of 
this  kind,  flattered  them  that  their  prefent  wifhes 

,  would 
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■would  foon  be  fully  gratified.  They  therefore 
very  generally  came  into  the  meafure,  without 
forefeeing  all  the  confequences,  and  without  in- 
tending any  thing  farther  than  fuch  a  commercial 
oppofition  as  would  intereft  the  Weft-Indians  and 
Britifh  merchants  in  their  behalf.  The  refufal  of 
this  firft  petition,  and  the  fubfequent  commence- 
ment of  hoftilities  on  the  part  of  Great-Britain, 
produced  in  the  colonifts  a  determination  to  op- 
pofe  force  to  force.  A  miUtary  oppofition  was 
therefore  adopted  about  the  middle  of  the  year 
1775,  but  without  a  defign  of  effeding  a  fepara- 
tion  from  Great-Britain.  At  this  fecond  ftagc 
of  the  quarrel  the  Congrefs  prepared  a  fecond 
petition,  praying  for  the  repeal  of  the  obnoxious 
a£ls.  To  give  weight  to  this  renewed  application 
to  the  throne,  and  to  roufe  the  people  of  Eng- 
land to  a  fenfe  of  the  probable  confequences  of 
their  perfifting  in  the  war,  they  formed  a  tempora- 
ry army,  and  publiflied  to  the  world  their  refoluti- 
on  of  defending  their  liberties  at  every  hazard.  ^* 
Still  nothing  farther  was  intended  than  a  re- 
drefs  of  grievances.  The  rejedion  of  this  fecond 
petition — the  determination  to  wage  war  in  full 
form  againft  the  colonifts — and  the  ad:  of  par- 
liament putting  the  whole  of  them  out  of  the 
King's  protection — gave  birth  to  a  third  and  un- 
forefeen  meafure — the  declaration  of  indepen- 
dence. Without  this  they  muft  either  have  fub- 
mitted  with  their  grievances  unredrefted,  or 
carried  on  a  war  under  the  appellation  of  fubjeds 

in 
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in  arms  agalnfl  their  acknowledged  fovereign,  in 
which  cafe  no  foreign  power  could  have  openly 
affifted  them.  After  this  meafure  was  adopted, 
a  foederal  union  might  have  taken  place  between 
Great-Britain  and  America,  by  which  the  for* 
mer  might  have  fccured  to  herfeif  a  great  part 
of  the  trade  of  the  latter,  without'  any  expence 
on  account  of  her  civil  eftablifhmcnts.  Inftead 
of  propofmg  any  thing  of  this  kind,  Great-Britain 
carried  on  the  war  for  the  campaigns  of  1776 
and  1777  profefTedly  with  a  view  to  reduce  them 
to  unconditional  fubmiffion,  and  offered  nothing 
to  the  United  States  before  April  1778,  which 
they  could  with  honour  or  fafety  accept.  After 
a  treaty  had  been  concluded  between  France  and 
America,  Great-Britain  fent  out  commifTioners 
to  offer  Congrefs  more  than  a  repeal  of  the  afts 
which  were  at  hrft  the  fource  of  the  difoute. 
By  this  conduft  fhe  virtually  acknowledged  fhe 
had  been  hitherto  in  the  wrong,  and  alfo  gave 
the  United  States  an  opportunity  of  evincing  to 
their  new  ally  the  nncerity  of  their  engagements. 

If  the  Congrefs  had  at  this  late  hour  liftened 
to  the  propofitions  of  Great-Britain  for  a  reunion, 
the  world  would  have  juflly  charged  them  with 
the  want  of  honour  and  gratitude.  They  would 
alfo  have  forfeited  the  future  confidence  of  every 
European  power.  It  is  alfo  now  known,  by  in- 
formation fmce  obtained,  that  even  though  the 
flates  of  America  had  agreed  with  the  royal  com- 

miflioners, 
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miffioners,    the   ruling-powers   of    Great-Britain 
would  not  have  ratified  the  convention. 

From  this  time  forward  commenced  the  fourth 
period  of  the  conteft.  The  colonies  were  not 
only  loll  to  Great-Britain,  but  theii' whole  weight 
was  thrown  into  the  oppofite  fcale  of  France. 

^,^Though  the  continental  Congrefs,  in  con- 
ducing the  oppofition  to  the  mother-country, 
did  little  more  than  give  an  efficient  operation  to 
the  wifhes  of  their  conftituents  ;  yet  the  Britifh 
commiffioners  flattered  themfelves  that  an  appli- 
cation to  the  local  legiilatures,  and  the  people  at 
large,  would  be  more  fuccefsful.  They  there- 
fore next  addrelTed  themfelves  to  the  individual 
ftates,  and  denounced  the  extremities  of  v/ar  on 
thofe  who  continued  to  prefer  the  alliance  with 
France  to  a  reunion  with  Great-Britain.  ^^  This 
did  not  produce  the  intimidation  expeded  from 
it,  nor  were  their  propofals  more  favourably  re- 
ceived by  the  local  legiflatures,  or  the  people, 
than  they  had  been  by  the  continental  Congrefs. 
When  the  flag  arrived  v/ith  their  overtures  fepa- 
rately  addrefled  to  the  governor,  the  affembly, 
the  military,  the  clergy  and  the  people,  of  South- 
(Carolina,  it  was  detained  in  the  road  near  the 
harbour  of  Charlefl:on,  till  prefident  Lowndes  con- 
vened his  council,  and  the  heads  or  leading-men 
of  the  different  orders  of  the  inhabitants,  to 
whom  they  were  addrefled.  As  foon  as  the  let- 
ters 

^^  See  note  xxvir. 
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ters  of  the  Britifli  commiffioners  were  read  to 
the  gentlemen  convened  on  this  occafion,  an 
unanimous  refolution  was  adopted  to  order  the 
flag-veffel  immediately  to  depart  the  ftate.  This 
was  accompanied  with  a  reprimand  for  attempting 
to  violate  the  conflitution  of  the  country,  by 
offering  to  negotiate  with  the  ftate  in  its  feparatc 
capacity. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  adher- 
ing to  their  own  declarations,  and  to  their  nati- 
onal engagements  with  France,  perfevered  in 
refufmg  to  reunite  with  Great- Britain,  or  to 
conclude  a  peace  with  her  otherwife  than  on 
principles  of  independence,  and  in  concert  with 
their  allies.  To  deter  the  Britiih  from  executing 
their  threats  of  laying  wafte  the  country,  Con- 
grefs  recommended  to  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  United  States  as  lived  in  places  expofed  to 
the  ravages  of  the  enemy,  immediately  to  build 
huts  at  leaft  thirty  miles  diftant  from  their  habi- 
tations, and  to  convey  thither  their  women,  chil- 
dren, and  others  not  capable  of  bearing  arms, 
together  with  their  cattle  and  other  moveable 
property.  They  alfo  publifhed  to  the  world  a 
refolution,  and  manifefto,  fetting  forth  their  fixed 
purpofc  of  retaliation,  and  appealing  to  Heaven 
for  the  reclitude  of  their  intentions." 

From  the  time  of  the  declaration  of  indepen- 
dence the  attention  of  Congrefs  was  engaged  in 

framing 

"  See  note  xxviii. 
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framing  articles  of  confederation,  to  bind  the 
thirteen  ftates  in  one  common  bond  of  continent- 
al government.  When  this  was  agreed  to  by 
Cpngrefs,  it  was  fubmitted  to  the  different  legif- 
latures,  accompanied  with  an  addrefs,  of  which 
the  following  is  a  part : 

'  Congress  having  agreed   upon   a  plan   of 

*  confederacy  for  fecuring  the  freedom,  fovereign- 
*=  ty  and  independence  of  the  United  States,  au- 
'  thentick  copies  are  now  tranfmitted  for  the  coHr 
'  fideration  of  the  refpeftive  legiflatures. 

'  This  bufinefs,  equally  intricate  and  impor- 

*  tant,  has  in  its  progrefs  been  attended  with  un- 
'  common  embarraffments  and  delay,  which  the 
'  moft  anxious  folicitude  and  perfevering  diligence 
'  could  not  prevent.     To  form  a  permanent  union, 

*  accommodated  to  the  opinion  and  wiflies  of  the 
'  delegates  of  fo  many  ftates,  differing  in  habits, 
'  produce,  commerce  and  internal  police,  was 
"  found  to  be  a  work  v/hich  nothing  but  time  and 
'  reflection,  confpiring  with  a  difpofition  to  con- 
'  ciliate,  could  mature  and  accompiiHi, 

'  Hardly  is  it  to  be  expefted  that  any  plan,  in 
'  the  variety  of  provifions  eifential  to  our  union, 
^  Ihould  exactly  correfpond  with  the  maxims  and 
'  political  views  of  every  particular  ftate.  Let  it 
'  be  remarked,  that,  after  the  moft  careful  enqui- 

*  ry  and  the  fulleft  information,  this  is  propofed 
^  as  the  beft  which  could  be  adapted  to  the  cir- 

A  a  *  cumftances 
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«  cumftances  of  all,  and  as  that  alone  which  affords 
«  any  tolerable  profped  of  a  general  ratification. 

'  Permit  us,  then,  earneflly  to  recommend 
thefe  articles  to  the  immediate  and  difpaffionate 
attention  of  the  legiilatures  of  the  refpedive 
ftates.  Let  them  be  candidly  received  under 
a  fenfe  of  the  difficulty  of  combining,  in  one 
general  fyftem,  the  various  fentiments  and  in- 
terefls  of  a  continent  divided  into  fo  many  fo- 
vdreign  and  independent  communities,  under  a 
conviction  of  the  abfolute  necefTity  of  uniting 
all  our  councils,  and  all  our  ftrength,  to  main- 
tain and  defend  our  common  liberties.  Let 
them  be  examined  with  a  liberality  becoming 
brethren  and  fellow-citizens,  furrounded  by  the 
fame  imminent  dangers,  contending  for  the  fame 
illuftrious  prize,  and  deeply  interefled  in  being 
for-ever  bound  and  connected  together  by  ties 
the  mofl  intimate  and  indiffoluble — and,  final- 
ly, let  them  be  adjudged  with  the  temper  and 
magnanimity  of  wife  and  patriotick  legiflators, 
who,  while  they  are  concerned  for  the  profperity 
of  their  ov^n  more  immediate  circle,  are  capable 
of  rifmg  fuperior  to  local  attachments,  when 
they  may  be  incompatible  with  the  fafety,  hap- 
pinefs  and  glory  of  the  general  confederacy. 
We  have  realbn  to  regret  the  time  which  has 
elapfed  in  preparing  this  plan  for  confideration  ; 
with  additional  folicitude  we  look  forward  to 
that  which  mud  be  necelTarily  fpent  before  it 
*  can  be  ratified.  Every  motive  loudly  calls  upori 
^  us  to  haften  its  conclufion.'  The 
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The  folemn  difcuffion  which  this  grand  bond 
of  foederal  union  underwent,  both  in  Congrefs 
and  tfie  different  ftates,  delayed  the  fubfcription  of 
it  till  the  9th  of  July  1778.  DiiEculties  relative  to 
the  property  and  difpofal  of  the  back  unappro- 
priated lands  occafioned  fome  of  the  fmall  dates, 
who  had  no  vacant  wellem  territory,  to  delay  (till 
longer.  The  fmall  dates,  with  great  juftice,  con- 
tended that  the  unappropriated  weftern  country 
fhould  be  the  common  property  of  the  union, 
and  pledged  as  a  fund  for  finking  the  continental 
debt.  Some  explications  on  this  fubjefl  having 
taken  place,  on  the  firlt  of  March  1781  the  ftate 
of  Maryland  completed  the  confederation  by  their 
delegates  fubfcribing  the  fame.  She  concurred 
in  this  meafure  as  well  from  a  defire  to  perpetuate 
and  flrengthen  the  union,  as  from  a  confidence 
in  the  juftice  and  generofity  of  the  larger  ftates — 
that,  fuperior  to  local  interefts,  they  v/ould  con- 
fent  to  fuch  arrangements  of  the  unappropriated 
lands,  included  in  their  refpe(5live  charters,  a^ 
good  policy  required,  and  the  great  exertions 
of  their  ftate  in  the  common  caufe  had  fo  highly 
deferved.  By  this  common  cement  of  the  thir- 
teen ftates  the  government  of  South-Carolina,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  other  parts  of  the  confederacy, 
has  become  fomewhat  complex.  The  individual 
ftates  are  fovereign  in  all  matters^  of  internal  po- 
lity, but  are  fubjeft  to  the  control  ot  Congrefs 
with  refpeft  to  peace  and  war— fending  and  re- 
ceiving ambaifadors — building  and  equipping  a 
iiavy — requifitions  for  men  and   money  for  the 

common- 
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common  defence—regulating  the  alloy  and  valile 
of  coin — fixing  the  ftandard  of  weights  and 
meafures — regulating  the  trade,  and  managing 
all  affairs  with  the  Indians  not  members  of  any 
of  the  flates — eftablilhing  and  regulating  poll- 
offices  from  one  ftate  to  another — eftablilhing  rules 
for  deciding,  in  all  cafes,  what  captures  on  land  or 
water  ihall  be  legal,  or  in  what  manner  prizes 
fliail  be  appropriated — granting  letters  of  marque 
and  reprifal  In  times  of  peace — appointing  courts 
for  the  trial  of  piracies  and  felonies  committed 
on  the  high  feas — -or  of  eftablifliing  courts  for 
receiving  and  determining  finally  appeals  in  all 
cafes  of  capture — and  deciding,  on  appeal,  all  dif- 
putes  and  differences  between  two  or  more  ftates 
concerning  boundary  jurifdiclion,  or  any  other 
caufe  whatever.  It  feems  to  have  been  the  fpi- 
rit  of  the  confederation,  that  the  feparate  ftates 
ffiould  be  fovereign  in  all  their  internal  concerns, 
but  that  they  (liould  be  fubjedl  to  Congrefs  in  all 
matters  in  which  the  whole  union  was  interefted, 
and  for  the  effecting  of  which  the  feparate  local 
iegiflatures  were  inadequate.  ^^  In  return  for 
this  portion  of  fovereignty,  delegated  to  the  con- 
tinental Congrefs,  the  individual  ftates  are  enti- 
tled to  the  proteQTion  of  the  whole  confederacy. 

Soon  after  the  Britilh  commiftioners  were  con- 
vinced of  the  inefficacy  of  negotiation,  to  effe£t 
a  reunion  of  the  colonies  with  Great-Britain,  the 
war  recommenced,  but  entirely  on  a  new  fyftem. 

Hitherto 

^^  See  note  xxix. 
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Hitherto  the  conqueft  of  America  had  been  at- 
tempted by  proceeding  from  north  to  fouth  5  but 
that  order  was  from  this  period  inverted.  The 
northern  ftates  in  their  turn  obtained  a  diminu- 
tion of  their  calamities,  while  South-Carolina, 
and  the  adjacent  fettlements,  became  the  principal 
theatre  of  offenfive  operations. 
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NOTE      I.      Page     i6. 

An  aSl  to  difcontinue,  infuch  manner  and  for  fuch 
time  as  are  therein  mentioned,  the  landing  and 
difchargirig,  lading  and  ftoipping  of  goods  and 
•wares,  or  merchandize,  at  the  town,  and  within 
the  harbour  of  Bojion,  in  the  -province  of  Majfa- 
chufetts-Bay,  in  'North-America, 

HERE  A. S  dangerous  commotions  and 
infurre£l'ions  have  been  fomented  and 
raifed  in  the  town  of  Bofton,  in  the  province  of 
Maffachufetts-Bay,  in  New-England,  by  divers  ill- 
affeded  perfons,  to  the  fubverfion  of  his  majefly's 
government,  and  to  the  utter  deflrudion  of  the 
pubhck  peace  and  good  order  of  the  faid  town, 
in  which  commotions  and  infurredions  certain 
B  b  valuable 
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valuable  cargoes  of  teas,  being  the  property  of 
the  Eaft-lndia  company,  and  on  board  certain 
veiTels,  lying  within  the  bay  or  harbour  of  Bof- 
ton,  were  feized  and  deflroyed  :  and  whereas, 
in  the  prefent  condition  of  the  faid  town  and  har- 
bour, the  commerce  of  his  majefty's  fubjects 
cannot  fafely  be  carried  on  there,  nor  the  cuf- 
toms,  payable  to  his  majefty,  duly  colle£led  ;  and 
it  is  therefore  expedient  that  the  officers  of  his 
majefty's  cuftoms  fliould  be  forthwith  removed 
from  the  faid  town  j 

May  it  pleafe  your  majefty  that  it  may  be 
enacied,  and  be  it  enaded  by  the  King's  mofl 
excellent  majefty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
confent  of  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and 
commons,  in  this  prefent  parliament  aflembled, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame,  that,  from  and 
after  the  firft  day  of  June  1774,  it  fliall  not  be 
lawful  for  any  perfon  or  perfons  whatfoever,  to 
lade  or  put,  or  caufe  to  be  laden  and  put,  off  and 
from  any  quay,  wharf,  or  other  place  within  the 
faid  town  of  Bofton,  or  in  or  upon  any  part  of  the 
fliore  of  the  bay,  commonly  called  the  harbour 
of  Bofton,  between  a  certain  headland  or  point 
called  Nahant-Point  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the 
entrance  into  the  faid  bay,  and  a  certain  other 
headland  or  point  called  Alderton-Point,  on  the 
weftern  fide  of  the  entrance  into  the  faid  bay,  or 
in  or  upon  any  ifland,  creek,  landing-place,  bank 
or  other  place,  within  the  faid  bay  or  headlands, 
i'mto  any  ihip,  veffel,  lighter,  boat,  or  J>cttom, 

any 
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any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize  whatfoeverj 
to  be  tranfported  or  carried  into  any  other  coun- 
try, province  or  plac6  whatlbever,  or  into  any 
other  part  of  the  laid  province  of  the  MafTachu- 
fetts-Bay  in  New-England  ;  or  to  take  up,  dif- 
charge,  or  lay  on  land,  or  caufe  or  procure  to 
be  taken  up,  difcharged,  or  laid  on  land,  within 
the  faid  town,  or  in  or  upon  any  of  the  places 
aforefaid,  out  of  any  boat,  lighter,  fiiip,  veffel  ot 
bottom,  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandize  what- 
foever,  to  be  brought  from  any  other  country, 
province,  or  place,  or  any  other  part  of  the  faid 
province,  of  the  Maffachufetts-Bay,  in  New-Eng- 
land, upon  pain  of  the  forfeiture  of  the  faid  goods, 
wares  and  merchandize,  and  of  the  faid  boat, 
lighter,  ihip,  veflel  or  other  bottom  into  which 
the  fame  fhall  be  put,  or  out  of  which  the  fame 
fhall  be  taken,  and  of  guns,  ammunition,  tackle, 
furniture  and  ftorcs,  in  or  belonging  to  the  fame  ; 
and  if  any  fuch  goods,  wares  or  merchandize, 
{hall,  within  the  faid  town,  of  in  any  the  places 
aforefaid,  be  laden,  or  taken  in  froni  the  ihore, 
into  any  barge,  hoy,  lighter,  v^herry,  or  boat, 
from  or  out  of  any  fhip  or  velTel,  coming  in  and 
arriving  from  any  other  country  or  province,  or 
other  part  of  the  province  of  the  Maifachufetts- 
Bay  in  New-England,  fuch  barge,  hoy,  lighter, 
v/herfv  or  boat,  ihaii  be  forfeited  and  loft, 

And  be   it  further  cnacled  by   the   authority 
aforefaid,  that  if  any  wharfinger,  or  keeper  of  any 

wharR 
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wharf,  crane  or  quay,  or  their  fervants,  or  any  of 
them,  fhall  take  up  and  land,  or  knowingly  fuifer 
to  be  taken  up  and  landed,  or  fhall  Ihip  off,  or 
fuffer  to  be  waterborne,  at  or  from  any  of  the  faid 
wharves,  cranes  or  quays,  any  fuch  goods,  wares 
ormerchandize ;  in  every  fuch  cafe,  all  and  every 
wharfinger  and  keeper  of  fuch  wharves,  cranes 
and  quays,  and  every  perfon  whatfoever  who 
Ihall  be  affifting,  or  otherwife  concerned  in  the 
fhipping,  or  in  the  loading,  or  putting  on  board 
any  boat  or  other  velfel,  for  that  purpofe,  or  in 
the  unfhipping  fuch  goods,  wares  and  merchan- 
dize or  to  whofe  hands  the  fame  ihall  knowingly 
come,  after  the  loading,  fhipping  or  unfhipping 
thereof,  fnall  forfeit  and  lofe  treble  the  value 
thereof,  to  be  computed  from  the  highefl  price 
which  fuch  fort  of  goods,  wares  and  merchan- 
dize fhall  bear  at  the  place  where  fuch  offence 
firall  be  committed,  at  the  time  when  the  fame 
fhall  be  fo  committed,  together  with  the  veffels 
and  boats,  and  all  the  horfes,  cattle  and  carriages 
whatfoever  made  ufe  of  in  the  fhipping,  unfhip- 
ping.j  landing,  removing,  carriage  or  conv^ey- 
ance  of  any  of  the  aforefaid  goods,  wares  and 
merchandize. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforefiid,  that  if  any  Ihip  or  veffel  fhall  be  moored, 
or  lie  at  anchor,  or  be  feen  hovering  within  the 
faid  bay,  defcribed  and  bounded  as  aforefaid,  or 
within  one  league  of  the  faid  bay  fo  defcribed,  or 
the  faid  headlands,  or  any  of  the  iflands   lying 

between 
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between  or  within  the  fame,  it  fliall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  any  admiral,  chief  commander,  or 
coramiffi'oned  officer,  of  his  majefty's  fleet  or 
fhips  of  war,  or  for  any  officer  of  his  majefty's 
cuftoms,  to  compel  fuch  Ihip  or  veflfel  to  depart 
to  fome  other  port  or  harbour,  or  to  fuch  flation 
as  the  faid  officer  Ihall  appoint,  and  to  ufe  fuch 
force  for  that  purpofe  as  fhall  be  found  neceffary  ; 
and  if  fuch  fhip  or  veflel  (hall  not  depart  accord- 
ingly, within  fix  hours  after  notice  for  that  pur- 
pofe given  by  fuch  perfons  as  aforefaid,  fuch  fhip 
or  veflfel,  together  with  all  the  goods  laden  on 
board  thereon,  and  all  the  guns,  ammunition, 
tackle  and  furniture,  fhall  be  forfeited  and  loil, 
whether  bulk  fhall  have  been  broken  or  not. 

Provided  always,  that  nothing  in  this  ad 
contained  fhall  extend,  or  be  conftrued  to  extend 
to  any  military  or  other  ftores  for  his  majefty's 
ufe,  or  to  the  fhips  or  vefTels  wherein  the  fame 
Ihall  be  laden,  which  fliall  be  commiffioned  by, 
and  in  the  immediate  pay  of  his  majefty,  his  heirs 
or  fucceflors  ;  nor  to  any  fuel  or  victuals  brought 
coaftwife  from  any  part  of  the  continent  of  Ame- 
rica, for  the  neceffai-y  ufe  and  fuftenance  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  faid  town  of  Bofton,  provided 
the  veffel  wherein  the  fame  are  to  be  carried  fliall 
be  duly  furnifhed  with  a  cockct,  and  let  pafs  after 
having  been  duly  fearched  by  the  proper  officer 
of  his  majefty's  cuftoms  at  Marblehead,  in  the 
-port  of  Salem,  in  the  faid  province  of  MafTachu- 
fetts-Bay ;   and  that  fome  officer  of  his  majeffy's 
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tuftoms  be  alfo  there  put  on  board  the  faid  veffel> 
who  is  hereby  authorized  to  go  on  board,  and 
proceed  with  the  faid  velTel,  together  with  a  fuffi- 
cient  number  of  perfons,  properly  armed  for  his 
defence,  to  the  faid  town  or  harbour  of  Bofton  ; 
nor  to  any  fliips  or  veiTels  which  may  happen  to 
be  within  the  faid  harbour  of  Boftonj  on  or  be- 
fore the  firfl  day  of  June  1774^  and  may  have 
cither  laden  or  taken  on  board,  or  be  there  with 
intent  to  load  or  take  on  board,  or  to  land  or 
difcharge  any  goods,  wares  and  merchandize, 
provided  the  faid  Ihips  and  vefiels  do  depart  the 
faid  harbour,  within  fourteen  days  after  the  faid 
firfl  day  of  June  1774. 

And  be  it  further  ena£led  by  the  authority 
Uforefaid,  that  all  feizures,  penalties  and  fgrfei- 
tures,  inflided  by  this  ad,  fliall  be  made  and  pro- 
fecuted  by  any  admiral,  chief  commander,  or 
commiffioned  officer  of  his  majefty's  fleet  or  ihips 
of  war,  or  by  the  officers  of  his  majefly's  cuftoms, 
or  fome  of  them,  or  by  fome  other  perfon  de- 
puted or  authorized  by  warrant  from  the  lord 
high  treafurer,  or  the  commiffioners  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  treafury  for  the  time  being,  and  no  other 
perfon  whatfoever  :  and  if  any  fuch  officer,  or 
other  perfon  authorized  as  aforefaid  fhall,  direct- 
ly or  indiredly,  take  or  receive  any  bribe  or  re- 
ward to  connive  at  fuch  lading  or  unlading,  or 
fhall  make  or  commence  any  coUufive  feizure, 
information  or  agreement  for  that  purpbfe,  or 
ihall  do  any  other  aft  whatfoever,   whereby  the 

goods, 
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goods,  wares  and  merchandize  prohibited  as 
aforefaid,  fhall  be  fuffercd  to  pafs  either  inwards 
or  outwards,  or  whereby  the  forfeitures  and  pe- 
nalties inflided  by  this  a£l  may  be  evaded,  every 
fuch  offender  fliall  forfeit  the  fum  of  five  hun- 
dred pounds  for  every  fuch  offence,  and  fhall 
become  incapable  of  any  ofHce  or  employment 
civil  or  military :  and  every  perfon  who  Ihall  give, 
offer  or  promife,  any  fuch  bribe  or  reward,  or 
ill  all  contract,  agree,  or  treat  with  any  perfon  fo 
authorized  as  aforefaid  to  commit  any  fuch  offence, 
Ihall  forfeit  the  fum  of  fifty  pounds. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforefaid,  that  the  forfeitures  and  penalties  in- 
flided  by  this  ad  fhall  and  may  be  profecuted, 
fued  for  and  recovered,  and  be  divided,  paid  and 
applied,  in  like  manner  as  other  penalties  and  for- 
feitures inflicted  by  any  a6t  or  adts  of  parliament, 
relating  to  the  trade  and  revenues  of  the  Britifli 
colonies  or  plantations  in  America,  are  direded 
to  be  profecuted,  fued  for  or  recovered,  divided, 
ipaid  and  applied  by  two  feveral  ads  of  parlia- 
ment, the  one  paffed  in  the  fourth  year  of  his 
prefent  majefly,    entitled,    '  An  ad  for  granting 

*  certain  duties  in  the  Britifli  colonies   and   plan- 

*  tations  in  America,  for  continuing,  araeyding 
'  and  making  perpetual  an  ad  paffed  in  the  fixth 

*  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  raajefty  King 
•^  George  the  fecond,  entitled.  An  ad  for  the 
'better  fecuring  and  encouraging  the  trade  of 
'*  his    roajedy's   fugar-colonips    in   America,    for 

*  applying 
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'  applying  the  produce  of  fuch  duties,  and  the 
'  duties  to  arifc  by  virtue  of  the  aforefaid  a£l  to- 
'  wards  defraying  the  expences  of  proteding  and 
'  fecuring  the  faid  colonies  and  plantations  j  for 

*  explaining  an  act  made  in  the  twenty-fifth  year 
'  of  the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  fecond,  en- 
«  titled,  An    act    for   the   encouragement  of  the 

*  Greenland  and  Eaftland  trades  ;  and  for  the 
'  better  fecuring  the  plantation  trade  ;  and  for 
^  altering  and  difallowing  feveral  drawbacks  on 
'  exports  from  this  kingdom  ;  and  more  effedu- 
'  ally  preventing  the  clandeftine  conveyance  of 
'  goods  to  and  from  the  faid  colonies  and  plan- 
'  tations,  and  improving  and  fecuring  the  trade 
'  between  the  fame  and  Great-Britain  :'  The 
other  paifed  in  the  eighth  year  of  his  prefent 
majefty's  reign,  entitled,  '  An  a£t  for  the  m6re 
'  eafy  and  effectual  recovery  of  the  penalties  and 
'  forfeitures  inflicled  by  the  acts  of  parhament 
'  relating  to  the  trade  or  revenues  of  the  Britifh 
'  colonies  and  plantations  in  America.' 

Akd  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforefaid,  that  every  charter-party,  bill  of  lading, 
and  other  contract  for  configning,  fhipping,  or 
carrying  any  goods,  wares  and  merchandize 
whatfoever,  to  or  from  the  faid  town  of  Boflon, 
or  any  part  of  the  bay  or  harbour  thereof  de- 
fcribed  as  aforefaid,  which  have  been  made  or 
entered  into,  or  which  ihall  be  made  or  entered 
into,  fo  long  as  this  adt  {hall  remain  in  full  force, 
relating  to  any  fliip  which  fhall  arrive  at  the  faid 

town 
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town  or  harbour,  after  the  firfl  day  of  June  1774, 
fhall  be,  and  the  fame  are  hereby  declared  to  be 
utterly  void,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  whatfo- 
€v'er. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforcfaid,  that  whenever  it  fhall  be  made  to  ap- 
pear to  his  majefty  in  his  privy-council,  that  peace 
and  obedience  to  the  laws  iliall  be  fo  far  reftorcd 
in  the  faid  town  of  Boflon,  that  the  trade  of 
Great-Britain  may  be  fafely  carried  on  there,  and 
his  majefly's  cuftoms  duly  colleded,  and  his  ma- 
jefly,  in  his  privy-council,  fliall  adjudge  the  fame 
to  be  true,  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  for  his  ma- 
jefly,  by  proclamation,  or  order  of  council,  to 
aflign  and  point  the  extent,  bounds  and  limits  of 
the  town  and  harbour  of  Bofton,  and  of  every 
creek  or  haven  within  the  fame,  or  in  the  iHands 
within  the  precinct  thereof;  and  alfo  to  afTign. 
and  appoint  fueh  and  fo  many  places,  quays  and 
wharves,  within  the  faid  harbour,  creeks,  havens 
and  illands,  for  the  landing,  difcharging,  lading, 
and  fhipping  of  goods,  as  his  majeity,  his  heirs 
or  fucceffors,  fhall  judge  neceffary  and  expedient ; 
and  alfo  to  appoint  fuch  and  fo  many  officers  of 
the  cuftoms  therein  as  his  m.ajefly  fhall  think  fit ; 
after  which  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  any  perfon  or 
perfons  to  lade,  or  put  off  from,  or  to  difcharge 
and  land  upon,  fuch  wharves,  quays  and  places, 
fo  appointed  within  the  faid  harbour,  and  none 
other,  any  goods  wares  and  merchandize  what- 
ever. 

C   c  Provided 
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Provided  always,  that  if  any  goods,  wares  or 
merchandize,  fhall  be  laden  or  put  off  from,  or 
difcharged  or  landed  upon,  any  other  place,  than 
the  quays,  wharves,  or  places  fo  to  be  appointed, 
the  fame,  together  with  the  fliips,  boats,  and 
other  veflels  employed  therein,  and  the  horfes,  or 
other  cattle  and  carriages  ufed  to  convey  the 
fame,  and  the  perfon  or  perfons  concerned  or 
afiifting  therein,  or  to  whofe  hands  the  fame  iliall 
knowingly  come,  fhall  fuffer  all  the  forfeitures 
and  penalties  impofed  by  this  or  any  other  act 
on  the  illegal  fliipping  or  landing  of  goods. 

Provided  alfo,  and  it  is  hereby  declared  and 
enacted,  that  nothing  herein  contained  fhall  ex- 
tend, or  be  conftrued,  to  enable  his  majefty  to 
appoint  fuch  port,  harbour,  creeks,  quays, 
wharves,  places,  or  officers,  in  the  faid  town  of 
Bofton,  or  in  the  faid  bay  or  iflands,  until  it  fhall 
fufficientiy  appear  to  his  majefty,  that  full  fatis- 
fadlion  hath  been  made  by  or  on  behalf  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  faid  town  of  Bofton,  to  the 
united  company  of  merchants  of  England,  trad- 
ing to  the  Eafl-Indies,  for  the  damages  fuftained 
by  the  faid  company,  by  the  deftrudion  of  their 
goods  fent  to  the  faid  town  of  Bofton,  on  board 
certain  fhips  or  veffels  as  aforefaid,  and  until  it 
fliall  be  certified  to  his  majefly  in  council,  by  the 
governor  or  lieutenant-governor  of  the  faid  pro- 
vince, that  reafonable  fatisfaction  hath  been  made 
to  the  officers  of  his  majefty's  revenue,  and  others 
who  fuffered  by  the  riots  and  infurredions  above- 
mentioned, 
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mentioned,  in  the  months  of  November  and  De- 
cember, in  the  year  1773,  and  in  the  month  of 
January  1774. 

?-  And  be  it  further  enaded  by  the  authority 
aforefaid,  that  if  any  adion  or  fuit  fhall  be  com- 
menced, either  in  Great-Britain  or  America,  a- 
gainft  any  perfon  or  perfons,  for  any  thing  done 
in  purfuance  of  this  act  of  parhament,  the  de- 
fendant or  defendants  in  fuch  adlion  or  fuits,  may 
plead  the  general  iffue,  and  give  the  faid  aft,  and 
the  fpecial  matter  in  evidence,  at  any  trial  to  be 
had  thereupon,  and  that  the  fame  was  done  in 
purfuance,  and  by  the  authority  of  this  ad ;  and 
if  it  fhall  appear  fo  to  have  been  done,  the  jury 
fliall  find  for  the  defendant  or  defendants ;  and  if 
the  plaintiff  Ihall  be  non-fuited,  or  difcontinue  his 
adion,  after  the  defendant  or  defendants  fliall 
have  appeared  ;  or  if  judgment  iliall  be  given  on 
any  verdi6t  or  demurrer  againfl  the  plaintiff,  the 
defendant  or  defendants  fhall  recover  treble  cofts, 
and  have  the  like  remedy  for  the  fame,  as  de» 
fefidant-s  have  in  other  cafes  by  law. 


NOTE 
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An  aH  for  the  better  regulating  the  government  of 
the  province  of  the  Majfachufetts-Bay^  in  NeW' 
England. 

HERE  AS  by  letters  patent  under  the 
great  feal  of  En^;^land,  made  in  the  third 
year  of  the  reign  of  their  late  majefties  King 
William  and  Queen  Mary,  for  uniting,  erecting, 
and  incorporaring  the  feveral  colonies,  territories, 
and  tracls  of  land  therein  mentioned,  into  one 
real  province,  by  the  name  of  their  majefties  pro- 
vince of  the  Maffachufetts-Bay,  in  New-England, 
whereby  it  was,  amongft  other  things,  ordained 
and  eftablilhed,  that  the  governor  of  the  faid  pro- 
vince ihould,  from  thenceforth,  be  appointed  and 
comniiffionated  by  their  majeHies,  their  heirs  and 
fuccelTors  :  it  was  however  granted  and  ordained, 
that  from  the  expiration  of  the  term,  for,  and 
during  which  the  eight  and  tv/enty  perfons,  nam- 
ed in  the  faid  letters  patent,  were  appointed  to 
be  the  firft  counfellors  or  alTiftants  to  the  gover-. 
nor  of  the  faid  province  for  the  time  being,  the 
aforefaid  number  of  eight  and  twenty  counfellors 
or  affiflants  fliould  yearly,  once  in  every  year, 
lor-ever  thereafter,  be,  by  the  general  court  or 
affembly,  newly  chofen :  and  whereas  the  faid 
method  of  electing  fuch  counfellors  or  alTiflants, 
to  be  veiled  with  the  feveral  powers,  authorities 
and  privileges  therein  mentioned,  although  con- 
formable 
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formable  to  the  praftice,  theretofore  iifed,  in 
fuch  of  the  colonies  thereby  united,  in  which  the 
appointment  of  the  refpedive  governors  had 
been  veiled  in  the  general  courts  or  airemblies 
of  the  faid  colonies,  hath,  by  repeated  experience, 
been  found  to  be  extremely  ill-adapted  to  the 
plan  of  government  eftabliihed  in  the  province  of 
the  Maifachufetts-Bay,  by  the  faid  letters  patent 
herein  before  mentioned,  and  hath  been  fo  far 
from  contributing  to  the  attainment  of  the  good 
ends  and  purpofes  thereby  intended,  and  to  the 
promoting  of  the  internal  welfare,  peace  and 
good  government,  of  the  faid  province,  or  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  juft  fubordination  to,  and 
conformity  with  the  laws  of  Great-Britain,  that 
the  manner  of  exercifing  the  powers,  authorities, 
and  privileges  aforefaid,  by  the  perfons  fo  annu- 
ally eledted,  hath  for  fome  time  pad  been  fuch 
as  had  the  moft  manifeft  tendency  to  obftrucl, 
and  in  great  meafure  defeat  the  execution  of  the 
laws,  to  weaken  the  attachment  of  his  majefhy's 
well-difpofed  fubjefts  in  the  faid  province  to  his 
majefty's  government,  and  to  encourage  the  ill- 
difpofed  among  them  to  proceed  even  to  a6ls  of 
direft  refiftance  to,  and  defiance  of,  his  majefly's 
authority ;  and  it  hath  accordingly  happened, 
that  an  open  refiftance  to  the  execution  of  the 
laws  hath  adually  taken  place  in  the  town  of  Bof- 
ton  and  the  neighbourhood  thereof,  within  the 
faid  province  :  and  whereas  it  is,  under  thefe 
circumftances,  become  abfolutely  necelfary,  in 
order  to  the  prefervation  of  the  peace  and  good 

order 


(      2o6     ) 

order  of  the  faid  province,  the  protedion  of  his 
majefty's  well-difpofed  fubjeds  therein  refident, 
the  continuance  of  the  mutual  benefits  arifing 
from  the  commerce  and  correfpondcnce  between 
this  kingdom  and  the  faid  province,  and  the 
maintaining  of  the  jufl:  dependence  of  the  faid 
province,  upon  the  crown  and  parliament  of 
Great-Britain,  that  the  faid  method  of  annually 
electing  the  counfellors  or  affiftants  of  the  faid 
province  fhould  no  longer  be  fuffered  to  conti- 
nue, but  that  the  appointment  of  the  faid  coun- 
fellors or  alliftants  fhould  henceforth  be  put  upon 
the  like  footing  as  is  eftablifhed  in  fuch  other  of 
his  majefty's  colonies  or  plantations  in  America, 
the  governors  whereof  are  appointed  by  his  ma- 
jefty's  commiflion  under  the  great  feal  of  Great- 
Britain  :  Be  it  therefore  enabled,  by  the  King's 
mod  excellent  majefty,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  confent  of  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal, 
and  commons  in  this  prefent  parliament  aficm- 
bled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame,  that, 
from  and  after  the  firfl  day  of  Auguft,  one  thou- 
fand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-four,  fo  much  of 
the  charter  granted  by  their  majefties  King  Wil- 
liam and  Queen  Mary,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
faid  province  of  the  Maffachufetts-Bay,  in  New- 
England,  and  all  and  every  claufe,  matter  and 
thing,  therein  contained,  which  relates  to  the 
time  and  manner  of  eleding  the  affiftants  or 
counfellors  for  the  faid  province,  be  revoked, 
and  are  hereby  revoked  and  made  void  and  of 
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rione  efted  ;  and  that  the  offices  of  all  counfel- 
fors  and  afiidants,  cleded  and  appointed  in  pur- 
fuance  thereof,  fhall  from  thenceforth  ceafe  and 
determine  :  and  that,  from  and  after  the  faid  firft 
day  of  Augufl,  one  thoufand  feven.  hundred  and 
feventy-four,  the  council  or  court  of  affiflants  of 
the  faid  province,  for  the  time  being,  fliall  be 
compofed  of  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  or  proprietors 
of  lands  within  the  fame,  as  fhall  be  thereunto 
nominated  and  appointed  by  his  majefty,  his  heirs 
and  fucceffors,  from  time  to  time,  by  warrant 
under  his  or  their  fignet,  or  fign-manual,  and 
with  the  advice  of  the  privy-council,  agreeable  to 
the  practice  now  ufed  in  refpe£t  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  counfellors  in  fuch  of  his  majefty's  other 
colonies  in  America,  the  governors  whereof  are 
appointed  by  commiffion  under  the  great  feal  of 
Great-Britain  :  provided,  that  the  number  of  the 
faid  afliftants  or  counfellors  fliall  not  at  any  on 
time  exceed  thirty-fix,  nor  be  lefs  than  twelve. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  enabled,  that  the  faid 
affiflants  or  counfellors,  fo  to  be  appointed  as 
aforefaid,  fhall  hold  their  offices  refpeclively,  for 
and  during  the  pleafure  of  his  majefly,  his  heirs 
or  fucceffors,  and  fliall  have  and  enjoy  all  the 
powers,  privileges  and  immunities,  at  prefent 
held,  exercifed,  and  enjoyed  by  the  affiilants  or 
counfellors  of  the  faid  province,  conftituted  and 
eleQed  from  time  to  time,  under  the  faid  char- 
ter, except  as  herein  after  excepted  ;  and  fliall 
alfo,  upon  their  admiinon  into  the  faid   council, 
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and  before  they  enter  upon  the  execution  of  their 
offices,  refpectively  take  the  oaths,  and  make, 
repeat  and  fubfcribe,  the  declarations  required, 
as  well  by  the  faid  charter  as  by  any  law  or  laws 
of  the  faid  province  now  in  force,  to  be  taken 
by  the  affiftants  or  counfellors,  who  have  been 
fo  ele£ted  and  conftituted  as  aforefaid. 

And  be  it  further  enafted  by  the  authority 
aforefaid,  that,  from  and  after  the  firft  day  of 
July,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy- 
four,  it  fliall  and  may  be  lawful  for  his  majefly's 
governor,  for  the  time  being,  of  the  faid  province, 
or,  in  his  abfence,  for  the  lieutenant-governor, 
to  nominate  and  appoint,  under  the  feal  of  the 
province,  from  time  to  time,  and  alfo  to  remove, 
without  the  confent  of  the  council,  all  judges  of 
the  inferior  courts  of  common-pleas,  commiffion- 
ers  of  oyer  and  terminer,  the  attorney-general, 
provofls,  marlhals,  juflices  of  the  peace,,  and 
other  officers  to  the  council  or  courts  of  juflice 
belonging ;  and  that  all  judges  in  the  inferior 
courts  of  common-pleas,  commiffioners  of  oyer 
and  terminer,  the  attorney-general,  provods,  mar- 
dials,  juflices,  and  other  officer  fo  appointed  by 
the  governor,  or,  in  his  abfence,  by  the  lieute- 
nant-governor, alone,  fhall  and  may  have,  hold 
and  exercife,  their  faid  offices,  powers  and  au- 
thorities, as  fully  and  completely,  to  all  intents 
and  purpofes,  as  any  judges  of  the  inferior  courts 
of  common-pleas,  commiffioners  of  oyer  and  ter- 
miner. 
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miner,  attorney-general,  provofts-,  marlhals  or 
other  officers,  have  or  might  have  done  hereto- 
fore under  the  faid  letters  patent,  in  the  third 
year  of  the  reign  of  their  late  majefties  King 
William  and  Queen  Mary;  any  law,  flatute  or 
ufage,  to  the  contrary  notwithilanding. 

Provided  alvv^ays,  and  be  it  enaded,  that  no° 
thing  herein  contained,  fliall  extend,  or  be  con- 
ftrued  to  extend,  to  annul  or  make  void,  the 
commiffion  granted  before  the  faid  firft  day  of 
July,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy- 
four,  to  any  judges  of  the  inferior  courts  of  com- 
mon-pleas, commiflioners  of  oyer  and  terminer, 
the  attorney-general,  provofts,  marfhals,  juftices 
of  the  peace,  or  other  officers ;  but  that  they  may 
hold  and  exercife  the  fame,  as  if  this  ad  had 
never  been  made,  until  the  fame  fliall  be  deter- 
mined by  death,  removal  by  the  governor,  or 
other  avoidance,  as  the  cafe  may  happen. 

And  be  it  further  enaded  by  the  authority 
aforefaid,  that,  from  and  after  the  faid  firft  day 
of  July,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy- 
four,  it  fliall  and  may  be  lawful  for  his  majefty's 
governor,  or,  in  his  abfence,  for  the  lieutenant- 
governor,  for  the  time  being,  of  the  faid  province, 
from  time  to  time,  to  nominate  and  appoint  the 
ftieriffs  without  the  confent  of  the  council,  and 
to  remove  fuch  flieriffs  v/ith  fuch  confent,  and 
not  otherwife. 
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And  be  it  further  enaded  by  the  authority 
aforefaid,  that,  upon  every  vacancy  of  the  offices 
of  chief-juftice  and  judges  of  the  fuperior  court 
of  the  faid  province,  from  and  after  the  faid  firfl 
day  of  July,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
feventy-four,  the  governor  for  the  time  being, 
or,  in  his  abfence,  the  lieutenant-governor,  with- 
out the  confent  of  the  council,  fhall  have  full 
power  and  authority  to  nominate  and  appoint  the 
perfons  to  fucceed  to  the  faid  offices,  who  fhall 
hold  their  commiffions  during  the  pleafure  of  his 
majefly,  his  heirs  and  fucceffors  ;  and  that  nei- 
ther the  chief-juftice  or  judges  appointed  before 
the  faid  firll  day  of  July,  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  feventy-four,  nor  ihofe  who  fhall 
hereafter  be  appointed  purfuant  to  this  a6t,  fliall 
be  removed  unlefs  by  the  order  of  his  majefty, 
his  heirs  or  fucceffors,  under  his  or  their  fign-? 
manual. 

And  whereas,  by  feveral  acls  of  the  general 
court,  which  have  been  from  time  to  time  enad- 
ed  and  paffed  within  the  faid  province,  the  free- 
holders and  inhabitants  of  the  feveral  townfhips, 
diflricls  and  precincts  ;  qualified  as  is  therein  ex- 
preffed,  are  authorized  to  affemble  together,  an- 
nually or  occafionally,  upon  notice  given,  in  fuch 
manner  as  the  faid  afts  direct,  for  the  choice  of 
feledmen,  conftables  and  other  officers,  and  for 
the  making  and  agreeing  upon  fuch  neceffary 
rules,  orders  and  by-laws,  for  the  directing,  ma- 
naging and  ordering,  the    prudential  affairs   of 
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fuch  townflilps,  diftricts  and  precin<5ts,.  and  for 
other  purpofes  :  and  whereas,  a  great  abufe  has 
been  made  of  the  power  of  calUng  fuch  meetings, 
and  the  inhabitants  have,  contrary  to  the  defign 
of  their  inftitution,  been  mifled  to  treat  upon 
matters  of  the  mod  general  concern,  and  to  pafs 
many  dangerous  and  unwarrantable  refoives  :  for 
remedy  whereof,  be  it  enadled,  that,  from  and 
after  the  faid  firll  day  of  Auguft,  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  feventy-four,  no  meeting  fhall 
be  called  by  the  feledmen,  or  at  the  requeft  of 
any  number  of  freeholders  of  any  townfhip,  dif- 
tricl  or  precind,  without  the  leave  of  the  gover- 
nor, or,  in  his  abfence,  of  the  lieutenant-gover- 
nor, in  writing,  expreffing  the  fpecial  bufmefs 
of  the  faid  meeting,  firft  had  and  obtained,  ex- 
cept the  annual  meeting  in  the  months  of  March 
or  May,  for  the  choice  of  feleftmen,  conflabks 
and  other  officers,  or  except  for  the  choice  of  per- 
fons  to  fill  up  the  offices  aforefaid,  on  the  death 
or  removal  of  any  of  the  perfons  firfl:  elefted  to 
fuch  offices,  and  alfo,  except  any  meeting  for  the 
ele6lion  of  a  reprefentative  or  reprefentatives  in 
the  general  court ;  and  that  no  other  matter  fhali 
be  treated  of  at  fuch  meetings,  except  the  elec- 
tion of  their  aforefaid  officers  or  reprefentatives, 
nor  at  any  other  meeting,  except  the  bufmefs 
exprelTed  in  the  leave  given  by  the  governor,  or, 
in  his  abfence,  by  the  lieutenant-go vernor. 

And   whereas  the  method  at  prefent   ufed  in 
the  province  of  Mafifachufett'S-Bay,  in  America, 
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of  electing  perfons  to  ferve  on  grand-juries,  and 
other  juries,    by    the    freeholders    and    inhabi- 
tants of  the  feveral  towns,   affords  occafion  for 
many  eyil  pradices,  and  tends  to  pervert  the  free 
and  impartial   adminiftration   of  juftice  :  for  re- 
medy whereof,  be  it  further  enafted  by  the  au- 
thority aforefaid,  that,  from  and  after  the  refpec- 
tive  times  appointed  for  the  holding  the  general 
feffions  of  the  peace  in  the  feveral  counties  within 
the  faid  province,  next  after  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember, one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fcventy- 
four,  the  jurors  to  ferve  at  the  fuperior  courts  of 
judicature,  courts  of  affize,  general  gaol-delivery, 
general  feffions  of  the  peace,  and  inferior  courts 
of  common-pleas,   in  the  feveral  counties  within 
the  faid  province,  fhall  not  be  elefted,  nominated 
or  appointed,  by  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants 
of  the  feveral  towns  within   the  faid    refpedive 
counties,    nor    fummoned    or   returned    by   the 
conflables    of   the  faid   towns  ;    but    that    from 
thenceforth,  the  jurors  to  fer\^e   at  the   fuperior 
courts    of  judicature,    courts    of  affize,   general 
gaol-delivery,  general  feffions   of  the  peace,  and 
inferior  courts  of  common-pleas,  within  the  faid 
province,  ffiall  be  fummoned  and  returned  by  the 
fheriffs  of  the  refpe£t:ive  counties  within  the  faid 
province ;    and  all  writs    of   Venire   Facias,    or 
other  procefs   or  v/arrants,  to  be  ilTued  for  the 
return  of  jurors  to  ferve  at  the  faid  courts,  fliall 
be  direfted   to  the  ffierifFs  of  the  faid   counties 
reipedively  j  any  lav/,  cuflom   or  ufage,  to  the 
contrary  notwithftanding. 
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Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enaded 
by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  where- ever  the  ^ 
fheriiF  of  any  county  fhall  happen  to  be  a  party, 
or  interefted  or  related  to  any  party  or  perfon 
interefted  in  any  profecution  or  fuit  depending  in 
any  of  the  faid  courts ;  that  then,  in  fuch  cafe, 
the  writ  of  Venire  Facias,  or  other  procefs  or 
warrant  for  the  fummoning  and  returning  of  a 
jury  for  the  trial  of  fuch  profecution  or  fuit,  fhall 
be  direded  to,  and  executed  by,  the  coroner  of 
fuch  county  j  and  in  cafe  fuch  coroner  Ihall  be 
alfo  a  party,  or  interefted  in,  or  related  to,  any 
party  or  perfon  interefted  in  fuch  profecution  or 
fuit,  then  the  Venire  Facias,  or  other  procefs  or 
warrant,  for  the  fummoning  and  return  of  a  jury 
for  the  trial  of  fuch  profecution  or  fuit,  Ihall  be  ' 
direfted  to,  and  executed  by,  a  proper  and  in- 
different perfon,  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpdfe 
by  the  court  wherein  fuch  profecution  or  fuit 
fhall  be  depending. 

And  that  all  fheriffs  may  be  the  better  inform- 
ed of  perfons  qualified  to  ferve  on  juries  at  the 
fuperior  courts  of  judicature,  courts  of  aflize, 
general  gaol-delivery,  general  feflions  of  the 
peace,  and  inferior  courts  of  common-pleas,  with- 
in the  faid  province,  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforefaid,  that  the  conftables  of 
the  refpective  towns,  within  the  feveral  counties 
of  the  faid  province,  fhall,  at  the  general  feilions 
of  the  peace  to  be  holden  for  each  county,  next 
after  the  month  of  September   in   every   year, 
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upon  the  firfl  day  of  the  faid  feffions,  returil 
and  deliver  to  the  juftices  of  the  peace  in  open 
court,  a  true  Uft,  in  writing,  of  the  names  and 
places  of  abode  of  all  perfons  within  the  refpec- 
tive  towns  for  which  they  ferve,  or  the  diftrids 
thereof,  quahfied  tb  ferve  upon  juries,  with  their 
titles  and  additions,  between  the  age  of  one  and 
twenty  years,  and  the  age  of  feventy  years;- 
which  faid  juflices,  or  any  two  of  them,  at  the 
jfaid  feffions  in  the  refpeclive  counties,  fiiall  caufe 
to  be  delivered  a  duplicate  of  the  aforefaid  lifts, 
by  the  clerk  of  the  peace  of  every  county,  to 
the  fheriffs,  or  their  deputies,  within  ten  days 
after  fuch  feffions,  and  caufe  each  of  the  faid  lilts 
to  be  fairly  entered  in  a  book  by  the  clerk  of 
the  peace,  to  be  by  him  provided,  and  kept  for 
that  purpofe  amongft  the  records  of  the  faid 
court ;  and  no  flierifF  ffiall  impannel  or  return 
any  perfon  or  perfons  to  ferve  upon  any  grand- 
jury  or  petit-jury  whatfoever,  in  any  of  the  faid 
courts  that  ffiall  not  be  named  or  mentioned  in 
fuch  lift :  and,  to  prevent  a  failure  of  juftice, 
through  the  neglect  of  conftables  to  make  fuch 
returns  of  perfons  qualified  to  ferve  on  juries,  a? 
in  and  by  this  act  is  directed,  the  clerks  of  the 
peace  of  the  faid  feveral  counties  are  hereby  requir- 
ed and  commanded,  twenty  days  at  leait  next  be- 
fore the  month  of  September,  yearly  and  every 
year,  to  iffiie  forth  precepts  or  warrants,  under 
their  refpeftive  hands  and  feals,  to  the  refpe6tive 
conftables  of  the  feveral  towns  within  the  faid 
refpeclive  counties,  requiring  them  and  every  of 
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them,  to  make  fuch  return  of  perfons  qualified 
to  ferve  upon  juries  as  hereby  refpeclively  direct- 
ed ;  and  every  conftable  failing  at  any  time  to 
make  and  deliver  fuch  return  to  the  jultices  in 
open  court,  as  aforefaid,  Ihall  forfeit  and  incur 
the  penalty  of  five  pounds  flerling  to  his  majefty 
and  his  fuccefibrs ;  to  be  recovered  by  bill,  plaint 
pr  information,  to  be  profecuted  in  any  of  the 
courts  aforefaid  ;  and  in  order  that  the  conftables 
may  be  the  better  enabled  to  make  complete  lifts 
of  all  perfons  quahficd  to  ferve  on  juries,  the 
conftables  of  the  feveral  towns  fhall  have  free  li- 
berty, at  all  feafonable  times,  upon  requcft  by 
them  made  to  any  officer  or  officers,  who  fhall 
have  in  his  or  their  cuftody  any  book  or  account 
of  rates  or  taxes  on  the  freehoders  or  inhabitants 
within  fuch  refpg£llve  towns,  to  infpect  the  famej 
and  take  from  thence  the  names  of  fuch  perfons 
qualified  to  ferve  on  juries,  dwelling  within  the 
refpediive  towns  for  which  fuch  lifts  are  to  be 
given  in  and  returned  purfuant  to  this  aft  5  and 
fliall,  in  the  month  of  September,  yearly  and 
every  year,  upon  two  or  more  Sundays,  fix  upon 
the  door  of  the  church,  chapel,  and  every  other 
publick  place  of  religious  worfhip  within  their 
refpedive  precincls,  a  true  and  exact  lift  of  all 
fuch  perfons  intended  to  be  returned  to  the  faid 
general  feilions  of  the  peace,  as  qualified  to  ferve 
on  juries,  purfuant  to  the  direftions  of  this  aft; 
and  leave,  at  the  fame  tltiie,  a  duplicate  of  fuch 
lift  with  the  town-clerk  of  the  faid  place,  to  be 
perufed  bv  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  there- 
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of,  to  the  end,  that  notice  may  be  given  of  pcr- 
fons  duly  qualified  who  are  omitted,  orof  perfons 
inferted  by  miftake  who  ought  to  be  omitted  out 
of  fuch  lifts  ;  and  it  (hall  and  may  be  lawful  to 
and  for  the  juftices,  at  the  general  feflions  of  the 
peace  to  which  the  faid  lifts  ftiali  be  fo  returned, 
upon  due  proof  made  before  them  of  any  perfon 
or  perfons  duly  qualified  to  ferve  on  juries  being 
omitted  in  fuch  lifts,  or  of  any  perfon  or  perfons 
being  inferted  therein  who  ought  to  have  been 
omitted,  to  order  his  or  their  name  or  names  to 
be  inferted  or  ftruck  out,  as  the  cafe  may  re- 
quire :  and  in  cafe  any  conftable  fliall  wilfully 
omit,  out  of  fuch  lift,  any  perfon  or  perfons, 
whofe  name  or  names  ought  to  be  inferted,  or 
fhall  wilfully  infert  any  perfon  or  perfons  who 
ought  to  be  omitted,  every  conftable  fo  oft'end- 
ing,  fliall,  for  every  perfon  fo  omitted  or  inferted 
in  fuch  lift,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  this  ad,  be  fined  by  the  faid  juftices,  in 
the  faid  general  fefTions  of  the  peace,  in  the  fum 
of  forty  fhillings  fterling. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  enabled  by  the' 
authority  aforefaid,  that  in  cafe  default  fhall  at 
any  time  hereafter  be  made,  by  any  conftable 
or  conftables,  to  return  lifts  of  perfons  qualified 
to  ferve  on  juries  within  any  of  the  faid  towns 
to  the  faid  court  of  general  felTions  of  the  peace  ; 
then,  and  in  fuch  cafe,  it  fhall  and  may  be  law- 
ful for  the  flierifF  of  the  county,  in  which  fuch 
default  fhall  be  made,  to  fummon  and  return  to 
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the  feveral  courts  aforefaid,  or  any  of  thern,  fuch 
and  fo  many  perfons  dwelling  in  fuch  towns,  or 
the  diftricls  thereof,  qualified  to  ferve  on  juries, 
as  he  fliail  think  fit,  to  ferve  on  juries  at  fuch  re- 
fpcfliive  courts  ;  any  thing  herein  contained  to 
the  contrary  thereof  in  anywife  notwithflanding. 

And  be  It  further  enaded  by  the  authority 
aforefaid,  that  every  funimons  of  any  perfon,  to 
ferve  upon  any  of  the  juries  at  the  faid  courts, 
or  any  of  them,  fhall  be  made  by  the  IherifF,  or 
other  perfon,  ten  days  at  leaft  before  the  holding 
of  every  fuch  court ;  and  in  cafe  any  iuror,  fo 
to  be  fummoned,  be  abfent  from  the  ufual  place 
of  his  habitation  at  the  time  of  fuch  fummons, 
notice  of  fuch  fummons  fliall  be  given  by  leaving 
a  note  in  writing,  under  the  hand  of  fuch  Ihe- 
rifF or  perfon,  containing  the  contents  thereof, 
at  the  dwellinghoufe  of  fuch  juror,  with  fome 
perfon  inhabiting  in  the  fame. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enaded 
by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  in  cafe  a  fuffi- 
cient  number  of  perfons  qualified  to  ferve  on 
juries  fliall  not  appear  at  the  faid  courts,  or  any 
of  them,  to  perform  the  fervice  of  grand  or  petit- 
jurors  ;  that  then,  and  in  fuch  cafe,  it  fhall  be 
lawful  for  the  faid  court  to  iffue  a  writ  or  precept 
to  the  flieriff,  requiring  bim  to  fummon  a  fuffi- 
cient  number  of  other  perfons  qualified  to  ferve 
on  juries   immediately  at  fuch  court  j  and  fuch 

perfons 
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perfons  arc  hereby  required  to  appear  and  fervc 
as  jurors  at  the  faid  courts  accordingly. 

And  be  it  further  enaded  by  the  authority 
aforefaid,  that  no  perfon  who  ihall  ferve  as  a  ju- 
ror, at  any  of  the  faid  courts,  fhall  be  hable  to 
ferve  again  as  a  juror  at  the  fame  court,  or  any 
other  of  the  courts  aforefaid,  for  the  fpace  of 
three  years  then  next  following,  except  upon 
fpecial  juries. 

And,  in  order  that  fheriffs  may  be  informed 
of  the  perfons  v/ho  have  ferved  as  jurors,  it  is 
hereby  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforefaid, 
that  every  fheriff  fhall  prepare  and  keep  a  book 
or  regifter,  wherein  the  names  of  all  fuch  per- 
fons who  have  ferved  as  jurors,  with  their  addi- 
tions and  places  of  abode,  and  the  times  when, 
and  the  courts  in  which  thev  ferved,  fliall  be  al- 
phabetically  entered  and  regiftered,  which  books 
of  regiflers  fhall,  from  time  to  time,  be  delivered 
over  to  the  fucceeding  fherifF  of  the  faid  county, 
within  ten  days  after  he  fhall  enter  upon  his  of- 
fice ;  and  every  juror  who  fliall  attend  and  ferve 
at  any  of  the  courts  aforefaid,  may,  at  the  expi- 
ration of  the  time  of  holding  every  fuch  court, 
upon  application  to  the  fherifF  or  his  deput)^, 
have  a  certificate,  immediately,  gratis,  from  the 
fherifF  or  his  deputy,  teflifying  fuch  his  attend- 
ance and  fervice  ;  which  faid  certificate  the  faid 
fheriff,  or  his  deputy,  is  required  to  give  to  every 
fuch  juror. 

And 
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And  be  it  further  enafted  by  the  authority 
aforefaid,  that  if,  by  reafon  of  challenges  or 
otherwife,  there  fhall  not  be  a  fufficient  number 
of  jurors  for  the  trial  of  any  profecution  for  any 
mifdemeanor,  or  any  aftion  depending  in  any  of 
the  faid  courts  ;  then,  and  in  fuch  cafe,  the  jury 
fliall  be  filled  up  de  Talibus  Circumflantibus,  to 
be  returned  by  the  fheriff,  unlefs  he  be  a  party, 
or  interefted,  or  related  to  any  party  or  perfon 
interefted  in  fuch  profecution  or  a£lion  ;  and,  in 
any  of  which  cafes,  to  he  returned  by  the  coro- 
ner, unlefs  he  be  a  party,  or  interefted  or  related 
to  any  party  or  perfon  interefted  in  fuch  profecu- 
tion or  adion  ;  and,  in  any  of  thefe  cafes,  to  be 
returned  by  a  proper  and  indifferent  perfon,  to 
be  appointed  by  the  court  for  that  purpofe. 

■  ihbf. 

And  be  it  further  enafted  by  the  authority 
aforefaid,  that  in  cafe  any  perfon  fummoned  to 
ferve  upon  the  grand  or  petit-jury,  at  any  of  th$: 
courts  aforefaid,  or  upon  the  jury  in  any  profe- 
cution, action  or  fuit,  depending  in  any  of  the 
faid  courts,  fhall  not  appear  and  ferve  at  the  faid 
<:ourts,  according  to  the  faid  fummons,  (not  having 
any  reafonable  excufcj  to  be  allowed  by  the  judges 
or  juftices  at  fuch  court)  he  fhall  be  fined  by  the 
judges  or  juftices  of  fuch  court  in  any  fum.  not 
exceeding  the  fum  of  ten  pounds,  nor  lefs  than 
twenty  fbillings  fierling. 

,  And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority 
aforefaid,  that  every  fheriff,  or  other  ofliccr,  to 

v/hom 
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\^hom  the  Venire  Facias,  or  other  procefs  or  War- 
rant, for  the  trial  of  caufes,  or  fummoning  of 
juries,  fhall  be  direfted,  fhall,  upon  his  return  to 
every  fuch  writ,  or  other  procefs  or  warrant, 
(unlefs  in  cafes  where  a  fpecial  jury  ihall  be 
ftruck  by  order  or  rule  of  court,  purfuant  to  this 
aft)  annex  a  pannel  to  the  laid  writ,  or  procefs, 
or  warrant,  containing  the  chriftian  and  fur- 
names,  additions  and  places  of  abode,  of  a  com- 
petent number  of  jurors,  named  in  fuch  lifts, 
which  number  of  jurors  lliall  not  be  lefs  than 
twenty-four,  nor  more  than  forty-eight,  without 
direftion  of  the  judges  or  juftices  of  fiich  court 
or  fefhon,  or  one  of  them,  who  are  hereby  re- 
fpeftively  empowered  and  required,  if  he  or  they 
fee  caufe,  by  order,  under  his  or  their  refpec 
tive  hand  or  hands,  to  direct  a  greater  number ; 
and  then  fuch  number  as  fliall  be  fo  directed  fliall 
be  the  number  to  be  returned  to  ferve  on  fuch 
jury. 

And  be  it  further  enaded  by  the  authori<?y 
aforefaid,  that  for  the  trials  of  all  adions  or  fuits 
depending  in  any  of  the  faid  courts,  the  name  of 
each  and  every  perfon  who  fhall  be  fummoned 
and  returned  as  aforefaid,  with  his  addition,  and 
the  place  of  his  abode,  fhall  be  written  in  feve- 
ral  and  diftind  pieces  of  parchment  or  paper, 
being  all  as  near  as  may  be  of  equal  fi.ze  and 
bignefs,  and  fhall  be  delivered  unto  the  officer  to 
be  appointed  by  the  court  for  that  purpofe,  by  the 
{heriff,  under-flicrifF,  or  fome  agent  of  his  ;  and 
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fliall,  by  dlre£lion  and  care  of  fuch  officer,  be 
rolled  up  all  as  near  as  may  be,  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, and  put  together  in  a  box  or  glafs,  to  be 
provided  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  when  any  caufe 
fhall  be  brought  on  to  be  tried,  fome  indifferent 
perfon,  by  direction  of  the  court,  may  and  fhall, 
in  open  court,  draw  out  twelve  of  the  faid  parch- 
ments or  papers,  one  after  another,  and  if  any 
of  the  perfons,  whofe  names  fhall  be  fo  drawn, 
fhall  not  appear,  or  fliall  be  challenged,  and  fuch 
challenge  allowed,  then  fuch  perfon  fhall  pro- 
ceed to  draw  other  parchments  or  papers  from 
the  faid  box,  till  twelve  indifferent  perfons  fhall 
be  drawn  ;  which  twelve  indifferent  perfons,  be- 
ing fworn,  fliali  be  the  jury  to  try  the  faid  caufe  : 
and  the  names  of  the  perfons  fo  drawn  and  fworn 
fliall  be  kept  apart  by  themfelves,  in  fome  other 
box  or  glafs,  to  be  kept  for  that  purpofe,  till 
IJuch  jury  fliall  have  given  in  their  verdi6:,  and 
the  fame  is  recorded,  or  until  fuch  jury  fliall,  by 
confent  of  the  parties,  or  leave  of  the  court,  be 
difcharged  ;  and  then  the  fame  names  fliall  be 
rolled  up  again,  and  returned  to  the  former  box 
or  glafs,  there  to  be  kept,  with  the  other  names 
remaining  at  that  time  undrawn,  and  fo  toties 
quoties,  as  long  as  any  caufe  remains  then  to  be 
tried. 

And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority 
aforefaid,  that  it  fliall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and 
for  the  fuperior  court  of  aflize,  and  court  of 
common-pleas,  upon  motion  made  on  behalf  of 

his 
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his  mnjefly,  his  heirs  or  fucceffors,  or  on  the  mo- 
tion of  any  profecutor  or  defendant,  in  any  in- 
dictment or  information  for  any  mifdemeanor 
depending,  or  to  be  brought  or  profecuted  in 
the  faid  court,  or  on  the  motion  of  any  plaintiff 
or  plaintiffs,  defendant  or  defendants  in  any  adti- 
on,  caufe  or  fuit  whatfoever,  depending,  or  to  be 
brought  and  carried  on  in  the  faid  court,  and  the 
faid  court  is  hereby  authorized  and  required, 
upon  motion  as  aforefaid,  in  any  of  the  cafes  be- 
fore-mentioned, to  order  and  appoint  a  jury  to  be 
ftruck  for  the  trial  of  any  iflue,  joined  in  any 
of  the  faid  cafes,  and  triable  by  a  jury  of  twelve 
men,  by  fuch  officer  of  the  faid  court,  as  thd 
court  fliall  appoint ;  and  for  that  purpofe  the 
iheriff,  or  his  deputy,  fhall  attend  fuch  officer 
with  the  duplicate  of  the  lifts  of  perfons  qualified 
to  ferve  on  juries ;  and  fuch  officer  fhall  there- 
upon take  down,  in  writing,  from  the  faid  dupli- 
cate, the  names  of  forty-eight  perfons  qualified  to 
ferve  on  juries,  with  their  additions,  and  places 
of  abode,  a  copy  whereof  fliall  forthwith  be  de* 
livered  to  the  profecutors  or  plaintiffs,  their  at* 
tornies  or  agents,  and  another  copy  thereof  to 
the  defendants,  their  attornies  or  agents,  in  fuch 
profecutions  and  caufes  ;  and  the  faid  officer  of 
the  court  aforefaid  fhall,  at  a  time  to  be  fixed 
by  him  for  that  purpofe,  flrike  out  the  names  of 
twelve  of  the  faid  perfons,  at  the  nomination  of 
the  profecutors  or  plaintiffs,  their  attornies  or 
Agents,  and  alfo  the  names  of  twelve  others  of 
the  faid  perfons,  at  the  nomination  of  the  faid 

defendants 
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defendants  in  fuch  profecutions  and  fuits,  and 
the  twent^z-four  remaining  perfons  fhall  be  ftruck 
and  fummoned,  and  returned  to  the  faid  court  as 
jurors,  for  the  trial  of  fuch  iflues. 

Provided  always,  that  in  cafe  the  profecu- 
tors  or  plaintiffs,  or  defendants,  their  attornies 
or  agents,  Ihall  neglecl  or  refufe  to  attend  the 
officer  at  the  time  fixed  for  ftriking  the  names  of 
twenty-four  perfons  as  aforefaid,  or  nominate  the 
perfons  to  be  ftruck  out ;  then,  and  in  fuch  cafe, 
the  faid  officer  fhall,  and  he  is  hereby  required 
to  jflrike  out  the  names  of  fuch  number  of  the 
faid  perfons  as  fuch  profecutors  or  plaintiffs,  or 
defendants,  might  have  nominated  to  be  ftruck 
out. 

And  be  it  further  enaded,  that  the  perfon  or 
party  who  fhall  apply  for  fuch  fpecial  jury  as 
aforefaid,  fhall  not  only  bear  and  pay  the  fees  for 
flriking  fuch  jury,  but  ihall  alfo  pay  and  difcharge 
all  the  expences  occalioned  by  the  trial  of  the 
caufe  by  fuch  fpecial  jury,  and  fhall  not  have  any 
further  or  other  allowance  for  the  fame,  upon 
taxation  of  cofls,  than  fuch  perfon  or  party  would 
be  entitled  unto,  in  cafe  the  caufe  had  been 
tried  by  a  common  jury,  unlefs  the  judge,  before 
whom  the  caufe  is  tried,  fhall,  immediately  after 
the  trial,  certify,  in  open  court,  under  his  hand, 
upon  the  back  of  the  record,  that  the  fame  was 
a,  caufe  proper  to  be  tried  by  a  fpecial  jury. 

And 
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And  be  it  further  ena<Slcd  by  the  authority 
aforefaid,  that  in  all  actions  brought  in  any  oF 
the  faid  courts,  where  it  fhall  appear  to  the  court 
in  which  fuch  aftions  are  depending,  that  it  will 
be  proper  and  neceflary  that  the  jurors  who  are 
to  try  the  iflues  in  any  fuch  actions,  fliould  have 
the  view  of  the  inefiuages,  lands  or  place  in  quef- 
tion,  in  order  to  their  better  underftanding  the 
evidence  that  will  be  given  upon  the  trial  of 
fuch  ilfues,  in  every  fuch  cafe  the  refpedive 
courts  in  which  fuch  actions  fhall  be  depending 
may  order  the  jury  to  the  place  in  queilion,  who 
then  and  there  ihall  have  the  matters  in  queilion 
fhewn  them  by  two  perfons  to  be  appointed  by 
,the  court :  and  the  fpecial  cofts  of  all  fuch  views 
as  allovv^ed  by  the  court,  fhall,  before  the  trial,  be 
paid  by  the  party  who  moved  for  the  view,  (the 
adverfe  party  not  confenting  thereto  ;)  and  fliall, 
at  the  taxation  of  the  bill  of  cofts,  have  the 
fame  allowed  him,  upon  his  recovering  judg- 
ment in  fuch  trial ;  and  upon  all  views  with  the 
confent  of  parties,  ordered  by  the  court,  Ihall,  be- 
fore trial,  be  equally  paid  by  the  faid  parties  ;  and 
in  the  taxation  of  the  bill  of  cofts,  the  party  reco- 
vering judgment  fhall  have  the  fum  by  him  paid 
allowed  to  him  j  any  lav/,  ufage  or  cuftom,  to  the 
contrary  notwithftanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforefaid,  that  if  any  action  fhall  be  brought 
againft  any  ftieriff,  for  what  he  fliall  do  in  execu- 
tion,  or  by  virtue,   of  this  aCl,  he  may  plead  the 

general 
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general  iffue,  and  give  the  fpecial  matter  in  evi- 
dence ;  and  if  a  verdid  lliall  be  found  for  him, 
he  fhall  recover  treble  cofls. 


NOTE      III.       Page     i5. 

An  a6l  for  the  impartial  adminijiration  of  jufiice  in 

the  cafes  of  perfons  quejiioned  for  any  ads  done 

by  them  in  the  execution  of  the  law,  or  for  the 

fupprejjton  of  riots  and  tumults,  in  the  promnce 

of  the  Maffachufetts-Bay,  in  Nsw-England. 

WHEREAS  in  his  majefty's  province  of 
MalTachufetts-Bay,  in  New-England,  an 
attempt  hath  lately  been  made  to  throw  off  the  au- 
thority of  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain  over  the 
faid  province,  and  an  adual  and  avowed  refiftance, 
by  open  force,  to  the  execution  of  certain  a6ts  of 
parliament,  hath  been  fuffered  to  take  place,  un- 
controled  and  unpunifhed,  in  defiance  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  authority,  and  to  the  utter  fubverfion  of  all 
lawful  government :  and  whereas,  in  the  prefent 
difordered  ftate  of  the  faid  province,  it  is  of  the 
utmoft  importance  to  the  general  welfare  thereof, 
and  to  the  re-eflablifhment  of  lawful  authority 
throughout  the  fame,  that  neither  the  magiflrates 
acting  in  fupport  of  the  laws,  nor  any  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  fubjeds  aiding  and  affifting  them  therein, 
or  in  the  fuppreffion  of  riots  and  tumults,  raifed 
in  oppofition  to  the  execution  of  the  laws  and 
ftatutes  of  this  realm,  fhould  be  difcouraged  from 
F  f  the 
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the  proper  difcharge  of  their  duty,  by  an  appre- 
henfion,  that  in  cafe  of  their  being  queflioned  for 
any  acts  done  therein,  they  may  be  liable  to  be 
brought  to  trial  for  the  fame  before  perfons  who 
do  not  acknov/ledge  the  validity  of  the  laws,  in 
the  execution  whereof,  or  the  authority  of  the 
magiftrate  in  the  fupport  of  whom,  fuch  a6ls  had 
been  done  :  in  order  therefore  to  remove  every 
fuch  difcouragement  from  the  minds  of  his  ma- 
jefly's  fubje6ls,  and  to  induce  them,  upon  all  pro- 
per occauons,  to  exert  themfelves  in  fupport  of 
the  publick  peace  of  the  province,  and  of  the 
authority  of  the  King  and  parliament  of  Great- 
Britain  over  the  fame  ;  Be  it  enacled  by  the 
King's  mod  excellent  majefty,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  content  of  the  lords  fpiritual  and  tem- 
poral, and  commons,  in  this  prefent  parliament 
aifembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame,  that 
if  any  inquifition  or  indi£lment  fhall  be  found,  or 
if  any  appeal  fliall  be  fued  or  preferred  againfl 
any  perfon,  for  murder  or  other  capital  offence, 
in  the  province  of  the  Maffachufetts-Bay,  and  it 
(hall  appear,  by  information  given  upon  oath  to 
the  governor,  or  in  his  abfence,  to  the  lieutenant- 
governor  of  the  faid  province,  that  the  facl  was 
committed  by  the  perfon  againft  whom  fuch  in- 
quifition or  indictment  fliall  be  found,  or  againft 
whom  fuch  appeal  fliall  be  fued  or  preferred,  as 
aforefaid,  either  in  the  execution  of  his  duty  as  a 
magi Pc rate,  for  the  fuppreffion  of  riots,  or  in  the 
fupport  of  the  laws  of  the  revenue,  or  in  adling 
in  his  duty  as  an  officer  of  revenue,  or  in  acting 

under 
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tmder  the  dire£lioii  and  order  of  any  magiftrate 
for  the  fuppreflion  of  riots,   or  for  carrying  into 
cfFed  the  laws  of  revenue,  or  in  aiding  and  aifift- 
ing  in  any  of  the  cafes  aforefaid  ;  and  if  it  fhall 
alfo  appear,  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  faid   gover- 
nor,  or  lieutenant-governor  refpedively,  that  an 
indifferent  trial  cannot  be  had  within   the   laid 
province,  in  that  cafe,  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  the  governor,   or  lieutenant-governor,   to  di- 
redt,  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  council, 
that  the  inquiiition,  indiftment,  or  appeal,  fliall 
be  tried  in  fome  other  of  his    majefly's   colonies, 
or  in  Great-Britain  ;  and  for  that  purpofe,  to  or- 
der the  perfon  againfl  whom  fuch   inquifitlon  or 
indittment  fhall  be  found,   or  againfl  whom   fuch 
appeal  fhall  be  fued  or  preferred,  as  aforefaid,   to 
be  fent,  under  fufficient  cuflody,   to  the  place  ap- 
pointed for  his  trial,  or  to  admit  fuch  perfon  to 
bail,  taking  a  recognizance,  (which  the  faid  go- 
vernor,  or,  in  his  abfence,  the  lieutenant-gover- 
nor,   is   hereby   authorized   to   take)    from  fuch 
perfon,  vsrith  fufficient  fureties,  to  be  approved  of 
by  the  faid  governor,  or,  in  his  abfence,  the  lieu- 
tenant-governor,  in  fuch  fums  of  money  as   the 
faid  governor,  or,  in  his  abfence,   the  lieutenant- 
governor,  fhall  deem  reafonable,  for  the  perfonal 
appearance  of  fuch  perfon,  if  the  trial  fliail  be  ap- 
pointed to  be  had  in  any  other  colony,  before  the 
governor,  or  lieutenant-governor,   or  commander 
m  chief  of  fuch  colony  ;    and  if  the  trial  ihall  be 
appointed  to  be  had  in  Great-Britain,  then  before 
his  majefly's  court  of  king's  bench,  at  a  time  to 

be 
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be  mentioned  in  fuch  recognizances ;  and  the 
governor,  or  lieutenant-governor,  or  commander 
in  chief  of  the  colony  where  fuch  trial  fliall  be 
appointed  to  be  had,  or  court  of  king's  bench, 
where  the  trial  is  appointed  to  be  had  in  Great- 
Britain,  upon  the  appearance  of  fuch  perfon,  ac- 
cording to  fuch  recognizance,  or  in  cuftody,  Ihall 
either  commit  fuch  perfon,  or  admit  him  to  bail, 
until  fuch  trial ;  and  which  the  faid  governor,  or 
lieutenant-governor,  or  commander  in  chief,  and 
court  pf  king's  bench,  are  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered  to  do. 

•1  And,  to  prevent  a  failure  of  juftice,  from  the 
want  of  evidence  on  the  trial  of  any  fuch  .inqui- 
fition,  indictment  or  appeal,  be  it  further  enabled, 
that  the  governor,  or,  in  his  abfence,  the  lieute- 
nant-governor, fhall,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized 
and  required  to  bind  in  recognizances  to  his 
majefty  all  fuch  witneffes  as  the  profecutor  or  per- 
fon againfl  whom  fuch  inquifition  or  indictment 
Ihali  be  found,  or  appeal  fucd  or  preferred,  (Iiall 
defire  to  attend  the  trial  of  the  faid  inquifition, 
indictment  or  appeal,  for  their  perfonal  appear- 
ance, at  the  time  and  place  of  fuch  trial,  to  give 
evidence  :  and  the  faid  governor,  or,  in  his  ab- 
fence, the  lieutenant-governor,  fhall  thereupon 
appoint  a  reafonable  fum  to  be  allowed  for  the 
expences  of  every  fuch  witnefs,  and  thereupon 
give  to  each  witnefs  a  certificate,  in  writing, 
under  his  hand  and  feal,  that  fuch  witnefs  has 
entered  into   a  recognizance  to    give   evidence, 

and 
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and  fpecifying  the  fum  allowed  for  his  cxpences, 
and  the  colledor  and  colleftors  of  the  cuftoms, 
or  one  of  them,  within  the  faid  province,  upon 
the  dehvery  of  fuch  certificate,  are  and  is  hereby 
authorized  and  required,  forthwith  to  pay  to  fuch 
witnefs  the  fum  fpecified  therein  for  his  expences. 

And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority 
aforefaid,  that  all  profecutors  and  witnefles,  who 
fliall  be  under  recognizances  to  appear  in  any  of 
his  majefty's  colonies  in  America,  or  Great-Bri- 
tain, in  purfuance  of  this  afl:,  fhall  be  free  from 
all  arreftg  and  reftraints,  in  any  action  or  fuit  to 
be  commenced  againll  them  during  their  going 
to  fuch  colony,  or  coming  to  Great-Britain,  and 
their  neceifary  ftay  and  abiding  there,  on  occa- 
fion  of  fuch  profecution,  and  returning  again  to 
the  faid  province  of  the  Maifachufetts-Bay. 

And  be  it  further  enafled  by  the  authority 
aforefaid,  that  all  and  every  his  majefty's  jufiices 
of  the  peace,  and  other  jufticcs  and  coroners,  be- 
fore whom  any  perfon  fliall  be  brought,  charged, 
with  murder,  or  other  capital  crime,  where  it 
fhall  appear  by  proof,  on  oath,  to  fuch  juftices  or 
coroners,  that  the  faft  was  committed  by  fuch 
perfon  either  in  the  execution  of  his  duty  as  a 
magiflrate,  for  the  fuppreflion  of  riots,  or  in  the 
fupport  of  the  laws  of  revenue,  or  in  acting  in 
his  duty  as  an  officer  of  revenue,  or  in  afting  un- 
der the  direction  and  order  of  any  magiftrate,  for 
the  fuppreflion  of  riots,  or  for  the  carrying  into 
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effecl  the  laws  of  revenue,  or  in  aiding  and  aflifl- 
ing  in  any  of  the  cafes  aforefaid,  are  hereby  au- 
thorized and  required  to  admit  every  fuch  perfon 
fo  brought  before  him  or  them,  as  aforefaid,  to 
bail;  any  law,  cuftom  or  ufage,  to  the  contrary 
thereof  in  any  wife  notwithftanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacled  by  the  authority 
aforefaid,  that  where  it  fliall  be  made  appear  to 
the  judges  or  juftices  of  any  court,  within  the 
faid  province  of  Maflachufetts-Bay,  by  any  perfon, 
againfl  whom  any  inquifition  or  indidtment  (hall 
be  found,  or  appeal  fued  or  preferred  for  murder, 
or  other  capital  crime,  that  the  fact  was  commit; 
ted  by  fuch  perfon,  either  in  the  execution  of  his 
duty  as  a  magiftrate,  for  the  fuppreflion  of  riots, 
or  in  the  fupport  of  the  laws  of  revenue,  or  in 
acling  in  his  duty  as  an  officer  of  revenues,  or  in 
acting  under  the  direction  and  order  of  any  ma- 
giftrate, for  the  fuppreffion  of  riots,  or  for  the 
carrying  into  efFe6t  the  laws  of  revenue,  or  aid- 
ing and  aflifting  in  any  of  the  cafes  aforefaid, 
and  that  he  intends  to  make  application  to  the 
governor,  or  lieut'enant-governor  of  the  faid  pro- 
vince, that  fuch  inquifition,  indi6lment  or  appeal, 
may  be  tried  in  feme  other  of  his  majefty's  colo- 
nies, or  in  Great-Britain,  the  faid  judges  or  juftices 
are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  adjourn  or 
poftone  the  trial  of  fuch  inquifition,  indictment 
or  appeal,  for  a  reafonable  time,  and  admit  the 
perfon  to  bail,  in  order  that  he  may  make  appli- 
cation to  the  governor,  or  lieutenant-governor, 
for  the  purpofe  aforefaid.  And 
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And  be  it  further  enaded,  that  the  governor, 
or,  in  his  abfence,  the  heutenant-governor,  if 
he  Ihall  dired  the  trial  to  be  had  in  any  other  of 
his  majefty's  colonies,  fhall  tranfmit  the  inquifiti- 
on,  indidraent  or  appeal,  together  with  the  re- 
cognizances of  the  witneiTes,  and  other  recogni- 
zances, under  rhe  feai  of  the  province,  to  the 
governor,  or  lieutenant-governor,  or  commander 
in  chief  of  fuch  other  colony,  who  fliall  immedi- 
ately ilTue  a  commiffion  of  oyer  and  terminer, 
and  deliver,  or  caufe  to  be  delivered,  the  faid  in- 
quifition,  indiftment  or  appeal,  with  the  faid 
recognizances,  to  the  chief-juftice,  and  fuch  other 
perfons  as  have  ufually  been  commiffioners  of  oyer 
and  terminer,  juflices  of  affize,  or  general  gaol- 
delivery  there  ;  who  fhall  have  power  to  proceed 
■upon  the  faid  inquifition,  indidment  or  appeal, 
as  if  the  fame  had  been  returned,  found,  or  pre- 
ferred before  them ;  and  the  trial  Ihall  thereupon 
proceed  in  like  manner,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
pofes,  as  if  the  oifence  had  been  committed  in 
fuch  place :  and  in  cafe  the  governor,  or,  in  his 
abfence,  the  lieutenant-governor,  ihall  dire£t  the 
trial  to  be  had  in  Great-Britain,  he  fliall  then 
tranfmit  the  inquifition,  indiftment  or  appeal,  to- 
gether with  the  recognizances  of  the  witnelfes, 
and  other  recognizances,  under  the  feal  of  the 
province,  to  one  of  his  majefly's  principal  fecre- 
taries  of  ftate,  who  fliall  deliver,  or  caufe  to  be 
delivered,  the  fame,  to  the  maflier  of  the  crovv'n- 
office,  to  be  filed  of  record  in  the  court  of  kins's- 
bench,  and  the  inquifition,  indidment  or  appeal,, 
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fliall  be  tried  and  proceeded  upon,  in  the  next 
term,  or  at  fuch  other  time  as  the  court  fhall  ap- 
point, at  the  bar  of  the  xourt  of  king*s-bench,  in 
the  hke  manner,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  as 
if  the  offence  had  been  committed  in  the  county 
of  Middleiex,  or  in  any  other  county  of  that  part 
of  Great-Britain,  called  England,  where  the  court 
of  king's-bench  fiiail  fit,  or  elfe  before  fuch 
commlflioners,  and  in  fuch  county,  in  that  part 
of  Great-Britain,  called  England,  as  fliall  be 
afTigned  by  the  King's  majefty's  commiffion,  in 
like  manner  and  form,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes, 
as  if  fuch  offence  had  been  committed  in  the 
fame  county  where  fuch  inquifition,  indi(^ment 
or  appeal,  fhall  be  fo  tried. 

And  be  it  enafted  by  the  authority  aforefaid, 
that  in  cafe,  on  account  of  any  error  or  defeat 
in  any  indidment,  which,  in  virtue  or  under  the 
authority  of  this  aft,  fliall  be  tranfmitted  to  any 
other  colony,  or  to  Great-Britain,  the  fame  fhall 
be  quaflied,  or  judgment  thereon  arrefted,  or 
fuch  indiftment  adjudged  bad  upon  demurrer,  it 
fliall  and  may  be  lawful  to  prefer  a  new  indict- 
ment or  indictments  againft  a  perfon  or  perfons 
accufed  in  the  faid  colony,  to  which  fuch  indift- 
ment,  fo  quafhed  or  adjudged  bad,  fliall  have 
been  tranfmitted,  or  before  the  grand-jury  of 
any  county  in  Great-Britain,  in  cafe  fuch  former 
indictment  fliall  have  been  tranfmitted  to  Great- 
Britain,  in  the  fame  manner  as  could  be  done  in 
cafe  the  party  accufed  (hould  return  to  the  place 

where 


(    '^ZZ    ) 

where  the  offence  was  committed  ;  and  the  grand- 
jury  and  petit-jury  of  fuch  other  colony  or  coun- 
ty in  Great-Britain  fhall  have  power  to  find  and 
proceed  upon  fuch  indidment  or  indictments,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  if  the  offence,  by  fuch  in- 
didment  or  indidments  charged,  had  been  com- 
mitted within  the  Hmits  of  the  colony  or  county 
for  which  fuch  juries  lliall  refpeftively  be  impan- 
nelled  to  ferve. 

And  be  it  further  enaded  by  the  authority 
aforefaid,  that  this  ad,  and  every  claufe,  provifi- 
on,  regulation,  matter  and  thing,  herein  contain- 
ed, fhall  commence  and  take  effed  upon  the  firft 
day  of  June,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
feventy-four ;  and  be  and  continue  in  force,  for 
and  during  the  term  of  three  years. 


NOTE      IV.      Page     i^, 

Friday,  Oftober  14,  1774. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment, 
and  refuming  the  confideration  of  the  fubjed 
under  debate — made  the  following  declaration 
and  refolves : 

WHEREAS,   fmce  the  clofe  of  the  laft 
war,   the  Britifli  parliament   claiming  a 
power,  of  right,  to  bind  the  people  of  America 
by  flatutes,  in  all  cafes  whatfoever,  hath  in  fome 
G  g  ads 
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a6ts  exprefsly  impofed  taxes  on  them,  and  in 
others,  under  various  pretences,  but  in  faft  for 
the  purpofe  of  raifing  a  revenue,  hath  impofed 
rates  and  duties  payable  in  thefe  colonies,  efla- 
bliflied  a  board  of  commiffioners  with  unconfti- 
tutional  powers,  and  extended  the  jurifdidtion  of 
courts  of  admiralty,  not  only  for  colledling  the 
faid  duties,  but  for  the  trial  of  eaufes  merely  arif- 
ing  within  the  body  of  a  county. ' 

And  whereas,  in  confequence  of  other  ftatutes, 
judges,  who  before  held  only  eftates  at  will  in 
their  offices,  have  been  made  dependant  on  the 
crown  alone  for  their  falaries,  and  (landing  ar- 
mies kept,  in  times  of  peace  :  and  whereas  it 
has  lately  been  refolved  in  parliament,  that  by 
force  of  a  (latute,  made  in  the  thirty-fifth  year 
of  the  reign  of  King  Henry  the  eighth,  colonifts 
may  be  tranfported  to  England  and  tried  there 
upon  accufations  for  treafons  and  mifprifions,  or 
concealments  of  treafons  committed  in  the  colo- 
nies ;  and,  by  a  late  flatut-e,  fuch  trials  have  been 
direfted  in  cafes  therein  mentioned. 

And  whereas  in  the  laft  feffion  of  parliament, 
three  ftatutes  were  made  ;  one  entitled,  '  An  aft 
'  to  difcontinue  in  fuch  manner,  and  for  fuch 
'  time  as  are  therein  mentioned,  the  landing  and 

*  difcbarging,  lading  or  {hipping  of  goods,  wares 

*  and  merchandize,  at  the  town,  and  within  the 

*  harbour  of  Bofton,  in  the  province  of  Maflachu- 

*  letts-Bay,  in  North-America  :'  another  entitled, 

'  An 


^  An  a6:  for  the  better  regulating  the  government 

*  of  the  province  of   the   Maflachufetts-Bay,   in 

*  New-England  :'  and  another  entitled,  *  An  ad 
'  for  the  impartial  adminiflration  of  juftice,  in 
*'the  cafes  of  perfons  queftioned  for  any  acl  done 
'  by  them  in  the  execution  of  the  law,  or  for  the 

*  fuppreflion  bf  riots  and  tumults,  in  the  province 
'  of  the  Maflachufetts-Bay,  in  JSIew-England  :' 
and  another  ftatute  was  then  raade,  '  for  makins; 
'  more  effeftual  provifion  for  the  government  of 
'  the  province  of  Quebec,'  &c.  All  which  11a- 
tutes  are  impolitick,  unjufb  and  cruel,  as  well  as 
unconftitutional,  and  mofl"  dangerous  and  de- 
ftrudive  of  American  rights. 

And  whereas  aflemblies  have  been  frequently 
diflblved,  contrary  to  the  rights  of  the  people, 
when  they  attempted  to  deliberate  on  grievances  ; 
and  their  dutiful,  humble,  loyal  and  reafonable 
petitions  to  the  crown  for  redrefs,  have  been  re- 
peatedly treated  with  contempt  by  his  majefty's 
minifters  of  ftate. 

The  good  people  of  the  feveral  colonies  of 
New-Hampfhire,  Maflachufetts-Bay,  Rhode-Ifland 
and  Providence  Plantations,  Conneclicut,  Nevv^- 
York,  New-jerfey,  Pennfylvania,New-Cafl:le,Kent 
and  SuiTex  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
North-Carolina  and  South-Carolina,  juftly  alarm- 
ed at  thefe  arbitrary  proceedings  of  parliament 
and  adminifl:ration,  have  feverally  eleded,  conili- 
tuted  and  appointed  deputies  to  meet  and  fit  in 
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general  Congrefs  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in 
order  to  obtain  fuch.  eftabhlhment,  as  that  their 
religion,  laws  and  liberties,  may  not  be  fubverted  ; 
whereupon  the  deputies  fo  appointed,  being  novf 
affembled,  in  a  full  and  free  reprefentation  of 
thefe  colonies,  taking  into  their  moft  ferious 
confideration  the  bed  means  of  attaining  the 
ends  aforefaid,  do,  in  the  firft  place,  as  Englilh-i 
men,  their  anceflors,  in  like  cafes  have  ufually 
done,  for  aiferting  and  vindicating  their  rights 
and  liberties,   declare. 

That  the  inhabitants  of  the  Englifli  colonies 
in  North-America,  by  the  immutable  laws  of 
nature,  the  principles  of  the  Englifh  conftitution, 
and  the  feveral  charters  or  compads,  have  the 
following  rights : 

Resolved,  nem.  con.  i.  That  they  are  en- 
titled to  life,  liberty  and  property  :  and  they  have 
never  ceded  to  any  fovereign  power  whatever,  a 
right  to  difpofe  of  either  without  their  confent. 

Resolved,  nem.  con.  2.  That  our  anceflors, 
who  firfl  fettled  thefe  colonies,  were  at  the  time 
of  their  emigration  from  the  mother-country,  en- 
titled to  all  the  rights,  liberties,  and  immunities 
of  free  and  natural-born  fubje£ls,  within  the 
realm  of  England. 

Resolved,  nem.  con.  3.  That  by  fuch  emi- 
gration they  by  no  means  forfeited,  furrendered, 

or 


or  loft  any  of  thofe  rights,  but  that  they  were, 
and  their  defcendants  now  are,  entitled  to  the 
exercife  and  enjoyment  of  all  fuch  of  them,  as 
their  local  and  other  circumftances  enable  them 
to  exercife  and  enjoy.  'ij^ 

Resolved,  4.  That  the  foundation  of  Efi'g> 
Hfli  liberty,  and  of  all  free  government,  is  a  right 
ip  the  people  to  participate  in  their  legiflative- 
council :  and  as  the  Englifti  colonics  are  not  re- 
prefented,  and  from  their  local  and  other  circum- 
ftances cannot  properly  be  reprefented  in  the 
Britifti  parliament,  they  are  entitled  to  a  free  and 
excluiive  power  of  legiflation  in  their  feveral 
provincial  legiflatures,  where  their  right  of  re- 
prefentation  can  alone  be  preferved,  in  all  cafes 
of  taxation  and  internal  polity,  fubjeft  only  to 
the  negative  of  their  fovereign,  in  fuch  manner 
as  has  been  heretofore  ufed  and  accuftomed  : 
but,  from  the  neceffity  of  the  cafe,  and  a  regard 
to  the  mutual  interefts  of  both  countries,  we 
cheerfully  confent  to  the  operation  of  fuch  afts 
of  the  Britifh  parliament,  as  are  bona  fide,  re- 
ftrained  to  the  regulation  of  our  external  com- 
merce, for  the  purpofe  of  fecuring  the  commer- 
cial advantages  of  the  whole  empire  to  the  mo- 
ther-country, and  the  commercial  benefits  of  its 
refpeftive  members,  excluding  every  idea  of  taxa- 
tion internal  or  external,  for  raifing  a  revenue 
on  the  fubjeds  in  America  without  their  confent. 

.  Resolved,  nem.  con.  5.  That  the  refpedive 
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colonies  are  entitled  to  the  common  law  of  Eng- 
land, and  more  efpecially  to  the  great  and  incfti- 
mable  privilege  of  being  tried  by  their  peers  of 
the  vicinage,  according  to  the  courfe  of  that 
law. 

Resolved,  6.  That  they  are  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  fuch  of  the  Englifh  ftatutes,  as  exifted 
at  the  time  of  their  colonization  ;  and  which  they 
have,  by  experience,  refpe6lively  found  to  be 
applicable  to  their  feveral  local  and  other  circum- 
ftances. 

Resolved,  nem.  con.  7.  That  thefe,  his  Ma- 
jefty's,  colonies  are  likewife  entitled  to  all  the 
immunities  and  privileges  granted  and  confirmed 
to  them  by  royal  charters,  or  fecured  by  their 
feveral  codes  of  provincial  laws. 

Resolved,  nem.  con.  8.  That  they  have  a 
right  peaceably  to  alTemble,  confider  of  their 
grievances,  and  petition  the  King ;  and  that  all 
profecutions,  prohibitory  proclamations,  and  com- 
mitments for  the  fame,  are  illegal. 

Resolves,  nem.  con.  9.  That  the  keeping  a 
Handing  army  in  thefe  colonies,  in  times  of  peace, 
without  the  confent  of  the  legiflature  of  that 
colony  in  which  fuch  army  is  kept,  is  againfl 
law. 

Resolved,  nem.  com.   10.  It  is  indifpenfibly 
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neceffary  to  good  government,  and  rendered  ef-. 
fcntial  by  the  Englifh  conflltution,  that  the  con- 
flituent  branches  of  the  legiflature  be  independent 
of  each  other ;  that,  therefore,  the  exercife  of 
leglflative  power  in  feveral  colonies,  by  a  council 
appointed,  during  pleafure,  by  the  crown,  is  un- 
conilitutional,  dangerous,  and  deftrudive  to  the 
freedom  of  American  legiflation. 

All  and  each  of  which  the  aforefaid  deputies, 
in  behalf  of  themfeives,  and  their  conflituents, 
do  claim,  demand  and  infift  on,  as  their  indu- 
bitable rights  and  liberties  ;  which  cannot  be 
legally  taken  from  them,  altered  or  abridged  by 
any  power  whatever,  without  tiieir  own  con- 
fent,  by  their  reprefentatives  in  their  feveral 
provincial  legiflatures. 

In  the  courfe  of  our  inquiry,  we  find  many 
infringements  and  violations  of  the  foregoing 
rights ;  which,  from  an  ardent  defire  that  har- 
mony and  mutual  intercourfe  of  affedion  and 
intereft  may  be  reftored,  we  pafs  over  for  the 
prefent,  and  proceed  to  ftate  fuch  ads  and 
meafures  as  have  been  adopted  fince  the  laft  war, 
which  demonllrate  a  fyftem  formed  to  enllave 
America. 

Resolved,  ncm.  con.  That  the  following- 
ads  of  parliament  are  infringements  and  viola- 
tions of  the  rights  of  the  colonifls  ;  and  that  the 
repeal  of  them  is  effentially  neceffary,  in  order 

to 
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to  reftore  harmony  between  Great-Britain  and 
the  American  colonies,  viz. 

The  feveral  a£ls  of  4  Geo.  III.  ch.  15.  and 
ch.  34. — 5  Geo.  III.  ch.  25. — 6  Geo.  III.  ch. 
52. — 7  Geo.  III.  ch.  41.  and  ch.  46. — 8  Geo. 
III.  ch.  22.  which  impofe  duties  for  the  purpofe 
of  raifmg  a  revenue  in  America,  extend  the 
power  of  the  admiralty-courts  beyond  their  an- 
cient limits,  deprive  the  American  fubjedt  of 
trial  by  jury,  authorize  the  judges  certificate  to 
indemnify  the  profecutor  from  damages,  that 
he  might  otherwife  be  liable  to,  requiring  op- 
preffive  fecurity  from  a  claimant  of  fhips  and 
goods  feized,  before  he  fhall  be  allowed  to  defend 
his  property,  and  are  fubverfive  of  American 
rights. 

Also  12  Geo.  III.  ch.  24.  entitled,  *  An  ad 
'  for  the  better  fecuring  his  majefty's  dock-yards, 
'  magazines,  fhips,  ammunition  and  flores,'  which 
declares  a  new  offence  in  America,  and  deprives 
the  American  fubjecl  of  a  conftitutional  trial  by 
jury  of  the  vicinage,  by  authorizing  the  trial  of 
any  perfon  charged  with  the  committing  any  of- 
fence defcribed  in  the  faid  acl  out  of  the  realm, 
to  be  indicted  and  tried  for  the  fame  in  any  (hire 
or  county  within  the  realm. 

Also  the  three  acls  paffed  in  the  laft  feffion 
of  parliament,  for  Hopping  the  port  and  blocking 
up  the  harbour  of  Bofton,  for  altering  the  charter 

and 
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and  government  of  MalTachufetts-Bay,  and  that 
which  is  entitled,  '  An  ad  for  the  better  admi- 
*  niftration  of  juflice/  kc. 

Also  the  ad  palTed  in  the  fame  felTion  for 
efiabhiliing  the  Roman  Catholick  religion  in  the 
province  of  Quebec,  abolifliing  the  equitable 
fyftem  of  Engliih  laws,  and  ereQing  a  tyranny- 
there,  to  the  great  danger,  (from  [o  total  a  dif- 
limilarity  of  religion,  law  and  government)  of 
the  neighbouring  Britifh  colonies,  by  the  affi fi- 
ance of  whofe  blood  and  treafure  the  faid  country 
was  conquered  from  France. 

Also  the  a£l  pafled  in  the  fame  feffion  for  the 
better  providing  fuitable  quarters  for  officers  and 
foldiers  in  his  majefty's  fervice  in  North-America. 

Also,  that  the  keeping  a  ftanding  army  in  fe- 
veral  of  thefe  colonies,  in  time  of  peace,  v/ithout 
the  confent  of  the  Icgiflature  of  that  colony  in 
which  fuch  army  is  kept,  is  againft  law. 

To  thefe  grievous  a£ts  and  meafures  Am^erl- 
cans  cannot  fubmit,  but  in  hopes  their  fellow- 
fubjecls  in  Great- Britain  will,  on  a  revifion  of 
them,  reflore  us  to  that  flate,  in  which  both 
countries  found  happlnefs  and  profperity,  we 
have  for  the  prefent  only  rcfolved  to  purfue  the 
following  peaceable  meafures  :  i.  To  €nter  into 
a  non-importation,  non-confumption,  and  non- 
exportation  agreement  or  alfociation.  2.  To 
H  h  prepare 
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prepare  an  addrefs  to  the  people  of  Great-Britain, 
and  a  memorial  to  the  inhabitants  of  Britifh 
America.  And,  3.  To  prepare  a  loyal  addrefs  to 
his  majefty  j  agreeable  to  refolutions  already 
entered  into. 


NOTE       V.      Page     23. 

To  the  king's  moft  excellent  Majesty. 

Most  gracious  Sovereign, 

E,  your  majefly*s  faithful  fubjeds  of  the 
colonies  of  New-Hampfliire,  Maifachu- 
fetts-Bay,  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantati- 
ons, Connecticut,  New- York,  New-Jerfey,  Penn- 
fylvania,  the  counties  of  New-Caftle,  Kent  and 
Suffex  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North- 
Carolina  and  South-Carolina,  in  behalf  of  our- 
felves  and  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies,  who 
have  deputed  us  to  reprefent  them  in  general 
Congrefs,  by  this  our  humble  petition,  beg  leave 
to  lay  our  grievances  before  the  throne. 

A  STANDING  army  has  been  kept  in  thefe  co- 
lonies ever  fmce  the  conclufion  of  the  late  war, 
without  the  confent  of  our  affemblies  ;  and  this 
army,  with  a  confiderable  naval  armament,  has 
been  employed  to  enforce  the  colledion  of  taxes. 

The  authority  of  the  commander  in  chief,  and 
tinder  him  of  the  brigadiers-general  has,  in  time 

of 
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tDf  peace,  been  rendered  fupreme  in  all  the  civii 
governments  in  America. 

The  commander  in  chief  of  all  your  raaje- 
fty's  forces  in  North- America  has,  in  time  of 
peace,  been  appointed  governor  of  a  colony. 

The  charges  of  ufual  offices  have  been  greatly 
increafed ;  and  nevi^,  cxpenfive  and  oppreffive 
■offices  have  been  multiplied. 

The  judges  of  admiralty  and  vice-admiralty- 
courts  are  empowered  to  receive  their  falaries 
and  fees  from  the  effects  condemned  by  them- 
felves. 

The  officers  of  the  cuftoms  are  empowered 
to  break  open  and  enter  houfes  without  the  au- 
thority of  any  civii  magiftrate  founded  on  legal 
information. 

The  judges  of  courts  of  common  law  have 
been  made  entirely  dependant  on  one  part  of 
the  legiflature  for  their  falaries,  as  well  as  for  the 
duration  of  their  commiffions. 

Counsellors  holding  their  commiffions  dur- 
ing pleafure  exercife  legiflative  authority. 

Humble  and  reafonable  petitions  from  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  people  have  been  fruitlefs. 

The 
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The  agents  of  the  people  have  been  dlfcoun- 
tenanced,  and  governors  have  been  m{lru<2:ed  to 
prevent  the  payment  of  their  falaries. 

Assemblies  have  been  repeatedly  and  injuri- 
ouily  didolved. 

Commerce  has  been  burdened  with  many 
ufelefs  and  oppreffive  reftrictions. 

By  feveral  acts  of  parliament  made  in  the 
fourth,  fifth,  fixth,  feventh  and  eighth  years  of 
your  majefly's  reign,  duties  are  impofed  on  us, 
for  the  purpofe  of  raifmg  a  revenue  ;  and  the 
powers  of  admiralty  and  vice- admiralty-courts 
are  extended  beyond  their  ancient  limits,  where- 
by our  property  is  taken  from  us  without  our 
confent,  the  trial  by  jury  in  many  civil  cafes  is 
aboliflied,  enormous  forfeitures  are  incurred  for 
flight  offences,  vexatious  informers  are  exempted 
from  paying  damages,  to  which  they  are  juitly 
liable,  and  oppreflive  fecurity  is  required  from 
owners  before  they  are  allowed  to  defend  their 
right. 

Both  houfes  of  parliament  have  refolved,  that 
colonifts  may  be  tried  in  England  for  offences 
alleged  to  have  been  committed  in  America  by 
virtue  of  a  ftatute  paffed  in  the  thirty-fifth  year 
of  Henry  the  eighth  j  and  in  confequence  thereof 
attempts  have  been  made  to  enforce  that  fratuts. 

A  STATUTE 
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A  STATUTE  was  palTed  in  the  twelfth  year  of 
your  majefty*s  reign,  direding,  that  perfons 
charged  with  committing  any  offence  therein 
defcribed,  in  any  place  out  of  the  realm,  may  be 
indi6led  and  tried  for  the  fame,  in  any  (hire  or 
county  within  the  realm,  whereby  inhabitants  of 
thefe  colonies  may,  in  fundry  cafes  by  that  fta- 
tute  made  capital,  be  deprived  of  a  trial  by  their 
peers  of  the  vicinage. 

In  the  lafl;  feflion  of  parliament,  an  act  was 
pafled  for  blocking  up  the  harbour  of  Bofl on  ; 
another  empov/ering  the  governor  of  the  Mafla- 
chufetts-Bay  to  fend  perfons  indi£led  for  murder 
in  that  province  to  another  colony,  or  even  to 
Great-Britain  for  trial,  whereby  fuch  offenders 
may  efcape  legal  punifhment ;  a  third  for  altering 
the  chartered  conftitution  of  government  in  that 
province  ;  and  a  fourth  for  extending  the  limits 
of  Quebec,  abolifhing  the  Englifli  and  reftoring 
the  French  lav/s,  whereby  great  numbers  of  Bri- 
tifh  freemen  are  fubjeded  to  the  latter,  and  efla- 
biifhing  an  abfolute  government  and  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion  throughout  thofe  vafb  regions, 
that  border  on  the  weilerly  and  northerly  bounda- 
ries of'  the  free,  proteflant,  Englifli  fettlements  5 
and  a  fifth  for  the  better  providing  fuitable  quar- 
ters for  officers  and  foldiers  in  his  majefry's  fer- 
vice  in  North-America. 

To  a  fovereign  who  glories  in  the  name  of 
Briton  j   the  bare  recital  of  thefe  acts  muft,  we 

prefumc, 
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prefume,  juftify  the  loyal  fubjeds,  who  fly  to  the 
foot  of  his  throne,  arid  implore  his  clemency  for 
protection  againft  them. 

From  this  deftruclive  fyflem  of  colony-admi- 
niftration,  adopted  fince  the  conclufion  of  the 
laft  war,  have  flowed  thofe  difhrelies,  dangers, 
fears  and  jealoufies,  that  overwhelm  your  maje- 
fly's  dutiful  colonifts  with  affliction  :  and  we  defy 
our  mofl:  fubtle  and  inveterate  enemies  to  trace 
the  unhappy  differences  between  Great-Britain 
and  thefe  colonies,  from  an  earlier  period,  or 
from  other  caufes  than  we  have  afllgned.  Had 
they  proceeded  on  our  part  from  a  refllefs  levity  of 
temper,  unjuil  impulfes  of  ambition,  or  artful  fug- 
geftions  of  feditious  perfons,  we  fliould  merit  the 
opprobrious  terms  frequently  beftowed  upon  us 
by  thofe  we  revere.  But  fo  far  from  promoting 
innovations,  we  have  only  oppofed  them  ;  and 
can  be  charged  with  no  offence,  unlefs  it  be  one 
to  receive  injuries,  and  be  fenfible  of  them. 

Had  our  Creator  been  pleafed  to  give  us  ex- 
iftence  in  a  land  of  flavery,  the  fenfe  of  our  con- 
dition might  hav^e  been  mitigated  by  ignorance 
and  habit.  But  thanks  be  to  his  adorable  good- 
nefs,  we  were  born  the  heirs  of  freedom,  and 
ever  enjoyed  our  right  under  the  aufpices  of  your 
royal  anceftors,  whofe  family  was  feated  on  the 
Britifn  throne,  to  refcue  and  fecure  a  pious  and 
gallant  nation  from  the  popery  and  defpotifm  of 
a  fuperftitious  and  inexorable  tyrant.     Your  ma- 
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jefty,  we  are  confident,  juftly  rejoices,  that  your 
title  to  the  crown  is  thus  founded  on  the  title  of 
your  people  to  hberty  ;  and  therefore  we  doubt 
not  but  your  royal  wifdom  mufl  approve  the  fen- 
fibihty,  that  teaches  your  fubjefts  anxioully  to 
guard  the  bleffing  they  received  from  Divine  Pro- 
vidence, and  thereby  to  prove  the  performance 
of  that  compaft,  which  elevated  the  illuftrious 
houfe  of  Brunfwick  to  the  imperial  dignity  it 
now  poflelTes. 

The  apprehenfion  of  being  degraded  into  a 
ftate  of  fervitude,  from  the  pre-eminent  rank  of 
Englifh  freemen,  while  our  minds  retain  the 
flrongeft  love  of  liberty,  and  clearly  forefee  the 
miferies  preparing  for  us  and  our  poflerity,  ex- 
cites emotions  in  our  breafts,  which  though  we 
cannot  defcribe,  we  fliould  not  wifh  to  conceaL 
Feeling  as  men,  and  thinking  as  fubjefts  in  the 
manner  we  do,  filence  would  be  difloyalty.  By 
giving  this  faithful  information,  we  do  all  in 
our  power  to  promote  the  great  objeds  of  your 
royal  cares,  the  tranquility  of  your  government 
and  the  welfare  of  your  people. 

Duty  to  your  majefty,  and  regard  for  the 
prefervation  of  ourfelves  and  our  poflerity,  .the 
primary  obligations  of  nature  and  fociety,-' -ed&i- 
mand  us  to  entreat  your  royal  attention  ;"  and 
fts  your  majefty  enjoys  the  fignal  diflinftion  of 
reigning  over  freemen,  we  apprehend  the  lan- 
guage of  freemen  cannot  be  difpleafing.     Your 

royal 
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royal  indignation,  we  hope,  will  rather  fall  on 
thofe  defigning  and  dangerous  men,  who  dar- 
ingly interpofing  themfelves  between  your  royal 
perfon  and  your  faithful  fubjects,  and  for  feve- 
ral  years  paft  inceffantly  employed  to  diffolve 
the  bonds  of  fociety,  by  abufmg  your  majefly's 
authority,  mifreprefenting  your  American  fub- 
jecls,  and  profecuting  the  moft  defperate  and  ir- 
ritating projects  of  opprelTion,  have  at  length 
compelled  us,  by  the  force  of  accumulated,  in- 
juries too  fevere  to  be   any  longer  tolerable,  to 

difturb  your  majefty's  repofe  by  our  complaints. 

J' 

Thrse  fentiments  are  extorted  from  hearts, 
that  much  more  wilhngly  would  bleed  in  your 
majefty's  fervice.  Yet  fo  greatly  have  we  been 
mifreprefented,  that  a  neceihty  has  been  alleged 
of  taking  our  property  from  us  without  our  con- 
fent,  '  to  defray  the  charge  of  the  adminiftration 
'  of  juftice,  the  fupport  of  civil  government,  and 
'  the  defence,  protection  and  fecurity,  of  the 
'  colonies.*  But  we  beg  leave  to  affure  your 
fnajefty,  that  fuch  provifion  has  been,  and  will 
be  made  for  defraying  the  two  firil  articles,  as 
has  been  and  ihall  be  judged,  by  the  legiflatures 
of  the  feveral  colonies,  jufl  and  fuitable  to  their 
refpcctive  circumftances :  and  for  the  defence, 
protection  and  fecurity,  of  the  colonies,  their 
militias,  if  properly  regulated,  as  they  earneftly 
defire  may  immediately  be  done,  would  be  fully 
fufficient,  at  leafl:  in  times  of  peace  ;  and  in  cafe 
of  war,  your  faithful  colonijfls  will  be  ready  and, 

witling, 
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willing,  as  they  have  ever  been,  when  conftitu- 
tionally  required,  to  demonftrate  their  loyalty 
to  your  majefty,  by  exerting  their  mod  ftre- 
nuous  efforts  in  granting  fupplies  and  raifmg 
forces.  Yielding  to  no  Britiih  fubjeds  in  affec- 
tionate attachment  to  your  majefly's  perfon, 
family  and  government ;  v/e  too  dearly  prize 
the  privilege  of  exprefiing  that  attachment  by 
thofe  proofs,  that  are  honourable  to  the  prince 
who  receives  them,  and  to  the  people  who  give 
them,  ever  to  refign  it  to  any  body  of  men  upon 
earth. 

Had  we  been  permitted  to  enjoy,  in  quiet, 
the  inheritance  left  us  by  our  forefathers,  we 
fhould,  at  this  time,  have  been  peaceably,  cheer- 
fully and  ufefully  employed  in  recommending 
ourfelves,  by  every  teftimony  of  devotion,  to 
your  majefty,  and  of  veneration  to  the  ftate,  from 
which  we  derive  our  origin.  But  though  now 
expofed  to  unexpefled  and  unnatural  fcenes  of 
diftrefs  by  a  contention  with  that  nation,  in 
whofe  parental  guidance  on  all  important  af- 
fairs we  have  hitherto,  with  filial  reverence,  con- 
ftantly  trufted,  and  therefore  can  derive  no  in- 
ftrudion  in  our  prefent  unhappy  and  perplexing 
circumftances  from  any  former  experience  ;  yet, 
we  doubt  not,  the  purity  of  our  intention,  and 
the  integrity  of  our  conduft,  will  juflify  us  at 
that  grand  tribunal,  before  which  all  mankind 
muft  fubm/it  to  judgment. 

I  i  We 
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We  alk  but  for  peace,  liberty  and  fafety. 
We  wlfh  not  a  diminution  of  the  prerogative, 
nor  do  we  folicit  the  grant  of  any  new  right  iu 
our  favour.  Your  royal  authority  over  us,  and 
our  connefl:ion  with  Great-Britain,  we  fhall  al- 
ways carefully  and  zealoufly  endeavour  to  fupport 
and  maintain. 

Filled  w^ith  fentiments  of  duty  to  your  ma- 
jefty  and  of  affeftion  to  our  parent  ftate,  deeply 
impreffed  by  our  education,  and  ftrongly  con- 
firmed by  our  reafon,  and  anxious  to  evince  the 
fincerity  of  thefe  difpofitions,  we  prefent  this 
petition  only  to  obtain  redrefs  of  grievances, 
and  relief  from  fears  and  jealoufies,  occalioned 
by  the  fyftera  of  ftatutes  and  regulations  adopted 
fmce  the  clofe  of  the  late  war,  for  raifing  a  re- 
venue in  America — extending  the  powers  of 
courts  of  admiralty  and  vice-admiralty — trying 
perfons  in  Great-Britain  for  offences  alleged  to 
be  committed  in  America — affedling  the  pro- 
vince of  Maflachufetts-Bay — and  altering  the  go- 
vernment, and  extending  the  limits,  of  Quebec  ; 
by  the  abolition  of  which  fyftem,  the  harmony 
between  Great-Britain  and  thefe  colonies,  fo  ne- 
celTary  to  the  happinefs  of  both,  and  fo  ardently 
defired  by  the  latter,  and  the  ufual  intercourfes, 
will  be  immediately  reftored.  In  the  magnani- 
mity and  juitice  of  your  majefty  and  parliament 
we  confide  for  a  redrefs  of  our  other  grievances, 
trufting,  that  when  the  caufes  of  our  apprehen- 
fions  are  removed,  our  future  condutl  Vvill  prove 

us 
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Us  not  unworthy  of  the  regard  v/e  have  been  ac- 
cuftomed,  in  our  happier  days,  to  enjoy.  For, 
appeahng  to  that  Being  who  fearches  thoroughly 
the  hearts  of  his  creatures,  we  folemnly  profefs, 
that  our  councils  have  been  influenced  by  no 
other  motive,  than  a  dread  of  impending  deftruc'- 
tion. 

Permit  us  then,  moft  gracious  fovereign,  In 
the  name  of  all  your  faithful  people  in  America, 
with  the  utmoft  humility,  to  implore  you,  for  the 
honour  of  Almighty  God,  whofe  pure  religion 
our  enemies  are  undermining ;  for  your  glory, 
which  can  be  advanced  only  by  rendering  your 
fubje6ts  happy,  and  keeping  them  united ;  for 
the  interefts  of  your  family,  depending  on  an 
adherence  to  the  principles  that  enthroned  it ; 
for  the  fafety  and  welfare  of  your  kingdoms  and 
dominions,  threatened  with  almoft  unavoidable 
dangers  and  diflrelTes — -that  your  majefty,  as  the 
loving  father  of  your  whole  people,  conne6led 
by  the  fame  bonds  of  law,  loyalty,  faith  and 
blood,  though  dwelling  in  various  countries,  will 
not  fuffer  the  tranfcendant  relation  formed  by 
thefe  ties  to  be  farther  violated,  in  uncertain 
expedation  of  effefts,  that,  if  attained,  never  can 
compenfate  for  the  calamities  through  which 
they  mufl:  be  gained. 

We,  therefore,  moft  carneftly  befeech  your 
majefty,  that  your  royal  authority  and  interpo- 

fiticn 
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fition  may  be  ufed  for   our   relief;    and  that   a 
gracious  anfwer  may  be  given  to  this  petition. 

That  your  majefly  may  enjoy  every  felicity 
through  a  long  and  glorious  reign  over  loyal 
and  happy  fubjefts,  and  that  your  defcendants 
may  inherit  your  profperity  and  dominions  till 
time  fhall  be  no  more,  is,  and  always  will  be, 
our  fmcere  and  fervent  prayer. 
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Thursday,  0£lober  20,   1774. 

The  affociation  being  copied,  was   read  and 
fjgned  at  the  table — and  is  as  follows  : 

E,  his  majcdy's  moll:  loyal  fubjeds,  the 
delegates  of  the  feveral  colonies  of  New- 
Hampfhire,  Mafliichufetts-Bay,  Pvhode-Ifland,  Con- 
necticut, New-York,  New-jerfey,  Pennfylvania, 
the  Three  Lower  Counties  of  New-Caftle,  Kent 
and  Suffex  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
North-Carolina  and  South-Carolina,  deputed  to 
reprefent  them  in  a  continental  Congrefs,  held  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  fifth  day  of  Sep- 
tember 1774,  avovv-ing  our  allegiance  to  his  ma- 
jefly, our  afiTeclion  and  regard  for  our  fellow- 
fubjecis  in  Great-Britain  and  clfev/here,  affeded 
wiih  the  deepeft  anxiety,  and  mofl  alarming  ap- 
prehenfions    at    thofe    grievances   and   diftreffes 

with 
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Avith  which  his  majefty's  American  lubjeds  arc 
oppreiTed  ;  and,  having  taken  under  our  mod  fe- 
rious  deliberation  the  flate  of  the  whole  conti- 
nent, find,  that  the  prefent  unhappy  fituation  of 
■  our  affairs  is  occafioned  by  a  ruinous  fyfteni  of 
colony-adminiftration,  adopted  by  the  Britifh  mi- 
niftry  about  the  year  1763,  evidently  calculated 
for  enflaving  thefe  colonies,  and,  with  them,  the 
Britifh  empire.  In  profecution  of  which  fyflem, 
various  adls  of  parliament  have  been  pafled  for 
railing  a  revenue  in  America  ;  for  depriving  the 
American  fubjedls,  in  many  inftances,  of  the 
conftitutional  trial  by  jury  ;  expofing  their  lives 
to  danger,  by  direfting  a  new  and  illegal  trial 
beyond  the  feas,  for  crimes  alleged  to  have  been 
committed  in  America:  and,  in  profecution  of  the 
fame  fyftem,  feveral  late,  cruel,  and  oppreffive 
adls  have  been  paffed  refpefting  the  town  of  Bof- 
ton  and  the  Mafliichufetts-Bay  ;  and  alfo  an  a<5| 
for  extending  the  province  of  Quebec,  fo  as  th 
border  on  the  weftern  frontiers  of  thefe  colonies, 
eftablilhing  an  arbitrary  government  therein,  and 
difcouraging  the  fettlement  of  Britifh  fubje6ls  in 
that  wide  extended  country.  Thus,  by  the  influ- 
ence of  evil  principles  and  ancient  prejudices,  to 
difpofe  the  inhabitants  to  afl:  with  hollility  againft 
the  free  Proteflant  colonies,  whenever  a  v/icked 
miniftry  fnall  choofe  fo  to  direft  them. 

To  obtain  redrefs   of  thefe  grievances,  which 
threaten    deflru6lion  to  the    lives,    liberty,    and 
property  of  his  majefty's  fubjedts  in  North- Ame- 
rica, 
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rica,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  a  non-importation , 
non-confumption,  and  non-exportation  agree- 
ment, faithfully  adhered  to,  will  prove  the  mod 
fpeedy,  effedual,  and  peaceable  meafure ;  and 
therefore  we  do,  for  ourfelves  and  the*inhabi- 
tants  of  the  feveral  colonies,  whom  we  reprefent, 
firmly  agree  and  aifociate,  under  the  facred  ties 
of  virtue,  honour,  and  love  of  our  country,  as 
follows  : 

v'fr; 
First,  That,  from  and  after  the  firfl  day  of 

December  next,  we  will  not  import  into  Britiih 

America,    from    Great-Britain    or   Ireland,    any 

goods,    wares    or    merchandize    whatfoever,    or 

from  any  other  place  any  fuch  goods,   wares   or 

merchandize,  as  fhall  have  been   exported  from 

Great-Britain  or  Ireland  ;   nor  will  we,  after  that 

day,  import  any  Eall-India  tea  from  any  part  of 

the   world ;    nor   any    molaifes,   firups,    paneles, 

coffee   or  pimenta,  from  the  Britifh  plantations, 

or  from  Dominica  ;    nor   wines   from  Madeira, 

or  the  Weftern  Iflands  ;  nor  foreign  indigo. 

Second,  We  will  neither  import,  nor  pur- 
chafe,  any  Have  imported  after  the  firft  day  of 
December  next ;  after  which  time  we  will  wholly 
dilcontinue  the  flave-trade,  and  will  neither  be 
concerned  in  it  ourfelves,  nor  will  we  hire  our 
velTels,  nor  fell  our  commodities  or  manufactures 
to  thofe  who  are  concerned  in  it. 

/^T^iRD,    As    a   non-confumption    agreement, 

ftriaiy 
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ftridly  adhered  to^  will  be  an  efFeftual  fecurity 
for  the  obfervation  of  the  non-iniportation,  we, 
as  above,  folemnly  agree  and  aifociate,  that, 
from  this  day,  we  will  not  purchafe  or  ufe  any 
tea  imported  on  account  of  the  Eaft-India  conii^ 
pany,  or  any  on  which  a  duty  hath  been  or  fliall 
be  paid ;  and,  from  and  after  the  firft  day  of 
March  next,  we  will  not  purchafe  or  ufe  any 
Eaft-India  tea  whatever ;  nor  will  we,  nor  fiiall 
any  perfon  for  or  under  us,  purchafe  or  ufe  any 
of  thofe  goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  we  have 
agreed  not  to  import,  which  we  fliall  know,  or 
have  caufe  to  fufpeft,  were  imported  after  the 
firft  day  of  December,  except  fuch  as  come 
under  the  rules  and  directions  of  the  tenth  article 
hereafter  mentioned. 

Fourth,  The  earneft  defire  we  have  not  to 
injure  our  fellow-fubjefts  in  Great-Britain,  Ire- 
land or  the  Weft-Indies,  induces  us  to  fufperici 
a  non-exportation  until  the  tenth  day  of  Septem- 
ber 1775;  at  which  time,  if  the  faid  acts  and 
parts  of  acts  of  the  Britiih  parliament  herein  af- 
ter mentioned  are  not  repealed,  we  will  not  di- 
rectly or  indireftly  export  any  merchandize  or 
commodity  whatfoever  to  Great-Britain,  Ireland 
or  the  Weft-Indies,  except  rice  to  Europe. 

Fifth,  Such  as  are  merchants,  and  ,ufe  the 
Britifli  and  Irifh  trade,  will  give  orders,  as  foon 
as  poffible,  to  their  factors,  agents  and  corre- 
fpondents,  in  Great-Britain  and  Ireland,  not  to 

fliip 
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fliip  any  goods  to  them,  on  any  pretence  what- 
foever,  as  they  cannot  be  received  in  America ; 
and  if  any  merchant,  refiding  In  Great-Britain 
or  Ireland,  fhall  diredly  or  indirectly  fhip  any 
goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  for  America,  in 
order  to  break  the  faid  non-importation  agree- 
ment, or  in  any  manner  contravene  the  fame, 
on  fuch  unworthy  conduft  being  well  attefted, 
it  ought  to  be  made  publick  ;  and,  on  the  fame 
being  fo  done,  we  will  not  from  thenceforth 
have  any  commercial  connexion  with  fuch 
merchant. 

Sixth,  That  fuch  as  are  owners  of  veflels 
will  give  pofitive  orders  to  their  captains,  or 
raafters,  not  to  receive  on  board  their  veifels 
any  goods  prohibited  by  the  faid  non-importati- 
on agreement,  on  pain  of  immediate  difmillion 
from  their  fervice. 

Seventh,  We  will  ufe  our  utmoll  endeavours 
to  improve  the  breed  of  fneep,  and  increafe  their 
number  to  the  greateft  extent,  and,  to  that  end, 
we  will  kill  them  as  fparingly  as  may  be,  cfpe- 
cially  thofe  of  the  mort:  profitable  kind  ;  nor  will 
we  export  any  to  the  Wefl-Indies  or  elfcv/here ; 
and  thofe  of  us,  who  are  or  may  become  over- 
ftocked  with,  or  can  conveniently  fpare  any  fheep, 
will  difpofe  of  them  <o  our  neighbours,  efpecially 
to  the  Doorer  fort,  en  moderate  terms. 

Eighth,    We    will,    in    our    fcveral    ftations, 

encourage 
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encourage  frugality,  oeconomy  and  indullry ;, 
and  promote  agriculture,  arts,  and  the  manu- 
factures of  this  country,  efpecially  that  of  wool ; 
and  will  difcountenance  and  difcourage  every 
fpecies  of  extravagance  and  diffipation,  efpecially 
all  horfe-racing,  and  all  kinds  of  gaming,  cock- 
fighting,  exhibitions  of  fliews,  plays,  and  other 
expenfive  diverfions  and  entertainments.  And, 
on  the  death  of  any  relation  or  friend,  none  of 
us,  or  any  of  our  families,  will  go  into  any  fur- 
ther mourning-drefs  than  a  black  crape  or  riband 
on  the  arm  or  hat  for  gentlemen,  and  a  black 
riband  and  necklace  for  ladies,  and  we  will  dif- 
continue  the  giving  of  gloves  and  fcarfs  at  fu- 
nerals* 

Ninth,  Such  as  are  venders  of  goods  or 
merchandize  will  not  take  advantage  of  the  fear- 
city  of  goods  that  may  be  occafioned  by  this 
aflbciation,  but  will  fell  the  fame  at  the  rates  we 
have  been  refpecVively  accuftomed  to  do,  for 
twelve  months  laft  pad. — And  if  any  vender  of 
goods  or  merchandize  fliail  fell  any  fuch  goods 
on  higher  terms,  or  fliall  in  any  manner,  or  by 
any  device  v/hatfoever,  violate  or  depart  from 
this  agreement,  no  perfon  ought,  nor  will  any 
of  us  deal  with  any  fuch  perfon,  or  his,  or  her 
factor  or  agent,  at  any  time  thereafter,  for  any 
commodity  v/hatever. 

Tenth,   In    cafe    any    merchant,    trader,    or 

other  perfons,   fhali  import  any  goods   or    mer- 

K  k  chandize 
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chandize  after  the  firft  day  of  December,  and 
before  the  firft  day  of  February  next,  the  fame 
ought  forthwith,  at  the  ele6lion  of  the  owner, 
to  be  ehher  refliipped  or  delivered  up  to  the 
committee  of  the  county,  or  town  wherein  they 
fhall  be  imported,  to  be  ftored  at  the  rilk  of 
the  importer,  until  the  non-importation  agree- 
ment fliall  ceafe,  or  be  fold  under  the  direction 
of  the  committee  aforefaid  ;  and  in  the  laft  men- 
tioned cafe,  the  owner  or  owners  of  fuch  goods 
fliall  be  reimburfed  (out  of  the  fales)  the  firft  coft 
and  charges,  the  profit,  if  any,  to  be  applied  to- 
wards relieving  and  employing  fuch  poor  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town  of  Bofton,  as  are  immediate 
fufferers  by  the  Bofton  port-bill  5  and  a  particu- 
lar account  of  all  goods  fo  returned,  ftored  or 
fold,  to  be  inferted  in  the  publick  papers  ;  and  if 
any  goods  or  merchandizes  fhall  be  imported 
after  the  faid  firft  day  of  February,  the  fame 
ought  forthwith  to  be  fent  back  again,  without 
breaking  any  of  the  packages  thereof. 

Eleventh,  That  a  committee  be  chofen  in 
every  county,  city  and  town,  by  thofe  who  are 
qualified  to  vote  for  reprefentatives  in  the  legiila- 
ture,  whofe  bufinefs  it  fhall  be  attentively  to  ob- 
ferve  the  conduft  of  all  perfons  touching  this 
aflociation  ;  and  when  it  fliall  be  made  to  appear 
to  the  fatisfadion  of  a  majority  of  any  fuch  com- 
mittee, that  any  perfon  within  the  limits  of  their 
appointment  has  violated  this  affociation,  that 
fuch  majority  do  forthwith  caufe  the  truth  of  the 

cafe 


caie  to  be  publiihed  in  the  Gazette,  to  the  end^ 
that  all  fuch  foes  to  the  rights  of  Britiih  America 
may  be  publickly  known,  and  univerfally  con- 
temned as  the  enemies  of  American  liberty  ;  and 
thenceforth  we  refpedively  will  break  off  all 
dealings  with  him  or  her. 

Twelfth,  That  the  committee  of  correfpond- 
cnce  in  the  refpedive  colonies  do  frequently  in- 
fpeft  the  entries  of  their  cuftom-houfes,  and  in- 
form each  other  from  time  to  time  of  the  true 
ftate  thereof,  and  of  every  other  material  circum- 
ftance  that  may  occur  relative  to  this  alTociation. 

'"'^TlrfiRTEENTH,  That  all  manufa,6lures  of  this 
country  be  fold  at  reafonable  prices,  fo  that  no 
undue  advantage  be  taken  of  a  future  fcarcity 
of  goods. 

lyopouRTEENTH,  And  we  do  further  agree  and 
refolve,  that  we  will  have  no  trade,  commerce, 
dealings  or  intercourfe  whatfoevcr,  with  any 
colony  or  province,  in  North- America,  which 
fliall  not  accede  to.  Or  which  fhall  hereafter  vio- 
late this  affociation,  but  will  hold  them  as  un- 
worthy of  the  rights  of  freemen,  and  as  inimical 
to  the  liberties  of  their  country. 

3d  ii/jf; 

And  we  do  folemnly  bind  ourfelves  and  our 
conflituents,  under  the  ties  aforefaid,  to  adhere 
to  this  affociation  until  fuch  parts  of  the  feveral 
afts  of  parliament  palfed  fmce  the  clofe  of  the 

hit 
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laft  v/ar,  as  impofe  or  continue  duties  on  tea^ 
wine,  molalTes  firups,  paneles,  coffee,  fugar, 
pimenta,  indigo,  foreign  paper,  glafs,  and  paint- 
ers colours,  imported  into  America,  and  extend 
the  powers  of  the  admiralty-courts  beyond  their 
ancient  limits,  deprive  the  American  fubjecl  of 
trial  by  jury,  authorize  the  judge's  certificate  to 
indemnify  the  profecutor  from  damages,  that  he 
might  otherwife  be  liable  to  from  a  trial  by  his 
peers,  require  oppreffive  fecurity  from  a  claimant 
of  fliips  or  goods  feized,  before  he  fliall  be  al- 
lowed to  defend  his  property,  are  repealed — And 
until  that  part  of  the  aft  of  the  12.  Geo.  III.  ch. 
14.  entitled, '  An  act  for  the  better  fecuring  his  ma- 

*  jefly's  dock-yards,  magazines,  fliips,  ammuniti- 

*  on  and  (lores,'  by  which  any  perfons,  charged 
with  committing  any  of  the  offences?  therein  de- 
fcribed,  in  America,  may  be  tried  in  any  fnire 
or  county  within  the  realm,  is  repealed — And 
until  the  four  afts  paffed  in  the  lafl  feffion  of  par- 
liament, viz.  that  for  (lopping  the  port  and  block- 
ing up  the  harbour  of  Bofton — that  for  altering 
the  charter  and  government  of  the  Maffachufetts- 
Bay — and  that  which  is  entitled,  «  An  aft  for  the 

*  better  adminidration  of  juftice,'  &c. — and  that 
'  for  extending  the  limits  of  Quebec,'  &c.  are 
repealed..  And  we  recommend  it  to  the  provin- 
cial conventions,  and  to  the  committees  in  the 
refpeftive  colonies,  to  eRablifli  fuch  farther  regu- 
lations as  they  may  think  proper,  for  carrying 
into  execution  this  affociation. 

The 


(       261        ) 

The  foretyoing  affociation  being  determined 
upon  by  the  Congrefs,  was  ordered  to  be  fub- 
fcribed  by  the  feveral  members  thereof;  and 
thereupon  we  have  hereunto  fet  our  refpeaive 
names  accordingly. 

In  Congrefs,  Philadelphia,  Oftober  24. 

Signed, 
PEYTON    RANDOLPH,    prefident. 


New-Hampshire, 


("John  Sullivan, 
I  Nathaniel  Folfom. 

("Thomas  Cuiliing, 

j  Samuel  Adams, 
Massachusetts-Bay,     <|  ^^^^  Adams, 

j_  Robert -Treat  Paine. 

Stephen  Hopkins, 
Samuel  Ward. 

Eliphalet  Dyer, 
Roger  Sherman, 
Silas  Deane. 
Ifaac  Low, 
John  Alfop, 
_  John  Jay, 
J  James  Duane, 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 


New-York. 


;.  William  Floyd, 
Henry  Wifner, 
S.  Boerum, 
Philip  Livingfton. 


New-Jerse' 
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New-Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


New-Castle,  &c. 


Maryland, 


ViRGINIA, 


North-Carolina, 


r  James  Kinfey, 

I  William  Livingfton, 

<|  Stephen  Crane, 

I  Richard  Smith, 

Ljohn  De-Hart. 
•Jofeph  Galloway, 
John  Dickinfon, 
Charles  Humphreys, 

<{  Thomas  Mifliin, 

I  Edward  Biddle, 
John  Morton, 
L  George  Rofs. 

r'Csefar  Rodney, 
^  Thomas  M'Kean, 
(.George  Read. 
f  Matthew  Tilghman, 
J  Thomas  Johnfon, 
}  William  Paca, 
(_ Samuel  Chafe, 
r  Richard-Henry  Lee, 
I  George  Wafhington, 
J  P.  Henry,  jun.  . 
I  Richard  Bland, 
I  Beniamin  Harrifon, 
L Edmund  Pendleton." 
r"  William  Hooper, 
-^  Jofeph  Hewes, 
CR.  Cafwell. 


South-Carolina. 
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1^  Henry  Middleton, 
I  Thomas  Lynch, 
South-Carolina,  <{  ChriftopherGadfden, 

I  John  Rutledge, 
L  Edward  Rutledge. 


"o" 


NOTE       VII.       Page     23. 

To  the  PEOPLE  of  GREAT-BRITAIN,  from 
the  DELEGATES,  appointed  by  the  fever  at 
Englijh   colonies   of  New-Hampfhire,   Maffachu- 

fetts-Bay,  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Planta^ 
iions,  Connecticut,  New-Tork,  Ne%u-Jerfey,  Penn- 

fylvania.  The  Lower  Counties  on  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  and  South- 
Carolina,  to  confider  of  their  grievances  in  Ge- 
neral Congress,  at  Philadelphia,  September 
Sth,   1774, 

Friends  and  Fellow-Subjects, 

WHEN  a  nation,  led  to  greatnefs  by  the 
hand  of  liberty,  and  poffefled  of  all  the 
glory  that  heroifm,  munificence,  and  humanity 
can  bellow,  defcends  to  -the  ungrateful  tafk  of 
forging  chains  for  her  friends  and  children,  and 
inflead  of  giving  fupport  to  freedom,  turns  advo- 
cate for  Ilavery  and  oppreffion,  there  is  reafon  to 
fufpe(5t  file  has  either  ceafed  to  be  virtuous,  or 
been  extremely  negligent  in  the  appointment  of 
her  rulers. 


In 


I 
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In  almoft  every  age,  in  repeated  confllds,  iu 
long  and  bloody  wars,  as  well  civil  as  foreign, 
againft  many  and  powerful  nations,  againfl  the 
open  aflaults  of  enemies,  and  the  more  danger- 
ous treachery  of  friends,  have  the  inhabitants 
of  your  ifland,  your  great  and  glorious  ancef- 
tors,  maintained  their  independence,  and  tranf- 
mitted  the  rights  of  men  and  the  bleffings  of 
liberty  to  you  their  pofterity. 

Be  not  furprized  therefore,  that  we,  who  are 
defcended  from  the  fame  common  anceftors  ; 
that  we,  vvhofe  forefathers  participated  in  all 
the  rights,  the  liberties  and  the  conftitution, 
you  fo  juftly  boaft,  and  who  have  carefully  con- 
veyed the  fame  fair  inheritance  to  us,  guaran- 
tied by  the  plighted  faith  of  government,  and 
the  mofl  folemn  compads  with  Britilh  fove- 
reigns,  fhouid  refufe  to  furrender  them  to  men, 
who  found  their  claims  on  no  principles  of  rea- 
fon,  and  who  profecute  them  with  a  defign, 
that  by  having  our  lives  and  property  in  their 
power,  they  may  with  the  greater  facility  enflave 
you. 

The  caufe  of  America  is  now  the  object  of 
univerfal  attention  :  it  has  at  length  become  very 
ferious.  This  unhappy  country  has  not  only 
been  opprelTed,  but  abufed  and  mifreprefented  j 
and  the  duty  we  owe  to  ourfelves  and  pofterity, 
to  your  intereft,  and  the  general  welfare  of  the 
Britifli  empire,  leads  us  to  addrefs  you  on  this^ 
very  important  fubjed.  Know 
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Know  then,  that  we  confider  ourfelves,  and 
do  infift  that  we  are  and  ought  to  be,  as  free  as 
our  fellow-fubjefts  in  Britain,  and  that  no  power 
on  earth  has  a  right  to  take  our  property  from 
us  without  our  confent. 

That  we  claim  all  the  benefits  fecured  to  the 
fubjed  by  the  Englifli  conflitution,  and  particu- 
larly that  ineftimable  one  of  trial  by  jury. 

That  we  hold  it  eflential  to  Englifh  liberty, 
that  no  man  be  condemned  unheard,  or  puniflied. 
for  fuppofed  offences,  without  having  an  opportu- 
nity of  making  his  defence. 

That  we  think  the  legiflature  of  Great- Bri- 
tain is  not  authorized  by  the  conflitution  to  efta- 
blilh  a  religion  fraught  with  fanguinary  and  im- 
pious tenets,  or  to  ere^l  an  arbitrary  form  of 
government  in  any  quarter  of  the  globe.  Thefe 
rights  we,  as  well  as  you,  deem  facred.  And 
yet,  facred  as  they  are,  they  have,  with  many 
others,  been  repeatedly  and  flagrantly  violated. 

Are  not  the  proprietors  of  the  foil  of  Great- 
Britain  lords  of  their  own  property  ?  Can  it  be 
taken  from  them  without  their  confent  ?  Will 
they  yield  it  to  the  arbitrary  difpofal  of  any  man, 
or  number  of  men  whatever  ? — You  know  they 
will  not. 

Why  then  are  the  proprietors  of  the  foil  of 
L  1  America 
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i^merica  lefs  lords  of  their  property  than  you 
:rre  of  yours,  or  why  fhould  they  fubmit  it  to 
tlie  difpofal  of  your  parUament,  or  any  other 
parliament,  or  council  in  the  world,  not  of  their 
election  ?  Cafi  the  intervention  of  the  fea  that 
divides  us,  caufe  difparity  in  rights,  or  can  any 
reafon  be  given  why  Englifh  fubjeds,  who  live 
three  thoufind  miles  from  the  royal  palace, 
fnould  enjoy  lefs  liberty  than  thofe  who  are  three 
hundred  miles  diftant  from  it  ? 

Reason  looks  with  indignation  on  fuch  dif- 
tindtions,  and  freemen  can  never  perceive  their 
propriety.  And  yet,  however  chimerical  and  un- 
jufl  fuch  difcriminations  are,  the  parliament  aflert 
that  they  have  a  right  to  bind  us  in  all  cafes 
■without  exception,  whether  we  confent  or  not ; 
that  they  may  take  and  ufe  our  property  when 
and  in  what  manner  they  pleafe  ;  that  we  are 
penfioners  on  their  bounty  for  all  that  we  poffefs, 
and  can  hold  it  no  longer  than  they  vouchfafe  to 
permit.  Such  declarations  we  confider  as  here- 
fies  in  Englifii  politicks,  and  which  can  no  more 
operate  to  deprive  us  of  our  property,  than  the 
interdicts  of  the  Pope  can  diveft  Kings  of  fcep- 
tres,  which  the  laws  of  the  land  and  the  voice  of 
the  people  have  placed  in  their  hands. 

At  the  conclufion  of  the  late  war— a  war  ren- 
dered glorious  by  the  abilities  and  integrity  of  a 
minifler,  to  whofe  efforts  the  Britifli  empire 
owes  its  fafety  and  its  fame — at  the  conclufion 
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of  this  war,  which  was  fucceeded  by  an  inglou- 
ous  pea<:e,  formed  under  the  aufpices  of  a  mini- 
fter  of  principles,  and  of  a  family  unfriendly  to 
the  Proteftant  caufe,  and  inimical  to  liberty — 
We  fay  at  this  period,  and  under  the  influence 
of  that  man,  a  plan  for  enflaving  your  fellow- 
fubjects  in  America  was  concerted,  and  has  ever 
lince  been  pertinacioufly  carrying  into  execution. 

Prior  to  this  sera  you  were  content  with  draw- 
ing from  us  the  wealth  produced  by  our  com- 
merce. You  reftrained  our  trade  in  every  way 
that  could  conduce  to  your  emolument.  You 
cxercifed  unbounded  fovereignty  over  the  fea. 
You  named  the  ports  and  nations  to  which  alone 
our  merchandize  fhould  be  carried,  and  with 
whom  alone  we  fhould  trade  ;  and  though  fome 
of  thefe  redriclions  were  grievous,  we  neverthe- 
lefs  did  not  complain  ;  we  looked  up  to  you  as 
to  our  parcnt-ftate  to  which  we  were  bound  by 
the  ftrongeft  ties — and  were  happy  in  being  in*- 
ftrumental  to  your  profperity  and  your  grandeur. 

We  call  upon  you  yourfelves,  to  witnefs  our 
loyalty  and  attachment  to  the  common  intereft 
of  the  whole  empire.  Did  we  not,  in  the  lad  war, 
add  all  the  ftrength  of  this  vaft  continent  to  the 
force  which  repelled  our  common  enemy  ?  Did. 
we  not  leave  our  native  fhores  and  meet  difeafe 
and  death,  to  promote  the  fuccefs  of  Britifh  arms 
in  foreign  climates  ?  Did  you  not  thank  us  for 
x>ur  zeal,  and  even  reimburfe  us  large  funis  of 
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money  which  you  confefled  we  had  advanced 
beyond  our  proportion,  and  far  beyond  our 
abiUcies  ? — You  did. 

To  what  caufes,  then,  are  we  to  attribute  the 
fudden  change  of  treatment,  and  that  fyftem  of 
flavery  which  was  prepared  for  us  at  the  reftora- 
tion  of  peace  ? 

Before  we  had  recovered  from  the  diftreffes 
which  ever  attend  war,  an  attempt  was  made  to 
drain  this  country  of  all  its  money,  by  the  op- 
preffive  f1:amp-a£t.  Paint,  glafs,  and  other  com- 
modities which  you  would  not  permit  us  to 
purchafe  of  other  nations,  were  taxed  ;  nay, 
although  no  wine  is  made  in  any  country  fub- 
jecl  to  the  Britilh  ftate,  you  prohibited  our  pro- 
curing it  of  foreigners  without  paying  a  tax 
impofed  by  your  parliament  on  all  we  imported. 
Thefe  and  many  other  impofitions  were  laid  upon 
us  moil  unjuftly  and  unconRitutionally,  for  the 
cxprefs  purpofe  of  raifmg  a  revenue. — In  order  to 
fiknce  complaint,  it  was,  indeed,  provided  that 
this  revenue  fhould  be  expended  in  America  for 
its  protection  and  defence. — Thefe  exaftions, 
however,  can  receive  no  juflification  from  a  pre- 
tended necelTity  of  protecting  and  defending  us. 
They  are  laviflily  fquandered  on  court-favourites 
and  minifterial  dependants,  generally  avowed 
enemies  to  America,  and  employing  themfelves, 
by  partial  reprefentations,  to  traduce  and  embroil 
the  colonies.  For  the  ncceifary  fupport  of  go- 
vernment 
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vernment  here,  we  ever  were  and  ever  fhall  be 
ready  to  provide.  And  whenever  the  exigencies 
of  the  ftate  may  require  it,  we  fhall,  as  we  have 
heretofore  done,  cheerfully  contribute  our  full 
proportion  of  men  and  money.  To  enforce  this 
unconflitutional  and  unjuft  fcheme  of  taxation, 
every  fence  that  the  wifdom  of  our  Britifli  an- 
ceflors  had  carefully  ereded  againft  arbitrary 
power,  has  been  violently  thrown  down  in  Ame- 
rica, and  the  ineflimable  right  of  trial  by  jury 
taken  away  in  cafes  that  touch  both  life  and  pro- 
perty.— It  was  ordained  that  whenever  offences 
fhould  be  committed  in  the  colonies  againfl  par- 
ticular a£ts  impofing  various  duties  and  reHriclions 
upon  trade,  the  profecutor  might  bring  his  ac- 
tion for  the  penalties  in  the  courts  of  admiralty  ; 
by  which  means  the  fubjecl  loft  the  advantage  of 
being  tried  by  an  honefl  uninfluenced  jury  of 
the  vicinage,  and  was  fubje6:ed  to  the  fad  ne- 
ceffity  of  being  judged  by  a  fmgle  man,  a  crea- 
ture of  the  crown,  and  according  to  the  courfe 
of  a  law  which  exempts  the  profecutor  from  the 
trouble  of  proving  his  accufation,  and  obliges 
the  defendant  either  to  evince  his  innocence  or 
to  fuffer.  To  give  this  new  judicatory  the  greater 
importance,  and  as  if  with  defign  to  proted  falfe 
accufers,  it  is  further  provided,  that  the  judge's 
certificate  of  there  having  been  probable  caufes 
of  feizure  and  profecution,  fhall  proted  the  pro- 
fecutor from  adions  at  common  law  for  recovery 
of  damages. 
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By  the  courfe  of  our  law,  offences  committed 
in  fuch  of  the  Britifh  dominions  in  which  courts 
are  eftablifhed,  and  juftice  duly  and  regularly 
adminiftered,  fliall  be  there  tried  by  a  jury  of  the 
vicinage.  There  the  offenders  and  the  witneiTes 
are  known,  and  the  degree  of  credibility  to  be 
given  to  their  teftimony,  can  be  afcertained. 

In  all  thefe  colonies,  juftice  is  regularly  and 
impartially  adminiftered,  and  yet,  by  the  con- 
ftru6lion  of  fome,  and  the  direftion  of  other  a6ls 
of  parliament,  offenders  are  to  be  taken  by  force, 
together  with  all  fuch  perfons  as  may  be  pointed 
out  as  witnelTes,  and  carried  to  England,  there 
to  be  tried  in  a  diftant  land,  by  a  jury  of  ftran- 
gers,  and  fubjed  to  all  the  difadvantages  that 
refult  from  want  of  friends,  want  of  witneifes, 
and  want  of  money. 

When  the  defign  of  raifing  a  revenue  from 
the  duties  impofed  on  the  importation  of  tea  in- 
to America  had  in  great  meafure  been  rendered 
abortive  by  our  ceafmg  to  import  that  commo- 
dity, a  fcheme  was  concerted  by  the  miniftry  with 
the  Eaft-India  company,  and  an  adt  paffed  en- 
abling and  encouraging  them  to  tranfport  and 
vend  it  in  the  colonies.  Aware  of  the  danger 
of  giving  fuccefs  to  this  infidious  manoeuvre,  and 
of  permitting  a  precedent  of  taxation  thus  to 
be  eftablifned  among  us,  various  methods  were 
adopted  to  elude  the  ftroke.  The  people  of  Bof- 
ton,  then  ruled  by  a  governor,  whom,  as  well  as 
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his  predeceflbr  fir  Fraacis  Bernard,  all  America 
confiders  as  her  enemy,  were  exceedingly  embar- 
raffed.  The  fhips  which  had  arrived  with  the 
tea,  were  by  his  management  prevented  from 
returning. — ^The  duties  would  have  been  paid ; 
the  cargoes  landed  and  expofed  to  fale ;  a  go- 
vernor's influence  would  have  procured  and  pro- 
tected many  purchafers.  While  the  town  was 
fufpended  by  deliberations  on  this  important  fub- 
jedl,  the  tea  was  deftroyed.  Even  fuppofing  a 
trefpafs  was  thereby  committed,  and  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  tea  entitled  to  damages — -the  courts 
of  law  were  open,  and  judges  appointed  by  the 
crown  prefided  in  them.— The  Eaft-India  compa- 
jry,  however,  did  not  think  proper  to  commence 
any  fuits,  nor  did  they  even  demand  fatisfadion 
either  from  individuals  or  from  the  community 
in  general.  The  miniflry,  it  feems,  officioufly 
made  the  cafe  their  own,  and  the  great  council 
of  the  nation  defcended  to  intermeddle  with  a 
difpute  about  private  property. — Divers  papers, 
letters,  and  other  unauthenticated  ex  parte  evi- 
dence were  laid  before  them  ;  neither  the  perfons 
who  deftroyed  the  tea,  nor  the  people  of  Bofton, 
were  called  upon  to  anfwer  the  complaint.  The 
miniflry,  incenfed  by  being  difappointed  in  a 
favourite  fcheme,  were  determined  to  recur  from 
the  little  arts  of  fineffe,  to  open  force  and  unman- 
ly violence.  The  port  of  Bofton  was  blocked 
up  by  a  fleet,  and  an  army  placed  in  the  town. 
Their  trade  was  to  be  fufpended,  and  thoufands 
reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  gaining  fubfiftence 
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from  charity,  till  they  fhould  fubmit  to  pafs  un- 
der the  yoke,  and  confent  to  become  flaves,  by 
confefling  the  omnipotence  of  parliament,  and 
acquiefcing  in  whatever  difpofition  they  might 
think  proper  to  make  of  their  lives  and  property. 

Let  juftice  and  humanity  ceafe  to  be  the 
boaft  of  your  nation  !  confult  your  hiflory — ex- 
amine your  records  of  former  tranfadions  j  nay, 
turn  to  the  annals  of  the  many  arbitrary  dates 
and  kingdoms  that  furround  you,  and  fliew  us 
a  fingle  inftance  of  men  being  condemned  to 
fuffer  for  imputed  crimes,  unheard,  unqueftioned, 
and  without  even  the  fpecious  formality  of  a  trial ; 
and  that  too  by  laws  made  exprefsly  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  and  which  had  no  exiftence  at  the  time  of 
the  fadt  committed.  If  it  be  difficult  to  recon- 
cile thefe  proceedings  to  the  genius  and  temper 
of  your  laws  and  conftitution,  the  tafk  will  be- 
come more  arduous,  when  we  call  upon  our  mi- 
nifterial  enemies  to  juflify,  not  only  condemning 
men  untried  and  by  hearfay,  but  involving  the 
innocent  in  one  common  punilhment  with  the 
guilty,  and  for  the  ad  of  thirty  or  forty,  to  bring 
poverty,  diftrefs  and  calamity,  on  thirty  thou- 
fand  fouls,  and  thofe  not  your  enemies,  but  your 
friends,  brethren,  and  fellow-fubjeds. 

It  would  be  fome  confolation  to  us,  if  the 
catalogue  of  American  oppreffions  ended  here. 
It  gives  us  pain  to  be  reduced  to  the  necellity  of 
reminding  you,  that    under   the   confidence  re- 
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pofed  in  the  faith  of  government,  pledged  in  a 
royal  charter  from  a  Britilh  fovereign,  the  fore- 
fathers of  the  prefent  inhabitants  of  the  Maffa- 
chufetts-Bay  left  their  former  habitations,  and 
eftablillied  that  great,  flourifliing,  and  loyal  colo- 
ny. Without  incurring  or  being  charged  with 
a  forfeiture  of  their  rights,  without  being  heard, 
without  being  tried,  without  law,  and  without 
juftice,  by  an  aft  of  parliament,  their  charter  is 
dellroyed,  their  Hberties  violated,  their  conllitu- 
tion  and  form  of  government  changed  :  and  all 
this  upon  no  better  pretence,  than  becaufe  in  one 
of  their  towns  a  trefpafs  was  committed  on  fome 
merchandize  faid  to  belong  to  one  of  the  com- 
panies, and  becaufe  the  miniftry  were  of  opinion, 
that  fuch  high  political  regulations  were  neceflary 
to  compel  due  fubordination  and  obedience  to 
their  mandates. 

Nor  are  thefe  the  only  capital  grievances  un- 
der which  we  labour.  We  might  tell  of  diflblute, 
weak  and  wicked  governors  having  been  fet  over 
us  ;  of  legiflatures  being  fufpended  for  afferting 
the  rights  of  Britiih  fubjeds — of  needy  and  igno- 
rant dependants  on  great  men  advanced  to  the 
feats  of  juftice,  and  to  other  places  of  truft  and 
importance  ; — of  hard  reftridions  on  commerce, 
and  a  great  variety  of  leffer  evils,  the  recolledicn 
of  v/hich  is  almoft  loft  under  the  weight  and 
preifure  of  greater  and  move  poignant  calamities. 
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Now  mark  the  progreffion  of  the  minifterial 
plan  for  enflaving  us. 

Well  aware  that  fuch  hardy  attempts  to  take 
our  property  from  us ;  to  deprive  us  of  that  va-» 
luable  right  of  trial  by  jury  ;  to  feize  our  perfons, 
and  carry  us  for  trial  to  Great-Britain  ;  to  block- 
ade our  ports  ;  to  deflroy  our  charters,  and 
change  our  forms  of  government,  would  occa- 
fion,  and  had  already  occafioned,  great  difcon- 
tent  in  all  the  colonies,  which  might  produce 
oppofrcion  to  thefe  meafures :  an  act  was  pafTed 
to  proted:,  indemnify,  and  fcreen  from  punifh- 
ment  fuch  as  might  be  guilty  even  of  murder, 
in  endeavouring  to  carry  their  oppreffive  edidts 
into  execution  ;  and  by  another  a6t  the  dominion 
of  Canada  is  to  be  fo  extended,  modelled  and 
governed,  as  that  by  being  difunited  from  us, 
detached  from  our  intcrefts,  by  civil  as  well  as 
religious  prejudices,  that  by  their  numbers  daily 
fwelling  with  Catholick  emigrants  from  Europe, 
and  by  their  devotion  to  adminillration,  fo  friend- 
ly to  their  religion,  they  might  become  formidable 
to  us,  and  on  occafion  be  fit  inftruments  in  the 
hands  of  power,  to  reduce  the  ancient  free  Prote- 
ftant  colonies  to  the  fame  ftate  of  flavery  with 
themfelves. 

This  was  evidently  the  objed  of  the  a£l : — ■ 
and  in  this  view,   being  extremely  dangerous  to 
our  liberty  and  quiet,  we  cannot  forbear  com- 
plaining of  it,  as  hoflile  to  Britilli  America. — Su- 
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peradded  to  thefe  confiderations,  we  cannot  help 
deploring  the  unhappy  condition  to  which  it  has 
reduced  the  many  Enghfh  fettlers,  who,  encou- 
raged by  the  royal  proclamation,  promiling  the 
enjoyment  of  all  their  rights,  have  purchafed 
eftates  in  that  country. — They  are  now  the  fub- 
jeds  of  an  arbitrary  government,  deprived  of 
trial  by  jury,  and  when  imprifoned  cannot  claim 
the  benefit  of  the. habeas  corpus  aft,  that  great 
bulwark  and  palladium  of  Englifh  liberty  :-— nor 
can  we  fupprefs  our  aftonifhment,  that  a  Britifh 
parliament  fhould  ever  confent  to  eftablifh  in  that 
country  a  religion  that  has  deluged  your  ifland 
in  blood,  and  difperfed  impiety,  bigotry,  perfecu- 
tion,  murder  and  rebellion,  through  every  part 
of  the  world. 

This  being  a  true  ftate  of  fafts,  let  us  befeech 
you  to  confider  to  what  end  they  lead. 

Admit  that  the  miniftry,  by  the  powers  of 
Britain,  and  the  aid  of  our  Roman  Catholick 
iieighbours,  fhould  be  able  to  carry  the  point  of 
taxation,  and  reduce  us  to  a  ftate  of  perfect  hu- 
miliation and  flavery.  Such  an  enterprize  would 
doubtlefs  make  fome  addition  to  your  national 
debt,  which  already  preffes  down  your  liberties, 
and  fills  you  with  pcnfioners  and  placemen.— 
We  prefume,  alfo,  that  your  commerce  will  fonie- 
what  be  diminifhed.  However,  fuppofe  you 
ifliould  prove  viftorious-^— in  what  condition  will 
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you  then  be  ?  What  advantages  or  what  laurels 
will  you  reap  from  fuch  a  conqueft  ? 

May  not  a  miniilry  with  the  fame  armies  en- 
Have  you  ? — It  may  be  faid  you  will  ceafe  to  pay 
them — but  remember  the  taxes  from  America, 
the  wealth,  and  we  may  add,  the  men,  and 
particularly  the  Roman  Catholicks  of  this  vaft 
continent  will  then  be  in  the  power  of  your  ene-^ 
mies — nor  will  you  have  any  reafon  to  expeft, 
that,  after  making  flaves  of  us,  many  among  us 
fliould  refufe  to  affifl  jn  reducing  you  to  the  fame 
abjed  ftate. 

Do  not  treat  this  as  chimerical — Know  that 
in  lefs  than  half  a  century,  the  quitrents  re- 
ferved  to  the  crown,  from  the  numberlefs  grants 
of  this  vaft  continent,  will  pour  large  ftreams  of 
wealth  into  the  royal  coffers,  and  if  to  this  be 
added  the  power  of  taxing  America  at  plea- 
fure,  the  crown  will  be  rendered  independent  on 
you  for  fupplies,  and  will  poffefs  more  treafure 
than  may  be  neceffhry  to  purchafe  the  remains 
of  liberty  in  your  ifland. — In  a  word,  take  care 
that  you  do  not  fall  into  the  pit  that  is  preparing 
for  us. 

■  We  believe  there  is  yet  much  virtue,  much 
juftice,  and  much  publick  fpirit  in  the  Englifh 
nation — To  that  juftice  v/e  now  appeal.  You 
have  been  told  that  we  are  feditious,  impatient 
of  government,   and   defirous  of  independency. 

Be 


Be  affured  that  thefe'are  not  fads,  but  calum- 
nies— Permit  us  to  be  as  free  as  yourfelves,  and 
we  fhall  ever  efleem  a  union  with  you  to  be  our 
greateft  glory  and  our  greateft  happinefs  ;  we 
ihall  ever  be  ready  to  contribute  all  in  our  power 
to  the  welfare  of  the  empire — we  Ihall  confidcr 
your  enemies  as  our  enemies,  and  your  intereft 
as  our  own. 

But  if  you  are  determined  that  your  mini- 
fters  fhall  wantonly  fport  with  the  rights  of  man- 
kind— If  neither  the  voice  of  juftice,  the  didates 
of  the  law,  the  principles  of  the  conflitution,  or 
the  fuggeftions  of  humanity,  can  reftrain  your 
hands  from  (hedding  human  blood  in  fucli  an 
impious  caufe,  we  mufl  then  tell  you  that  we 
never  will  fubmit  to  be  hewers  of  wood  or  draw- 
ers of  water  for  any  miniflry  or  nation  in  the 
world. 

Place  us  in  the  fame  fituation  that  we  were 
at  the  clofe  of  the  laft  war,  and  our  former 
harmony  will  be  reftored. 

But  left  the  fame  fupinenefs  and  the  fame  in- 
attention to  our  common  interefl,  which  you 
have  for  feveral  years  fliev/n,  fhould  continue, 
we  think  it  prudent  to  anticipate  the  confequences. 

By  the  deftruclion  of  the  trade  of  Bofton,  the 
miniflry  have  endeavoured  to  induce  fubmifiion 
to  their  meafures. — The  like  fate  may  befal  us 

all. 
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all,  we  will  endeavour  therefore  to  live  without 
trade,  and  recur  for  fubfiftence  to  the  fertility 
and  bounty  of  our  native  foil,  which  will  afford 
us  all  the  neceffaries  and  fome  of  the  convenien- 
cies  of  life. — We  have  fufpended  our  importation 
from  Great-Britain  and  Ireland  j  and  in  lefs  than 
a  year's  time,  unlefs  our  grievances  fhould  be 
redreffed,  fhall  difcontinue  our  exports  to  thofe 
kingdoms  and  the  Weil-Indies. 

It  is  with  the  utmoft  regret,  however,  that 
we  find  ourfelves  compelled  by  the  over-ruling 
principles  of  felf-prefervation,  to  adopt  meafurcs 
detrimental  in  their  confequences  to  numbers  of 
our  fellow- fubjedts  in  Great-Britain  and  Ireland. 
But  we  hope  that  the  magnanimity  and  juftice 
of  the  Britilh  nation  will  furnifh  a  parliament  of 
fuch  wifdom,  independence  and  publick  fpirit,  as 
may  fave  the  violated  rights  of  the  whole  empire 
from  the  devices  of  wicked  minifters  and  evil 
counfeilors  whether  in  or  out  of  office,  and  there- 
by reftore  that  harmony,  friendfhip  and  fraternal 
affedlion  between  all  the  inhabitants  of  his  maje- 
ily's  kingdoms  and  territories,  fo  ardently  wiilied 
for  by  every  true  and  honeft  American. 


NOTE 
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to  the  INHABITANTS  of  the  COLONIES  of 

New-Hampjhire,  Majfachifetis-Bay^  Rhode-Ijland 
and  Providence  Plantations^  Connecticut^  New-^ 
Tork,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfyhania,  the  Counties 
of  New-Cajile,  Kent  and  Sujfex  on  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina  and  South- 
Carolina', 

Friends  and  Countrymen, 

WEj  the  delegates  appointed  by  the  good 
people  of  thefe  colonies  to  meet  at  Phi- 
ladelphia in  September  lad,  for  the  purpofes 
mentioned  by  our  refpe£tive  conflituents,  have, 
in  purfuance  of  the  truft  repofed  in  us,  af- 
fembled,  and  taken  into  our  moil  ferious  confi- 
deration  the  important  matters  recommended  to 
the  Congrefs.  Our  refolutions  thereupon  will 
be  herewith  communicated  to  you.  But,  as  the 
fituation  of  pubiick  affairs  grows  daily  more  and 
more  alarming;  and  as  it  may  be  more  fatisfac- 
tory  to  you  to  be  informed  by  us  in  a  colleftive 
body,  than  in  any  other  manner,  of  thofe  fenti- 
ments  that  have  been  approved,  upon  a  full  and 
free  difculiion  by  the  reprefentatives  of  fo  great 
a  part  of  America,  we  efteem  ourfelves  obliged 
to  add  this  addrefs  to  thefe  refolutions. 

In  every   cafe  of  oppofition  by  a   people   to 
their  rulers,  or  of  one  (late  to  another,  duty  to 

Almighty 
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Almighty  God,  the  Creator  of  all,  requires  that 
a  true  and  impartial  judgment  be  formed  of  the 
meafures  leading  to  fuch  oppofition ;  and  of  the 
caufes  by  which  it  has  been  provoked,  or  can 
in  any  degree  be  juflified  :  that  neither  affection 
on  the  one  hand,  nor  refentment  on  the  other, 
being  permitted  to  give  a  wrong  bias  to  reafon, 
it  may  be  enabled  to  take  a  difpaffionate  view  of 
all  circumftances,  and  to  fettle  the  pubhck  conduct 
on  the  folid  foundations  of  wifdom  and  juftice. 

From  councils  thus  tempered  arife  the  fureft 
hopes  of  the  Divine  favour,  the  firmed:  encou- 
ragement to  the  parties  engaged,  and  the  (Irongeft 
recommendation  of  their  caufe  to  the  reft  of 
mankind. 

With  minds  deeply  impreffed  by  a  fenfe  of 
thefe  truths,  we  have  diligently,  deliberately  and 
calmly  enquired  into  and  confidered  thofe  exer- 
tions, both  of  the  legiflative  and  executive  power 
of  Great-Britain,  which  have  excited  fo  much 
uneafinefs  in  America,  and  have  with  equal  fide- 
lity and  attention  confidered  the  conduct  of  the 
colonies.  Upon  the  whole,  we  find  ourfelves 
reduced  to  the  difagreeable  alternative  of  being 
filent  and  betraying  the  innocent,  or  of  fpeaking 
out  and  cenfuring  thofe  we  wifii  to  revere. — In 
making  our  choice  of  thefe  diftreffing  difficulties, 
we  prefer  the  courfe  didated  by  honefly,  and  a 
regard  for  the  welfare  of  our  country. 

Soon 
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Soon  after  the  conclufion  of  the  late  war, 
there  commenced  a  memorable  change  in  the 
treatment  of  thefe  colonies.  By  a  ftatute  made 
in  the  fourth  year  of  the  prefent  reign,  a  time 
of  profound   peace,    alleging  '  the    expediency 

*  of  new  provifions  and  regulations  for  extend- 
'  insr  the  commerce  between  Great-Britain  and 

o 

«  his  majefty's  dominions  in  America,  and  the 
«  neceffity  of  raifmg  a  revenue  in  the  faid  domi- 

*  nions  for  defraying  the  expences  of  defending, 
'  protecting,  and  fecuring  the  fame,'  the  com- 
mons of  Great-Britain  undertook  to  give  and 
grant  to  his  majefty  many  rates  and  duties,  to 
be  paid  in  thefe  colonies.  To  enforce  the  ob- 
fervance  of  this  a£l,  it  prefcribes  a  great  num- 
ber of  fevere  penalties  and  forfeitures  ;  and  in 
two  fections  makes  a  remarkable  diftinftion  be- 
tween the  fubjefts  in  Great-Britain  and  thofe  in 
America.  By  the  one,  the  penalties  and  for- 
feitures incurred  there  are  to  be  recovered  in 
any  of  the  King's  courts  of  record  at  Weftmin- 
fler,  or  in  the  court  of  exchequer  in  Scotland  ; 
and  by  the  other,  the  penalties  and  forfeitures 
incurred  here  are  to  be  recovered  in  any  court 
of  record,  or  in  any  court  of  admiralty  or 
vice-admiralty,  at  the  election  of  the  informer  or 
profecutor. 

The   inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies,  confiding 

in   the  juftice   of   Great-Britain,    were   fcarcely 

allowed   fufficient  time  to  receive  and  confider 

this    act,    before   another,    well   known   by   the 

N  n  *    name 
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name  of  the  ilamp-aft,  and  paffed  in  the  fifth 
year  of  this  reign,  engrofled  their  whole  atten^ 
tion.  By  this  flatute  the  Britifli  parliament 
exercifed,  in  the  mofl  explicit  manner,  a  power 
of  taxing  us,  and,  extending  the  jurifdidion  of 
courts  of  admiralty  and  vice-admiralty  in  the 
colonies  to  matters  arifmg  within  the  body  of 
a  county,  direfted  the  numerous  penalties  and 
forfeitures  thereby  inflicled,  to  be  recovered  in 
the  faid  courts. 

In  the  fame  year  a  tax  was  impofed  upon  us 
by  an  aft  eftablifliing  feveral  new  fees  in  the 
cufloms.  In  the  next  year  the  ftamp-acl  was 
repealed  ;  not  becaufe  it  was  founded  in  an  er- 
roneous principle,  but,  as  the  repealing  afl:  re- 
cites, becaufe  '  the  continuance  thereof  would  be 
'  attended  with  many  inconveniencies,  and  might 
'  be  produ6live  of  confequences  greatly  detri- 
-  mental  to  the  commercial  intercll  of  Great- 
'  Britain.' 

In  the  fame  year,  and  by  a  fubfequent  ad, 
it  was  declared,  '  that  his  majefty  in  parlia- 
«  ment,  of  right,  had  power  to  bind  the  people 
<  of  thefe  colonies  by  ftatutes   in    all    cases 

'  ^VHATSOEVER,' 

In  the  fame  year  another  acl  was  paffed  for 
impofmg  rates  and  duties  payable  in  thefe  colo- 
nies. In  this  ftatute  the  commons,  avoiding  the 
terms-  of  giving  and  granting,  '  humbly  befought 

^  his 
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«  kis  majefty  that  it  might  be  enabled/  &c.  But, 
from  a  declaration  in  the  preamble,  that  the  rates 
and  duties  were  *  in  lieu  of*  feveral  others  grant- 
ed by  the  ftatute  firll  before  mentioned  for 
raifmg  a  revenue,  and  from  fome  other  expreffi- 
ons  it  appears,  that  thefe  duties  v/ere  intended 
for  that  purpofe. 

In   the  next   year,    1767,   an  acl   was    made 

*  to  enable  his  majefty  to  put  the  cuftoms  and 
'  other  duties  in  America  under  the  management 

*  of  commiffioners,'  &c.  and  the  King  thereupon 
ereded  the  prefent  expenfive  board  of  commiffi- 
cmers,  for  the  exprefs.  purpofe  of  carrying  into 
execution  the  feveral  acts  relating  to  the  revenue 
and  trade  in  America. 

After  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp-ad,  having 
again  refigned  ourfelves  to  our  ancient  unfufpi- 
cious  affedions  for  the  parent-ftate,  and  anxi- 
ous to  avoid  any  controverfy  with  her,  in  hopes 
of  a  favourable  alteration  in  fentiments  and  mea- 
fures  towards  us,  we  did  not  prefs  our  objections 
againft  the  above-mentioned  fiatutes  made  fubfe- 
quent  to  that  repeal. 

Administration,  attributing  to  trifling  caufes 
a  condudl  that  really  proceeded  from  generous 
motives,  were  encouraged  in  the  fame  year,  1767, 
to  make  a  "-bolder  experiment  on  the  patience 
*€>f  America. 
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By  a  llatute  commonly  called  the  glafs,  paper 
and  tea-aft,  made  fifteen  months  after  the  repeal 
of  the  ftamp-a6t,  the  commons  of  Great-Britain 
refumed  their  former  language,  and  again  under- 
took to  '  give  and  grant  rates  and  duties  to  be 
'  paid  in  thefe  colonies/  for  the  exprefs  purpofe 
of  '  raifing  a  revenue  to  defray  the  charges  of 
'  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  the  fupport  of  civil 
'  government,  and  defending  the  King's  domi- 
'  nions,'  on  this  continent.  The  penalties  and 
forfeitures  incurred  under  this  ftatute,  are  to  be 
recovered  in  the  fame  manner,  with  thofe  menti- 
oned in  the  foregoing  afts. 

To  this  flatute,  fo  naturally  tending  to  difturb 
the  tranquility  then  univerfal  throughout  the 
colonies,  parliament,  in  the  fame  feffion,  added 
another  no  lefs  extraordinary. 

Ever  fmce  the  making  the  prefent  peace, 
a  (landing  army  has  been  kept  in  thefe  colonies. 
From  refpect  for  the  mother-country,  the  inno- 
vation was  not  only  tolerated,  but  the  provincial 
Icgiilatures  generally  made  provifion  for  fupplying 
the  troops. 

The  aflembly  of  the  province  of  New-York, 
having  paifed  an  aft  of  this  kind,  but  differing 
in  fome  articles  from  the  directions  of  the  ad 
of  parhament  made  in  the  fifth  year  of  this  reign, 
the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  in  that  colony  was 
prohibited  by  a  ftatute  made  in  the  feffion  laft 

mentioned. 
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mentioned,  from  making  any  bill,  order,  refolu- 
tion  or  vote,  except  for  adjourning  or  choofing 
a  fpeaker,  until  provifion  fhould  be  made  by  the 
feid  affembly  for  furnifliing  the  troops  within 
that  province,  not  only  with  all  fuch  nf'ceiraries 
as  were  required  by  the  flatute  which  they  were 
charged  with  difobeying,  but  alfo  with  thofe  re- 
quired by  two  other  fubfequent  flatutes,  which 
were  declared  to  be  in  force  until  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  March  1769. 

These  ftatutes  of  the  year  1767  revived  the 
apprehenfions  and  difcontents,  that  had  entirely 
fubfided  on  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp-a61: ;  and, 
amidft  the  jufl  fears  and  jealoufies  thereby  occa- 
lioned,  a  ftatute  was  made  in  the  next  year,  1768, 
to  eftablifh  courts  of  admiralty  and  vice-admi- 
ralty on  a  new  model,  exprefsly  for  the  end  of 
more  effedually  recovering  the  penalties  and 
forfeitures  inflidled  by  a6ts  of  parliament,  fram- 
ed for  the  purpofe  of  raiftng  a  revenue  in  Ame- 
rica,  &c. 

The  immediate  tendency  of  thefe  flatutes  is, 
to  fubvert  the  right  of  having  a  Ihare  in  legif- 
lation,  by  rendering  affemblies  ufelefs  ;  the  right 
of  property,  by  taking  the  money  of  the  colonifts 
without  their  confent ;  the  right  of  trials  by  jury, 
by  fubftituting  in  their  place  trials  in  admi- 
ralty and  vice-admiralty  courts,  where  fmgle 
judges  prefide,  holding  their  commiffions  during 
pleafure  ;   and  unduly  to  influence  the  courts  of 

common 
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common  law,  by  rendering  the  judges   thereof 
totally  dependant  on  the  crown  for  their  falaries. 

Tpiese  ftatutes,  not  to  mention  many  others 
exceedingly  exceptionable,  compared  one  with 
another,  will  be  found,  not  only  to  form  a  re- 
gular fyflem  in  which  every  part  has  great  force, 
but  alfo  a  pertinacious  adherence  to  that  fyftem, 
for  fubjugating  thcfe  colonies  that  are  not,  and 
from  local  circumftances  cannot,  be  reprefented 
in  the  houfe  of  commons,  to  the  uncontrolable 
and  unlimited  power  of  parliament,  in  violation 
of  their  undoubted  rights  and  liberties,  in  con- 
tempt of  their  humble  and  repeated  fupplications. 

This  conduft  mud  appear  equally  aftonifliing 
and  unjuflifiable,  when  it  is  confidered  how  un- 
provoked it  has  been  by  any  behaviour  of  theie 
colonies.  From  their  firfi;  fcttlement  their  bit- 
tereft  enemies  never  fixed  on  any  of  them  a 
charge  of  difloyalty  to  their  fovereign,  or  dif- 
aifeclion  to  their  mother-country.  In  the  wars 
file  has  carried  on,  they  have  exerted  themfelves 
whenever  required,  in  giving  her  affiftance  ;  and 
have  rendered  her  fervices,  which  fhe  has  publick- 
ly  acknowledged  to  be  extremely  important. 
Their  fidelity,  duty  and  ufcfulnefs,  during  the 
lafl  war,  were  frequently  and  aiieftionately  con- 
feffed  by  his  late  majefty  ^nd  the  prefent  King. 

The   reproaches  of  thofe  who  are   moft  un- 
friendly to  the  freedom  of  America,  are  princi- 
pally 
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pally  levelled  againfl  the  province  of  MafTachu- 
fetts-Bay  ;  but  with  what  little  reafon  vrill  appear 
by  the  following  declarations  of  a  perfon,  the 
truth  of  whofe  evidence,  in  their  favour,  will  not 
be  queftioned — Governor  Bernard  thus  addrelTes 
the  two  houfes  of  afiembly,  in  his  fpeech  on  the 
24th  of  April  1762, — *  The  unanimity  and  dif- 
'  patch,  with  which  you  have  complied  with  the 
'  requifitions  of  his  majefty,  require  my  particu- 

*  lar  acknowledgment.  And  it  gives  me  additi- 
^  onal  pleafure  to  obferve,  that  you  have  therein 
'  acted  under  no  other  influence  than  a  due  fenfe 

*  of  your  duty,  both  as  members  of  a  general 
'  empire,  and  as  the  body  of  a  particular  pro- 
'  vince.' 

In  another  fpeech,  on  the  27th  of  May,  in 
'  the  fame  vear,  he  favs. — *  Whatever  fhali  be 
'  the  event  of  the  war,  it  muft  be  no  fmall  fatis- 
'  fadion  to  us,  that  this  province  hath  contribut- 
'  ed  its  full  fhare  to  the  fupport  of  it.  Every 
<=  thing  that  hath  been  required  of  it  hath  been 
'  complied  with  ;  and  the  execution  of  the  pawners 
'  committed  to  me,  for  raifmg  the  provincial 
'  troops,  hath  been  as  full  and  complete  as   the 

*  grant  of  them.  Never  before  were  regiments 
'  fo  eafily  levied,  fo  well  compofed,  and  fo  early 
'in  the  field  as  they /have  been  this  year;   the 

*  common  people   feemed  to  be  animated   with 

*  the  fpirit  of  the  general  court,  and  to  vie  with 
'  them  in  their  readinefs  to  ferve  the  King.' 
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Such  was  the  condud  of  the  people  of  the 
Maffachufetts-Bay,  during  the  lafb  war.  As  to 
their  behaviour  before  that  period,  it  ought  not 
to  have  been  forgot  in  Great-Britain,  that  not 
only  on  every  occafion  they  had  conflantly  and 
cheerfully  complied  with  the  frequent  royal  re- 
quifitions — but  that  chiefly  by  their  vigorous 
efforts,  Nova-Scotia  was  fubdued  in  1710,  and 
Louifbourg  in  1745. 

Foreign  quarrels  being  ended,  and  the  do- 
meftick  diflurbances  that  quickly  fucceeded  on 
account  of  the  ftamp-aft,  being  quieted  by  its 
repeal,  the  aflembly  of  MalTachufetts-Bay  tranf- 
mitted  an  humble  addrefs  of  thanks  to  the  King 
and  divers  noblemen,  and  foon  after  paffed  a 
bill  for  granting  compenfation  to  the  fufferers  in 
the  diforder  occafioned  by  that  a6t. 

These  circumftances,  and  the  following  ex- 
tracts from  governor  Bernard's  letters  in  J768, 
to  the  earl  of  Shelburne,  fecretary  of  ftate, 
clearly  fhew,  with  what  grateful  tendernefs  they 
ftrove  to  bury  in  oblivion  the  unhappy  occa- 
fion of  the  late  difcords,  and  with  what  re- 
fpe(^:ful  deference  they  endeavoured  to  efcape 
other  fubjeds  of  future  controverfy.  '  The  houfe,' 
fays  the  governor,  '  from  the  time  of  opening 
'  the  feffion  to  this  day,  has  fliewn  a  difpofition 
'  to  avoid  all  difpute  with  me  ;  every  thing  hav- 
'  ing  paffed  with  as  much  good  humour  as  I 
'  could  defire,  except  only  their  continuing  to 

'aa 
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«  2iB:  in  addreffing  the  King,  remonftrating  to  the 

*  fecretary  of  ftate,  and  employing  a  feparate 
'  agent.  It  is  the  importance  of  this  innovation, 
'  without  any  wilfulnefs  of  my  own,  which  in- 
'  duces  me  to  make  this  remonftrance  at  a  time 
'  when  I  have  a  fair  profped  of  having,  in  all 

*  other  bufmefs,  nothing  but  good  to  fay  of  the 
'  proceedings  of  the  houfe.'* 

'  They  have  aded  in  all  things,  even  in  their 

*  remonftrance,  with  temper  and  moderation ;  they 
'  have  avoided  fome  fubjeds  of  difpute,  and  have 

*  laid  a  foundation  for  removing  fome  caufes  of 
'  former  altercation.' J 

'  I  SHALL  malce  fuch  a  prudent  and  proper  ufe 

*  of  this  letter  as,  I  hope,  will  perfectly  reftore 
'  the  peace  and  tranquility  of  this  province,  for 
«  which  purpofe  confiderable  fteps  have  been  made 
'  by  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives.'^ 

The  vindication  of  the  province  of  Maflfachu- 
fetts-Bay,  contained  in  thefe  letters,  will  have 
greater  force,  if  it  be  considered,  that  they  were 
written  federal  months  after  the  freih  alarm, 
given  to  the  colonies  by  the  ftatutes  paiTed  in  the 
preceding  year. 

In  this  place  it  feems  proper  to  take  notice  of 

the  infinuation  in  one  of  thefe  ftatutes,   that  the 

interference  of  parliament  was  nticefiary  to  pro- 

O  o  vide 

*  January  si,  176S.    t  January  30,  i76i?.    ^  Feb.   2,  1768. 
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vide  for  '  defraying  the  charge  of  the  admini- 
'  ftration  of  juftice,  the  fupport  of  civil  govern- 
«  ment,  and  defending  the  King's  dominions  in 
'  America.' 

As  to  the  tviro  firft  articles  of  expence,  every 
colony  had  made  fuch  provifion,  as  by  their  re- 
fpeftive  affemblies,  the  bed  judges  on  fuch  occa- 
fions,  was  thought  expedient,  and  fuitable  to 
their  feveral  circumflances.  Refpecting  the  laft, 
it  is  well  known  to  all  men  the  leaft  acquainted 
with  American  affairs,  that  the  colonies  were  efta- 
blifhed,  and  have  generally  defended  themfelves, 
without  the  leaft  afllftance  from  Great-Britain; 
and,  that  at  the  time  of  her  taxing  them  by  the 
ftatutes  before  mentioned,  moft  of  them  were 
labouring  under  very  heavy  debts  contradled  in 
the  laft  war.  So  far  were  they  from  fparing  their 
money,  when  their  fovereign,  conftitutionally, 
afked  their  aids,  that,  during  the  courfe  of  that 
war,  parliament  repeatedly  made  them  compen- 
fations  for  the  expences  of  thofe  ftrenuous  efforts, 
which,  confulting  their  zeal  rather  than  their 
ftrength,  they  had  cheerfully  incurred. 

Severe  as  the  acls  of  parliament  before-men- 
tioned are,  yet  the  condud  of  adminiftration  has 
been  equally  injurious,  and  irritating  to  this 
devoted  country. 

Under  pretence  of  governing  them,  fo  many 
new  inftitutionsj   uniformly  rigid  and  dangerous, 

have 
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have  been  introduced,,  as  could  only  be  expected 
from  incenfed  mafters,  for  collefting  the  tribute^ 
or  rather  the  plunder,  of  conquered  provinces. 

By  an  order  of  the  King,  the  authority  of  the 
commander  in  chief,  and  under  him  of  the  bri- 
gadiers general,  in  time  of  peace,  is  rendered  fu- 
preme  in  all  the  civil  governments  in  America ; 
and  thus  an  uncontrolable  military  power  is 
vefted  in  officers  not  known  to  the  conftitution 
of  thefe  colonies. 

A  LARGE  body  of  troops,  and  a  confiderable 
armament  of  fhips  of  war,  have  been  fent  to  af- 
fift  in  taking  their  money  without  their  confent. 

Expensive  and  oppreffive  offices  have  been 
multiplied,  and  the  afts  of  corruption  induftri- 
oufly  praftifed  to  divide  and  deftroy. 

The  judges  of  the  Admiralty  and  Vice-Admi- 
ralty courts  are  empowered  to  receive  their  fala- 
ries  and  fees  from  the  elFedls  to  be  condemned 
by  themfelves. 

The  commiffioners  of  the  cuftoms  are  empow- 
cred  to  break  open  and  enter  houfes  v/ithout 
the  authority  of  any  civil  magiftrate  founded  on 
legal  information. 

Judges  of  courts  of  common  law  have  been 

made 
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made  entirely  dependant  on  the  crown  for  their 
commillions  and  falarieg. 

A  COURT  has  been  eftablifhed  at  Rhode-Ifland, 
for  the  purpofe  of  taking  colonifts  to  England  to 
be  tried. 

Humble  and  reafonable  petitions  from  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  people  have  been  fre- 
quently treated  with  contempt ;  and  affemblies 
have  been  repeatedly  and  arbitrarily  diffolved. 

From  fome  few  inftances  it  will  fufficiently 
appear  on  what  pretences  of  juftice  thofe  diflb-. 
liitioiis  have  been  founded. 

The  tranquility  of  the  colonies  having  been 
again  difturbed,  as  has  been  mentioned,  by  the 
ftatutes  of  the  year  1767,  the  earl  of  Hillfbo- 
rou?h,  fecretarv  of  (late,  in  a  letter  to  g-overnor 
Bernard,  dated  April  22,  1768,  cenfures  the 
'  prcfumption'  of  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  for 
'  refolving  upon  a  nieafure  of  io  inflammatory  a 
'  nature  as  that  of  writing  to  the  other  colonies, 
'  on  the  fubjed  of  their  intended  reprcfentations 
'  againfl  fome  late  acts  of  parliament/  then  de- 
clares that  '  his  majefly  confiders  this  ftep  as 
'  evidently  tending  to  create  unwarrantable  com- 
«  binations,  to  excite  an  unjuflifiable  oppofition  to 
^  the  conftitutional  authority  of  parliament' — 
and  afterwards  adds, — '  It  is  the  King's  pleafure, 
?  that  as  foon  as  the  general   court  is  again  af- 

*  fembled. 
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«  fembled,  at  the  time  prefcribed  by  the  charter, 
^  you  fliould  require  of  the  houfe  of  reprefenta- 
"  tives,  in  his  majefty's  name,  to  refcind  the  re- 

*  folution  which  gave  birth  to  the  circular  letter 
'  from  the  fpeaker,  and  to  declare  their  difappro- 
'  bation  of,   and  diffent  to,  that  rafh  and  hafty 

*  proceeding.' 

'  If  the  new  affembly  fhould  refufe  to  comply 
'  with  his  majefty's  reafonable  expectation,  it  is 

*  the  King's  pleafure  that  you  fliould  immediately 
«  diflblve  them.' 

This  letter  being  laid  before  the  houfe,  and 
the  refolution  not  being  refcinded  according  to 
the  order,  the  affembly  was  diffolved.  A  letter 
of  a  fimilar  nature  was  fent  to  other  governors 
to  procure  refolutions,  approving  the  conduQ:  of 
the  reprefentatives  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  to  be 
refcinded  alfo  ;  and  the  houfes  of  reprefentatives 
in  other  colonies  refufing  to  comply,  affembhes 
were  diffolved. 

These  mandates  fpoke  a  language,  to  which 
the  ears  of  Englifli  fubje6ls  had  for  feveral  ge- 
nerations been  flrangers.  The  nature  of  affem- 
blies  impUes  a  power  and  right  of  deliberation  ; 
but  thefe  commands,  profcribing  the  exercife  of 
judgment  on  the  propriety  of  the  requifitions 
made,  left  to  the  affemblies  only  the  eledion 
between  dictated  fubmiffioii  and  threatened  pu- 
nifhment :    a  punifliment   too,  founded   on    no 

other 
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other  act,  than  fuch  as  is  deemed  innocent  even 
in  flaves — of  agreeing  in  petitions  for  redrcfs  of 
grievances,  that  equally  afFe6t  all. 

The  hoftile  and  unjuftifiable  invafion  of  the 
town  of  Bofton  foon  followed  thefe  events  in 
the  fame  year  ;  though  that  town,  the  province 
in  which  it  is  fituated,  and  all  the  colonies,  from 
abhorrence  of  a  conteft  with  their  parent-ftate, 
permitted  the  execution  even  of  thofe  ftatutes, 
againft  which  they  fo  unanimoufly  were  com- 
plaining, remonftrating  and  fupplicating. 

Administration,  determined  to  fubduc  a 
fpirit  of  freedom,  which  Englifh  minifters  Ihould 
have  rejoiced  to  cherifli,  entered  into  a  monopo- 
lizing combination  with  the  Eaft-India  company, 
to  fend  to  this  continent  vaft  quantities  of  tea, 
an  article  on  which  a  duty  was  laid  by  a  ftatute, 
that,  in  a  particular  manner,  attacked  the  liber- 
ties of  America,  and  which  therefore  the  inhabi- 
tants of  thefe  colonies  had  refolved  not  to  import. 
I'he  cargo  fent  to  South-Carolina  was  florcd,  and 
not  allowed  to  be  fold.  Thofe  fent  to  Philadel- 
phia and  New- York  were  not  permitted  to  be 
landed.  That  fent  to  Bodon  was  deftroyed,  be- 
caufe  governor  Hutchinfon  would  not  fuiTer  it  to 
be  returned. 

On  the  intelligence  of  thefe  tranfaftions  ar- 
riving in  Great-Britain,  the  publick  fpirited  town 
laft  mentioned  was  fmgled  out  for  deflrudion, 

and 
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and  it  was  determined,  the  province  it  belongs 
to  fhould  partake  of  its  fate.  In  the  laft  feffion 
of  parliament,  therefore,  were  pafled  the  afts  for 
fliutting  up  the  port  of  Bofton,  indemnifying  the 
murderers  of  the  inhabitants  of  Maffachufetts- 
Bay,  and  changing  their  chartered  conftitution  of 
government.  To  enforce  thefe  ads,  that  pro- 
vince is  again  invaded  by  a  fleet  and  army. 

To  mention  thefe  outrageous  proceedings,  is 
fufficient  to  explain  them.  For  though  it  is  pre- 
tended, that  the  province  of  Maflachufetts-Bay 
has  been  particularly  difrefpedtful  to  Great-Bri- 
tain, yet  in  truth  the  behaviour  of  the  people,  in 
other  colonies,  has  been  an  equal  '  oppofition  to 
*  the  power  aflu me d  by  parliament.'  No  ftep, 
however,  has  been  taken  againft  any  of  the  reft. 
This  artful  condud  conceals  feveral  defigns.  It 
is  expedled  that  the  province  of  Maffachufetts- 
Bay  will  be  irritated  into  fome  violent  adion, 
that  may  difpleafe  the  reft  of  the  continent,  or 
that  may  induce  the  people  of  Great-Britain  to 
approve  the  meditated  vengeance  of  an  imprudent 
and  exafperated  miniftry. 

If  the  unexampled  pacifick  temper  of  that 
province  ftiall  difappoint  this  part  of  the  plan, 
it  is  hoped  the  other  colonies  will  be  fo  far  inti- 
midated as  to  defert  their  brethren,  fuffering 
in  a  common  caufe,  and  that  thus  difunited  all 
may  be  fubdued. 

To 
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To  promote  thefe  defigns,  another  meafurc 
has  been  purfued.  In  the  feffion  of  parliament 
laft  mentioned,  an  a£l  was  pafled  for  changing 
the  government  of  Quebec,  by  which  a6l  the 
Roman  Catholick  rehgion,  inftead  of  being  to- 
lerated,  as  ftipulated  by  the  treaty  of  peace,  is 
eftablifhed  ;  and  the  people  there  are  deprived 
of  the  right  to  an  aflembly,  trials  by  jury  and  the 
Englifli  laws  in  civil  cafes  are  abolillied,  and,  in- 
ftead thereof,  the  French  laws  are  eftabliflied,  in 
direct  violation  of  his  majefty's  promife  by  his 
royal  proclamation,  under  the  faith  of  which 
many  Englifh  fubjecls  fettled  in  that  province ; 
and  the  limits  of  that  province  are  extended  fo 
as  to  comprehend  thofe  vaft  regions  that  lie 
adjoining  to  the  northerly  and  weflerly  bound- 
aries of  thefe  colonies. 

The  authors  of  this  arbitrary  arrangement 
flatter  themfelves,  that  the  inhabitants,  deprived 
of  liberty,  and  artfully  provoked  againit  thofe  of 
another  religion,  will  be  proper  inftruments  for 
affifting  in  the  oppreffion  of  fuch  as  difier  from 
them  in  modes  of  government  and.  faith* 

From  the  detail  of  fa6ls  herein  before  re- 
cited, as  well  as  from  authentick  intelligence 
received,  it  is  clear  beyond  a  doubt,  that  a  refo- 
lution  is  formed,  and  is  now  carrying  into  exe- 
cution, to  extinguifli  the  freedom  of  thefe  colo- 
nies, by  fubjecting  them  to  a  dcfpotick  govern- 
ment. 

At 


At  this  unhappy  period  we  have  been  autho- 
rized and  direded  to  meet  and  confult  together 
for  the  welfare  of  our  common  country.  We 
accepted  the  important  trufl  with  diffidence,  but 
have  endeavoured  to  difcharge  it  with  integrity. 
Though  the  flate  of  thefe  colonies  would  cer- 
tainly juftify  other  meafures  than  we  have  ad- 
vifed,  yet  weighty  reafons  determined  us  to  pre- 
fer thofe  which  we  have  adopted.  In  the  firft 
place  it  appeared  to  us  a  conduct  becoming  the 
character  thefe  colonies  have  ever  fuftained,  to 
perform,  even  in  the  midft  of  the  unnatural 
diftrefles  and  imminent  dangers  that  furround 
them,  every  act  of  loyalty ;  and  therefore  Vv^e 
were  induced  to  offer  once  more  to  his  majefly 
the  petitions  of  his  faithful  and  opprelfed  fub- 
jefts  in  America.  Secondly,  regarding,  with 
the  tender  affedtion  which  we  knew  to  be  fo  uni- 
verfal  among  our  countrymen,  the  people  of  the 
kingdom  from  which  we  derive  our  origin,  we 
could  not  forbear  to  regulate  our  fleps  by  an 
cxpedation  of  receiving  full  convidion,  that  the 
colonifts  are  equally  dear  to  them.  Between 
thefe  provinces  and  that  body  fubfilts  the  fecial 
band,  which  we  ardently  wiih  may  never  be  dif- 
folved,  and  which  cannot  be  dilfolved  until  their 
minds  (hall  become  indifputably  hoftile,  or  their 
inattention  fhall  permit  thofe  who  are  thus  hof- 
tile  to  perfiil  in  profecuring,  with  the  powers  of 
the  realm,  the  deftruclive  meafures  already  ope- 
rating againft  the  colonifts  j  and  in  either  cafe 
ihall  reduce  the  latter  to  fuch  a  fituation,  that 
P  p  they 
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they  fhall  be  compelled  to  renounce  every  regard, 
but  that  of  felf-prefervation.  Notwithftanding 
the  vehemence  with  which  affairs  have  been  im- 
pelled, they  have  not  yet  reached  that  fatal  point. 
"We  do  not  incline  to  accelerate  their  motion, 
already  alarmingly  rapid  ;  we  have  chofen  a  me- 
thod of  oppofition  that  does  not  preclude  a  hearty 
reconciliation  with  our  fellow-eitizens  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  Atlantic.  We  deeply  deplore 
the  urgent  neceffity  that  preffes  us  to  an  immedi- 
ate interruption  of  commerce,  that  may  prove 
injurious  to  them.  We  truft  they  will  acquit  us 
of  any  unkind  intentions  towards  them,  by  re- 
fleding  that  we  fubjed  ourfelves  to  fimilar  incon- 
veniencies  ;  that  we  are  driven  by  the  hands  of 
violence  into  unexperienced  and  unexpeded  pub- 
lick  convulfions,  and  that  we  are  contending  for 
freedom  fo  often  contended  for  by  our  anceftor*. 

The  people  of  England  will  foon  have  an 
opportunity  of  declaring  their  fentiments  con- 
cerning our  caufe.  In  their  piety,  generofity 
and  good  fenfe,  we  repofe  high  confidence  ;  and 
cannot,  upon  a  review  of  paft  events,  be  perfuad- 
ed,  that  they,  the  defenders  of  true  religion,  and 
the  aflertors  of  the  rights  of  mankind,  will  take 
part  againft  their  affedionate  Proteftant  brethren 
in  the  colonies,  in  favour  of  our  open  and  their 
own  fecret  enemies,  whofe  intrigues,  for  feveral 
years  paft,  have  been  wholly  exercifed  in  fapping 
the  foundations  of  civil  and  religious  liberty. 

Anothei^ 
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Another  reafon  that  engaged  us  to  prefer 
the  commercial  mode  of  oppofition,  arofe  from 
an  affurance  that  this  mode  will  prove  efficacious 
if  it  be  perfifled  in  with  fidelity  and  virtue  ;  and 
that  your  condud  will  be  influenced  by  thefe 
laudable  principles,  cannot  be  queftioned.  Your 
own  falvation,  and  that  of  your  pofterity,  now 
depends  upon  yourfelves.  You  have  already 
fhewn  that  you  entertain  a  proper  fenfe  of  the 
bleflings  you  are  ftriving  to  retain.  Againfl  the 
temporary  inconveniencies  you  may  fuffer  from 
a  ftoppage  of  trade,  you  will  weigh  in  the  oppo- 
lite  balance,  the  endlefs  miferies  you  and  your 
defcendants  muft  endure  from  an  eflablifhed  ar- 
bitrary power.  You  will  not  forget  the  honour 
of  your  country,  that  muft,  from  your  behaviour, 
take  its  title  in  the  eftimation  of  the  world,  to 
glory,  or  to  Ihame  ;  and  you  will,  with  the  deepefl; 
attention,  refled,  that,  if  the  peaceable  mode  of 
oppofition  recommended  by  us  be  broken  and 
rendered  ineffeftual,  as  your  cruel  and  haughty 
minifterial  enemies,  from  a  contemptuous  opinion 
of  your  firmnefs,  infolently  predid  will  be  the 
cafe,  you  muft  inevitably  be  reduced  to  choofe, 
either  a  more, dangerous  conteft,  or  a  final,  ruin- 
ous and  infamous  fubmiflion. 

V  Motives  thus  cogent,  arifing  from  the  emer- 
gency of  your  unhappy  condition,  muft  excite 
your  utmoft  diligence  and  zeal  to  give  all  poffible 
ftrength  and  energy  to  the  pacifick  meafures 
calculated  for  your  relief  j   but  we  think  our- 

felves 
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feives  bound  in  duty  to  obferve  to  you,  that  the 
fchemes  agitated  againft  thefe  colonies  have  been 
fo  conduced,  as  to  render  it  prudent  that  you 
fliould  extend  your  views  to  mournful  events, 
and  be  in  all  refpefls  prepared  for  every  contin- 
gency. Above  all  things  we  earneflly  entreat  you, 
with  devotion  of  fpirit,  penitence  of  heart,  and 
amendment  of  life,  to  humble  yourfelves,  and 
implore  the  favour  of  Almighty  God  :  and  we 
fervently  befeech  his  Divine  Goodnefs  to  take  you 
into  his  gracious  prote(5lion  ! 


NOTE       IX.      Page     6o. 

The  addrefs  of  the  general  committee  of  Charkjion, 
to  the  governor  of  the  province  of  South-Carolina* 

In  general  committee,  Septeniber  29,   1775. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

T  is  with  great  concern  we  find  that,  for  fomc 
days  pafl,  your  excellency  has  been  pleafed  to 
withdravv^  yourfelf  from  Charlefton,  the  feat  of 
your  government,  and  have  retired  on  board  the 
King's  {hip.  The  inconveniencies  which  muft 
unavoidably  arife  to  the  people,  deprived,  by  this 
flep,  of  that  accefs  to  your  excellency,  which  is 
abfolutely  neceffary  for  tranfading  publick  affairs, 
is  apparent ;  and  we  fubmit  to  your  excellency's 
confideration,  whether  the  retirement  of  our 
governor  to  a  King's  fliip,  in  this  time  of  general 
difquietude,  when  the  minds  of  the  people  are 

filled 
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filled  with  the  greateft  apprehenfions  for  their 
fafety,  may  not  encreafe  their  alarm,  and  excite 
jealoufies  of  fome  premeditated  defign  againfl 
them.  We  therefore  entreat,  that  your  excel- 
lency will  return  to  Charlefton,  the  ufual  place  of 
refidence  of  the  governor  of  South-Carolina  ; 
and  your  excellency  may  be  affured,  that  whilft, 
agreeable  to  your  repeated  and  folemn  declara- 
tions, your  excellency  fliall  take  no  adive  part 
againfl  the  good  people  of  this  colony,  in  the 
prefent  arduous  ftruggle  for  the  prefervation  of 
their  civil  liberties,  we  will,  to  the  utmoft  of  our 
power,  fecure  to  your  excellency  that  fafety  and 
refped  for  your  perfon  and  chara£ler,  which  the 
inhabitants  of  Carolina  have  ever  wiflied  to  fliew 
$0  the  reprefentative  of  their  fovereign. 

By  order  of  the  general  committee, 

Henry  Laurens,    Chairman. 

To  lord  William  Campbell,  governor 
and  commander  in  chief,  in  and  over 
his  majefty*s  province  of  South-Caro- 
lina, &c.  on  board  his  majefly's  Hoop 
Tamer,  in  Rebellion-Road. 

His  Excellency's  Answer. 

Tamer,  RebeUion-Road,  September  30. 

Sir, 

I  HAVE  received  a  meflage,   figned  by  you, 
frpm  a  fet  of  people  who  ftyle  themfelves  a  Ge- 
neral 
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iieral  Committee.  The  prefumptlon  of  fuch  an 
addrefs  from  a  body  alTembled  by  no  legal  autho- 
rity, and  whom  I  mufl  confider  as  in  aftual  and 
open  rebellion  againft  their  fovereign,  can  only 
be  equalled  by  the  outrages  which  obliged  me  to 
take  refuge  on  board  the  King's  fhips  in  the  har- 
bour. It  defervcs  no  anfwer,  nor  Ihould  I  have 
given  it  any,  but  to  mark  the  hardinefs  with 
which  you  have  advanced,  that  I  could  fo  far 
forget  my  duty  to  my  fovereign  and  my  country, 
as  to  promife  I  would  take  no  adive  part  in 
bringing  the  fubverters  of  our  glorious  conftitu- 
tion,  and  the  real  liberties  of  the  people,  to  a  fenfe 
of  their  duty.  The  unmanly  arts  that  have  al- 
ready been  ufed  to  prejudice  me  in  the  general 
opinion,  may  ftill  be  employed  by  that  committee. 
But  I  never  will  return  to  Charlefton  till  I  can 
fupport  the  King's  authority,  and  proted  his  faith- 
ful and  loyal  fubjedls.  Whenever  the  people  of 
this  province  will  put  it  in  my  power  to  render 
them  eflential  fervice,  I  will,  with  pleafure,  em- 
brace the  opportunity,  and  think  it  a  very  happy 
one. 

I  am. 

Sir, 

Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

William  Campbell, 
To  Henry  Laurens,  efq. 


NOTE 


NOTE       X.       Page     68. 

By  the  honourable  William-Henry  Drayton^  efq, 
A      DECLARATION. 

WHEREAS  the  liberties  of  America  be- 
ing treacheroufly  and  cruelly  violated, 
by  an  abandoned  adminiftration  in  Great-Britain, 
furrounding  the  throne,  and  deceiving  majefty, 
•for  their  own  corrupt  purpofes,  thirteen  Ameri- 
can colonies,  including  New-Hampfliire  to  the 
north,  and  Georgia  to  the  fouth,  virtuoufly,  glo- 
rioufly,  (thanks  to  the  Lord  of  Hofts !)  fuccefs- 
fully  are  confederated,  at  the  hazard  of  their 
lives  and  fortunes,  to  wrefl:  from  the  hands  of 
traitors  tbofe  invaluables  which  they  had  ravifhed 
from  them,  and  which  the  Americans  have  en- 
deavoured to  recover  by  every  peaceable  mode 
of  application. 

And  whereas  the  tools  of  adminiftration  have 
encouraged  certain  inhabitants  of  this  colony  to 
attempt,  by  every  practicable  meafure,  to  oppofc 
and  to  counterad  the  virtuous  efforts  of  Ameri- 
ca 5  thefe  inhabitants,  men  of  low  degree  among 
us,  though  of  eminence  in  this  country  ;  men  to- 
tally illiterate,  though  of  common  natural  parts ; 
men  endeavouring,  at  this  calamitous  time,  to 
rife  in  the  world,  by  mifleading  their  honeft 
neighbours  ;  men  who  are  by  his  excellency  the 
governor  promifed   to    be   amply   rewarded   for 

fuch 
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fucli  an  infamous  condu6l :  thefe  men  knowingly 
deceive  their  neighbours,  and  wickedly  felling 
their  country,  have  pradifed  every  art,  fraud 
and  mifreprefentation,  to  raife  in  this  province 
an  oppofition  to  the  voice  of  America :— to  op- 
pofe  this  hellifh  plan,  the  honourable  the  council 
of  fafety  for  this  colony  commiflioned  the  reve- 
rend William  Tennet  and  myfelf  to  make  a  pro- 
grefs  through  the  difturbed  parts  of  this  colony^ 
'  to  explain  to  the  people  at  large  the  nature  of 
'  the  unhappy  difputes  between  Great-Britain  and 
*  the  American  colonies  ;'  thoufands  heard  and 
believed  us  ;  they  owned  their  full  conviction  ; 
they  exprefled  their  concern  that  they  had  been 
mifled  ;  and  they  mod  fmcerely  acceded  to  the 
alfociation  formed  by  the  authority  of  our  late 
Congrefs.  Such  a  proceeding  did  not  accord 
with  the  defigns  of  thefe  men,  batrayers  of  their 
country,  or  the  wiflics  of  his  excellency  the 
governor,  v/ho  by  letters  inftigated  them  ta 
flrengthen  their  party.  To  prevent  a  further  de- 
fedion,  the  leaders  of  the  party  refolved,  by  the 
din  of  arms,  to  drown  the  voice  of  reafon.  For 
fuch  an  infernal  purpofe,  by  the  inftigation  of 
Mofes  Kirkland,  on  or  about  the  29th  of  Augufl 
laft,  men  did  actually  aifcmble  in  arms,  and  with 
hoflile  intentions.  My  immediately  alTembling, 
and  marching  v/ith  a  part  of  the  militia,  caufed 
thefe  men  to  difperfc  ;  but  nov/,  other  leaders, 
of  the  fame  malignant  party,  correfpondents  of 
his  excellency  the  governor,  have  affembled  men. 
in  arms,  on  the  north  fide  of  Saludy  river,  who 

are 


are  now  a£lually  encamped  at  a  charge  and  ex- 
pence  which  his  excellency  the  governor  has  pro- 
mifed  to  repay  ;  and  thefe  men  threaten  to  attack 
the  troops  under  ray  orders.  Wherefore,  to 
prevent  the,  effufion  of  civil  bloodfhed,  I  think 
it  my  duty  to  iffue  this  declaration,  in  order  that 
I  may  leave  no  moderate  ftep  untried  to  recover 
a  few  of  our  unhappy  countrymen  from  thefe 
delufions,  by  which  they  have  been  drawn  on  to 
lift  their  arms  againft  their  injured  country,  glo- 
rioufly  ftruggling  to  enjoy  the  rights  of  mankind. 

And  whereas  his  excellency  the  governor  has 
ifTued  private  diredions,  that  all  magi  Urates  and 
militia  officers  be  required  to  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance,  under  penalty  of  difmiffion  from  their 
feveral  flations,  I  do  hereby  declare,  that,  in 
point  of  law,  his  excellency  has  no  authority  to 
make  fuch  requifition  from  perfons  who  have  al- 
ready fworn  according  to  law,  when  they  were 
invefted  in  offices,  civil  or  military  ;  and  that  it 
IS  not  only  highly  unbecoming  in  his  majefty's 
reprefentative,  to  threaten  his  majefty's  loyal 
fubjeds,  in  order  to  induce  them  to  do  things 
not  warranted  in  law,  but  fuch  a  conduct  is  of 
a  moft  deftructive  tendency  to  the  good  of  the 
King's  real  fervice,  inafmuch  as  it  tends  to  con- 
vince the  people'  that  his  majefty's  fervants  in 
high  truft,  in  America,  as  well  as  Britain,  equal- 
ly confpire  to  adb  without  authority  in  lav/,  to  the 
deftrudion  of  their  juft  rights  and  privileges. 

Q^q  And 
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And  whereas  the  leaders  of  our  unhappy  and  de- 
ceived countrymen,  now  afl'embled  in  arms  againft: 
the  liberties  of  America,  have  drawn  them  into 
this  dangerous  and  difgraceful  fituation,  by  fill- 
ing their  minds  with  fears  and  apprehenfions  that 
their  lives  and  properties  are  in  danger,  from  the 
defigns  of  the  Congrefs,  the  honourable  the 
council  of  fafety,  the  general  committee,  and  the 
troops  under  my  orders,  becaufe  they,  our  faid 
countrymen,  have  not  acceded  to  our  affociation  : 
wherefore,  to  remove  all  fuch  ill-founded  appre- 
henfions, in  the  name  of,  and  by  the  authority 
vefted  in  me  by  the  honourable  the  council  of 
fafety,  I  folemnly  declare,  that  all  fuch  apprehen- 
fions are  adtually  groundlefs  j  and  I  alfo  declare, 
in  the  name  of  the  council  of  fafety,  that  our 
faid  unhappy  and  deceived  countrymen  may,  in 
perfect  fafety  of  their  lives,  perfons  and  property, 
repair  to,  and  continue  to  dwell  and  abide  at 
home,   fo   long  as  they   fliall  choofe  to   behave 

peaceably. We  fhudder  even  at  the   idea  of 

diftreffing  them  in  any  fliape ;  we  abhor  the  idea 
of  compelling  any  perfon  to  alfociate  with  us ; 
we  only  with  forrow  declare,  that  any  perfon 
who  will  not  affociate  with,  and  aid  and  comfort 
us,  in  this  arduous  flruggle  for  our  liberties, 
cannot  by  us  be  confidered  as  friendly  to  us  ; 
and,  therefore,  that  we  cannot  aid  and  comfort 
fuch  perfon,  by  holding  that  intercourfe  and  com- 
munication with  fuch  perfon  as  is  ufually  held 
between  frien-ds. 


A: 
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And  thus  having,  in  the  name  of  this  colony, 
declared  the  terms  upon  which  peace  and  fafety 
may  be  had  and  enjoyed  by  our  unfortunate 
countrymen  as  aforefaid,  it  is  my  duty  alfo  to 
declare,  that  I  Ihall  march  and  attack,  as  publick 
enemies,  all  and  every  perfon  in  arms,  or  to  be 
in  arms,  in  this  part  of  the  colony,  in  oppofition 
to  the  meafures  of  Congrefs;  and  having,  with 
tlife*  utmoft  patience  and  induftry,  gently  endea- 
voured to  perfuade  men  to  a  peaceable  condudt, 
I  now  {hall,  with  equal  patience  and  induftry,  pro- 
fecute  military  meafures  with  the  utmoft  rigour; 
and  I  make  no  doubt  but  that,  with  the  affift- 
ance  of  the  Almighty, — witnefs  our  endeavours 
to  avert  the  calamities  of  war — we  fliall  fpeedily 
obtain — the  wilh  of  every  virtuous  American- 
peace,  fafety,  and  fecurity  to  our  rights* 

Given  under  may  hand,  this  13th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1775,  ^^  camp,  near  Ninety-Six. 

William-Henry  Drayton- 


N  O  T  E 


(     3oS     ) 
NOTE       XL      Page     68. 

A  treaty  entered  Into  between  the  honourable  WiU 
llam-Henry  Drayton^  efq.  of  the  one  part,  in  be- 
half of  the  congrefs  of  South^Carolina,  and  the 
favourers  of  royal  government  of  the  other, 

"^"T  THERE  AS  mifunderftandings  but  too 
VV  often  precipitate  men  and  friends  into 
quarrels  and  bloodflied,  which,  but  for  fuch  mif- 
underftandings, never  would  have  happened : 
and  whereas  the  prefent  unhappy  difputes  be- 
tween Great-Britain  and  North- America,  have 
unhappily  occafioned  uneafineffes  between  a  part 
of  the  people  living  between  Broad  and  Saludy 
rivers,  and  other  adjacent  parts,  and  the  other  in- 
habitants of  the  colony  aforefaid,  from  mifunder- 
ftandings as  aforefaid,  info  much  as  the  faid  part 
of  the  people  as  aforefaid,  having  tender  con- 
fciences,  declined  to  accede  to  the  aflbciation, 
figned  in  Congrefs  on  the  4th  of  June  lall  j  and 
that  the  faid  other  inhabitants,  thereby  thinking 
that  the  faid  declining  to  accede,  proceeded  from 
principles  and  defigns  in  them  the  faid  part  of 
the  people,  inimical  to  the  proceedings  and  de- 
figns of  the  faid  other  inhabitants  ;  and  that  the 
faid  part  of  the  people  did  mean  to  aid  and  afiift, 
and  join  the  Britilh  troops,  if  any  fnould  arrive 
in  the  colony  aforefaid  during  the  prefent  unhap- 
py difputes  aforefaid  :  and  whereas  thefe  are  all 
mifunderftandings,  and  it  being  the  fincere  wiih 

and 
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and  defire  of  all  parts  of  the  colony  to  live  in 
peace  and  friend/hip  with  each  ;  wherefore,  for 
the  clearing  up  of  the  faid  mifunderftandings,  and 
for  the  manifeftation  of  the  wifh  and  defire  afore- 
faid,  colonel  Thomas  Fletchall,  captain  John 
Ford,  capt.  Thomas  Green,  captain  Evan  M'Laii- 
rin,  the  reverend  Philip  Mulkey,  Mr.  Robert 
Merrick,  and  captain  Benjamin  Wofford,  depu- 
ties for,  and  fent  by  the  part  of  the  people  afore- 
faid,  have  repaired  to  the  camp  of  the  honoura- 
ble William-Henry  Drayton,  efquire,  acting  under 
the  authority  of  the  council  of  fafety  for  the  co- 
lony :  and  for  the  purpofes  aforefaid  it  is  hereby 
contracted,  agreed  and  declared,  by  the  honoura- 
ble William-Henry  Drayton,  in  purfuance  of 
powers  veiled  in  him  by  the  honourable  the  coun- 
cil of  fafety  as  aforefaid,  on  the  one  part ;  and 
the  deputies  aforefaid,  in  purfuance  of  powers 
vefted  in  them  by  the  faid  part  of  the  people,  on 
the  other  part. 

I.  That  the  faid  declining  of  the  part  of  the 
people  aforefaid,  to  accede  as  aforefaid,  did  not 
proceed  from  any  ill,  or  even  unfriendly  princi- 
ple or  defign,  in  them  the  faid  part  of  the  people, 
to  or  againft  the  principles  or  defigns  of  the  con- 
grefs  of  this  colony,  or  authorities  derived  from 
that  body  ;  but  proceeded  only  from  a  defire  to 
abide  in  their  ufual  peace  and  tranquility. 

II.  That  the  faid  part  of  the  people  never  did 
mean  to  aid,  ^iffifl,  or  join  the  Britiih  troops  as 

aforefaid  : 
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aforcfaid :  and  hereby  it  is  declared,  that  if  at 
any  time  during  the  prefent  unhappy  difputes 
between  Great-Britain  and  North-America,  any 
Britifli  troops  (hall  or  may  arrive  in  this  colony, 
the  deputies  aforefaid,  for  themfelves  and  the  part 
of  the  people  aforefaid,  by  whom  they  the  faid 
deputies  are  authorized,  and  whom  they  do  re- 
prefent,  declare,  that  if  any  Britifli  troops  as 
aforefaid,  fhall  arrive  as  aforefaid,  they  the  faid 
deputies,  and  the  part  of  the  people  aforefaid, 
fliall  not,  and  will  not  give,  yield,  or  afford, 
directly  or  indiredly,  to  or  for  the  ufe,  advan- 
tage, or  comfort  of  the  faid  Britifli  troops,  or 
any  part  of  them,  any  aid  or  affiftance  whatfo- 
ever  ;  or  hold  with  them  the  faid  troops,  or  any 
part  of  them,  any  communication  or  correfpond- 
ence. 

III.  That  if  at  any  time  during  the  unhappy 
difputes  as  aforefaid,  any  perfon  or  perfons  of  the 
part  of  the  people  aforefaid,  fhall,  by  difcourfe  or 
word,  refledl  upon,  cenfure,  or  condemn  ;  or  by 
any  conducl  oppofe  the  proceedings  of  the  con- 
grefs  of  this  colony,  or  authorities  derived  from 
them ;  the  faid  colony,  the  council  of  fafety,  or 
general  committee,  as  the  cafe  may  be,  fhall, 
without  being  deemed  to  give  any  umbrage  to 
the  part  of  the  people  aforefaid,  fend  to  any  of 
the  deputies  aforefaid,  to  make  requifition,  that 
any  and  every  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  afore- 
faid, offending  in  any  of  the  premifes  aforefaid, 
againft  the  proceedings  of  the  congrefs,  or  au- 
thorities 
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thorities  aforefaid,  may  and  Ihall  be  delivered  up 
to  the  authority  of  the  congrefs,  or  the  tribunals 
under  that  authority,  to  be  queftioned  and  tried, 
and  proceeded  againft  according  to  the  mode  of 
proceeding  by  authority  of  Congrefs :  and  if 
fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  aforefaid,  be  not  deli- 
vered up  as  aforefaid,  within  fourteen  days  after 
requifition  as  aforefaid,  then,  in  fuch  cafe,  the 
congrefs,  or  council  of  fafety,  or  general  com- 
mittee, may  and  lliall  be  at  liberty  to  ufe  every 
means,  to  apprehend  any,  and  every  fuch  perfon 
or  perfons  ,  as  laft  aforefaid,  and  qucftion,  try, 
and  proceed  againft  as  aforefaid,  every  fuch 
perfon  or  perfons  as  aforefaid. 

IV.  That  if  any  perfon  or  perfons,  who  has 
or  have  figned,  or  ihall  fign  the  aifociation  afore- 
faid, fliall,  without  authority  of  congrefs,  moleft 
any  perfon  or  perfons  of  the  part  of  the  people 
aforefaid,  in  fuch  cafe,  application  lliall  be  made 
to  the  faid  congrefs,  or  council  of  fafety,  or 
general  committee,  in  order  that  fuch  perfon  or 
perfons  as  laft  aforefaid,  be  puniflied  for,  and 
reftrained  from,  molefting  as  aforefaid. 

And  it  is  hereby  declared,  that  all  and  every 
perfon  of  the  part  of  the  people  as  aforefaid,  not 
offending  in  or  againft  any  of  the  prcmifes  afore- 
faid, ihall  and  may  continue  to  dwell  and  remain 
at  home  as  ufual,  fafe  in  their  lives,  perfons  and 
properties,  fuch  being  nothing  more  than  what 
has  been,  and  is  the  aim,  intention,  and  inclina- 
tion 
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tion  of  the  congrefs  of  this  colony,  and  the  au- 
thorities under  that  body.  All  perfons  who  fhall 
not  confider  themfelves  as  bound  by  this  treaty, 
mud:  abide. 

Done  at  the  camp,  near  Ninety-Six,  this   i6th 
day  of  September,   1775. 

Signed, 

William-Henry  Drayton, 
Witnefs,  Thomas  Fletchal, 

William  Thomfon,      ^,  ^ 

-c,!    Tr     n  1  nomas  Green, 

Ely  Kerlhaw,  _        ^_  . 

T^  '^     •    c  1     J  hvan  M'Laurm, 

Francis  baivador.         ^     ,      .    ^„     '    , 

15enjamin  Wonord. 


NOTE       XII.       Page     82. 

An  ahjlracl  of  the  principal  claufes  of  an  act  of  par- 
liament of  Great-Britain^  P'^ff^^  ^'^^  December 
1775,  entitled^  '  An  a6i  to  prohibit  all  trade 
'  and  intercourfe  with  the  colonies  of  New- 
'  Ha7npjhire,  Majfachufeits-Bay,  Rhode-IJland^ 
*  Connediicut,  Neiv-Tork^  New-Jerfey,  Pennfyl- 
'  vania,  the  Three  Lower  Counties  on  Delaware, 
'  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  South- 
'  Carolina  and  Georgia,  during  the  continuance 
'  of  the  prefent  rebellion  within  the  faid  colonies 
'  refpedively,"  &c. 

WHEREAS  many  perfons  in  the  colonies 
of  New-Hampihire,    Maflachufetts-Bay, 
Rhode-Iiland,  Connedicut,  New- York,  New-Jer- 

fey, 
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fey,  Pennfylvania,  the  Three  Lower  Counties  on 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  have  fet  themfelves 
in  open  rebellion  and  defiance  to  the  juft  and  legal 
authority  of  the  King  and  parliament  of  Great- 
Britain,  to  which  they  ever  have  been,  and  of  right 
ought  to  be,  fubjet^s  ;  and  have  aifembled  together 
an  armed  force,  engaged  his  majeily's  troops,  and 
attacked  his  forts — have  ufurped  the  power  of 
government,  and  prohibited  all  trade  and  com- 
merce with  this  kingdom  and  the  other  parts  of 
his  majefly's  dominions  :  for  the  more  fpeedily 
and  effedually  fuppreffing  fuch  wicked  and  daring 
defigns,  and  for  preventing  any  aid,  fupply  or 
affiftance,  being  fent  thither  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  faid  rebellious  and  treafonable  com- 
motions, Be  it  therefore  declared  and  enadled. 
by  the  King's  mod  excellent  majefly,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  lords  fpiritual 
and  temporal,  and  commons  in  this  prefent  par- 
liament aifembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
fame,  that  all  manner  of  trade  and  commerce, 
is  and  fhall  be  prohibited  with  the  colonies  of 
New-Hampfhire,  Maffachufetts-Bay,  Ilhode-Ifland, 
Connecticut,  New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylva- 
nia, the  Three  Lower  Counties  on  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North- Carolina,  South-Caro- 
lina and  Georgia  :  and  that  all  fhips  and  velfels 
of  or  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid 
colonies,  together  with  their  cargoes,  apparel  and 
furniture,  and  all  other  ihips  and  veffels  whatfo- 
cver,  together  with  their  cargoes,  apparel  and 
11  r  furniture, 
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furniture,  which  fliall  be  found  trading  in  any 
port  or  place  of  the  faid  colonies,  or  going  to 
trade,  or  coming  from  trading,  in  any  fuch  port 
or  place,  fhall  become  forfeited  to  his  majefty,  as 
if  the  fame  were  the  lliips  and  effects  of  open 
enemies,  and  ihall  be  fo  adjudged,  deemed,  and 
taken  in  all  courts  of  admiralty,  and  in  all  other 
courts  whatfoever. 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  further 
enabled  and  declared  by  the  authority  aforefaid, 
that  nothing  in  this  act  fliall  extend,  or  be  con- 
flrued  to  extend,  to  fuch  fhips  and  yelfels  as  fhall 
be  actually  retained  or  employed  in  his  majefty's 
fervice,  or  to  fuch  fhips  and  veffels  as  fhall  be 
laden  with  proyifions  for  the  ufe  of  his  majefly's 
forces,  armies  or  garrifons,  or  for  the  ufe  of  the 
inhabitants  of  any  town  or  place  garrifoned  or 
poffeffed  by  any  of  hi§  majefty's  troops,  provided 
the  mafter  of  fuch  fliips  and  veifels  refpedively 
fhall  produce  a  licenfe  in  writing,  under  the  hand 
and  feal  of  the  lord  high  admiral  of  Great-Bri- 
tain, for  the  time  being,  or  of  three  or  more 
commifTioners  for  the  time  being,  for  executing- 
the  office  of  lord  high  admiral  of  Great-Britain, 
or  the  commanders  of  his  majefty's  fleets  or  ar- 
mies, or  of  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  or 
commander  in  chief  of  any  of  his  majefty's  colo- 
nies or  provinces'  not  herein  before  mentioned, 
fpecifying  the  voyage  in  which  fuch  fliip  or  veffcl 
fhall  be  employed,  and  expreflmg  the  time  for 
which  fuch  licenfe  fliall  fubfift  and  be  in  force  ; 

and 
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and  alfo  expreffing  the  quantity  and  fpecies  of  the 
faid  (lores  and  provifions  on  board  :  and  if  any 
goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  other  than  (lores 
and  provifions  for  his  majefty's  ufe,  or  provifions 
for  the  ufe  of  the  inhabitants  of  any  town  or 
place  garrifoned  and  po(re(red  by  his  majedy's 
troops,  (hall  be  found  on  board  fuch  (hips  or 
veflels,  (the  necelTary  (lores  for  the  (hip's  ufe, 
and  the  baggage  of  the  palTengers  only  excepted) 
in  any  or  either  of  thofe  cafes,  the  goods,  wares 
and  merchandizes,  fhall  be  forfeited,  and  (hall 
and  may  be  feized  and  profecuted  in  the  manner 
herein  after  direded. 

And,  for  the  encouragement  of  the  officers  and 
feamen  of  his  majedy's  diips  of  war,  be  it  lurther 
enafted,  that  the  flag-ofiicers,  captains,  command- 
ers, and  other  commidioned  officers  in  his  maje- 
dy's pay  ;  and  alfo  the  feamen,  mariners,  and 
foldiers  on  board,  (hall  have  the  fole  intered  and 
property  of,  and  in  all  and  every  fuch  (hip,  vedel, 
goods  and  merchandize,  which  they  (hall  feize  or 
take,  (being  fird  adjudged  lawful  prizes  in  arty 
of  his  majedy's  courts  of  admiralty)  to  be  di- 
vided in  fuch  proportions,  and  after  fuch  manner, 
as  his  majedy  (hall  think  fit  to  order  and  dirc6l 
by  proclamation  or  proclamations  hereafter  to  be 
ilTued  for  thofe  purpofes. 

And   be  it  further  enaded  by  the  authority 
aforefaid,  that  it  diall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and 
for  the  faid  flag-odicers,  captains  and  command- 
ers- 
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ers  refpedively,  to  caufc  to  be  taken,  or  put  on 
board  any  of  his  majefty's  fliips  or  veffels  of  war, 
or  on  board  any  other  fhips  or  veffels,  all  and 
every  the  mafters,  crews  and  other  perfons,  who 
fhall  be  found  on  board  fuch  fhip  and  fhips  as 
fliall  be  feized  and  taken  as  prizes  as  aforefaid, 
as  alfo  to  enter  the  names  of  fuch  of  the  faid  ma- 
riners and  crews,  upon  the  book  or  books  of  his 
toajeily's  faid  fliips  or  veffels,  as  they  the  faid 
flag-officers,  captains  and  commanders,  fhall  re- 
fpedively  think  fit  ;  from  the  time  and  times  of 
which  faid  entries  refpedively,  the  faid  mariners 
and  crews  fliall  be  confidered,  and  they  are  here- 
by declared  to  belong  to,  and  to  be  as  fuch  in 
the  fervice  of  his  majefty,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
pofes,  as  if  the  faid  mariners  and  crews  had  en- 
tered themfelves  voluntarily  to  ferve  on  board  his 
majeffy's  faid  Ihips  and  veffels  refpeclively  :  and 
alfo  that  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the 
faid  flag-Oificers,  captains  and  commanders  re- 
fpeclively, to  detain  or  caufe  to  be  detained  and 
kept,  the  maflers  and  other  perfons ;  and  alfo 
fuch  other  of  the  mariners  and  crews  of  the  faid 
prize  fhips  as  fhall  not  be  entered  upon  the  books 
of  his  majefty's  fliips  or  veffels  of  war  as  afore- 
faid, in  and  on  board  -any  fhip  or  fliips,  veffcl 
or  veffels  whatfoever,  until  the  arrival  of  fuch 
lafh-mentioned  diips  or  veffels  in  fome  port  of 
Great-Britain  or  Ireland,  or  in  any  port  of  Ame- 
rica not  in  rebellion  ;  and  upon  the  arrival  of 
thoft  fhips  or  veffels  in  any  fuch  port,  the  com- 
manders  thereof  are  hereby  refpectively  autho- 
rized 
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rized  and  required  immediately  to  fet  the  faid 
laft-mentioned  mariners  and  crews,  and  alfo  the 
faid  mafters  and  other  perfons  at  liberty  on  fhorc 
there. 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  further 
enatled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  nothing 
herein  contained  fhall  extend,  or  be  conftrued  to 
extend,  to  any  fliip  or  veffel  the  property  of  any 
perfon  or  perfons  refiding  in  the  faid  colonies  of 
New-Hampfhire,  Malfachufetts-Bay,  Connedicut, 
New- York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  the  Three 
Lower  Counties  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virgi- 
nia, North-Carolina,  South-Carolina  and  Geor- 
gia, or  any  or  either  of  them,  which  ihall  have 
failed  for  Great-Britain  or  Ireland  from  any  Bri- 
tifli  fugar-colony  or  plantation  in  the  Weft-Indies, 
on  or  before  the  firft  day  of  March  1 776,  laden 
"vcith  any  goods  or  commodities  which  before  the 
pafling  of  this  a6l  might  be  fo  lav/fully  tranfported 
and  carried  in  fuch  fliip  or  velTel,  nor  to  any  fhip 
or  veffel  the  property  of  any  perfon  or  perfons 
refiding  in  the  faid  colonies  of  New-Hampfiiire, 
Maffachufetts-Bay,  Pthode-Ifland,  Conncdicut, 
I^ew-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  the  Three 
Lower  Counties  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virgi- 
nia, North-Carolina,  South -Carolina  and  Geor- 
gia, or  any  or  either  of  them,  which,  on  or  be- 
fore the  firfl  day  of  January  1776,  iliall  have 
arrived  at  any  of  the  Britifh  fugar-colonies  or 
plantations  in  the  Weft-Indies,  laden  with  lum- 
ber and  provifions,  or  cither  of  them  ;  and  after 

difcharging 
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difcharging  the  fame  at  fuch  fugar-colony  or 
plantation  fhall,  on  or  before  the  firfl  day  of  Au- 
guil  1776,  lade  and  take  on  board  there,  in 
order  to  be  tranfported  from  thence  into  Great- 
Britain  or  Ireland,  any  goods  or  commodities 
which  may  be  lawfully  tranfported  from  fuch 
fugar-colony  or  plantation  into  Great-Britain  or 
Ireland  refpeclively,  in  any  other  Britifli  velfel, 
upon  condition  that  the  mailer  or  perfon  having 
the  charge  of  fuch  fliip  or  veffel  which  Ihall  have 
fo  arrived  on  or  before  the  faid  firll  day  of  Ja- 
nuary 1776,  and  fhall  have  been  loaded  on  or 
before  the  faid  firfl  day  of  Augufl  1776,  fhall 
produce  a  certificate  under  the  hand  and  feal  of 
office  of  the  colle6lor  and  comptroller,  or  other 
principal  officer  of  his  majefly's  cuftoms  for  the 
port  or  place  where  fuch  goods  fliall  be  laden, 
certifying  that  fuch  fhip  or  veffel  did  arrive  at 
fuch  fugar-colony  or  plantation  on  or  before  the 
firfl:  day  of  January  1776,  laden  with  lumber 
and  provifions,  or  either  of  them,  as  the  cafe 
may  be  ;  and  that  after  having  difcharged  the 
fame  in  fuch  fugar-colony  or  plantation,  fhe  had 
taken  on  board  the  feveral  goods  therein  laden 
for  Great-Britain  or  Ireland  refpeclively,  defcrib- 
ing  the  name  and  burden  of  the  fhip,  with  the 
name  of  the  mailer  and  the  contents  of  the  car- 
go, with  the  particular  marks  and  numbers  of  the 
packages  of  each  fort  and  fpecies  of  goods  fo 
laden,  the  port  or  place  where,  and  the  time 
when  laden,  and  the  port  in  Great-Britain  or 
Ireland  to  which  the  goods  are   configned  ;  and 

that 
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that  bond  and  fecurity  hatl)  been  given  for  the 
due  landing  thereof  according  to  law,  which 
certificate  fuch  coUedor  and  comptroller,  or  other 
principal  officer  of  the  culloms,  are  hereby  re- 
quired and  enjoined  to  give  without  fee  or 
reward. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enaded 
by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  nothing  in  this 
ad  ihall  extend,  or  be  conltrued  to  extend,  to 
any  {hip  or  veflel,  or  the  cargo  thereof,  which, 
fhall  have  been  or  may  be  cleared  out  from  any 
port  in  Great-Britain  or  Ireland,  before  the  firfl: 
day  of  January  1776,  and  fhall  be  bound  to  any 
of  the  Britifh  fugar-colonies  in  the  Weft-Indies, 
or  which  hath  been,  or  may  be  fo  cleared  out 
from  the  faid  Britilh  fugar-coJonies,  and  fhall  be 
bound  to  Great-Britain  or  Ireland,  in  cafe  it  fhall 
appear  by  the  regifter  of  fuch  fhip  or  veflel  that 
two-thirds  at  leaft  of  the  owners  of  fuch  fhip  or 
veffel  are  his  majefty's  fubjeds,  refiding  in  Great* 
Britain  or  Ireland,  or  in  fome  of  the  faid  Britifli 
fugar-colonies,  nor  to  any  (hip  or  veflel,  or  the 
cargo  thereof,  which  fhall  be  cleared  out  from 
any  port  in  Great-Britain  or  Ireland,  after  the 
twentieth  day  of  January  1776,  and  fliall  be 
bound  to  any  of  the  Britifli  fugar-colonies,  or 
which  fhall  be  cleared  out  after  the  twenty-fifth 
day  of  March  1776,  from  the  faid  Britifh  fugar- 
colonies,  and  fhall  be  bound  to  Great-Britain  Dr 
Ireland  in  cafe  it  fliall  appear  by  the  oath  or  af- 
firmation of  one  or  more  of  the  owners  of  fuch 

fhip 
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Ihip  or  veffel,  to  be  endorfed  on  the  regifter 
thereof,  to  be  taken  before  the  collector  or  other 
principal  .officer  ot  the  cuftoms  at  the  port  or 
place  where  fuch  (liip  or  veflcl  fliall  be  cleared 
^Utj  (-which  oath  or  affirmation  fuch  colledor  or 
other  principal  officer  of  the  cuftoms  is  hereby- 
authorized  and  required  to  adminifter)  that  two- 
thirds  at  leaft  of  liich  ftiip  or  veffel  are  the  pro- 
perty of  his  majefty's  fubjeds  refiding  in  Great- 
Britain  or  Ireland,  or  in  fome  of  the  faid  fugar- 
colonies  or  plantations. 

And  whereas  many  and  large  debts  are  no\v 
due  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  North-American 
colonies  herein  before  mentioned,  to  divers  of  his 
majefty's  good  and  loyal  fubjeds  rehding  in  Great- 
Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  Britifh  plantations  in  the 
Weft-Indies — and  many  of  fuch  good  and  loyal 
fubjeds  may  have  eftates  and  effeds  in  fome  of 
the  faid  North-American  colonies :  and  whereas 
goods  and  merchandize  have  been  or  may  be 
fhipped  or  laden  in  the  faid  colonies  for  and  on 
account  of  fuch  debts,  eftates  or  efteds — and 
other  goods  and  merchandize  may  be  laden  there 
and  fent  from  thence  in  confequence  of  orders 
given  for  that  purpofe  ;  Be  it  therefore  enaded 
by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  nothing  in  this 
ad  fliall  extend,  or  be  conftrued  to  extend,  to 
any  ftiip  or  veffel  which  ftiall  have  cleared  out 
and  failed  from  any  of  the  faid  colonics  for  Great- 
Britain,  Ireland,  or  any  of  the  Britifn  plantations 
in  the  Weft-Indies,  on  or  before  the  firft  day  of 

January 
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January  1776,  nor  fhall  extend,  or  be  conftrued 
to  extend,  to  forfeit  any  goods  or  merchandize 
or  efFcds,  which  fhall  be  laden  or  fhipped  on 
board  any  fhip  or  veflel  in  any  of  the  faid  North- 
American  colonies  on  or  before  the  twenty-fifth 
day  of  March  1776,  as  a  remittance  to  any  of 
his  majefty's  fubjeds  refiding  in  Great-Britain, 
Ireland,  or  the  Britifh  colonies  or  plantations  in 
the  Welt-Indies,  for  or  on  account  of  any  fuch 
eftates,  effeds  or  debts,  or  in  confequence  of 
any  order  given  for  that  purpofe  before  the  twen- 
ty-firfl  day  of  December  1775,  provided  that 
proof  thereof  fhall  be  made  on  oath  of  the  par- 
ties to  whom  fuch  goods,  merchandize  or  effects, 
fhall  be  configned,  or  otherwife  to  the  fatisfa6ti- 
on  of  the  judge  or  court  before  whom  any  fei- 
zure  of  fuch  goods,  merchandize  or  effefts,  fhall 
be  depending,  any  thing  herein  contained  to  the 
contrary  notwithftanding. 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  further 
enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  nothing 
herein  contained  fhall  extend,  or  be  conftrued  to 
extend,  to  any  fhip  or  veffel  the  property  of  any 
perfon  or  perfons  refiding  in  the  faid  colonies 
of  New-HampOiire,  Maffachufetts-Bay,  Rhode- 
Ifland,  Connefticut,  New-York,  New-Jerfey, 
Pcnnfylvania,  the  Three  Lower  Counties  on  De- 
laware, Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  which,  on  or  be- 
fore the  firil  day  of  January  1776,  fiiall  have 
failed  from  any  port  or  place  in  Europe  where 
S  f  fuch 
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fuch  fhip  or  veffel  might  lav/fully  trade,  or  which, 
on  or  before  the  firft  day  of  January  1776,  Ihall 
be  adually  laden  in  any  fuch  port  or  place  for 
Great-Britain  or  Ireland,  with  fuch  goods  and 
merchandize  as  fuch  fliip  or  veiTel  might  lawfully 
fo  tranfport ;  nor  to  any  lliip  or  veffel  as  Ihall,  on 
the  faid  f^rft  day  of  January  1776,  remain  in 
any  port  of  Gr'eat-Britain  or  Ireland,  any  thing 
herein  contained  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any- 
wife  notwithftanding. 

Provided  alfo,  and  it  is  hereby  further  enaO:- 
ed  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  nothing  in 
this  act  contained  Ihall  extend,  or  be  confferued 
to  extend,  to  any  (hip  or  vefTel,  being  the  proper- 
ty of  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  illand  0^  Nan- 
tucket, em-ployed  in  the  whale  fifhery  only,  if  it 
flYall  appear  by  the  papers  on  board,  that  fuch 
fliip  or  veffel  was  fitted  and  cleared  from  thence 
before  the  firfh  day  of  December  1775,  or  if  the 
mafter  or  other  perfon  having  the  charge  of  any 
fuch  fhip  or  veffel  as  aforefaid,  fhall  produce  a 
certificate  under  the  hand  and  feal  of  the  governor 
or  commander  in  chief  of  the  province  of  the 
Maffachufetts-Bay,  fetting  forth,  that  fuch  fhip 
or  veffel  (exprefijng  her  name  and  the  name  of 
her  mxaft^r,  and  defcribing  her  built  and  burden) 
is  the  whole  and  entire  property  of  his  majefly's 
fubjecis  of  the  faid  ifland  of  Nantucket,  and  was 
the  propert}'^  of  one  or  more  of  them  on  or  be- 
fore the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March  1775. 

And 
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And  whereas,  before  the  paffing  this  act,  and 
fince  the  commencement  of  the   faid   unnatural 
rebelHon,    divers    perfons,    velTels,    cargoes    and 
other  eiFe£ls,  may  have  been   feized,   detained, 
examined,  fearched,  damaged  or   deflroyed,  for 
the  publick  fervice,  in  withftanding  or  fupprefTmg 
the  laid  rebelhon,  Be  it  further  ena6led  by  the  au- 
thority aforefaid,  that  all  fuch  afts  fhall  be  deem- 
ed juft  and  legal  to  all  intents,   conftruflions  and 
purpofes  whaifoever ;  and   if  any   aclion   or   fuit 
fhall  be  commenced  or  profecuted   againfl  any 
perfon  or  perfons  for  or  by  reafon  of  any   thing 
fo  done,  or  for  or  by  reafon   of  any  thing  done 
or  aded  in  purfuance  of  this  acl,  then,  and  in 
every  fuch  cafe  fuch  aclion  or  fuit  fhall  be   com- 
menced within  fix  calendar  months  next  after 
the  fad  committed,  and  not  afterwards  ;   and  the 
defendant  or  defendants  fliail  and  may  plead  the 
general  iffue,  and  give  this  ad  and  the  fpecial  mat- 
ter in  evidence  ;  and  if  the  act  fhall  appear  to  have 
been  done  for  the  fervice  of  the  publick,  or  in 
purfuance  of  and  by  the  authority  of  this  act,  or 
if  any  fuch  adion  or  fuit  fhall  be  brought  after 
the  time  herein  before  limited   for  bringing  the 
fame,  then  the  jury  fhall  find  for  the   defendant 
or  defendants;   and,  upon  fuch  finding,  or  if  the 
plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  fliall  be  nonfuited,  or  difconr 
tinue  his  or  their  aclion   after  the   defendant   or 
defendants  fhail  have  appeared,  or  if  any  demur- 
rer, judgment  fhall  be  given  againfl  the  plaintiff 
or  plaintiffs,    the  defendant   or  defendants   fhall 
and  may  recover  treble  cofts. 

»  And 
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And  be  it  further  enafted  by  the  authority  afore- 
faid,  that  this  ad,  as  far  as  the  fame  relates  to  the 
capture  and  forfeiture  of  fliips  and  veflTels  belong- 
ing to  the  inhabitants  of  the  above-mentioned 
colonies,  fhall,  except  in  the  cafes  herein  before 
mentioned,  commence  and  be  in  force  from  and 
after  the  firft  day  of  January  1776;  and  fo  far 
as  the  fame  relates  to  the  capture  and  forfeiture 
of  all  other  (hips  and  veflels  that  fhall  be  found 
going  to  trade  in  or  at  any  of  the  faid  colonies, 
from  and  after  the  firft  day  of  February  1776; 
and  fo  far  as  the  fame  relates  to  the  capture  and 
forfeiture  of  all  other  fliips  and  velfels  that  fhall 
be  found  trading  in  or  at  any  of  the  faid  colo- 
nies, or  bound  and  trading  from  any  port  or 
place  in  the  fame,  from  and  after  the  twenty-fifth 
day  of  March  1776,  and  fhall  continue  to  be  in 
force  fo  long  as  the  faid  colonies  refpeclively  fhall' 
remain  in  a  ftate  of  rebellion. 

Provided  always  neverthelefs,  aud  it  is  here- 
by enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that,  in 
order  to  encourage  all  well-afte^ted  perfons  in 
any  of  the  faid  colonies  to  exert  themfelves  in 
fuppreffmg  the  rebellion  therein,  and  to  afford  a 
fpeedy  protection  to  thofe  v/ho  are  difpofed  to 
return  to  their  duty,  it  fliall  and  may  be  lawful 
to  and  for  any  perfon  or  perfons  appointed  and 
authorized  by  his  majefty  to  grant  a  pardon  or 
pardons  to  any  number  or  defcription  of  perfons, 
by  proclamation,  in  his  majefty's  name,  to  de- 
clare any  colony  or  province  to  be  at  the  peace 

of 


of  his  majefty  ;  and,  from  and  after  the  iffuing 
of  any  fuch  proclamation  in  any  of  the  aforefaid 
colonies  or  provinces,  or  if  his  majefty  fiiall  be 
gracioully  pleafed  to  fignify  the  fame  by  his  royal 
proclamation,  then,  from  and  after  the  iifuing  of 
fuch  proclamation  this  a6l,  with  refpeft  to  fuch 
colony  or  province,  colonies  or  provinces,  county, 
town,  port,  diftrid  or  place,  Ihall  ceafe,  deter- 
mine, and  be  utterly  void  ;  and  if  any  capture 
fhali  be  made  after  the  date  and  iifuing  of  fuch 
proclamation  of  any  fhips  or  velfels  and  their  car- 
goes, belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  any  fuch 
colony  or  province,  colonies  or  provinces  refpec- 
tively,  the  fame  fhall  be  reftored  to  the  owners 
of  fuch  fhips  or  velfels,  upon  claim  being  entered, 
and  due  proof  made,  of  their  property  therein, 
and  the  captors  Ihall  not  be  liable  to  any  adion 
for  feizing  or  detaining  the  faid  fhips  or  velfels, 
or  their  cargoes,  without  proof  being  made  that 
they  had  actual  notice  of  fuch  proclamation  hav- 
ing been  iifued. 

Provided  ajways,  that  fuch  proclamation  or 
proclamations  fhall  not  difcharge  or  fufpend  any 
proceedings  upon  any  capture  of  any  fuch  fliip 
.or  veffel  made  before  the  date  and  iifuing  thereof. 


NOTE 
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NOTE       XIII.       Page     127. 

South-Carolina,  Charlefton  diflrid. 

Jt  a  court  of  general  feffions  of  the  peace,  oyer  and 
terminer,  ajjlze  of  general  gaol  delinjery,  begun  to 
be  holden  in  and  for  the  diftri6l  of  Charlejion,  at 
Charlefton  in  the  colony  aforefaid,  on  Tuefday  the 
23  J  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  iJjG, 

The  prefeniments  of  the  grand-jury  for   the  faid 
diftria. 

I.  T~?  ULL  Y  fenfible  and  thoroughly  convinced^ 
i.  that  to  Hve  in  a  fociety  without  laws  or  a 
proper  execution  of  them,  to  reflrain  the  licenti- 
ous nature  of  mankind,  is  the  greatefl;  mifery 
that  can  befal  a  people,  and  muft  render  any  bo- 
dy of  men  in  fuch  a  fituation,  but  little  fuperior 
to  a  herd  of  brutes  ;  and  being  no  lefs  fenfible 
that  it  was  the  fcheme  of  a  corrupt  nefarious  ad- 
miniflration  in  Great-Britain  to  reduce  the  good 
people  of  this  colony  to  that  wretched  fituation, 
from  a  want  of  officers  to  execute  the  laws,  thofe 
whom  they  had  appointed  having  refufed  to  a6t 
in  their  refpedive  ftaticns,  that  through  the  evil 
eitefts  of  anarchy  and  confufioti,  the  people  might 
become  an  eafy  prey  to  the  cruel  defigns  of  their 
infidious  enemies  ;  while  we  lament  the  neceffity 
which  has  obliged  the  people  to  refume  into  their 
hands,  thofe  powers  of  government  which  were 
originally  derived  from  themfelves  for  the  pro- 
tection 
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tedlon  of  thofe  rights  which  God  alone  has  giv- 
en them,  as  effential  to  their  happinefs ;  we 
cannot  but  exprefs  our  moft  unfeigned  joy  in  the 
happy  conftitution  of  government  now  eflabliflied 
in  this  colony,  which  promifes  every  bleffing  to 
its  inhabitants  which  a  people  endued  with  virtue, 
and  a  jufl:  regard  to  the  rights  of  mankind,  could 
defire.  With  gratitude  to  the  Divine  Ruler  of 
human  events,  and  with  the  moft  pleafmg  exped- 
ation  of  happinefs  from  a  conftitution  fo  wife  in 
its  nature,  and  virtuous  in  its  ends,  being  founded 
on  the  ftri^left  principles  of  juftice  and  humanity, 
and  confiftent  with  every  privilege  incident  to  the 
dignity  of  a  rational  being ;  we  cannot  but  de- 
clare we  think  every  oppofition  to  its  operations, 
or  difregard  to  its  authority,  the  fouleft  crimina- 
lity a  mortal  can  be  guilty  of,  highly  offenfive  to 
the  eyes  of  God  and  of  all  juft  men,  and  deferv- 
ing  the  moft  exemplary  punifhment. 

We  cannot  but  deplore  the  unhappy  fituation 
of  any  few  amongft  all  the  people  of  this  colony, 
who,  through  an  ignorance  of  their  true  interefts 
and  juft  rights,  and  from  a  want  of  proper  in- 
formation of  the  real  truth,  may  be  mifled  by  the 
artifice  and  cunning  of  their  falfe  and  defigning 
enemies,  from  a  real  fenfe  of  thofe  benefits  which 
our  prefent  conftitution  has  fo  amply  provided 
for :  benefits  which  are  not  confined  or  limited 
to  any  ranks  or  degrees  of  men  in  particular,  but 
generally,  equally  and  indifcriminately  extending 
to  all,  from  the  richcft  to  the  pooreft,  and  which 

time 
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time  and  a  little  patient  experience  muft  foon 


evince. 


Every  good  citizen  mufl  be  happy  in  the  con- 
fideration  of  the  choice  of  thofe  officers,  appointed 
in  the  adminiftration  of  our  prefent  government; 
as  well  in  the  impartial  mode  of  an  appointment 
arifmg  from  the  people  themfelves,  and  the  li- 
mited duration  of  their  power,  as  in  their  per- 
fonal  characters  as  men,  juftly  beloved  and  re- 
vered by  their  country,  and  whofe  merits  and 
virtues  entitle  them  to  every  pre-eminence. 

Filled  with  thefe  fentiments,  arifmg  from 
mature  deliberation,  and  the  mod  impartial  en- 
quiry, we  muft  further  declare,  that  blefhngs 
fuch  as  thefe  we  have  before  enumerated,  are 
too  ineftimable  to  be  loft ;  and  that  nothing  in 
nature  can  repay  the  leaft  violation  of  them  ;  and 
although  an  accommodation  with  the  power 
which  attempts  to  deftroy  them,  may  be  highly 
worthy  of  attention,  and  upon  principles  truly 
honourable,  of  obtaining  ;  yet  we  think  it  a  fa- 
cred  duty  incumbent  on  every  citizen,  to  main- 
tain and  defend  with  his  life  and  fortune,  what  is 
given  and  entrufted  to  him  by  the  Hand  of  Pro- 
vidence, not  for  his  own  good  only,  but  for  the 
lafting  happinefs  of  pofterity  ;  a  truft,  which  no 
law  can  ever  annul,  which  is  the  grand  principle 
of  exiftence,  and  the  fource  of  everv  foclal  virtue. 

II.  We  prefent  as  a  grievance  intolerable  to 

the 
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the  fpirit  of  the  people,  born  and  nurtured  in  the 
arms  of  freedom,  and,  though  ever  fubmilTive  to 
the  juft  mandates  of  legal  authority,  holding 
every  oppreflion  as  deteftable  ;  the  unjuft,  cruel, 
and  diabolical  afts  of  the  Britilh  parliament,  not 
only  declaring  the  good  people  of  the  United 
Colonies  of  North-America  rebels,  for  defending 
thofe  invaluable  rights,  which  no  human  power 
can  lawfully  diveft  them  of,  but  making  all  mur- 
ders, rapines,  thefts,  robberies,  and  other  inhu- 
man oppreffions,  done  before  the  pafling  of  thofe 
ads,  without  authority,  and  which  were  after 
paffing  the  faid  ads  to  be  done  by  the  Britifh 
forces  in  thefe  colonies,  legal  and  warrantable,  to 
the  eternal  difgrace  and  indelible  infamy  of  a 
kingdom  once  renowned  for  her  juftice,  honour 
and  humanity,  but  now  meanly  defcending  to 
that  wanton  profligacy  which  even  favages  abhor. 


Jonathan  Scott,  foreman, 
George  Cooke, 
Thomas  Jones, 
John  Lightwood, 
Peter  Leger, 
Philip  Mayer, 
Ifaac  JMazyck, 


John  Owen, 
John  Smyth, 
Jofeph  Jenkins, 
Jofeph  Cox, 
Daniel  Leffefne, 
Lewis  Dutarque, 
John  Singeltary. 


NOTE 
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NOTE       XIV.      Page     142. 

By  major-general  Clinton,  commander  of  his  maje^ 
Ji'/s  forces  in  the  fouthern  provinces  of  North- 
America. 

A      PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS  the  mofl  unprovoked  and 
wicked  rebellion  has  for  fome  time  paft 
prevailed,  and  doth  now  exift,  within  his  majefty's 
province  of  South-Carolina ;  and  the  inhabitants, 
forgetting  their  allegiance  to  their  fovereign, 
and  denying  the  authority  of  the  laws  and  fta- 
tutes  of  the  realm,  have,  in  a  fucceflion  of  crimes, 
proceeded  to  the  total  fubverfion  of  all  lawful 
authority,  ufurping  the  powers  of  government, 
and  ereding  a  tyranny  in  the  hands  of  congrefTes 
and  committees  of  various  denominations,  utter- 
ly unknown  and  repugnant  to  the  fpirit  of  the 
Britifh  conflitution  ;  and  divers  people,  in  avowed 
defiance  to  all  legal  authority,  are  now  actually 
in  arms,  waging  unnatural  war  againft  their  King: 
and  whereas  all  attempts  to  reclaim  the  infatu- 
ated and  mifguided  multitude  to  a  fenfe  of  their 
error,  have  unhappily  proved  ineffecluai  :  I  have 
it  in  command  to  proceed  forthwith  againft;  all 
fuch  men,  or  bodies  of  men  in  arms,  and  againft: 
all  congrefles  and  committees  thus  unlawfully 
efliablilhed,  as  againft:  open  enemies  to  the  ft:ate. 
But,  confidering  it  a  duty  infeparable  from  the 
principle  of  humanity,  firfl  of  all  to  forewarn  the 

deluded 
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deluded  people  of  the  miferies  ever  attendant 
upon  civil  war,  I  do  moil  earneftly  entreat,  and 
exhort  them,  as  they  tender  their  own  happinefs, 
and  that  of  their  pofterity,  to  appeafe  the  venge- 
ance of  an  injured  and  juftly  incenfed  nation,  by 
a  return  to  their  duty  to  our  common  fovereign, 
and  to  the  bleflings  of  a  free  government,  as  efta- 
bHfhed  by  law  ;  hereby  offering,  in  his  majefty's 
name,  free  pardon  to  all  fuch  as  ihall  lay  down 
their  arms,  and  fubmit  to  the  laws.  And  I  do 
hereby  require,  that  the  provincial  congrefs  and 
all  committees  of  fafety,  and  other  unlawful  affo- 
ciations,  be  diifolved,  and  the  judges  allowed  to 
hold  their  courts  according  to  the  laws  and  con- 
ftitution  of  this  province  ;  of  which  all  perfons 
are  required  to  take  notice,  as  they  will  anfwer 
the  contrary  at  their  utmoft  peril. 

Given  on  board  the  Sovereign  tranfport,  the 
6th  day  of  June,  1776,  and  in  the  i6th  year 
of  his  majefty's  reign. 

H.  Clinton. 

By  command  of  general  Clinton, 
Richard  Reave,  fecretary. 

To  the  magiftrates  of  the  province  of 
South-Carolina,  to  be  by  them  made 
publick. 


NOTE 
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In       congress. 

Philadelphia,  July  20th,  1776. 

ESOLVED,  that  the  thanks  of  the  United 
States  of  America  be  given  to  major-gene- 
ral Lee,  colonel  William  Moultrie,  colonel  WiU 
liam  Thompfon,  and  the  officers  and  foldiers 
under  their  commands,  who,  on  the  28th  of  June 
lafl,  repulfed,  with  fo  much  valour,  the  attack 
which  was  that  day  made  on  the  ftate  of  South- 
Carohna,  by  the  fleet  and  army  of  his  Britannic 
majefty. 

That  mr.  prefident  tranfmit  the  foregoing  re- 
folution  to  general  Lee,  colonel  Moultrie  and 
colonel  Thompfon. 

By  order  of  the  Congrefs, 

John  Hancock,  prefident. 

NOTE       XVL       Page     147. 

A  return  of  the  number  of  privates,  and  of  the 
names  of  the  officers,  in  the  fecond  regiment  of 
South -Carolina,  who  were  in  the  fort  on  SuUi- 
van^s  ijland,  and  fought  the  Britijh  feet  on  the 
i?>th  of  June  1776. 

NE    colonel,    one   lieutenant-colonel,    one 
major,  ten  captains,  feven  firft  lieutenants, 
nine  fecond  lieutenants,   one   adjutant,   twenty- 
four 
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four  fergeants,    fourteen   drums  and  fifes,  and 
three  hundred  and  fix  privates. 

Names  of  the  Officers. 

William  Moultrie,  colonel, 
Ifaac  Motte,  lieutenant-colonel, 
Francis  Marion,  major. 

CAPTAINS. 


>'0') 


Peter  Horry, 
Nicholas  Eveleigh, 
James  M'Donald, 
Ifaac  Harleflion, 
Charles  Motte, 
Francis  Huger, 
Richard  Afliby, 
Richard  Shubrick, 
"William  Oliphant, 
John  Blake. 

LIEUTENANTS. 

"William  Charnock, 
Thomas  Lelfefne, 
Thomas  Moultrie, 
Daniel  Maryck, 
Jacob  Shubrick, 
Thomas  Dunbar, 
William  Moultrie,  jUgi^K|, 


Thomas 
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Thomas  Hall, 
Henry  Gray, 
ifaac  Dubofe, 
Richard-Bohun  Baker, 
Adrian  Provaufe, 
Richard  Mafon, 
Peter  Gray, 
Bafil  Jackfon, 

Marion, 

Andrew  Delient,  adjutant. 


NOTE      XVII.      Page     155. 

Intercepted  letters^  relative  to  a  plan  of  fo-operation 
by  the  Britijh  Indians  and  tories  againji  the  friends 
of  Congrefs  in  the  wejiern  parts  of  the  fouthern 
Jiates. 

Gentlemen, 

OME  time  ago  mr.  Cameron  and  myfelf 
wrote  you  a  letter  by  mr.  Thomas,  and  en- 
clofed  you  a  talk  we  had  with  the  Indians  refped- 
ing  the  purchafe  which  is  reported  you  lately  made 
of  them,  on  the  river  Wattaga  Neluchudkey, 
&;c.  we  are  fmce  informed  that  you  are  under 
great  apprehentions  of  the  Indians  doing  mifchief 
immediately ;  but  it  is  not  the  defire  of  his  maje- 
fly  to  fet  his  friends  and  allies  the  Indians  on 
his  liege  fubjeds,  therefore  whoever  you  are,  that 
are  willing  to  join  his  majeily's  forces,  as  foon  as 
they  arrive  at  the  Cherokee  nation,  by  repairing 

to 
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to  the  King's  ftandard,  ihall  find  prote£lion,  and 
their  families,  and  be  free  from  all  danger  what- 
ever ;  yet,  that  his  majePcy's  officers  may  be  cer- 
tain which  of  you  are  willing  to  take  up  arms  in 
his  majefty's  jufl:  right,  I  have  thought  fit  to  re- 
commend it  to  you,  and  every  one  that  is  defir- 
ous  of  preventing  inevitable  ruin  to  themfelves 
and  families,  immediately  to  fubfcribe  a  written 
paper,  acknowledging  their  allegiance  to  his  ma- 
jefty  King  George,  and  that  they  are  ready  and 
willing,  whenever  called  on,  to  appear  in  arms  in 
defence  of  the  Britifh  right  in  America ;  which 
paper,  as  foon  as  it  is  figned,  and  fent  to  me  by  a 
fafe  hand,  fhould  any  of  the  inhabitants  be  defir- 
ous  of  knowing  how  they  are  to  be  free  from 
every  kind  of  infult  or  danger,  inform  them  that 
his  majefty  will  immediately  land  an  army  in  the 
Weft-Flordia,  march  them  through  the  Creek  to 
the  Chickafaw  nation,  where  five  hundred  war- 
riors from  each  nation  are  to  join  them,  and  then 
come  by  Chote,  who  have  promifed  their  affift-. 
ance,  and  then  to  take  poiTeffion  of  the  frontiers 
df  North-Carolina  and  Virginia,  at  the  fame 
time  that  his  majefty's  forces  make  a  div^rfion 
on  the  fea  coad  of  thofe  provinces.  If  any  of 
the  inhabitants  have  any  beef,  cattle,  flour,  pork, 
or  horfes  tofpare,  they  fhall  have  a  good  price 
for  them,  for  applying  to  us  as  foon  as  his  maje- 
ity*s  troops  are  embodied. 

-  I  am, 

Tour's,  &:c. 
(Signed)  Henry  Stuart. 
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Wattaga. 
This  day  Nathan  Read  came  before  one  of 
the  juftices  of  Wattaga,  and  made  oath  on  the 
Holy  Evangelifts  of  Almighty  God,  that  a  ftranger 
came  up  to  Charles  Robinfon's  gate  yefterday 
evening,  who  he  was  he  did  not  know,  and  de- 
livered a  letter,  a  true  copy  of  which  is  above. 

John  Carter. 

Sworn  before  me  the  19th  of  May,  1776. 

Atteft,  James  Smith. 


Extra^  of  a  letter  to  general  Gage,  from  lord  Wil- 
liam Campbell,  late  governor  of  South-Carolina* 

Tamar,  in  Rebellion-Road,  September  20,  1775. 

Sir, 

I  DID  myfelf  the  honour  to  write  to  your  ex- 
cellency by  the  only  two  opportunities  that  of- 
fered fmce  my  arrival  in  this  province.  Captain 
Tollemache  and  Mr,  Logic,  and  was  in  hopes  his 
majefty's  fervicc  to  the  northward  would  have 
permitted  fome  little  attention  to  have  been  paid 
to  the  fouthern  provinces.  I  have  now  only  to 
acquaint  your  excellency,  that  this  province  has 
for  fome  time  been  in  a  ftate  of  open  rebellion, 
and  after  undergoing  many  mortifications  and 
infults,  I  was  at  lafl  obliged  a  few  days  ago  to 
take  refuge  on  board  the  Tam.ar,  and  leave  the 

officers 
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officers  of  the  crown  difarmed  and  confined  to 
Charlefton  ;  the  bearer  of  this,  mr.  Kirkland, 
was  a  lieutenant  of  militia  in  the  back  parts  of 
this  country ;  I  know  him  to  be  a  man  who  has 
great  influence  there,  and  by  his  attachment  to 
government  he  has,  I  fear,  facrificed  his  all ;  he 
has  acquainted  me  with  the  particulars  of  the 
plan  he  means  to  communicate  to  your  excellen- 
cy, and  I  am  convinced,  if  the  execution  is  not 
delayed  too  long,  he  may  be  made  very  ufeful 
in  this  and  the  neighbouring  provinces,  Georgia 
and  North-Carolina.  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  great  regard. 

Sir, 
Your  excellency's  mod  obedient, 

and  moil  humble  fervant, 

W.  Campbell. 


Exira^  of  a  letter  to  general  Grant, 

St.  Auguftine,  06lober  4,  1775. 

I  HAVE  the  pleafure  of  your's  by  the  St.  Law- 
rence ;  by  fending  her  you  have  done  your  old 
government  effential  fervice  ;  we  wanted  fuch  a 
veflel  very  much  :  fhe  appeared  off  one  day,  and 
came  over  the  bar  the  next  with  eafe,  and  with- 
out a  rub,  and  without  unloading  her  guns  or 
provifions  ;  our  bar  is  better  than  ever  I  knew  it. 
By  our  fteady  attachment  to  our  mother- country, 
we  are  become  an  eye-fore  to  our  filler- colonies, 
particularly  to  our  fcolilh  young  filler  Georgia 
I J  u  and 
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and  Carolina  ;  they  threatened,  and  have  done 
every  thing  in  their  power  to  flarve  us,  which  is- 
not  in  their  power  to  efFefl ;  their  threats  were 
of  fervice,  and  alarmed  the  people  here  at  firft,  but 
I  told  them  I  was  glad  of  it ; — that  it  was  a  fliame 
to  truil  our  exiftence  to  others,  and  give  them 
our  money  for  what  we  could  mak6  as  eafily  as 
they  could,  which  they  now  found  to  be  true  ; 
almofl  every  planter  has  made  his  provifions,  ma- 
ny a  great  deal  to  fpare  :  I  have  above  eight  hun- 
dred bufhels  of  corn  to  fpare  of  the  Belle  Vifla 
crop,  a  fine  crop  of  rice  at  the  Mufquiro,  already 
reaped  and  in  the  barn-yard  j  a  fecond  cutting 
of  the  fame  rice  almofl  ripe. 

I  Aisf  furprifed  to  find  you  and  the  army  in  the 
flate  you  have  l^een  in  ;  I  flatter  myfelf  you  will 
move  to  advantage  foon.  The  fouthern  people 
are  madder  than  the  northern,  though  I  believe 
not  fuch  great  rogues  ;  they  have  got  to  the  high- 
eft  pitch  of  raving  madnefs  ;  you  will  have  heard 
of  one  hundred  and  ten  barrels  of  our  powder  taken 
out  of  Loftus,  off  our  bar,  by  a  veflel  fitted  out 
of  Carolina,  with  an  order  from  the  prefident  of 
the  committee  of  fafety  to  proceed  on  that  bufi- 
nefs.  Our  neighbours  talk  of  vifiting  us  to  take 
our  ordnance  flores,  but  this  I  look  upon  as  mere 
vapour,  and  that  they  will  not  feel  bold  enough  j 
if  they  do,  we  will  do  our  beft  to  drefs  them  ; — 
I  hope  the  general  will  not  take  any  more  of  the 
troops  from  us  ;  I  think  he  has  already  weakened 
us  too  much  ;   confider  the  fort  and  its  contents ; 

confider 
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confider  what  our  neighbours  are  willing  to  do  ; 
confider  alfo  that  this  is  the  beft,  and  only  im- 
mediate communication  between  Great-Britain 
and  our  red  *  brothers.  The  beft  friends  of 
Great-Britain  are  in  the  back  parts  of  the  Caro- 
linas  and  Georgia ;  if  the  Indians  were  put  in 
motion  they  would  fuffer,  and  not  the  rebels  ;  but 
this  will  be  dehvered  to  you  by  one  colonel  Mo- 
fes  Kirkland,  who  comes  exprefs  to  general  Gage; 
to  him  I  refer  you — what  he  tells  you  you  may 
depend  on ;  I  think  he  may  be  made  a  powerful 
inftrument  in  the  hands  of  government,  ihould 
any  thing  be  done  this  way,  which  I  think  ought 
immediately  to  be  undertaken  ;  he  knows  every 
inch  of  Carolina,  every  road  and  by-road,  every 
creek  and  fwamp,  every  perfon,  and  has  a  mod 
extenfive  influence  ;  is  refolute,  active  and  enter- 
prifing,  and  I  think  ought  to  receive  the  earliefl 
encouragement :  he  has  not  had  a  liberal  edu- 
cation, but  pofleffes  clear,  flrong,  and  manly 
fenfe  ;  and  I  think  he  is  entirely  to  be  depended 
-©niP^I  have  had  Mulcafter  with  me,  he  will  fend 
you  fome  papers ;  fome  others  fhall  be  done  on 
a  larger  fcale ;  Kirkland  can  give  you  good  intel- 
ligence : — Wallace,  |  who  ads  with  fo  much 
fpirit  and  honour,  can  alfo  furniili  you  with  rich 
materials  on  that  head  ;  I  remember  he  was  very 
bufy  whea  there  in  founding  and  fiirveying.     I 

lament, 

*  Red  Brothers,  a  nickname  for  Indians. 

+  A  captain  of  a  man  of  war.  He  was  feveral  years  ftationcd 
in  Carolina,  and  had  infinite  marks  of  friendihip  and  civility 
Ihewn  bira. 
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lament,  as  you  may  imagine,  the  prefent  ftate  of 
affairs,  and  the  fituation  of  moft  of  my  friends, 
who  have  been  worked  powerfully  on,  and  have, 
to  my  great  forrow,  taken  a  wrong  turn.  I  need 
not  fay  any  thing  further  to  you  on  the  ftate  of 
things  in  thefe  parts  of  the  world,  as  Kirkland 
will  be  better  than  a  very  long  letter.  I  hope 
foon  to  fee  order  drawn  out  of  confufion,  and 
reftored,  and  that  good  men  may  efcape  ;  but 
that  every  rogue  and  vile  fool,  and  that  every 
wilful  and  violent  oppofer  may  meet  with  their 
full  and  juft  reward.  My  dear  friend,  adieu ! 
I  am,  moft  affectionately  and  fmcerely  your's, 

John  Moultrie.* 


ExtraB  of  a  letter  from  captain  Frederick  George 
Mulcajier,  an  engineer  fettled  in  Augufiine,  to 
general  Grant. 

St.  Auguftine,  Sept.  29,   1775. 

There  arrived  here  about  four  days  ago  colo- 
nel Kirkland,  one  of  the  back-country  fettlers  in 
South-Carolina  ;  he  refufed  to  fign  the  affociati- 
on,  and  was  the  occafion  of  many  others  doing 
fo ;  William-rlenry  Drayton  did  his  utmoft  en- 
deavours 

*  Mr.  John  Moultrie  is  a  native  of  South-Carolina,  and  bro- 
ther of  colonel  William  Moultrie,  who  fo  gallantly  defended 
the  fort  on  Sullivan's  illand,  and  defeated  the  Engllfh  fqua- 
dron  commanded  by  fir  Peter  Parker.  He  was  prevailed  upon 
by  governor  Grant  to  quit  Carolina,  and  fettle  in  Eaft-Florida, 
of  which  province  he  was  by  the  intercfl  of  mr.  Grant  made 
lieutenant  governor. 
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deavours  to  gain  him  over  to  their  party,  but  in 
vain  ;  tbcy  then  offered  a  reward  of  two  thoufand 
pounds  fterhng  to  any  one  that  would  apprehend 
him  ;  he  efcaped  at  lail  from  a  party  who  was  in 
purfuit  of  him,  by  getting  between  them  and 
Charlefton,  and  took  that  road,  which  they  not 
in  the  lead  fufpeding,  he  got  fafe,  after  a  journey 
of  two  hundred  miles,  to  lord  William  Campbell's 
houfe,  and  from  thence,  the  next  morning,  on 
board  the  man  of  war  ;  he  fays  the  back  fettlers 
are  two  to  one  in  number  more  than  the  rebel- 
party  ;  they  got  fome  powder,  but  when  it  came 
to  be  divided  they  had  only  two  rounds  a  man  ; 
he  fails  from  hence  in  the  tranfport  to  Virginia, 
in  order  to  proceed  to  general  Gage  ;  he  has  an 
honefl  open  countenance,  good  natural  under- 
ilanding,  and  may  be  a  man  of  infinite  ufe,  when 
troops  are  fent  to  Charlefton,  (which  furely  will 
not  be  long  ;)  even  now  a  regiment  to  be  fcnt 
up  Savannah  river,  their  back  fettlers  would  meet 
them,  and  the  two  provinces  of  Georgia  and  Ca- 
rolina would  be  thrown  into  terror  ;  the  commit- 
tee here  prevented  fait  and  other  articles,  which 
they  cannot  be  without,  from  being  fent  to  them  ; 
thefe  circumftances  inflame  the  back-fettlers,  who 
only  want  ammunition  to  do  themfelves  juftice. 
Kirldand  has  undoubtedly  great  weight  with 
thofe  people.  Since  he  came  away  his  plantation 
has  been  ranfacked,  five  thoufand  weight  of  in- 
digo deftroyed,  and  his  fixty  negroes  he  knows 
not  where  ;  he  has  with  him  a  fon  about  twelve 
or  thirteen  years  old,  who  efcaped  by  being  drefled 

like 
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like  a  girl,  for  they  ufed  their  utmofl:  endeavours 
to  get  him,  in  hopes  the  feizing  his  child  would 
bring  him  to  terms  ;  you  will  undoubtedly  fee 
him,  and  he  will  give  you  a  true  flate  of  the 
fouthern  provinces ;  the  above  particulars  you 
may  depend  upon,  and  I  write  them  that  you 
may  not  be  without  intelligence  in  regard  to  a 
part  of  the  world  you  have  already  ferved  in  with 
fo  much  fuccefs.  The  Catawba  Indians  are  with 
the  rebel-party  ;  but  they  confift  of  a  few,  and 
as  thefc  back-fettlers  are  feated  round  their  nati- 
on, they  intend  to  feize  their  women  and  chil- 
dren the  moment  they  hear  they  attempt  violence. 
John  Stuart  got  fome  powder-  from  Tonyn,  and 
fent  it  by  an  interpreter  and  an  Indian  to  the 
Creek  nation,  but  they  were  met  by  fome  Geor- 
gians on  the  north  fide  of  Mazo,  who  had  got 
information  from  one  Lane  of  this  province,  who 
feized  the  ammunition,  and  carried  it  to  Savan- 
nah ;  however,  the  interpreter  and  the  Indian 
proceeded  to  the  nation  :  John  Stuart's  deputy, 
Cameron,  wrote  him  word  fome  time  fmce,  if  they 
did  not  get  powder  he  could  not  anfwer  for  the 
Indians,  as  he  believed  they  would  certainly  go 
down  to  Savannah  to  demand  it ;  fo  it  is  not  un- 
likely they  may  have  fome  of  their  red  *  brethren 
upon  their  backs  ;  fome  of  the  gentlemen  of 
Georgia  ftill  hold  out,  and  have  not  figned  the 
irJociation  ;  but  governor  Wright  has  no  autho- 
rity, nor  has  not  had  any  for  fome  time.  Lord 
Dartmouth   has    direded   the   land-office   to    be 

opened 
*  Savage  Indians. 
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opened  for  this  province,  in  order  to  grant  land 
to  any  perfons  who  choofe  to  take  refuge  here, 
and  to  be  free  of  quit- rents  for  ten  years. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr,  John  Stuart  to 
general  Gage. 

St.  Auguftine,  Odober  3,   1775. 

Sir, 
Last  night  I  had  the  honour  of  receiving 
your  excellency's  letter  of  September  12,  and  I 
fliall  pay  the  flrideft  attention  to  your  commands 
contained  in  it.  Nothing  in  my  power  fliali  be 
negleded  to  forward  the  intereft  of  government, 
and  your  excellency's  views. 

-  >k   '- 

Since  writing  my  lad  letter  by  colonel  Kirk- 
land,  I  have  received  by  the  way  of  Savannah  a 
copy  of  a  Talk  from  the  Cherokees  to  mr.  Ca- 
meron, which  I  now  enclofe  ;  it  fhews  their  dif- 
pofition,  which  I  fhali  by  all  means  cultivate,  * 
for  which  purpofe  my  brother  is  preparing  to  fet 
off  for  the  Creek,  and  afterwards  for  the  Chero- 
kee'nation.  It  occurs  to  me,  that  it  will  no 
longer  be  good  policy  to  foment  the  difference 
between  the  Choclaw  and  Creek  Indians  ;  for 
while  they  continue  at  war,  it  will  be  difficult,  or 

even 

*  The  Talk  contained  an  afTurance  from  the  Chei-okees,  that 
they  were  ready  to  attend  Camerox),  and  maflacre  ail  the  back 
fettlers  of  Carolina  and  Georgia,  without  diftindion  of  age  or 
fex. 
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even  impoflible,  to  get  the  Creeks  to  a6t  in  his 
majefty's  fervice,  by  which  they  muft  expofe 
their  women  and  children  to  the  attacks  of  their 
enemies.  I  Ihall  impatiently  wait  for  your  excel- 
lency's ideas  upon  this  fubjed,  which  I  humbly 
fubmit ;  in  the  mean-time  I  fhall  fend  the  necef- 
fary  inflrudions  throughout  the  diftridt. 

I  SHALL  immediately  take  fleps  to  get  fomc 
Indians  here,  which  will  be  an  acquifition  to  this 
place  in  its  prefent  weak  ftate,  and  I  have  been 
for  fome  time  paft  ufmg  all  poffible  means  of 
fupplying  myfelf  with  neceflaries  for  engaging 
the  Indians  firmly  in  his  majefty's  intereft.  I  am 
apprehenfive  I  fhall  find  difficulty  in  getting  a 
fupply  of  provifions.  I  have  the  honour  of  be- 
ing, with  the  utmoft  refpeO:, 
Sir, 

Your  excellency's  moft  obedient, 

and  moft;  humble  fervant, 

John  Stuart. 


St.  Auguftine,  3  October,  1775. 
Sir, 

Colonel  Kirkland  will  acquaint  your  excel- 
lency that  a  great  majority  of  the  frontiers  and 
back  inhabitants  of  CaroHna  are  attached  to, 
and  inclined  to  fupport  government  ;  in  fuch 
circumftances,  I  conceive,  that  an  indifcriminatc 
attack  by  Indians,  would  be  contrary  to  your 
excellency's  idea,  and  might  do  much  harm — ■. 

but 
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but  I  fliall  dlfpofe  them  to  join  in  executing  any 
concerted  plan,  and  to  adl  with  and  affift  their 
well-difpofed  neighbour — The  Attachaway  Indi- 
ans are  now  here,  and  I  now  look  with  impati- 
ence for  anfwers  to  my  defpatches  to  the  different 
nations,  which  I  have  reafon  to  exped  every 
hour.     I  have  the  honour  of  being,  molt  refpeft- 

fully, 

Sir, 

Your  excellency's  mofh  obedient, 
mofl  humble  fervant, 

John  Stuart. 
To  general  Gage. 

These,  and  feveral  other  letters  to  the  fame 
effect,  were  found  in  poffeffion  of  Mofes  Kirk- 
land,  who  was  taken  prifoner  by  the  Americans 
in  his  paffage  to  Bofton,  in  the  year  1775,  whi- 
ther he  was  going  exprefs  to  general  Gage,  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  royal  army. — For  fur- 
ther particulars  fee  Almon's  Remembrancer  for 
J 776,  part  3d,  pages  176 — 180. 


NOTE 


w- 
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NOTE      XVIII.      Page     158. 

Copy  of  talks  delivered  to  his  excellency  the  prefideni 
of  SGiitk-Carolina,  in  council,  February  3,  1777, 
by  the  Bird  and  the  Mankiller,  warriors  of  the 

Cherokee  nation, 

T  H  E      B  I  R  D. 

WAS  ordered  to  come  down  here  to  this  houfe. 

I  am  come  down  here,  and  I  fee  you  all  here. 
I  am  come  down  the  path — and  I  have  fwept  it 
with  a  white  cloth,  and  made  it  bright  and 
clear — I  come  from  the  nation. 

I  AM  now  in  my  beloved  brother's  houfe.  My 
nation  fent  me  as  a  meffenger.  My  nation  have 
feen  their  folly,  and  I  hope  my  beloved  men  of 
Charlefton  will  take  me  by  the  hand.  I  am  fent 
down  with  a  good  talk,  and  I  hope  you  and  the 
people  will  hear  it. 

A  String  of  white  Beads. 

We  have  got  a  town  called  Tomawtly,  and 
feveral  brother-towns — they  have  fent  this  as  a 
token,  and  hope  now  to  reft  in  their  beds  and 
ileep. 

A  String  of  white  Beads, 

The  beloved  men  of  Noewee  have  fent  this, 
and  hope  to  hear  a  good  talk  back.     They  have 

been 
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been  walking  through  the  Long  Grafs,  and  want 
now  to  ftay  at  home. 

A  String  of  white  Beads.  - 

The  warriors  of  Cootels  were  gone  out  when 
I  came  away  to  go  and  hunt  for  meat. 

A  String  of  white  Beads. 

The  town  of  Okoneylufty  fent  this — they 
heard  a  good  talk  there  from  the  beloved  man 
who  fent  a  woman  with  it. 

A  fmall  String  of  white  Beads. 

The  warrior  of  Cowee  fent  this  by  me  the 
warrior  of  Noewee.  The  people  of  Cowee,  he 
faid,  would  come  back  and  fettle  their  houfes  in 
the  fpring,  but  that  they  were  out  now  hunting. 

A  String  of  white  Beads. 

A  beloved  woman  in  the  valley  fends  you 
this.  She  fays  the  Great  Man  above  directs  all 
things.  Her  eldefl  fifter  had  children  above,  and 
fhe  hopes  they  v/ould  have  children  raifed  up 
altogether.  The  Great  Man  above  had  fent  fire 
down  and  fpoiled  the  path,  and  hoped  they 
would  make  the  path  clear  again. 

A  String  of  white  Beads. 

I  am  come  down  to  talk  with  my  brothers, 
and  I  hope  to  talk  good  with  them.  I  am  but  a 
young  man,  but  I  will  talk  good,  and  I  hope  to 

have 
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have  good  talks  to  carry  back.  The  Great  Man 
above  put  us  all  down  upon  the  earth,  but  I 
don't  know  what  is  the  matter  that  we  quarrel. 
My  father  has  come  down  with  me — is  with  me 
now,  and  hears  me  talk.  My  father  is  with  my 
elded  brothers,  and  is  telling  you  what  to  do. 
My  Father  above  has  told  you  my  eldeft  brothers 
to  take  care  of  your  youngefl  brothers,  the  red 
people.  When  the  v/hite  people  came  over  here 
firft,  the  Great  Man  above  fet  them  here  by  the 
river-fide  very  faft.  The  red  people  were  for- 
merly very  glad  to  fee  their  eldeil  brothers,  and 
their  brothers  were  very  glad  to  fee  them.  There 
is  a  white  cloth  now  in  the  path,  and  I  hope  we 
will  all  walk  on  it  and  dirty  it  no  more.  I  hope 
we  will  all  hold  one  another  fad  by  the  hand. 

A  String  of  white  Beads. 

I  TALK  good.  I  am  fent  as  a  meffenger,  and 
I  hope  the  children  will  grow  up  on  both  fides. 
I  am  come  down  to  talk  that  the  children  may 
be  raifed  up — that  the  children  may  grow  up  as 
the  woods  grow  in  the  woods.  I  hope  my  oldefl 
brothers  will  take  care  of  my  youngeft  brothers. 
I  am  not  a  rogue,  nor  will  I  give  a  roguifh  talk, 
but  (land  to  what  talk  I  give.  I  am  fent  as  a 
meflenger  ;  they  told  me  not  to  be  tired,  but 
come  and  give  the  talk  they  fent  by  me.  The 
beloved  town  of  Choti  fent  this.  The  prince  of 
Choti  fays,  when  he  hears  a  talk  from  his  bro- 
thers, he  will  thank  rae  for  bringing  this  talk 
here. 

I  TOLD 
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1  TOLD  them  to  come  and  hear  the  talk,  but 
they  faid  they  had  been  and  given  a  talk  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  they  now  fend  this.  That  by  that 
talk  they  had  made  the  path  flraight  and  clear, 
and   hoped   they   would   have   traders   come   in 

again. 

A  String  of  white  Beads. 


The       MANKILLER. 

My  eldeft  brothers  and  the  warriors  are  now 
met  here  to  hear  what  I  am  going  to  fay.  For- 
merly my  great  father  and  the  warrior  made  the 
path  ftrong,  but  you  have  now  broken  it.  The 
boys  have  thrown  off  their  father,  and  I  am  now 
come  into  light,  now  I  am  come  into  this  houfe. 
You  have  deftroyed  my  houfes,  but  it  is  not  my 
eldeft  brothers  fault,  but  my  father's  over  the 
great  water. 

A  STPaNG  of  white  Beads* 

I  MET  the  warrior,  beloved  man,  in  the  Long 
Grafs,  and  had  good  talks  with  him.  I  am  not 
fent  as  a  meffenger  as  the  others  are — I  come  of 
my  own  accord  along  with  the  warrior  colonel 
Williamfon. 

A  String  of  white  Beads. 

A  beloved  woman  on  little  Choti  fent  this. 
She  fays  the  young  men  are  great  rogues — her 
children  are  out  in  the  woods,  and  fhe  does  not 

like 
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like  it — Ihe  hopes   you   will   make   it   up  with 
them. 

A  String  of  white  Beads. 

My  old  friend  mr.  Williamfon  has  been  a 
great  trader — but  I  was  told  you  were  all  naked — 
but  I  have  been  about  town  and  find  a  great  deal 
of  goods.  I  gave  a  great  deal  of  land  over  Sa- 
vannah river  to  pay  my  debts.  I  owed  him,  but 
I  underitand  my  father  over  the  great  water 
would  not  let  him  keep  it.  The  warriors  in  the 
lower  towns  have  taken  away  his  goods,  but  they 
cannot  take  away  his  land  that  is  his,  given  him 
by  the  whole  nation. 

A  String  of  white  Beads. 


NOTE       XIX.      Page     158. 

Articles  of  the  dejinitive  trealy  of  -peace ^  concluded 
on^  andfig'ned  at  Dewifs  Corner^  the  20th  day 
of  May,  1777,  between  the  ftates  of  South-Caro- 
lina and  Georgia  and  the  Cherokee  Indians, 

Article  I.  ^  |  ^HE  Cherokee  nations  acknow- 
JL  ledge,  that  the  troops,  during 
laft  fummer,  repeatedly  defeated  their  forces, 
viclorioully  penetrated  through  their  lower  towns, 
middle  fettlements  and  vallies,  and  quietly  and 
unoppofed  built,  held,  and  continue  to  occupy, 
the  fort  at  Seneca,  thereby  did  effed  and  main- 
tain the  conqueft  of  all  the  Cherokee  lands,  eaft- 

ward 
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ward  of  the  Unacaye  mountain  j  and,  to  and  for 
their  people,  did  acquire,  poffefs,  and  yet  continue 
to  hold,  in  and  over  the  faid  lands,  all  and  fin- 
gular  the  rights  incidental  to  conqueft  ;  and  the 
Cherokee  nation,  in  confequence  thereof,  do  cede 
the  faid  lands  to  the  faid  people,  the  people  of 
South-Carolina. 

Article  II.  South-Carolina  will  immediately 
fend  a  fupply  of  goods  into  the  Cherokee  nation 
and  fettlements  for  fale,  and  permit  the  Chero- 
kecs,  during  their  good  behaviour,  to  inhabit  the 
middle  fettlements  and  vallies  weftward  of  the 
higheft  part  of  the  Occonnee  mountain  ;  but 
they  fhall  not,  beyond  a  hne  extended  fouth-weft 
and  north-eaft  acrofs  the  higheft  part  of  the  Oc- 
connee mountain,  proceed  or  advance,  without 
permiflion  from  the  commanding  officer  at  fort 
Rutledge  ;  to  apply  for  which,  one  runner  may 
at  any  time  be  fent  by  the  Cherokees  :  provided 
neverthelefs,  that,  during  this  prefent  year,  the 
Cherokees  may  raife,  gather  and  remove,  the 
corn  they  have  planted  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the 
Occonnee  mountain. 

Article  III.  The  government  of  South-Ca- 
rolina will  endeavour  that  the  Cherokees  be  fur- 
nifhed  with  fupplies  of  goods  as  ufuai ;  and  that 
the  trade  fliall  be  put  under  the  beft  regulations. 
Every  perfon,  who,  without  a  proper  pafs  or  li- 
,cenfe,  fhall  arrive  in  the  Cherokee  nation  or  fet- 
tlements, the  Cherokees  (hall  immediately  appre- 
hend, 
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hend,  and  deliver  to  the  commanding  officer  at 
fort  Rutledge,  and  feize  to  their  own  ufe  all  the 
cattle,  horfes,  goods  and  efFedts,  conducted  into 
their  fcttlements  by  every  fuch  perfon. 

Article  IV.  Every  white  perfon  who  infti- 
gated,  or  endeavoured  to  inltigate,  the  Chero- 
kees  to  the  late  war,  or  encouraged  or  aided 
them,  or  endeavoured  to  do  fo  in  the  profecuti- 
on  of  it,  and  who  now  is,  or  hereafter  may  be, 
in  their  power,  fhall,  without  delay,  by  the  Che- 
rokees,  be  apprehended  and  delivered  to  the 
commanding  officer  at  fort  Rutledge  ;  and  the 
Cherokees  fhall  take  to  their  own  ufe  all  the  ef- 
feds,  which  in  their  nation  or  fettlements  they 
may  find  in  the  pofTeffion  of,  or  belonging  to, 
every  fuch  white  perfon,  and  for  every  fuch 
white  perfon  fo  delivered,  fhall  be  paid  five  hun- 
dred pounds  weight  of  dreffed  leather,  or  the 
value  thereof. 

Article  V.  Any  Indian  who,  in  the  Chero* 
kee  nation  or  fettlements,  fhall  murder  a  white 
perfon,  fhall  be  immediately  apprehended  and 
conveyed  to  fort  Rutledge  by  the  Cherokees, 
who,  in  prefence  of  the  commanding  officer  at 
that  poll,  fliall  put  the  murderer  to  death  ;  and 
if  any  white  or  other  perfon  belonging  to  South- 
Carolina  or  Georgia,  fhall,  in  the  Cherokee  na- 
tion, or  any  white  or  other  perfon  fhall,  in  South- 
Carolina  or  Georgia,  murder  a  Cherokee  Indi- 
an,  every  fuch  perfon,  duly  convicted  thereof, 

fhall 


(     353     ) 

fliall  fuiFer  death  in  prefence  of  the  Cherokee 
Indians,  if  any  fhall  attend  at  the  time  and  place 
of  execution ;  and  that  they  may  have  an  op- 
portunity of  attending,  due  notice  of  the  time 
and  place  of  fuch  intended  execution  fhall  be 
fent  to  the  Cherokees. 

Article  VI.  All  white  and  Indian  perfons 
ihall  be  fet  at  liberty  as  foon  as  pollible  ;  all  ne- 
groes taken  during  the  late  war,  and  who  now 
are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  in  the  power  of  the 
Cherokees,  fhall,  as  foon  as  pofTible,  be  delivered 
to  the  commanding  officer  at  fort  Rutledge,  to- 
gether with  the  horfes,  by  atiy  of  their  people, 
before  the  late  war,  flolen  from  South-Carolina, 
Georgia,  North-Carolina,  or  Virginia,  and  which 
now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  in  the  power  of 
the  Cherokees,  to  the  end  that  reftitution  may 
be  made  to  their  true  owners. 

Article  VII.  For  every  runaway  negro  that 
fhall  be  apprehended  and  delivered  by  the  Che- 
rokees to  the  commanding  officer  at  fort  Rut- 
ledge,  fhall  be  paid  one  hundred  pounds  vi^eight 
of  leather,  or  the  value  thereof. 

Article  VIII.  The  hatchet  fhall  be  forever 
buried,  and  there  fliall  be  an  univerfal  peace  and 
friendfhip  re-eftablifhed  between  South-Carolina, 
including  the  Catawba  and  Georgia  on  the  one 
part,  and  the  Cherokee  narion  on  the  other ; 
there  fhall  be  a  general  oblivion  of  injuries  ;  the 
X  X  .contracting-- 
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contracling-parties  fliall  ufe  their  utmoft  endea- 
vours to  maintain  the  peace  and  friendfhip  now 
re-eftabhflied,  and  the  Cherokees  fhall,  at  all 
times,  apprehend  and  deliver  to  the  commanding 
officer  at  fort  Rutledge,  every  perfon,  white  or 
red,  who,  in  their  nation  or  fettlements,  fhall  by 
any  means  endeavour  to  inftigate  a  war  by  the 
Cherokee  nation,  or  hoflility,  or  robbery,  by 
any  of  their  people,  againft  or  upon  any  of  the 
American  ftates,  or  fubjeds  thereof.  ,; 

In  witnefs  of  all  and  every  thing  herein  deter- 
mined between  South-Carolina,  Georgia  and  the 
Cherokee  nation,  we,  their  underwritten  com- 
miffioners  and  deputies,  by  virtue  of  our  full 
powers,  feverally,  and  not  one  for  the  other, 
have  figned  this  prefent  definitive  treaty,  in  their 
refpeftive  names,  and  have  caufed  our  feals  to  be 
hereunto  affixed. 

Done  at  Dewit's  Corner,  this  twentieth 
day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
feventy-feven. 


NOTE 
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Tl}e  fecond  petition  of  the  Congrefs  of  the  United 
Colonies  of  North-America  to  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain,  agreed  to  in  Congrefs  on  the  %th  of  July 

^775' 

Mofl  gracious  fovereign, 

E,  your  majefty's  fubjeds  of  the  colonies 
of  New-Hampfhlre,  MaiTachufetts-Bay, 
Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  Con- 
necticut, New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania, 
the  counties  of  New-Caftle,  Kent  and  SulTex  on 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina 
and  South-Carolina,  in  behalf  of  ourfelves  and 
the  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies,  who  have  de- 
puted us  to  reprefent  them  in  general  Congrefs, 
entreat  your  majefly's  gracious  attention  to  this 
our  humble  petition. 

The  union  between  our  mother-country  and 
thefe  colonies,  and  the  energy  of  mild  and  juft 
government,  produced  benefits  fo  remarkably 
important,  and  afforded  fuch  an  affurance  of  their 
permanency  and  increafe,  that  the  wonder  and 
envy  of  other  nations  were  excited,  while  they 
beheld  Great- Britain  rifmg  to  a  power  the  moft 
extraordinary  the  world  had  ever  known. 

Her  rivals,  obferving  that  there  was  no  pro- 
bability of  this  happy  connexion  being  broken 

by 
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by  civil  diffenfions,  and  apprehending  its  future 
effeds,  if  left  any  longer  undiflurbed,  refolved 
to  prevent  her  receiving  fuch  continual  and  for- 
midable acceflions  of  wealth  and  ftrength,  by 
checking  the  growth  of  thofe  fettlements  from 
which  they  were  to  be  derived. 

In  the  profecution  of  this  attempt,  events  fo 
unfavourable  to  the  defign  took  place,  that  every  . 
friend  to  the  interefl  of  Great-Britain  and  thefc 
colonies,  entertained  pleafmg  and  reafonable  ex- 
pectations of  feeing  an  additional  force  and  ex- 
ertion immediately  given  to  the  operations  of  the 
union  hitherto  experienced,  by  an  enlargement 
of  the  dominions  of  the  crown,  and  the  removal 
of  ancient  and  warlike  enemies  to  a  greater 
diflance. 

At  the  conclufion,  therefore,  of  the  late  war, 
the  mod  glorious  and  advantageous  that  ever 
had  been  carried  on  by  Britifh  arms,  your  loyal 
colonics  having  contributed  to  its  fuccefs,  by 
fuch  repeated  and  flrenuous  exertions,  as  fre-' 
quently  procured  them  the  diftinguiflied  approba^ 
tion  of  your  majefty,  of  the  late  King,  and  of 
parhament,  doubted  not  but  that  they  fliould  be 
permitted,  with  the  reft  of  the  empire,  to  fliare 
in  the  bleffings  of  peace,  and  the  emoluments  of 
vidory  and  conqueft. 

While  thefe  recent  and  honourable  acknow- 
ledgments of  their  merits  rem^iin-ed  on  record  in 

the 
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the  journals  and  a6ls  of  that  auguft  legiflaturc, 
the  parliament,  undefaced  by  the  imputation,  or 
even  the  fufpicion  of  any  offence,  they  were 
alarmed  by  a  new  fyftem  of  ftatutes  and  regula- 
tions adopted  for  the  adminiftration  of  the  co- 
lonies, that  filled  their  minds  with  the  mofl 
painful  fears  and  jealoufies  ;  and,  to  their  inex- 
preffible  aftonifhment,  perceived  the  danger  of  a 
foreign  quarrel  quickly  fucceeded  by  domeftick 
danger,  in  their  judgment  of  a  more  dreadful 
kind. 

Nor  were  thefe  anxieties  alleviated  by  any 
tendency  in  this  fyftem  to  promote  the  welfare 
of  their  mother-country.  For  though  its  effecls 
were  more  immediately  felt  by  them,  yet  its  in- 
fluence appeared  to  be  injurious  to  the  commerce 
and  profperity  of  Great-Britain. 

We  fliall  decline  the  ungrateful  tafl:  of  defcrib- 
ing  the  irkfome  variety  of  artifices,  pradifed  by 
many  of  your  majefty's  minifters,  the  delufive 
pretences,  fruitlefs  terrors,  and  unavailing  feve- 
rities  that  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  dealt 
out  by  them,  in  their  attempts  to  execute  this 
impohtick  plan,  or  of  tracing,  throtigh  a  feries 
of  years  paft,  the  progrefs  of  the  unhappy  dif- 
ferences between  Great-Britain  and  thefe  colo- 
nies, that  have  flowed  from  this  fatal  fource. 

Your  majefty's  minifters,  perfevering  in  their 
meafureSj  and  proceeding  to  open  hoftilities  for 

enforcing 
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enforcing  them^'  Irave  compelled  us  to  arm'aii 
bur  own  defence,  and  have  engaged  us  in  a  con^ 
troverfy  fo  peculiarly  abhorrent  to  the  affeftions 
of  your  ftill  faithful  colonifts,  that  when  we  con- 
fider  whom  we  muft  oppofe  in  this  conteft,  and, 
if  it  continues,  what  may  be  the  confequences, 
bur  own  particular  misfortunes  are  accounted  by 
us  only  as  parts  of  our  diftrefs. 

Knowing  to  what  violent  refentments,  and 
incurable  animofities,  civil  difcords  are  apt  to 
exafperate  and  inflame  the  contending  parties, 
we  think  ourfelves  required  by  indifpenfable  obli- 
gations to  Almighty  God,  to  your  majefty,  to 
our  fellow-fubjefts,  and  to  ourfelves,  immedi- 
ately to  ufe  all  the  means  in  our  power,  not  in- 
compatible with  our  fafety,  for  (topping  the  fur- 
ther effufion  of  blood,  and  for  averting  the 
impending  calamities  that  threaten  the  Britiih 
empire.  ^'' 

Thus  called  upon  to  addrefs  your  majefty  on 
affairs  of  fuch  moment  to  America,  and  proba- 
bly to  all  your  dominions,  we  are  earneftly  defir- 
ous  of  performing  this  office  with  the  utmoft 
deference  for  your  majefty ;  and  we  therefore 
pray,  that  your  majefty's  royal  magnanimity  and 
benevolence  may  make  the  moft  favourable  con- 
ftruftions  of  our  exprefFions  on  fo  uncommon 
an  occafion.  Could  we  'reprefent  in  their  full 
force,  the  fentiments  that  agitate  the  minds  of 
us  your  dutiful  fubjecls,  we   are  perfuaded  your 

majefty 
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majefty  would  afcribe  any  feeming  deviation  from 
reverence  in  our  language,  and  even  in  our  con- 
duft,  not  to  any  reprehenfible  intention,  but  to 
the  impoffibility  of  reconciling  the  ufual  appear- 
ances of  refped  with  a  juft  attention  to  our  own 
prefervation  againfl;  thofe  artful  and  cruel  ene- 
mies, who  abufe  your  royal  confidence  and  au- 
thority, for  the  purpofe  of  eifeding  our  deltruc- 
tlon. 

Attached  to  your  majefly's  perfon,  family 
and  government,  with  all  devotion  that  principle 
and  affedion  can  infpire,  conne£led  with  Great- 
Britain  by  the  flrongeft  ties  that  can  unite  focic- 
ties,  and  deploring  every  event  that  tends  in  any 
degree  to  weaken  them,  we  folemnly  aifure  your 
majefty,  that  we  not  only  moft  ardently  defirc 
the  former  harmony  between  her  and  thefe  cc^- 
loniesmay  be  reftored ;  but  that  a  concord  may 
be  eftablilhed  between  them,  upon  fo  firm  a  bafis 
as  to  perpetuate  its  bleffings,  uninterrupted  by 
any  future  diflenfions  to  fucceeding  generations 
in  both  countries,  and  to  tranfmit  your  majefty's 
name  to  pofterity^  adorned  with  that  fignal  and 
lafting  glory,  that  has  attended  the  memory  of 
thofe  illuilrious  perfonages,  whofe  virtues  and 
abilities  have  extricated  ftates  from  dangerous 
convulfions,  and,  by  fecuring  happinefs  to  others, 
have  erefted  the  moft  noble  and  durable  monu- 
ments to  their  own  fame. 

We  beg  leave  further  to^j^ffjLjr^j^yo^ir  piajefty, 
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that  notwlthflandlng  the  fufFerings  of  your  loyal 
colonifts,  during  the  courfe  of  this  prefent  con- 
troverfy,  our  breads  retain  too  tender  a  regard 
for  the  kingdom  from  which  we  derive  our  ori- 
gin, to  requefl  fuch  a  reconcihation  as  might  in 
any  manner  be  inconfiftent  with  her  dignity  or 
her  welfare.  Thefe,  related  as  we  are  to  her, 
honour  and  duty,  as  well  as  inclination,  in- 
duce us  to  fupport  and  advance  j  and  the  appre- 
henfions  that  now  opprefs  our  hearts  with  un- 
fpeakable  grief,  being  once  removed,  your 
majcily  will  find  your  faithful  fubjedls  on  this 
continent  ready  and  willing  at  all  times,  as  they 
have  ever  been,  with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  to 
affert  and  maintain  the  rights  and  interefls  of 
your  majefty,  and  of  our  mother-country. 

We  therefore  befecch  your  majefty,  that  your 
royal  authority  and  influence  may  be  gracioufly 
interpofed  to  procure  us  relief  from  our  afflicting 
fekrs  and  jealoufies,  occafioned.  by  the  fyftem 
before  mentioned,  and  to  fettle  peace  through 
every  part  of  your  dominions,  with  all  humility 
fubmitting  to  your  majefty's  wife  confideration, 
whether  it  may  not  be  expedient  for  facilitating 
thofe  important  purpofes,  that  your  majefty  be 
pleafed  to  direct  fome  mode,  by  which  the  united 
applications  of  your  faithful  colonifts  to  the 
throne,  in  purfuance  of  their  common  councils, 
may  be  improved  into  a  happy  and  permanent 
reconciliation  ;  and  that,  in  the  mean-time,  mea- 
fures  may  be  taken  for  preventing  the  further 

deftrudtion 
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deftru£llon  of  the  lives  of  your  majefty*s  fub- 
jefts ;  and  that  fuch  ftatutes  as  more  immediately 
diftrefs  any  of  your  majefly's  colonies  may  be 

repeated. 

iU   .).;]". 

For,  by  fuch  arrangements  as  your  majefty's 
wifdom  can  form  for  collecting  the  united  fenfe 
of  your  American  people,  we  are  convinced  your 
majefty  would  receive  fuch  fatisfadory  proofs  of 
the  difpofition  of  the  coloniils  towards  their  fo- 
vereign  and  parent-ftate,  that  the  willied-for  op- 
portunity would  foon  be  reflored  to  them,  of 
evincing  the  fmcerity  of  their  profeffions,  by  every 
teftimony  of  devotion  becoming  the  moft  dutiful 
fubjeds  and  the  mod  aifedionate  coloniils. 

That  your  majefty  may  enjoy  a  long  and 
profperous  reign,  and  that  your  defcendants  may 
govern  your  dominions  with  honour  to  themfelves 
and  happinefs  to  their  fubjeds,  is  our  fmcere 
prayer. 


N  O  T  E 
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NOTE       XXI.       Page     163. 

The  fecond  addrefs  of  the  Congrefs  of  the  United 
Colonies  of  North-America  to  the  people  of  Great" 
Britain,  agreed  to  in  Congrefs  the  Sth  day  of 

July  lyys. 

Friends,  countrymen  and  brethren, 

BY  thefe,  and  by  every  other  appellation  that 
may  defignate  the  ties  which  bind  us  to 
each  other,  we  entreat  your  ferious  attention  to 
this  our  fecond  attempt  to  p'-event  their  diffolu- 
tion.  Remembrance  of  former  friendfhips,  pride 
in  the  glorious  atchievements  of  our  common 
anceftors,  and  affedlions  for  the  heirs  of  their 
virtues,  have  hitherto  preferved  our  mutual  con* 
neftion  ;  but  when  that  friendfliip  is  violated  by 
the  groflefl  injuries  ;  when  the  pride  of  anceftry 
becomes  our  reproach,  and  we  are  no  otherwifc 
allied  than  as  tyrants  and  flaves  ;  when  reduced 
to  the  melancholy  alternative  of  renouncing  your 
favour  or  our  freedom  ;  can  we  hefitate  about 
the  choice  ?  Let  the  fpirit  of  Britons  determine. 

In  a  former  addrefs  we  afferted  our  rights,  and 
ftated  the  injuries  we  had  then  received.  We 
hoped  that  the  mention  of  our  wrongs  would 
have  roufed  that  honed  indignation  which  has 
llept  too  long  for  your  honour,  or  the  welfare  of 
the  empire.     But  we  have  not  been  permitted  to 

entertain 
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entertain  this  pleafrng  expeftation.  Every  day 
brought  an  accumulation  of  injuries,  and  the 
invention  of  the  miniftry  has  been  conflandy  ex- 
ercifed,  in  adding  to  the  calamities  of  your 
American  brethren. 

After  the  mofl  valuable  right  of  legiflation 
was  infringed ;  when  the  powers  affumed  by 
your  parliament,  in  which  we  are  not  reprefented, 
and  from  our  local  and  other  circumftances  can- 
not properly  be  reprefented,  rendered  our  pro* 
perty  precarious  ;  after  being  denied  that  mode 
of  trial,  to  which  we  have  long  been  indebted 
for  the  fafety  of  our  perfons,  and  the  preferva- 
tion  of  our  liberties  ;  after  being  in  many  in- 
ftances  diverted  of  thofe  laws,  which  were  tranf- 
mitted  to  us  by  our  common  anceftors,  and  fub- 
jeded  to  an  arbitrary  code,  compiled  under  the 
aufpices  of  Roman  tyrants  ;  after  thofe  charters, 
which  encouraged  our  predecelTors  to  brave  death 
and  danger  in  every  fhape,  on  unknown  feas,  in 
deferts  unexplored,  amidft  barbarous  and  inhof- 
pitable  nations,  were  annulled  ;  when  without 
the  form  of  trial,  without  a  publick  accufation, 
whole  colonies  were  condemned,  their  trade  de- 
ftroyed,  their  inhabitants  empoverifhed  j  when 
foldiers  were  encouraged  to  imbrue  their  hands 
in  the  blood  of  Americans,  by  offers  of  impu- 
nity ;  when  new  modes  of  trial  were  inftituted 
for  the  ruin  of  the  accufed,  where  the  charge 
carried  with  it  the  horrors  of  convi£lion  ;  when 
a  defpotick  government  was  eftablilhed  in  a  neigh- 
bouring 
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boUring  province,  and  its  limits  extended  feo^etery 
of  our  frontiers;  we  little  imagined  that  any 
thing  could  be  added  to  this  black,  catalogue  'of 
unprovoked  injuries :  but  we  have  unhappily- 
been  deceived,  and  the  late  meafures  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  miniftry  fully  convince  us,  that  their  ^obje£t 
is  the  reduftion  of  thefe  colonies  to  flavery  and 
ruin. 

To  confirm  this  aflertlon,  let  us  recall  your 
attention  to  the  affairs  of  America,  fmce  our  lafl 
addrefs.  Let  us  combat  the  calumnies  of  our 
enemies ;  and  let  us  warn  you  of  the  dangers 
that  threaten  you  in  our  deflruction.  Many  of 
your  feliow-fubjeds,  whofe  fituation  deprived 
them  of  other  fupport,  drew  their  maintenance 
from  the  fea ;  but  the  deprivation  of  our  liberty 
being  Infufficient  to  fatisfy  the  refentment  of  our 
enemies,  the  horrors  of  famine  were  fuperadded, 
and  a  Britifh  parliament,  who,  in  better  times, 
were  the  proteftors  of  innocence  and  the  patrons 
of  humanity,  have,  without  diflindion  of  age 
or  fex,  robbed  thoufands  of  the  food  which  they 
were  accuftomed  to  draw  from  that  inexhauftible 
fource,  placed  in  their  neighbourhood  by  the 
benevolent  Creator. 

Another  acl  of  your  legiflature  (huts  our 
ports,  and  prohibits  our  trade  with  any,  but 
thofe  (fates  from  whom  the  great  law  of  felf-pre- 
fervation  renders  it  abfolutely  necefiary  we  fliould 
at  prefent  withhold  our  commerce.     But  this  ad, 
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whatever  may  have  been  its  defign,  we  confider 
rather  as  injurious  to  your  opulence  than  our, 
intereft.  All  our  commerce  terminates  with  you  j 
and  the  wealth  we  procure  from  other  nations, 
is  foon  exchanged  for  your  fuperfluities.  Our 
remittances  mull  then  ceafe  with  our  trade  ;  and 
our  refinements  with  our  affluence.  We  trufl, 
however,  that  laws  which  deprive  us  of  every 
blefling  but  a  foil  that  teems  with  the  necelfaries 
of  life,  and  that  liberty  which  renders  the  enjoy- 
ment of  them  fecure,  will  not  relax  our  vigour 
in  their  defence. 

We  might  here  obferve  on  the  cruelty  and 
inconfiftency  of  thofe,  v/ho,  while  they  publickly 
brand  us  with  reproachful  and  unworthy  epithets, 
endeavour  to  deprive  us  of  the  means  of  de- 
fence, by  their  interpofition  with  foreign  powers, 
and  to  deliver  us  to  the  lawlefs  ravages  of  a 
mercilefs  foldiery.  But  happily  we  are  not  with- 
out refources  >  and  though  the  timid  and  humi- 
liating applications  of  a  Britilh  miniftry  Ihould 
prevail  with  foreign  nations,  yet  induflry,  prompt- 
ed by  neceiTity,  will  not  leave  us  without  the 
tieceifary  fupplies. 

We  could  wiih  to  go  no  further,  and,  not  to 
wound  the  ear  of  humanitv,  leave  untold  thofe 
rigorous  acts  of  opprelfion,  which  are  daily  ex- 
ercifed  in  the  town  of  Bofton,  did  we  not  hope, 
that  by  difclaiming  their  deeds  and  punifliing 
the  perpetrators,  you  would  ihortly  vindicate  the 
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honour  of  the  Brltidi  name,  and  re-eftabhfh  the 
violated  laws  of  juftice. 

That  once  populous,  flouriihlng,  and  com-' 
mercial  town,  is  now  garrifoned  by  an  army  fentj 
not  to  protect,  but  to  enflave  its  inhabitants. 
The  civil  government  is  overturned,  and  a  mili^ 
tary  defpotifm  ereded  upon  its  ruins.  Without 
lav/,  without  right,  powers  are  affumed  unknown 
to  the  conftitution.  Private  property  is  unjuftly 
invaded.  The  inhabitants,  daily  fubjecled  to  the 
licentioufnefs  of  the  foldiery,  are  forbid  to  re- 
move, in  defiance  of  their  natural  rights,  in  vio- 
lation of  the  mod  folemn  compacts.  Or  if,  after 
long  and  wearifome  folicitation,  a  pafs  is  procured, 
their  effects  are  detained,  and  even  thofe  who 
are  moft  favoured,  have  no  alternative  but  po- 
verty or  llavery.  The  diftrefs  of  many  thoufand 
people,  wantonly  deprived  of  the  neceffaries  of 
life,  is  a  fubject,  on  which  we  v/ould  not  wifh  to 
enlarge. 

Yet  we  cannot  but  obferve,  that  a  Britifh 
fleet,  unjuftified  even  by  acts  of  your  legifla- 
ture,  are  daily  employed  in  ruining  our  com- 
merce, feizing  our  fhips,  and  depriving  whole 
communities  of  their  daily-bread.  Nor  will  a 
regard  for  your  honour  permit  us  to  be  iilent, 
v/hile  Britidi  troops  fully  your  glory,  by  adions, 
which  the  moft  inveterate  enmity  will  not  palli-» 
ate  among  civilized  nations,  the  wanton  and  un- 
neceifary  deftru6tion  of  Charleflon,  a  large,  an- 
cient. 
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cient,  and  once  populous  town,  juft  before  de- 
ferted  by  its  inhabitants,  who  had  fled  to  avoid 
the  fury  of  your  foldiery. 

If  you  ftili  retain  thofe  fentiments  of  compaf- 
fion,  by  which  Britons  have  ever  been  diltin- 
guifhed  ;  if  the  humanity,  which  tempered  the 
valour  of  our  common  anceftors,  has  not  dege- 
nerated into  cruelty,  you  will  lament  the  miferies 
of  their  defcendants. 

To  what  are  we  to  attribute  this  treatment  ? 
If  to  any  fecret  principle  of  the  conftitution,  let 
it  be  mentioned  ;  let  us  learn,  that  the  govern- 
ment we  have  long  revered,  is  not  without  its 
defeds,  and  that  while  it  gives  freedom  to  a  part, 
it  neceifarily  enflaves  the  remainder  of  the  em- 
pire. If  fuch  a  principle  exifts,  why,  for  ages, 
has  it  ceafed  to  operate  ?  Why,  at  this  time,  is 
it  called  into  aftion  ?  Can  no  reafon  be  affigned 
for  this  conduft  ?  Or  muff  it  be  refolved  into  the 
wanton  exercife  of  arbitrary  power  ?  And  fhall 
the  defcendants  of  Britons  tamely  fubmit  to  this  ? 
No,  firs !  we  never  will,  while  we  revere  the  me- 
mory of  our  gallant  and  virtuous  anceftors,  we 
never  can  furrender  thofe  glorious  privileges,  for 
which  they  fought,  bled  and  conquered.  Admit 
that  your  fleets  could  deftroy  our  towns,  and 
ravage  our  fea-coafts  ;  thefe  are  inconfiderablc 
objects  ;  things  of  no  moment  to  men,  whofe 
bofoms  glow  with  the  ardour  of  liberty.  We 
can  retire  beyond  the  reach  of  your  navy,  and, 
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without  any  fenfible  diminution  of  the  neceffaries 
of  life,  enjoy  a  luxury,  which  from  that  period 
you  will  want ;  the  luxury  of  being  free. 

We  know  the  force  of  your  arms,  and  was  it 
called  forth  in  the  caufe  of  juflice  and  your  coun- 
try, we  might  dread  the  exertion  ;  but  will  Bri- 
tons fight  under  the  banners  of  tyranny  ?  Will 
they  counterad  the  labours,  and  difgraoe  the 
vidlories  of  their  anceftors  ?  Will  they  forge 
chains  for  their  pofterity  ?  If  they  defcend  to  this 
unworthy  talk,  will  their  fwords  retain  their  edge, 
their  arms  their  accuftomed  vigour !  Britons 
can  never  become  the  inftruments  of  oppreffion, 
till  they  lofe  the  fpirit  of  freedom,  by  which, 
alone,  they  are  invincible. 

Our  enemies  charge  us  with  fedition.  In 
what  does  it  confift  ?  In  our  refufal  to  fubmit  to 
unwarrantable  afts  of  injuftice  and  cruelty  ?  If 
fo,  Ihew  us  a  period  in  your  hiflory,  in  which 
you  have  not  been  equally  feditious. 

We  are  accufed  of  aiming  at  independence  ; 
but  how  is  this  accufation  fupported  ?  By  the 
allegations  of  your  miniflers,  not  by  our  anions. 
Abufed,  infulted,  and  contemned,  what  fteps 
have  we  purfued  to  obtain  redrefs  ?  We  have 
carried  our  dutiful  petitions  to  the  throne.  We 
have  applied  to  your  juftice  for  relief.  We  have 
retrenched  our  luxury,  and  withheld  our  trade. 

The 
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^  .The  advantages  of  our  commerce  were  de- 
figncd  as  a  compenfation  for  your  protection : 
when  you  ceafed  to  protefl:,  for  what  were  we 
to  eompenfate  ? 

What  has  been  the  fuccefs  of  our  endeavours  ? 
The  clemency  of  our  fovereign  is  unhappily  di- 
verted ',  our  petitions  are  treated  with  indignity  ; 
our  prayers  anfwered  by  infults.  Our  application 
to  you  remains  unnoticed,  and  leaves  us  the  me- 
lancholy apprehenlion  of  your  wanting  either  the 
will,  or  the  power,  to  affift  us. 

Even  under  thefe  circumftances,  what  mea- 
fures  have  we  taken  that  betray  a  defire  of  in- 
dependence ?  Have  we  called  in  the  aid  of  thofe 
foreign  powers,  who  are  the  rivals  of  your 
grandeur?  When  your  troops  were  few  and  de- 
fencelefs,  did  we  take  advantage  of  their  diftrefs 
apd  expel  them  our  towns  ?  Or  have  we  permit- 
ted them  to  fortify,  to  receive  new  aid,  and  to 
acquire  additional  ftrength  ? 

Let  not  your  enemies  and  ours  perfuade  you, 
that  in  this  we  were  influenced  by  fear  or  any 
other  unworthy  motive.  The  lives  of  Britons 
are  ftill  dear  to  us.  They  are  the  children  of 
our  parents,  and  an  uninterrupted  intercourfe  of 
mutual  benefits  had  knit  the  bonds  of  fricndfhip. 
When  hoftilities  were  commenced,  when  on  a 
late  occafion  we  were  wantonly  attacked  by  your 
troops,  though  we  repelled  their  aifaults  and  re- 
Z  z  turned 


turned  their  blows,  yet  we  lamented  the  wounds 
they  obliged  us  to  give  ;  nor  have  v/e  yet  learned 
to  rejoice  at  a  victory  over  Engliilimen. 

As  we  wilh  not  to  colour  our  aclions,  or  dif- 
guife  our  thoughts,  we  fhall,  in  the  fimple  lan- 
guage of  truth,  avow  the  meafures  we  have 
purfued,  the  motives  upon  which  we  have  acted, 
and  our  future  defigns. 

When  our  late  petition  to  the  throne  produced 
no  other  efte6l  than  frefli  injuries,  and  votes  of 
your  legiflature  calculated  to  juftify  every  feve- 
rity  ;  when  your  fleets  and  your  armies  were  pre- 
pared to  wrefl:  from  us  our  property,  to  rob  us 
of  our  liberties  or  our  lives  ;  when  the  hoftile 
attempts  of  general  Gage  evinced  his  defigns,  we 
levied  armies  for  our  fecurity  and  defence.  When 
the  powers  veiled  in  the  governor  of  Canada, 
gave  us  reafon  to  apprehend  danger  from  that 
quarter,  and  we  had  frequent  intimations,  that  a 
cruel  and  favage  enemy  was  to  be  let  loofe  upon 
the  defencelefs  inhabitants  of  our  frontiers,  we 
took  fuch  meafures  as  prudence  dictated,  as  ne- 
cefTity  will  juftify.  We  polfelTed  ourfelves  of 
Crown-Point  and  Ticonderoga.  Yet,  give  us 
leave  moft  folemnly  to  alTure  you,  that  Vv^e  have 
not  yet  loft  fight  of  the  objeft  we  have  ever 
had  in  view^,  a  reconciliation  with  you  on  confti- 
tutional  principles,  and  a  reftoration  of  that 
friendly  intercourfe,  which,  to  the  advantage  of 
both,  we,  till  lately,  maintained. 

The 


(     37'     ) 

The  inhabitants  of  this  country  apply  thern- 
felves  chiefly  to  agriculture  and  commerce.  As 
their  fajQiions  and  manners  are  fimilar  to  yours, 
your  markets  mufl  afford  them  the  conveniencies 
and  luxuries,  for  which  they  exchange  the  pro- 
duce of  their  labours.  The  wealth  of  this  ex- 
tended continent  centres  with  you  ;  and  our  trade 
is  (o  regulated  as  to  be  fubfervient  only  to  your 
interefl.  You  are  too  reafonable  to  expetl,  that 
by  taxes,  in  addition  to  this,  we  fliould  contribute 
to  your  expence  ;  to  believe,  after  diverting  the 
fountain,  that  the  (Iream^  can  flow  with  unabated 
force. 

.—  I.Tf  has  been  faid,  that  we  refufe  to  fubmit  to 
the  reftriciions  on  our  commerce.  From  whence 
is  this  inference  drawn  ?  Not  from  our  words, 
we  having  repeatedly  declared  the  contrary  ;  and 
we  again  profefs  our  fubmiflion  to  the  feveral  ads 
of  trade  and  navigation  paffed  before  the  year 
1763,  trufting,  neverthelefs,  in  the  equity  and 
juftice  of  parliament,  that  fuch  of  them  as;  upon 
cool  and  impartial  confideration  (hall  appear  to 
have  impofed  unneceffary  or  grievous  reniridions, 
will,  at  fome  happier  period,  be  repealed  or  al- 
tered. And  we  cheerfully  confent  to  the  opera- 
tion of  fuch  acts  of  the  Britifh  parhament  as  fliall 
be  reftrained  to  the  regulation  of  our  external 
commerce,  for  the  purpofe  of  fecuring  the  com- 
mercial advantages  of  the  whole  empire  to  the 
mother-country,  and  the  com.mercial  benefits  of 
its  refpective  members  j  excluding  every  idea  of 
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taxation,  internal  or  external,  for  raifing  a  reve- 
nue on  the  fubjedts  in  America  without  their 
confent. 

It  is  alleged,  that  we  contribute  nothing  to 
the  common  defence.  To  this  we  anfwer,  that 
the  advantages  which  Great-Britain  receives  from 
the  monopoly  of  our  trade,  far  exceed  our  pro- 
portion of  the  expence  neceflary  for  that  purpofe. 
But  fliould  thefe  advantages  be  inadequate  there- 
to, let  the  reftridions  on  our  trade  be  removed, 
and  we  will  cheerfully  contribute  fuch  proportion 
when  conftitutionally  required. 

It  is  a  fundamental  principle  of  the  Britifh 
conflitution,  that  every  man  fhould  have  at  lead 
a  reprefentative  fliare  in  the  formation  of  thofe 
laws  by  which  he  is  bound.  Were  it  otherwife, 
the  regulation  of  our  internal  police  by  a  Britifli 
parliament,  who  are  and  ever  will  be  unacquainted 
with  our  local  circumftances,  muft  be  always  in- 
convenient, and  frequently  opprelfive,  working 
our  wrong,  without  yielding  any  poflible  advan- 
tage to  you. 

A  PLAN  of  accommodation,  as  it  has  been  ab- 
furdly  called,  has  been  propofed  by  your  minifters 
to  our  refpeftive  alfemblies.  Were  this  propofal 
free  from  every  other  objedion,  but  that  which 
arifes  from  the  time  of  the  offer,  it  would  not  be 
unexceptionable.  Can  men  deliberate  with  the 
bayonet  at  their  bread  ?  Can  they  treat  with  free- 
dom. 
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dom,  while  their  towns  are  facked  j  when  daily 
inftances  of  injuftice  and  oppreffion  difturb  the 
flower  operations  of  reafon  ? 

If  this  propofal  is  really  fuch  as  you  would  of- 
fer and  we  accept,  why  was  it  delayed  till  the 
nation  was  put  to  ufelcfs  expence,  and  we  were 
reduced  to  our  prefent  melancholy  fituation  ?  ,  If 
it  holds  forth  nothing,  why  was  it  propofed? 
Unlefs,  indeed,  to  deceive  you  into  a  belief,  that 
we  were  unwilling  to  liilen  to  any  terms  of  ac- 
commodation ?  But  what  is  fubmitted  to  oxxx,  qo%^ 
fideration  ?  We  contend  for  the  difpofal  of  our 
property.  We  are  told  that  our  demand  is  un- 
reafonable,  that  our  aflemblies  may  indeed  col- 
left  our  money,  but  that  they  muft,  at  the  fame 
time,  offer,  not  what  your  exigencies  or  ours 
may  require,  but  fo  much  as  fliall  be  deemed 
fufficient  to  fatisfy  the  defires  of  a  minilter,  and 
enable  him  to  provide  for  favourites  and  depend- 
ants. A  recurrence  to  your  own  trcafury  will 
convince  you  how  little  of  the  money,  already 
extorted  from  us,  has  been  applied  to  the  relief 
of  your  burdens.  To  fuppofe  that  we  v/ould 
thus  grafp  the  fliadow,  and  give  up  the  fubHance, 
is  .adding  infult  to  injuries. 

We  have,  neverthelefs,  again  prefented  an 
humble  and  dutiful  petition  to  our  fovereign  .; 
and,  to  remove  every  imputation  of  obflinacy, 
have  requefled  his  majefty  to  direft  fome  mode, 
by  which  the  united  applications   of  his   faithful 
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colonifts  may  be  improved  into  a  happy  and  per- 
manent reconciliation.  We  are  willing  to  treat- 
on  fuch  terms  as  can  alone  render  an  accommo- 
dation lafting,  and  we  flatter  ourfelves  that  our 
pacifick  endeavours  v/ill  be  attended  with  a  re- 
moval of  minifterial  troops,  and  a  repeal  of  thofe 
laws  of  the  operation  of  which  we  complain,  on 
the  one  part,  and  a  difbanding  of  our  army,  and 
a  diifolution  of  our  commercial  aifociations,  on 
the  other. 

Yet  conclude  not  from  this  that  we  propofe 
to  furrender  our  property  into  the  hands  of  your 
miniflry,  or  veil  your  parliament  with  a  power 
which  may  terminate  in  our  deftruction.  The 
great  bulwarks  of  our  conftitution  we  have  de- 
fired  to  maintain  by  every  temperate,  by  every 
peaceable  means  ;  but  your  minifters,  equal  foes 
to  Britifh  and  American  freedom,  have  added  to 
their  former  oppreflions  an  attempt  to  reduce  us 
by  the  fword  to  a  bafe  and  abje^l  fubmiffion.  On 
the  fword,  therefore,  we  are  compelled  to  rely 
for  proteftion.  Should  vi6lory  declare  in  your 
favour,  yet  men  trained  to  arms  from  their  infan- 
cy, and  animated  by  the  love  of  liberty,  will 
afford  neither  a  cheap  or  eafy  conquefl.  Of  this, 
at  leaft,  we  are  aifured,  that  our  ftruggle  will  be 
glorious,  our  fuccefs  certain  ;  fince  even  in  death, 
we  {hall  find  that  freedom  which  in  life  you  for- 
bid us  to  enjoy. 

Let  us  now  afk,  what  advantages  are  to  attend 
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our  reduftion  ?  The  trade  of  a  ruined  and  defo- 
late  country  is  always  inconfiderable^  its  revenue 
trifling  ;  the  expence  of  fubjefling  and  retaining 
it  in  fubje(5lion  certain  and  inevitable.  What 
then  remains  but  the  gratification  of  an  ill-judged 
pride,  or  the  hope  of  rendering  us  fubfervient 
to  deligns  on  your  liberty. 

Soldiers  who  have  Iheathed  their  fvvords  in 
the  bowels  of  their  American  brethren,  will  not 
draw  them  with  more  reluctance  againft  you. 
When  too  late,  you  may  lament  the  lofs  of  that 
freedom,  which  we  exhort  you,  while  ftill  in  your 
power,  to  preferve. 

>-vOn  the  other  hand,  ihould  you  prove  unfuc- 
cefsful ;  Ihould  that  connexion,  which  we  mofl 
ardently  wiJQi  to  maintain,  be  dilTolved  ;  fhould 
your  minifters  exhaufl  your  treafures,  and  wafte 
the  blood  of  your  countrymen,  in  vain  attempts 
on  our  hberty  ;  do  they  not  deliver  you,  weak 
and  defencelefs,  to  your  natural  enemies  ?  '■ 

Since  then  your  liberty  mufl  be  the  price  of 
your  victories  ;  your  ruin,  of  your  defeat : — 
what  blind  fatality  can  urge  you  to  a  purfuit  de- 
ftruftive  of  all  that  Britons  hold  dear  ? 

If  you  have  no  regard  to  the  connection  that 
has  for  ages  fubfifted  between  us  ;  if  you  have 
forgot  the  wounds  we  have  received,  fighting  by 
your  fide  for  the  extenfion  of  the  empire  ;  if  our 
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commerce  is  not  an  obje6l  below  your  confidera- 
tion  ;  if  juftice  and  humanity  have  loft  their  in- 
fluence on  your  hearts ;  ftill  motives  are  not 
wanting  to  excite  your  indignation  at  the  mea- 
fures  now  purfued  :  your  wealth,  your  honour, 
your  liberty  are  at  ftake. 

Notwithstanding  the  diftrefs  to  which  we 
are  reduced,  we  fometimes  forget  our  own  afflic- 
tions, to  anticipate  and  fympathize  in  yours.  We 
grieve  that  ra(h  and  inconfidera.te  councils  Ihould 
precipitate  the  deftru6lion  of  an  empire,  which 
has  been  the  envy  and  admiration  of  ages,  and 
call  God  to  witnefs !  that  we  would  part  with 
our  property,  endanger  our  lives,  and  facrifice 
every  thing  but  liberty,  to  redeem  you  from 
ruin. 

A  CLOUD  hangs  over  your  heads  and  ours ; 
ere  this  reaches  you,  it  may  probably  burft  upon 
us ;  let  us  then,  before  the  remembrance  of 
former  kindnefs  is  obliterated,  once  more  repeat 
thofe  appellations  which  are  ever  grateful  in  our 
ears;  let  us  entreat  Heaven  to  avert  our  ruin, 
and  the  deftrudion  that  threatens  our  friends, 
brethren,  and  countrymen,  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  Atlantick. 


NOTE 
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NOTE      XXII.       Page     165. 

American  United    Colonies. 
In  Congrefs,  May  15,   1776. 

WHEREAS  his  Britannick  majcfty,  in 
conjunftion  with  the  lords  and  com- 
mons of  Great-Britain,  has,  by  a  late  a£l  of  par- 
liament, excluded  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  United 
Colonies  from  the  protedion  of  his  crown:  and 
whereas  no  anfwer  whatever,  to  the  humble  peti- 
tion of  the  colonies  for  redrefs  of  grievances 
and  reconciliation  with  Great-Britain,  has  been, 
or  is  likely  to  be  given  ;  but  the  whole  force  of 
that  kingdom,  aided  by  foreign  mercenaries,  is 
to  be  exerted  for  the  deflruftion  of  the  good 
people  of  thefe  colonies  :  and  whereas  it  appears 
abfolutely  irreconcileable  to  reafon  and  good 
confcience,  for  the  people  of  thefe  colonies  to 
take  the  oaths  and  affirmations  necelTary  for  the 
fupport  of  any  government  under  the  crown  of 
Great-Britain  ;  and  it  is  necelTary  that  the  exer- 
cife  of  every  kind  of  authority  under  the  faid 
crown  fhould  be  totally  fupprelTed,  and  all  the 
powers  of  government  exerted  under  the  autho- 
rity of  the  people  of  thefe  colonies  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  internal  peace,  virtue  and  good  order, 
as  well  as  for  the  defence  of  ourfelves,  liberties 
^nd  properties,  againfl  the  hoftile  invaiions  and 
cruel  depredations  of  our  enemies : 

3  A  Therefore 
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Therefore  refolved,  that  it  be  recommended 
to  the  refpedive  afferablies  and  conventions  of 
the  United  Colonies,  where  no  government  fuffi- 
cient  to  the  exigencies  of  their  affairs  has  been 
hitherto  eftablifned,  to  adopt  fuch  government  as 
fliall,  in  the  opinion  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
people,  bell  conduce  to  the  happinefs  and  fafety 
of  their  conflituents  in  particular,  and  America 
in  general. 

By  order  of  the  Congrefs, 

John  Hancock,  prefident!," 


NOTE      XXIII,       Page     178. 

TREATY     OF     ALLIANCE. 

THE  moft  chriftian  King,  and  the  United 
States  of  North-America,  to  wit,  New^ 
Hampfhire,  Maffachufctts-Bay,  Rhode-Ifland,  Con* 
neflicut,  New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvaniaj 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  having  this  day 
concluded  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  for 
the  reciprocal  advantage  of  their  fubjeds  and 
citizens,  have  thought  it  neceffary  to  take  into 
confideration  the  means  of  ftrengthening  thofe 
engagements,  and  of  rendering  them  ufeful  to 
the  fafety  and  tranquility  of  the  two  parties ; 
particularly  in  cafe  Great-Britain,  in  refentment 
of  that  connection,  and  of  the  good  corrcfpond- 

ence 
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eiiiifc  which  is  the  obje6t  of  the  faid  treaty,  fhould 
bi'eak  the  peace  with  France,  either  by  direct 
hoflilities,  or  by  hindering  her  commerce  and 
fiavigation  in  a  manner  contrary  to  the  rights  of 
nations,  and  the  peace  fubfifling  between  the 
two  crowns  :  and  his  majefly  and  the  faid  United 
States  having  refolved  in  that  cafe,  to  join  their 
cou'ncils  and  efforts  againit  the  cnterprizes  of 
their  common  enemy : 

The  refpe^live  plenipotentiaries  empowered  to 
Goneert  the  claufes  and  conditions  proper  to  fulfil 
the  faid  intentions,  have,  after  the  molt  mature 
deliberation,  concluded  and  determined  on  the 
following  articles  : 

Article  I.  If  war  fhould  break  out  between 
France  and  Great- Britain,  during  the  continuance 
of  the  prcfent  war  between  the  United  States  and 
England,  his  majefly  and  the  faid  United  States 
fhall  make  it  a  common  caufe,  and  aid  each  other 
mutually  with  their  good  offices,  their  counfels 
and  their  forces,  according  to  the  exigence  of 
conjundures,  as  becomes  good  and  faithful  allies. 

Article  II.  The  effential  and  direct  end  of 
the  prefent  defenfive  alliance  is,  to  maintain  ef- 
fectually the  liberty,  fovereignty,  and  independ- 
ence abfolute  and  unlimited,  of  the  faid  United 
States,  as  well  in  matters  of  government  as  of 
commerce* 

Article 
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Article  Illi  The  two  contracting  parties  flia% 
each  on  its  own  part,  and  in  the  manner  it  may 
judge  mod  proper,  make  all  the  efforts  in  its 
power  againft  their  common  enemy,  in  order  to 
attain  the  end  propofed. 

Article  IV.  The  contrading  parties  agree, 
that  in  cafe  either  of  them  {l:iould  form  any  par- 
ticular enterprize  in  which  the  concurrence  of 
the  other  may  be  defired,  the  party  whofe  con- 
currence is  defired,  fhall  readily,  and  with  good 
faith,  join  to  aft  in  concert  for  that  purpofe,  as 
far  as  circumftances  and  its  own  particular  fitu« 
ation  will  permit,  and  in  that  cafe,  they  ihall 
regulate  by  a  particular  convention,  the  quantity 
and  kind  of  fuccour  to  be  furnifhed,  and  the 
time  and  manner  of  its  being  brought  into  aftion^ 
as  well  as  the  advantages  which  are  to  be  i^ 
compenfation.  ^^d^ 

Article  V.  If  the  United  dates  fliould  think 
fit  to  attempt  the  reduftion  ot  the  Britifli  power, 
remaining  in  the  northern  parts  of  America,  or 
the  iflands  of  Bermudas,  thofe  countries  jBi? 
iflands,  in  cafe  of  fuccefs,  fhall  be  confederated 
with,  or  dependant  upon,  the  faid  United  States. 

t^Article  VI.  The  mofl  chrifHan  King  r#5 
nounces  for-ever  the  poffefiion  of  the  iflands  of 
Bermudas,  as  well  as  of  any  part  of  the  conti- 
nent of  North-America,  which  before  the  treaty 
of  Paris,  in  1763,  or   in  virtue   of  that  treaty, 

were 
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were  a<:knowledgc<i  to  belong  to  the  crown  of 
Great-Britain,  or  to  the  United  States,  hereto- 
fore called  Britifh  colonies,  or  which  are  at  this 
time,  or  have  lately  been  under  the  power  of  the 
King  and  crown  of  Great-Britain. 

Article  VII.  If  his  mod  chriftian  majefty 
fball  think  proper  to  attack  any  of  the  iflands 
fituated  in  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  or  near  that 
gulf,  which  are  at  prefent  under  the  power  of 
Great-Britain,  all  the  faid  iiles,  in  cafe  of  fuccefs, 
fhall  appertain  to  the  crown  of  France. 

1'kArticle  VIII.  Neither  of  the  two  parties 
fliall  conclude  either  truce  or  peace  with  Great- 
Britain,  without  the  formal  confent  of  the  other 
firft  obtained  ;  and  they  mutually  engage  not  to 
lay  down  their  arms,  until  the  independence  of 
the  United  States  Ihall  have  been  formally  or 
tacitly  aflured,  by  the  treaty  or  treaties  that  Ihall 
termtnate  the  war. 

Article  IX.  The  contracting  parties  declare^ 
that  being  refolved  to  fulfil  each  on  its  own  part, 
the  claufes  and  conditions  of  the  prefent  treaty 
of  alliance,  according  to  its  own  power  and  cir- 
cumftances,  there  fhall  be  no  after-claim  of  com- 
penfation,  on  one  fide  or  the  other,  whatever 
may  be  the  event  of  the  war. 

Article  X.  The  mofl  chriftian  King  and  the. 
United  States  agree  to  invite  or  admit  other 
'^  powers. 
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powers  who  may  have  received  injuries  from 
England,  to  make  common  caufe  with  them,  and 
to  accede  to  the  prefent  aUIance,  under  fuch 
conditions  as  fhall  be  freely  agreed  to,  and  fettled 
between  all  the  parties. 

Article  XI.  The  two  parties  guarantee  mu- 
tually from  the  prefent  time  and  for-ever,  againft 
all  other  powers,  to  wit,  the  United  States  to 
his  moft  chriflian  majefty  the  prefent  poffefiions 
of  the  crown  of  France  in  America,  as  well  as 
thofe  which  it  may  acquire  by  the  future  treaty 
of  peace  ;  and  his  mod  chriflian  majefty  gua- 
rantees on  his  part  to  the  United  States,  their 
liberty,  fovereignty  and  independence,  abfolute 
•and  unlimited,  as  well  in  matters  of  govern- 
ment as  commerce,  and  alfo  their  pofleffions,  and 
the  additions  or  conquefts,  that  their  confede- 
ration may  obtain  during  the  war,  from  any  of 
the  dominions  now,  or  heretofore  polfelTed  by 
Great-Britain  in  North-America  5  conformable 
to  the  fifth  and  fixth  articles  above-written,  the 
whole  as  their  poffeffion  fhall  be  fixed  and  affured 
to  the  faid  ftates,  at  the  moment  of  the  ceflation 
of  their  prefent  war  with  England. 

Article  XII.  In  order  to  fix  more  precifely 
the  fenfe  and  application  of  the  preceding  article, 
the  contracting  parties  declare,  that  in  cafe  of 
a  rupture  between  France  and  England,  the  re- 
ciprocal guarantee  declared  in  the  faid  article, 
Ihall  have  its  full  force  and  effect,  the  moment 

fuch 
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fuch  war  fhall  break  out ;  and  if  fuch  rupture 
fliall  not  take  place,  the  mutual  obligations  of  the 
faid  guarantee  fliall  not  commence  until  the  mo- 
ment of  the  ccflation  of  the  prefent  war,  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  England,  ihall  have 
afcertained  their  poffeffions. 

Article  XIII.  The  prefent  treaty  fliall  be 
ratified  on  both  fides,  and  the  ratifications  fliall 
be  exchanged  in  the  fpace  of  fix  months,  or 
fooner,  if  poffible. 

la  faith  whereof,  the  refpedive  plenipotentiaries,, 
to  wit,  on  the  part  of  the  moft  chriflian  King, 
Conrad-Alexander  Gerard,  royal  fyndick 
of  the  city  of  Strafbourg,  and  fecretary  of  his 
majefliy's  council  of  fl:ate ;  and  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  Benjamin  Franklin,  de- 
puty to  the  general  Congrefs  from  the  ftate^of 
Pennfylvania,  and  prefident  of  the  convention 
of  faid  ftate ;  Silas  Deane,  heretofore  de- 
puty from  the  ftate  of  Connedicut ;  and  Ar- 
thur Lee,  counfellor  at  law,  have  figned  the 
above  articles  both  in  the  French  and  Englifli 
languages ;  declaring,  neverthelefs,  that  the 
prefent  treaty  was  originally  compofed  and 
concluded  in  the  French  language,  and  they 
have  hereunto  affixed  their  feals. 


Done 
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Done  at  Paris,  this  fixth  day  of  February,  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-eight. 

(L.  S.)  C.  A.  Gerard, 

(L.  S  )  B.  Franklin, 

(L.  S.)  Silas  Deane, 

(L.  S.)  Arthur  Lee. 
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On  the  6th  of  June  the  Congrefs  received  a 
letter  of  the  27th  of  May  from  lord  Howe,  and 
one  of  the  3d  of  June  from  general  Clinton, 
accompanied  with  three  ads  of  parliament :  they 
were  as  follows : 

Philadelphia,  May  27,  1778. 
Sir, 

HAVING,  by  a  packet  jufi:  arrived  from 
Great-Britain,  received  the  King's  com- 
mands to  tranfmit  to  the  Congrefs,  and  the  com- 
mander in  chief  of  their  troops,  the  copies  of 
two  a6ls,  pafTed  this  feffion  of  parliament,  for 
quieting  the  diforders  now  fubfifting  in  thefe  co- 
lonies, and  preparing  the  way  for  the  return  of 
peace,  I  embrace  the  earliell  opportunity  to  for- 
ward the  enclofed  copies  of  thofe  afts,  and  of 
one  other  aft  relating  to  the  government  of  the 
province  of  Maflachufetts-Bay,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Congrefs  thereon ;  mofl  fmcerely 
hoping  this  communication   will   be   produdive 

of 
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lof   the   defired   good  efFeds.     I  am,    with  due 
confideration. 
Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 

Howe. 
Henry  Laurens,  efq.  prefident 
A^iof  the  Congrefs. 

Head-Quarters,  Philadelphia,  June  3,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  AM  direded  to  tranfmit  to  Congrefs,  and  the 
commander  in  chief  of  their  troops,  printed 
copies  of  three  concihatory  ads  of  parHament : 
let  me  add  my  moft  fincere  wifhes,  that  they  may 
produce  the  defirable  efFed  which  is  hoped  from 
them.  I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient,  and 
moft  humble  fervant, 

H.  Clinton. 
Henry  Laurens,  efq.  prefident 
K>  ^j^f  the  Congrefs. 

An  ad:  for  repealing  an  acl,  paffed  in  the  fourteenth 
year  of  his  prefent  majefi'fs  reign,  entitled^  An 
ad  for  the  better  regulating  the  government  of 
the  province  of  the  Maffachufetts-Baj ^  in  New- 
England. 

Whereas  the  province  of  the  MafTachufetts- 

Bay  had  for  many  years  been  governed  under  a 

3  B  charter. 
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charter,  granted  by  their  late  majeflies  King  Wil- 
liam and  Queen  Mary :  and  whereas  an  a^^ 
pafled  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  prefent  ma- 
jefty's  reign,  entitled,  *  An  adl  for  the  better  re- 
'  gulating  the  government  of  the  province  of  the 
«  Mafifachufetts-Bay,  in  Nev;^-England,*  has  been 
found  to  create  great  uneafinefles  in  the  minds  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  province,  and  has  occa- 
fioned  jealoufies  and  apprehenfions  of  danger  to 
their  liberties  and  rights  in  feveral  other  of  the 
colonies  and  plantations  in  North-America  :  for 
quieting  and  extinguifhing  fuch  uneafmeffes  and 
apprehenfions,  be  it  enacted  by  the  King's  mofl 
excellent  majefty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
fent  of  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  com- 
mons, in  this  prefent  parliament  aflembled,  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  fame,  that,  froni  and  after  the 
paffing  of  this  ad,  the  faid  a6t,  of  the  fourteenth 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  majefty,  be,  and 
the  fame  is  hereby  repealed. 

An  a6l  for  removing  all  doubts  and  apprehenjwm 
concerning  taxation  by  the  parliament  of  Great- 
Britain  in  any  of  the  colonies^  provinces,  and 
plantations  in  North'A?nerica,  and  the  Weji- 
Indies ;  and  for  repealing  fo  much  of  an  a6I, 
made  in  the  f event h  year  of  the  reign  of  his  pre- 
fent  majejiy,  as  impofes  a  duty  on  tea  imported 
from  Great-Britain  into  any  colony  or  plantation 
in  America,  or  relates  thereto,  ,, 

Whereas    taxation    by    the    parliament    of 
Great-Britain,   for  the  purpofe  of  raifing  a  re- 
venue 
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venue  in  his  majefty's  colonies,  provinces,  and 
plantations  in  North- America,  has  been  found, 
by  experience,  to  occafion  great  uneafinefles  and 
diforders  among  his  majefty's  faithful  fubjeds, 
who  mav,  neverthelefs,  be  difpofed  to  acknow- 
ledge the  juflice  of  contributing  to  the  common 
defence  of  the  empire,  provided  fuch  contribu- 
tion fhould  be  raifed  under  the  authority  of  the 
general  court,  or  general  aflembly,  of  each  re- 
fpeftive  colony,  province  or  plantation :  and 
whereas,  in  order  as  well  to  remove  the  faid  un- 
eahnefies,  and  to  quiet  the  minds  of  his  majefty's 
fubjefts,  who  may  be  difpofed  to  return  to  their 
allegiance,  as  to  reftore  the  peace  and  welfare  of 
all  his,  majefly's  dominions,  it  is  expedient  to 
declare  that  the  King  and  parliament  of  Great- 
Britain  will  not  impofe  any  duty,  tax  or  affeff- 
ment,  for  the  purpofe  of  raifmg  a  revenue  in  any 
i$)(f  the  colonies,  provinces  or  plantations  :  may 
it  pleafe  your  majefty,  that  it  may  be  declared 
and  enaded ;  and  it  is  hereby  declared  and 
enabled  by  the  King's  moft  excellent  majefty,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  lords  fpi- 
ritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  pre- 
fent  parliament  aflembled,  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  fame,  that,  from  and  after  the  paffing  of 
this  ad,  the  King  and  parliament  of  Great-Bri- 
tain will  not  impofe  any  duty,  tax,  or  affeffment 
whatever,  payable  in  any  of  his  majefly's  colo- 
nies, provinces  and  plantations,  in  North- Ame- 
rica, or  the  Weft-Indies ;  except  only  fuch  duties 
as  it  may  be  expedient  to  impofe  for  the  regula- 
tion 


(     388     ) 

tion  of  commerce ;  the  net  produce  of  fuch  du* 
ties  to  be  always  paid  and  applied  to  and  for  the 
ufe  of  the  colony,  province  or  plantation,  in 
which  the  fame  fhall  be  refpedively  levied,  in 
fuch  manner  as  other  duties  collefted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  refpeftive  general  courts  or  gene- 
ral aifemblies  of  fuch  colonies,  provinces  or  plan- 
tations, are  ordinarily  paid  and  applied. 

And  be  it  further  enaded  by  the  authority 
aforefaid,  that,  from  and  after  the  pafTmg  of 
this  adl,  fo  much  of  an  ad  made  in  the  feventh 
year  of  his  prefent  majefty's  reign,  entitled,  «  An 
ad  for  granting  certain  duties  in  the  Britifh  colo- 
nies and  plantations  in  America ;  for  allowing  a 
drawback  of  the  duties  of  cuftoms  upon  the  ex- 
portation from  this  kingdom  of  coffee  and  cocoa- 
nuts  of  the  produce  of  the  faid  colonies  or  planta* 
tions ;  for  difcontinuing  the  drawbacks  payable  on 
china  earthenware  exported  to  America  ;  and  for 
more  effeclually  preventing  the  clandeftine  run- 
ning of  goods  in  the  faid  colonies  and  plantations ;' 
as  impofes  a  duty  on  tea  imported  from  Great- 
Britain  into  any  colony  or  plantation  in  America, 
or  has  relation  to  the  faid  duty,  be,  and  the 
fame  is  hereby  repealed. 


Jn 
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An  aB  to  enable  his  majejiy  to  appoint  commijfioners 

with  fvfficient  powers  to  treat,  confult,  and  agree 

'■  upon  the  means  of  quieting  the  diforders  noiv  fuh^ 

fifting  in  certain  of  the  colonies,  plantations ,  and 

provinces ,  of  North-America* 

For  the  quieting  and  extinguifhing  of  divers 
jealoufies  and  mifapprehenfions  of  danger  to  their 
liberties  and  legal  rights,  which  have  mifled  many 
of  his  majefty's  fubjefts  in  the  colonies,  provinces, 
and  plantations  of  New-Hampfhire,  Maflachu- 
fetts-Bay,  Rhode-Ifland,  Connecticut,  New-York^ 
New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  the  Three  Lower  Coun- 
ties on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North- 
Carohna,  South-Carohna  and  Georgia ;  and  for 
a  full  manifeftation  of  the  juft  and  gracious  pur-^ 
pofes  of  his  majefty,  and  his  parliament,  to  main- 
tain and  fecure  all  his  fubjeds  in  a  clear  and 
perfect  enjoyment  of  fuch  liberties  and  rights  ; 
be  it  ena£ted  by  the  King's  mod  excellent  maje- 
fty, by  and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the 
lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in 
this  prefcnt  parliament  affembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  fame,  that  it  fhall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  his  majefty,  from  time  to  time,  by 
letters  patent  under  the  great  feal  of  Great-Bri- 
tain, to  authorize  and  empower  five  able  and 
fufficient  perfons,  or  any  three  of  them,  to  treat, 
con-fult,  and  agree  with  fuch  body  or  bodies 
political  and  corporate,  or  with  fuch  affembly  or 
aftemblies  of  men,  or  with  any  perfon  or  perfons 

whatfoever, 
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whatfoevcr,  of  and  concerning  any  grievances, 
or  complaints  of  grievances,  exifling,  or  fuppofed 
to  exift,  in  the  government  of  any  of  the  faid 
colonies,  provinces,  or  plantations  refpeftively, 
or  in  the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  this  realm  refpeft- 
ing  the  fame ;  and  of  or  concerning  any  aid  or 
contribution  to  be  furnilhed  by  all  or  any  of  the 
faid  colonies,  provinces,  or  plantations  refpec- 
tively,  for  the  common  defence  of  this  realm, 
and  the  dominions  thereunto  belonging  ;  and  of 
and  concerning  any  other  regulations,  provifions, 
matters  and  things,  neceifary  or  convenient  for 
the  honour  of  his  majefty,  and  his  parliament, 
and  for  the  common  good  of  all  his  fubjects. 

V^^/pRoviDED  alfo,  and  be  it  further  enacted  anc^ 
declared,  that  no  regulation,  provifion,  matter  or 
thing,  fo  propofed,  treated,  confulted  or  agreed, 
fliall  have  any  other  force  or  eife6l,  or  be  carried 
further  into  execution,  than  is  herein  after  men- 
tioned and  provided,  until  the  fame  (hall  haye 
been  confirmed  by  parliament. 

Provided  alfo,  and  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforefaid,  that  in  order  to  facilitate 
the  good  purpofes  of  this  acl,  his  majefly  may 
lawfully  enable  the  faid  commiffioners,  or  any 
three  of  them,  from  time  to  time,  to  order  and 
proclaim  a  celfation  of  hoflilities,  on  the  part  of 
his  majelfy's  forces,  by  fea  or  land,  for  any  time, 
and  under   any   conditions  or   reftridions ;  and 

fuch 
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fuch  order  and  proclamation  to  revoke  and  annul 
ija  j;_he  fame  maBnpjrrand  form. 

And  be  it  further  enadcd,-:tb2|>^  it  fliall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  his  majefly,  by  fuch  letters 
patent  as  aforefaid,  to  authorize  and  empower 
the  faid  commiffioners,  or  any  three  of  them, 
by  proclamation,  under  their  refpedive  hands 
and  feals,  from  time  to  time,  to  fufpend  the  ope- 
ration and  effedt  of  a  certain  a6l  of  parliament, 
made  and  paffed  in  the  fixteenth  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  prefcnt  majefty,  for  prohibiting  all 
trade  and  intercourfe  with  certain  colonies  and 
plantations  therein  named,  and  for  the  other 
purpofcs  therein  alfo  mentioned,  or  any  of  the 
provifions  or  reftridions  therein  contained ;  fpe- 
cifying  in  fuch  proclamation  at  what  tim.es  and 
places  refpedively,  and  with  what  exceptions  and 
reftridions,  and  under  what  pafles  and  clearances^i 
in  lieu  of  thofe  heretofore  dire6led  by  any  ad 
or  adts  of  parliament  for  regulating  the  trade  of 
the  colonies  or  plantations,  the  faid  fufpenfiQjtt 
,fhall  take  effed ;  and  the  faid  fufpenhon  and 
proclamation,  in  the  fame  manner  and  form,  to 
annul  and  revoke. 

And  be  it  further  enaded  by  the  authority 
aforefaid,  that  it  (hall  and  may  be  lawful  for  his 
majefty,  by  fuch  letters  patent  as  aforefaid,  to 
authorize  and  empower  the  faid  commiffioners, 
or  any  three  of  them,  to  fufpend  in  places,  and 
for  any  times  during  the  continuance  of  this  ad, 

the 


the  operation  and  efFe6l  of  any  a£b  or  afts  of 
parliament  which  have  paffed  fince  the  tenth  day 
of  February,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
fixty-three,  and  which  relate  to  any  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  faid  colonies,  provinces  or  plantations,  in 
North -America,  fo  far  as  the  fame  does  relate  to 
them ;  or  the  operation  and  effeft  of  any  claufe, 
or  any  provifion  or  matter  therein  contained,  fo 
far  as  fuch  claufes,  provifions  or  matters,  relate 
to  any  of  the  faid  colonies,  provinces  or  plan- 
tations. 

And  it  is  hereby  enaded  by  the  authority 
aforefaid,  that  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  for  his 
majefty,  by  fuch  letters  patent  as  aforefaid,  to 
authorize  and  empower  the  faid  commiffioners, 
or  any  three  of  them,  and  they  are  hereby  au- 
thorized and  empowered,  to  grant  a  pardon  or 
pardons  to  any  number  or  defcription  of  perfons 
within  the  faid  colonies,  provinces  or  plantations. 

And  that  no  let  or  hindrance  may  happen 
from  the  vacancy  of  the  office  of  governor  and 
commander  in  chief  in  any  of  the  faid  colonies, 
provinces  or  plantations,  refpeclively,  or  from  the 
abfence  of  fuch  officer  from  his  government,  be 
it  further  enacled  by  the  authority  aforefaid, 
that  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  for  his  majefty, 
by  fuch  letters  patent  as  aforefaid,  to  authorize 
and  empower  the  faid  commiffioners,  or  any 
three  of  them,  in  any  of  the  faid  colonies,  pro- 
vinces or  plantations,    refpe^ively,  wherein  his 

majefty 
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majefly  hath  ufually  heretofore  nomlRaced  and 
appointed  a  governor,  to  nominate  and  appoint, 
from  time  to  time,  by  an  inflrument  under  their 
hands  and  feals,  a  proper  perfcn  to  be  the  gover- 
nor and  commander  in  chief,  in  and  for  any  fuch 
colony,  province  or  plantation  :  to  have,  hold, 
and  exercife  the  faid  office  of  governor  and  com- 
mander in  chief  in  and  for  fuch  colony  or  plan- 
tation refpe£lively,  with  all  fuch  pov/ers  and  au- 
thorities as  any  governor  of  fuch  province  here- 
tofore appointed  by  his  majedy  might  or  could 
have  exercifed,  in  as  full  and  ample  manner  and 
form  as  if  fuch  governor  and  commander  in  chief 
had  been  nominated  and  appointed  by  his  maje- 
fty's  letters  patent  or  commiffion  j  and  for  that 
purpofe,  if  need  be,  to  revoke,  annul  and  make 
void,  any  commiffion  or  letters  patent  heretofore 
granted  for  appointing  any  fuch  governor  and 
commander  in  chief. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  this  a£t  fhall 
continue  to  be  in  force  until  the  firfl  day  of  June, 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-nine. 


To  which  the  following  anfwers  were  returned  : 

York-Town,  June  6,   1778. 
My  lord^ 

1  HAVE  had  the  honour  of  laying  your  lord- 

ihip's  letter  of  the  27th  of  May,  with  the  ads  of 

the  Britifh  parliament  enclofed,  before  Congrefs  ; 

3  G  and 
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and  I  am  inftruded  to  acquaint  your  lordfliip,* 
that  they  have  already  exprefled  their  fentiments 
upon  bills,  not  elTentially  different  from  thofe  acts, 
in  a  publication  of  the  22d  of  i\pril  laft. 

Your  lordfhip  may  be  alTured,  that  when  the 
King  of  Great-Britain  ihall  be  ferioufly  difpofed 
to  put  an  end  to  the  unprovoked  and  cruel  war 
waged  againfl  thefe  United  States,  Congrefs  will 
readily  attend  to  fuch  terms  of  peace  as  may  con- 
fifl  with  the  honour  of  independent  nations,  the 
intereft  of  their  conftituents,  and  the  facred  re- 
gard they  mean  to  pay  to  treaties.  I  am,  my 
lord,  with  all  due  confideration. 
Your  lordfhip's 

moft:  obedient  fervant, 
Henry  Laurens, 

prefident  of  Congrefs. 
Lord  Howe. 

York-Town,  June  6,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  of  laying  your  letter 
of  the  3d  inftant,  with  the  ads  of  tiie  Britifh 
parliament  which  came  enclofed,  before  Congrefs; 
and  I  am  inftrufted  to  acquaint  you,  fir,  that  they 
have  already  exprefled  their  fentiments  upon  bills, 
not  elfentially  different  from  thefe  adts,  in  a 
publication  of  the  2 2d  of  April  laft. 

Be  alTured,  fir,  when  the  King  of  Great-Bri- 
tain lliall  be  ferioufly  difpofed  to  put  an  end   to 

the 
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the  unprovoked  and  cruel  war  waged  againft  thefe 
United  States,  Congrefs  will  readily  attend  to 
fuch  terms  of  peace  as  may  confift  with  the  ho- 
nour of  independent  nations,  the  intereft  of  their 
conflituents,  and  the  facred  regard  they  mean  to 
pay  to  treaties.  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 

Your  mofl  obedient,  and 
moft  humble  fervant, 
Henry  Laurens, 
prefident  of  Congrefs. 
His  excellency  fir  Henry  Clinton,  K.  B. 
Philadelphia. 


On  the  13th  of  June  a  letter  of  the  9th 
was  received  from  lord  Carlille,  William  Eden 
and  George  Johnftone,  efquires,  with  copies 
of  the  three  ads  above-mentioned,  and  of  a 
commiffion  from  the  King  of  Great-Britain  to 
the  earl  of  Carlille,  lord  vifcount  Howe,  fir  Wil- 
liam Howe,  or  in  his  abfence  fir  Henry  Clinton, 
William  Eden  and  George  Johnftone ;  the  letter 
was  as  follows : 

Gentlemen, 

With  an  earned  defire  to  Hop  the  further 
effufion  of  blood  and  the  calamities  of  war,  we 
communicate  to  you,  with  the  lead  poffibie  delay 
after  our  arrival  in  this  city,  a  copy  of  the  com- 
miffion with  which  his  majefty  is  pleafed  to  ho- 
nour us,  as  alfo  the  ads  of  parliament  on  v/hich 

it 
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it  is  founded."  :  And,  at  the  fame  time  that  we 
affure  you  of  our  mod  earneft  defire  to  re-efla- 
blifh,  on  the  bafis  of  equal  freedom  and  mutual 
fafety,  the  tranquiUty  of  this  once  happy  empire, 
you  will  obferve  that  we  are  yefled  with  powers 
equal  to  the  purpofe,  and  fuch  as  are  even  un- 
precedented in  the  annals  of  our  hiflory. 

In  the  prefent  Hate  of  our  affairs,  though  fraught 
with  fubjecls  of  mutual  regret,  all  parties  may 
draw  fome  degree  of  confolation,  and  even  au- 
Ipicious  hope,  from  the  recolledion  that  cordial 
reconciliation  and  affection  have,  in  our  own  and 
other  empires,  fucceeded  to  contentions  and  tem- 
porary divihons,  not  lefs  violent  than  thofe  we 
now  experience. 

We  v/ifii  not  to  recall  fubjc6ls  which  are  now 
no  longer  in  controverfy,  and  will  referve  to  a 
proper  time  of  difcufiion,  both  the  hopes  of  mu- 
tual benefit,  and  the  confideration  of  evils,  that 
may  naturally  contribute  to  determine  your  refo- 
lutions,  as  well  as  our  own,  on  this  important 
occafion. 

The  a6ls  of  parliament  which  we  tranfmit  to 
you  having  palled  with  fmgular  unanimity,  will 
iufHciently  evince  the  difpofition  of  Great-Bri- 
tain, and  fhew  that  the  terms  of  agreement  in 
contemplation  with  his  majefty  and  v/ith  parlia- 
ment are  fuch  as  come  up  to  every  wifh  that 
North-America,  either  in  the  hour  of  temperate 

deliberation 
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deliberation   or   of  the   utmofl:  apprehcnfion   o£ 
danger  to  liberty,  has  exprcfled. 

More  efFedually  to  demonftrate  our  good  in- 
tentions, we  think  proper  to  declare,  even  in  this 
our  firfl  communication,  that  we  are  difpofed  to 
concur  in  every  fatisfaftory  and  juft  arrangement 
towards  the  following  among  other  purpofes  : 

To  confent  to  a  ceflation  of  hoftilities,  both 
by  fea  and  land. 

To  reftore  free  intercourfe,  to  revive  mutual 
affection,  and  renew  the  common  benefits  of  na- 
turalization, through  the  feveral  parts  of  this 
empire. 

To  extend  every  freedom  to  trade  that  our 
refpedive  interefts  can  require. 

To  agree  that  no  military  forces  fhall  be  kept 
up  in  the  different  dates  of  North-America, 
without  the  confent  of  the  general  Congrefs  or 
particular  affemblies^ 

To  concur  in  meafures  calculated  to  difchargc 
the  debts  of  America,  and  to  raife  the  credit  and 
value  of  the  paper  circulation. 

To  perpetuate  our  union  by  a  reciprocal  de- 
putation of  an  agent  or  agents  from  the  different 
ftates,  who  ihall  have  the  privilege  of  a  feat  and 

voice 
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voice  ifl  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain  ;  ""or, 
if  fent  from  Britain,  in  that  cafe  to  have  a  fea"t 
and  voice  in  the  aflembhes  of  the  different  ftates 
to  which  they  may  be  deputed  refpedlively,  in 
order  to  attend  the  feveral  interefts  of  thofe  by 
whom  they  are  deputed. 

I^f  fhort,  to  eftablifh  the  power  of  the  refpec- 
tive  legiflatures  in  each  particular  ftate,  to  fettle 
its  revenue,  its  civil  and  military  eftablifhment, 
and  to  exercife  a  perfect  freedom  of  legillation 
and  internal  government,  fo  that  the  Britifh 
ftates  throughout  North-America,  acting  with  us 
in  peace  and  war  under  one  common  fovereign, 
may  have  the  irrevocable  enjoyment  of  every 
privilege,  that  is  fhort  of  a  total  feparation  of 
incerefls,  or  confiftent  with  that  union  of  force, 
on  which  the  fafety  of  our  common  religion  and 
liberty  depends. 

In  our  anxiety  for  preferving  thofe  facred  and 
eflential  interefts,  we  cannot  help  taking  notice 
of  the  infidious  interpofition  of  a  power,  which 
has,  from  the  hrft  fettlement  of  thefe  colonies, 
been  actuated  with  enmity  to  us  both.  And 
notwithftanding  the  pretended  date  or  prefent 
form  of  the  French  offers  to  North-America,  yet 
it  is  notorious  that  thefe  were  made  in  confe- 
qaence  of  the  plans  of  accommodation  previoufly 
concerted  in  Great-Britain,  and  with  a  view  to 
prevent  our  reconciliation,  and  to  prolong  this 
deftruQive  war. 

But 
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•  But  we  truft  that  the  inhabitants  of  North- 
America,  connected  with  us  by  the  neareft  ties 
of  confanguinity,  fpeaking  the  fame  language, 
interefted  in  the  prefervation  of  fimilar  inflitu- 
tions,  remembering  the  former  happy  intercourfe 
of  good  offices,  and  forgetting  recent  animofities, 
will  ihrink  from  the  thought  of  becoming  an 
accellion  of  force  to  our  late  mutual  enemy,  and 
will  prefer  a  firm,  a  free  and  perpetual  coalition 
with  the  parent-flate,  to  an  infmcere  and  unna- 
tural foreign  alliance. 

This  defpatch  will  be  delivered  to  you  by 
doftor  Fergufon,  the  fecretary  to  his  majefty's 
commiffion.  And  for  further  explanation  and 
difcuffion  of  every  fubjecl  of  difference,  we  de- 
fire  to  meet  with  you,  either  colledively  or  by 
deputation,  at  New-York,  Philadelphia,  York- 
Town,  or  fuch  other  place  as  you  may  propofe. 
We  think  it  right,  however,  to  apprize  you,  that 
his  majefty's  inflrudions,  as  well  as  our  own  de- 
fire  to  remove  from  the  immediate  feat  of  war, 
in  the  aclive  operations  of  which  we  cannot  take 
any  part,  may  induce  us  fpeedily  to  remove  to 
New-York  :  but  the  commander  in  chief  of  his 
majefty's  land-forces,  who  is  joined  with  us  in 
this  commiffion,  will,  if  it  fliould  become  eligible, 
either  concur  with  us  in  a  fufpenfion  of  hoftili- 
ties,  or  will  furniih  all  neceffary  paffports  and 
fafe  condu£l  to  facilitate  our  meeting,  and  we 
ihall  of  courfe  exped  the  fame  of  you. 

If, 
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If,  after  the  time  that  may  be  neceflary  to  con- 
fider  this  communication  and  tranfmit  your  an- 
fwer,  the  horrors  and  devaftatlons  of  war  fhould 
continue,  we  call  God  and  the  world  to  witnefs, 
that  the  evils  which  muft  follow,  are  not  to  be 
imputed  to  Great-Britain  :  and  we  cannot,  with- 
out the  mod  real  forrow,  anticipate  the  profpe6l 
of  calamities,  which  we  feel  the  moft  ardent 
defire  to  prevent.  We  are,  with  perfe6t  refpe6t. 
Gentlemen, 

Your  moft  obedient, 

and  moft  humble  fervants, 
Carlisle, 
Wm.  Eden, 

Geo.  Johnstone. 
Philadelphia,  9th 

June,  1778. 

To  his  excellency  Henry  Laurens^  the  prefident,  and 
other  the  members  of  Congrefs. 

Gentlemen, 

The  defpatch  enclofed  with  this  was  carried 
this  morning  to  the  neareft  pofl  of  general  Wafli- 
ington's  army  by  dodlor  Fergufon,  fecretary  to 
his  majefty's  commiilion  for  reftoring  peace, 
he.  but  he  not  finding  a  paiTport,  has  returned 
to  this  place.  In  order  to  avoid  every  unneceffa- 
ry  delay,  we  now  again  fend  it  by  the  ordinary 
conveyance  of  your  military  polls.     As  foon   as 

the 
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the  paffport  arrives,  dodor  Fergufon  fhall  Wait 
upon   you  according   to   our  firft:  arrangement. 
We  are,  with  perfedt  refpcd. 
Gentlemen, 

Your  mofl  obedient, 

and  mofl  humble  fervants, 
Carlisle, 
Wm.  Eden, 
Geo.  Johnsto] 
Philadelphia,  June  9, 
1778. 


To  this  letter  the  following  anfwer  was  unani- 
inoufly  given  upon  the  i7Lh  of  June : 

To  their  excellencies  the  right  honourable  the  earl  of 
Carlijle^  Willia?n  Eden,  efquire,  George  John- 
Jione,  efquire,  commijfioners  from  his  Britannick 
majefiy,  Philadelphia. 

I  HAVE  received  the  letter  from  your  excel- 
lencies of  the  9th  inftant,  with  the  enclofures, 
and  laid  them  before  Congrefs.  Nothing  but  an 
earnell  defire  to  fpare  the  farther  effufion  of  hu- 
man blood  could  have  induced  them  to  read  a 
paper,  containing  expreffions  fo  difrcfpeclful  to 
his  mod  chriftian  majefiy,  the  good  and  great 
ally  of  thefe  ftates  j  or  to  confider  propofitions 
fo  derogatory  to  the  honour  of  an  independent 
nation. 

3D  The 
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The  a£ls  of  the  Britifh  parliament,  the  com- 
miflion  from  your  fovereign,  and  your  letter, 
fuppofe  the  people  of  thefe  dates  to  be  fubjeds 
of  the  crown  of  Great-Britain,  and  are  founded 
on  the  idea  of  dependence,  which  is  utterly  in- 
admiffible. 

-  ?I  AM  further  direfted  to  inform  your  excellen- 
cies, that  Congrefs  are  inclined  to  peace,  not- 
withflanding  the  unjuft  claims  from  which  this 
war  originated,  and  the  favage  manner  in  which 
it  hath  been  conduced.  They  will,  therefore, 
be  ready  to  enter  upon  the  confideration  of  a 
treaty  of  peace  and  commerce,  not  inconfiflent 
with  treaties  already  fubfifting,  when  the  King 
of  Great-Britain  fhall  demonftrate  a  fmcere  dif- 
pofition  for  that  purpofe.  The  only  folid  proof 
of  this  difpofition  will  be,  an  explicit  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  independence  of  thefe  ftates,'bt 
the  withdrawing  his  fleets  and  armies. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  ^  ,     -   ,  r 

Your  excellencies  mofl  obedient,"^^ 
and  humble  fervant, 
Signed,    by  order  of   the   unanimous   voice   of 
Congrefs, 
Henry  Lauren s,  prefident, 

York-Town,  June  17,  177 B. 
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If  ,        ,-. 

On  the  21ft  day  of  April,  1778,  the  Congrefs, 
then  fitting  at  York-Town,  received  a  letter  from 
general  Wafhington,  enclofing  a  printed  paper 
from  Philadelphia,  purporting  to  be  draughts  of 
three  bills  fimilar  to  the  three  afts  which  are 
riated  in  Note  XXIV,  commonly  called  The  con- 
ciliatory ads,  which  was  referred  to  a  committee. 
On  the  day  following,  viz.  the  22d  of  April,  the 
committee  reported  as  follows : 

TPHife  comittittee  to  whom  was  referred -thfe 
■JiL''  general's  letter  of  the  18th,  containing  a 
ipeirtain  printed  paper  fent  from  Philadelphia,  pur- 
porting to  be  the  draught  of  a  bill  for  declaring 
the  intentions  of  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain, 
as  to  the  exercife  of  what  they  are  pleafed  to 
term  their  right  of  impofing  taxes  within  thefe 
United  States  j  and  alfo  the  draught  of  a  bill  to 
enable  the  King  of  Great-Britain  to  appoint  com- 
miflioners,  with  powers  to  treat,  confult  and 
agree  upon,  the  means  of  quieting  certain  dif- 
orders  within  the  faid  dates,  beg  leave  to  obferve, 
that  the  faid  paper  being  induftrioufly  circulated 
by  emiffaries  of  the  enemy,  in  a  partial  and  fe- 
cret  manner,  the  fame  ought  to  be  forthwith 
printed  for  the  publick  information. 

The  committee  cannot  afcertain  whether  the 
contents  of  the  faid  paper  have  been  framed  in 

Philadelphia,, 
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Philadelphia,  or  hi  Great-Britain,  much  lefs  whe- 
ther the  fame  are  really  and  truly  intended  to  be 
brought  into  the  parliament  of  that  kingdom,  or 
whether  the  faid  parliament  will  confer  thereon 
the  ufual  folemnities  of  their  laws.  But  are  in- 
clined to  believe  this  will  happen,  for  the  follow- 
ing reafons  : 

I.  Because  their  general  hath  made  divers 
feeble  efforts  to  fet  on  foot  fome  kind  of  treaty 
during  the  laft  winter,  though,  either  from  a 
miftaken  idea  of  his  own  dignity  and  importance, 
the  want  of  information,  or  fome  other  caufe, 
he  hath  not  made  application  to  thofe  who  are 
invefted  with  a  proper  authority. 

1.  Because  they  fuppofe  that  the  fallacious 
idea  of  a  ceffation  of  hoftilities  w^ill  render  thefe 
flatcs  remifs  in  their  preparations  for  war. 

3.  Because,  believing  the  Americans  wearied 
with  war,  they  fuppofe  we  will  accede  to  their 
terms  for  the  fake  of  peace. 

4.  Because  they  fuppofe  that  our  negociatlons 
may  be  fubjecl;  to  a  like  corrupt  influence  with 
their  debates* 

5.  Because  they  expccl  from  this  flep  the 
fame  effects  they  did  from  what  one  of  their  mi* 
nifters  thought  proper  to  call  his  conciliatory 
motion,  viz.  that  it  will  prevent  foreign  powers 

from 
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from  giving  aid  to  thefe  ftates  ;  that  it  will  lead 
their  own  fubjefts  to  continue  a  little  longer  the 
prefent  war ;  and  that  it  will  detach  fome  weak 
men  in  America  from  the  caufe  of  freedom  and 
virtue. 

6.  Because  their  King,  from  his  ov/n  fhewjng, 
hath  reafon  to  apprehend  that  his  fleets  and  ar- 
mies, inftead  of  being  employed  againfl:  the  ter- 
ritories of  thefe  ftates,  will  be  necelTary  for  the 
defence  of  his  own  dominions.     And, 

7.  Because  the  imprafticability  of  fubjugating 
this  country  being  every  day  more  and  more  ma- 
nifeft,  it  is  their  intereil  to  extricate  themfelvcs 
from  the  war  upon  any  terms. 

The  committee  beg  leave  further  to  obferve, 
that,  upon  a  fuppofition  the  matters  contained  in. 
the  faid  paper  will  really  go  into  the  Britifli  fta- 
tute-book,  they  ferve  to  Ihew,  in  a  clear  point 
of  view,  the  weaknefs  and  wickednefs  of  the 
enemy. 

Their  weaknefs, 

I.  Because  they  formerly  declared,  not  only 
that  they  had  a  right  to  bind  the  inhabitants  of 
thefe  ftates  in  all  cafes  whatfoever,  but  alfo  that 
the  faid  inhabitants  fliould  abfolutely  and  uncon- 
ditionally fubmit  to  the  exercife  of  that  right.' 
And  this  fubmiffion  ihey  have  endeavoured  to 
exa6:  by  the  fword.     Ptcceding  from  this  claim, 

therefore, 
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therefore,  under  the  prefent  circumflances,  fiiews 
their  inability  to  enforce  it. 

^^^.  Because  their  prince  had  heretofore  re- 
jected the  humbled  petitions  of  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  America,  praying  to  be  confidered  as 
fubjedts,  and  proteded  in  the  enjoyment  of  peace, 
liberty  and  fafety ;  and  hath  waged  a  mod  cruet 
War  againft  them,  and  employed  the  favages  to 
butcher  innocent  women  and  children.  But  tibw 
the  fame  prince  pretends  to  treat  with  thofe  very 
reprefentatives,  and  grant  to  the  arms  of  America 
what  he  refufed  to  her  prayers. 

3.  Because  they  have  uniformly  laboured  td 
conquer  this  continent,  rejecting  every  idea  of 
accommodation  propofed  to  them,  from  a  con- 
fidence in  their  own  ftrength.  Wherefore  it  is 
evident,  from  the  change  in  their  mode  of  attack, 
that  they  have  loft  this  confidence.     And,       -• ., 

4.  Because  the  conftant  language,  fpoken 
not  only  by  their  minifters,  but  by  the  moft  pub- 
lick  and  authentick  adts  of  the  nation,  hath  been, 
that  it  is  incompatible  with  their  dignity  to  treat 
with  the  Americans  while  they  have  arms  in  their 
hands.  Notwithftanding  which,  an  offer  is  now 
about  to  be  made  for  treaty. 

The  wickedness  and  insincerity  of  the 
enemy  appear  from  the  following  confiderations  : 

I.  Either 
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^  ji.,vEiTHER  the  bills  now  ta  be  pafled  contain.. 
a  dire<^  or  indirect  ceflion  of  a  part  of  their, 
former  claims,  or  they  do  not.  If  they  do,  then 
it  is  acknowledged  that  they  have  facrificed  many 
brave  men  in  an  unjuft  quarrel.  If  they  do  not, 
,then  they  ar'e  calculated  to  deceive  America  into 
terms,  to  which  neither  argument  before  the5y^3|]» 
nor  force  fmce,  could  procure  her  affent. '....,. ,^,jit 

1.  The  firfl  of  theie  bills  appears,  from  the 
title,  to  be  a  declaration  of  the  intentions  of  the 
Britifh  parliament,  concerning  the  exercife  qC 
the  right  of  impoling  taxes  within  thefe  ftates. 
Wherefore,  fhould  thefe  ftates  treat  under  the 
faid  bill,  they  would  indiredlly  acknowledge  that 
ijigi^t*-to  obtain  which  acknowledgment,  the  pri^^, 
fent  war  hath  been  avowedly  undertaken  and 
profecuted  on  the  part  of  Great-Britain.  ;:, 

.,   .!■.,.::■!  V.  ^  vf't 

3.  Should  fuch  pretended  right  be  fo  acqui-. 
efced  in,  then,  of  confequence,  the  fame  might 
jbe  exercifed  whenever  the  Britifli  parliament 
fliould  find  themfelves  in  a  different  temper  and 
difpofition ;  fmcq.^  it  mufl  depend  upon  thofe, 
and  fuch  like  contingencies,  how  far  men  ^yilf 
a6t  according  to  their  former  intentions.  .p^^ 

-        /  ■     'Gcf 

4.  The  faid  firfl:  bill,  in  the  body  thereof, 
containeth  no  new  matter,  but  is  precifely  the 
fame  with  the  motion  before-mentioned,  and  lia- 
ble to  all  the  objeftions  which  lay  againd  the  faid 
motion,  excepting  the  following  particular,  viz. 

that 
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that  by  the  motion  adual  taxation  was  to  be 
fufpended,  fo  long  as  America  fhould  give  as 
much  as  the  faid  parliament  might  think  proper  : 
whereas,  by  the  propofed  bill,  it  is  to  be  fufpend- 
ed, as  long  as  future  parliaments  continue  of  the 
fame  mind  with  the  prefent. 

5.  From  the  fecond  bill  it  appears,  that  the 
Britifh  King  may,  if  he  pleafes,  appoint  com- 
miffioners  to  treat  and  agree  with  thofe,  whom 
they  pleafe,  about  a  variety  of  things  therein 
mentioned.  But  fuch  treaties  and  agreements 
are  to  be  of  no  validity,  without  the  concur- 
rence of  the  faid  parliament,  except  fo  far  as 
they  relate  to  the  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities,  and  of 
certain  of  their  a6ts,  the  granting  of  pardons, 
and  the  appointing  of  governors  to  thefe  fove- 
reign,  free  and  independent  ftates.  Wherefore, 
the  faid  parliament  have  referved  to  themfelves, 
in  exprefs  words,  the  power  of  fetting  afide  any 
fuch  treaty,  and  taking  the  advantage  of  any 
circumftances  which  may  arife  to  fubje6t  this 
continent  to  their  ufurpations. 

6.  The  faid  bill,  by  holding  forth  a  tender  of 
pardon,  implies  a  criminality  in  our  juflifiable 
refiftance,  and  confequently,  to  treat  under  it 
would  be  an  implied  acknowledgment  that  the 
inhabitants  of  thefe  ftates  were,  what  Britain 
hath  declared  them  to  be,  rebels. 

7.  The  inhabitants  of  thefe  ftates  being  claim- 

ed 
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ed  ^  them  a$  iubjeds,  they  may  infer,  from 
the  nature  of  the  negotiation  now  pretended  to 
be  fet  on  foot,  that  the  faid  inhabitants  would 
of  right  be  afterwards  bound  by  fuch  laws  as 
they  Ihould  make.  Wherefore  any  agreement 
entered  into  on  fuch  negotiation  might  at  any 
future  time  be  repealed.     And, 

8.  Because  the  faid  bill  purports,  that  the 
commiffioners  therein  mentioned  may  treat  with 
private  individuals  ;  a  meafure  highly  derogatory 
to  the  dignity  of  national  charaQer. 

From  all  which  it  appears  evident  to  your  com- 
mittee, that  the  faid  bills  are  intended  to  operate 
upon  the  hopes  and  fears  of  the  good  people  of 
thefe  flates,  lb  as  to  create  divifions  among  them, 
and  a  defedion  from  the  common  caufe,  now, 
by  the  bleffing  of  Divine  Providence,  drawing 
jiear  to  a  favourable  ilTue.  That  they  are  the 
fequel  of  that  infidious  plan,  which,  from  the 
days  of  the  ftamp-adt,  down  to  the  prefent  time, 
hath  involved  this  country  in  contention  and 
bloodlhed.  And  that,  as  in  other  cafes  fo  in 
this,  although  circumflances  may  force  them  at 
times  to  recede  from  their  unjuftifiable  claims, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  but  they  will,  as  hereto- 
fore, upon  the  firft  favourable  occafion,  agaiu 
difplay  that  lull  of  domination,  which  hath  rent 
in  twain  the  mighty  empire  of  Britain, 

Upon  the  whole  matter,  tlie  committee  beg 
3  E  leave 
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leave  to  report  it  as  their  opinion,  that  as  the 
Americans  united  in  this  arduous  contefl  upon 
principles  of  common  intereft,  for  the  defence 
of  common  rights  and  privileges,  which  union 
hath  been  cemented  by  common  calamities,  and 
by  mutual  good  offices  and  afFediion,  fo  the 
great  caufe  for  which  they  contend,  and  in  which 
all  mankind  are  interefled,  mufl  derive  its  fuc- 
cefs  from  the  continuance  of  that  union.  Where- 
fore any  man  or  body  of  men,  who  fhould  pre- 
fame  to  make  any  feparate  or  partial  convention 
or  agreement  with  commiffioners  under  the 
crown  of  Great-Britain,  or  any  of  them,  ought 
to  be  confidered  and  treated  as  open  and  avowed 
enemies  of  thefe  United  States. 

And  further,  your  committee  beg  leave  to  re- 
port it  as  their  opinion,  that  thefe  United  States 
cannot,  with  propriety,  hold  any  conference  with 
any  commiffioners  on  the  part  of  Great-Britain, 
unlefs  they  fhall,  as  a  preliminary  thereto,  either 
withdraw  their  fleets  and  armies,  or  elfe,  in  po- 
fitive  and  exprefs  terms,  acknowledge  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  faid  ftates. 

And  in  as  much  as  it  appears  to  be  the  defign  of 
the  enemies  of  thefe  flates  to  lull  them  into  a 
fatal  fecurity — to  the  end  that  they  may  act  with 
a  becoming  weight  and  importance,  it  is  the  opi- 
nion of  your  committee,  that  the  feveral  ftates 
be  call'ed  upon  to  ufe  the  moft  ftrenuous  exertions 
to  have   their   refpeclive   quotas   of  continental 

troops 
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troops  in  the  field  as  foon  as  poffible,  and  that  all 
the  militia  of  the  faid  dates  be  held  in  readinefs^ 
to  ad  as  occafion  may  require. 

This  report  being  read,  and  debated  by  para- 
graphs, was  agreed  to  imanimoufly,  and  pub- 
lifhed. 


NOTE       XXVI.       Page     i8i. 

On  the  6th  of  July,  1775,  the  Congrefs  pub- 
liihed  the  following  declaration  : 

IF  it  was  poffible  for  men,  who  exercife  their 
reafon,  to  believe,  that  the  Divine  Author  o£ 
our  exiftence  intended  a  part  of  the  human  race 
to  hold  an  abfolute  property  in,  and  an  unbounded 
power  over  others,  marked  out  by  his  infinite 
goodnefs  and  wifdom,  as  the  objects  of  a  legal 
domination  never  rightfully  refiftible,  however 
fevere  and  oppreffive,  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  co- 
lonies might  at  leafl  require  from  the  parliament 
of  Great-Britain  fome  evidence,  that  this  dread- 
ful authority  over  them  has  been  granted  to  that 
body.  But  a  reverence  for  our  great  Creator, 
principles  of  humanity,  and  the  dictates  of  com- 
mon fenfe,  muft  convince  all  thofe  who  reflect 
upon  the  fubjed,  that  government  was  inftituted 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  mankind,  and  ought 
to  be  adminiftered  for  the  attainment  of  that  end. 
The   legiflature   of   Great-Britain,    however   fti- 

mulated 
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mulated  by  an  inordinate  paffion  for  a  power  not 
only  unjuftifiable,  but  which  they  know  to  be 
peculiarly  reprobated  by  the  very  conftitution 
of  that  kingdom,  and  defperate  of  fuccefs  in  any 
mode  of  conteft,  where  regard  fhould  be  had  to 
truth,  law,  or  right,  have  at  length,  deferting 
thofe,  attempted  to  cffecl  their  cruel  and  impo- 
litick  purpofc  of  enflaving  thefe  colonies  by  vio- 
lence, and  have  thereby  rendered  it  neceflary 
for  us  to  clofe  with  their  laft  appeal  from  reafon 
to  arms.  Yet,  however  blinded  that  affembly 
may  l^e,  by  their  intemperate  rage  for  unlimited 
domination,  fo  to  flight  juftice  and  the  opinion 
of  mankind,  we  efteem  ourfelves  bound  by  obli- 
gations of  refpett  to  the  reft  of  the  world,  to 
make  known  the  juftice  of  our  caufe.  '^' 

Our  forefathers,  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  of 
Great-Britain,  left  their  native  land  to  feek  on 
thefe  ftiores  a  refidence  for  civil  and  religious 
freedom.  At  the  expence  of  their  blood,  at  the 
hazard  of  their  fortunes,  without  the  leaft  charge 

■  to  the  country  from  which  they  removed,  by  un- 
ceafing  labour  and  an  unconquerable  fpirit,  they 
effected  fettlements  in  the  diftant  and  inhofpitable 

.  wilds  of  America,  then  filled  with  numerous  and 
warlike  nations  of  barbarians.  Societies  or  go- 
vernments, vefted  with  perfeft  legiilatures,  were 
formed  under  charters  from  the  crown,  and  an 
harmonious  intercourfe  was  eftablifhed  between 
the  colonies  and  the  kingdom  from  which  they 
derived  their  origin.     The  mutual  benefits  of  this 

union 
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union  became  in  a  fhort  time  fo  extraordinary, 
as  to  excite  aftonifliment.  It  is  univerfally  con- 
felled,  that  the  amazing  increafe  of  rhe  wealth, 
flrength,  and  navigation  of  the  reaimj  arofe  from 
this  fource ;  and  the  minider,  who  fo  wifely  and 
fuccefsfully  direded  the  meafures  of  Great-Bri- 
tain in  the  late  war,  publicldy  declared,  that 
thefe  colonies  enabled  her  to  triumph  over  her 
enemies.  Towards  the  conclufion  of  that  war, 
it  pleafed  our  fovereign  to  make  a  change  in  his 
councils.  From  that  fatal  moment,  the  affairs  of 
the  Britifli  empire  began  to  fall  into  confufion, 
and  gradually  Hiding  from  the  fummit  of  glo- 
rious profperity,  to  which  they  had  been  advanced 
by  the  virtues  and  abilities  of  one  man,  are  at 
length  diftradled  by  the  convulfions,  that  now 
fhake  it  to  its  deepeft  foundations.  The  new 
miniftry  finding  the  brave  foes  of  Britain,  though 
frequently  defeated,  yet  (till  contending,  took  up 
the  unfortunate  idea  of  granting  them  a  hafty 
peace,  and  of  then  fubduing  her  faithful  friends. 

These  devoted  colonies  were  judged  to  be  in 
fuch  a  flate,  as  to  prefent  viftories  without 
bloodfhed,  and  all  the  eafy  emoluments  of  ftatute- 
able  plunder.  The  uninterrupted  tenor  of  their 
peaceable  and  refpeclful  behaviour  from  the  be- 
ginning of  colonization,  their  dutiful,  zealous, 
and  ufeful  fervices  during  the  war,  though  fo 
recently  and  amply  acknowledged  in  the  moft 
honourable  manner  by  his  majefty,  by  the  late 
King,  and  by  parhament,  could  not  fave  them 

from 
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from  the  meditated  innovations.  Parliament  was 
influenced  to  adopt  the  pernicious  projed,  and 
alTuming  a  new  power  over  them,  have,  in  the 
courfe  of  eleven  years,  given  fuch  decifive  fpeci- 
mens  of  the  fpirit  and  confequences  attending 
this  power,  as  to  leave  no  doubt  concerning  the 
efFedts  of  acqulefcence  under  it.  They  have  un- 
dertaken to  give  and  grant  our  money  without 
our  confent,  though  we  have  ever  exercifed  an 
cxclufive  right  to  difpofe  of  our  own  property ; 
flatutes  have  been  paifed  for  extending  the  jurif- 
didlion  of  courts  of  admiralty  and  vice-admiralty 
beyond  their  ancient  limits ;  for  depriving  us  of 
the  accuftomed  and  ineftimable  privilege  of  trial 
by  jury  in  cafes  afFe£ling  both  life  and  property  ; 
for  fufpending  the  legiflature  of  one  of  the  colo- 
nies J  for  interdidling  all  commerce  to  the  capital 
of  another  ;  and  for  altering  fundamentally  the 
form  of  government  eftablifhed  by  charter,  and 
fecured  by  afts  of  its  own  legiflature,  folemnly 
confirmed  by  the  crown ;  for  exempting  the 
'  murderers'  of  colonifl:s  from  legal  trial,  and, 
in-  effed,  from  punifliment ;  for  erecting  in  a 
neighbouring  province,  acquired  by  the  joint 
arms  of  Great-Britain  and  America,  a  defpotifm 
dangerous  to  our  very  exifl:ence ;  and  for  quar- 
tering foldiers  upon  the  colonifi:s  in  time  of  pro- 
found peace.  It  has  alfo  been  refolved  in  parlia- 
ment, that  colonifts  charged  with  committing 
certain  ofi'ences,  fliall  be  tranfported  to  England 
to  be  tried. 

But 
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But  why  fhould  we  enumerate  our  injuries  m 
detail  ?  By  one  ftatute  it  is  declared,  that  parha- 
ment  can  '  of  right,  make  laws  to  bind  us  in 
'  all  cafes  whatfoever.'  What  is  to  defend  us 
againft  fo  enormous,  fo  unlimited  a  power?  Not 
a  fmgle  man  of  thofe  who  aflume  it,  is  chofen 
by  us  ;  or  is  fubjed:  to  our  control  or  influence  ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  they  are  all  of  them  ex- 
empt from  the  operation  of  fuch  laws,  and  an 
American  revenue,  if  not  diverted  from  the 
oftenfible  purpofes  for  which  it  is  raifed,  would 
aOiually  lighten  their  own  burdens  in  proportion 
as  they  increafe  ours.  We  faw  the  mifery  to 
which  fuch  defpotifm  would  reduce  us.  We,  for 
ten  years,  incelfantly  and  ineffedually,  befieged 
the  throne  as  fupplicants ;  we  reafoned,  we  re- 
monftrated  with  parhament  in  the  mofl;  mild  and 
decent  language. 

Administration,  fenfible  that  we  fliould  re- 
gard thefe  oppreifive  meafures  as  freemen  ought 
to  do,  fent  over  fleets  and  armies  to  enforce 
them.  The  indignation  of  the  Americans  was 
roufed,  it  is  true  ;  but  it  was  the  indignation  of 
a  virtuous,  loyal,  and  afleftionate  people.  A 
congrefs  of  delegates  from  the  United  Colonies 
was  aflfembled  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  fifth  day 
of  lafl  September.  We  refoived  again  to  offer 
an  humble  and  dutiful  petition  to  the  King,  and 
alfo  addreffed  our  fellow-fubjeO:s  of  Great-Bri- 
tain. We  have  purfued  every  temperate,  every 
refpeclful  meafure  j  we  have  even  proceeded  to 

break 


(     4>6     ) 

break  off  our  commercial  intercourfe  with  our 
fellow-fubje^ls,  as  the  lafl  peaceable  admonition, 
that  our  attachment  to  no  nation  upon  earth 
fhould  fupplant  our  attachment  to  liberty.  This, 
we  flattered  ourfelves,  was  the  ultimate  ftep  of 
the  controverfy :  but  fubfequent  events  have 
Ihewn,  how  vain  was  this  hope  of  finding  mode- 
ration in  our  enemies. 

Several  threatening  expreflions  againfi:  the 
colonies  were  inferted  in  his  majefty's  fpeech  ; 
our  petition,  though  we  were  told  it  was  a  de- 
cent one,  and  that  his  majefty  had  been  pleafed 
to  receive  it  ^racioully,  and  to  promife  laying  it 
before  his  parliament,  was  huddled  into  both 
houfes  among  a  bundle  of  American  papers,  and 
there  negleded.  The  lords  and  commons  in 
their  addrefs,  in  the  month  of  February,  faid, 
'  that  a  rebellion  at  that  time  actually  exifl:ed 
'  within  the  province  of  MafTachufetts-Bay ;  and 
'  that  thofe  concerned  in  it  had  been  counte- 
*^  nanced  and  encouraged  by  unlawful  combina- 
'  tions  and  engagements,  entered  into  by  his 
*  majefty *s  fubjeds  in  feveral  of  the  other  colo- 
'  nies  ;  and  therefore  they  befought  his  majefty, 
'  that  he  would  take  the  moft  effedual  meafures 
'  to  enforce  due  obedience  to  the  laws  and  au- 
'  thority  of  the  fupreme  Icgillature.'  Soon  after 
the  commercial  intercourfe  of  whole  colonies, 
with  foreign  countries,  and  with  each  other,  was 
cut  off  by  an  act  of  parliament ;  by  another,  fe- 
veral of  them  were  entirely  prohibited  from  the 

filheries 
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fiflieries  in  the  feas  near  their  coafts,  on  which 
they  always  depended  for  their  fuftenance  ;  and 
large  reinforcements  of  fhips  and  troops  were 
immediately  fent  over  to  general  Gage. 

Fruitless  were  all  the  entreaties,  arguments, 
and  eloquence  of  an  illuflrious  band  of  the  moft 
diftinguillied  peers  and  commoners,  who  nobly 
and  flrenuoufly  afferted  the  juftice  of  our  caufe, 
to  flay,  or  even  to  mitigate  the  heedlefs  fury  with 
which  thefe  accumulated  and  unexampled  out- 
rages were  hurried  on.  Equally  fruitlefs  was  the 
interference  of  the  city  of  London,  of  Briftol, 
and  many  other  refpedlable  towns,  in  our  favour. 
Parliament  adopted  an  infidious  manoiuvre,  cal- 
culated to  divide  us,  to  eftablifh  a  perpetual  auc- 
tion of  taxations  where  colony  fhould  bid  againfl 
colony,  all  of  them  uninformed  what  ranfom 
ihould  redeem  their  lives  ;  and  thus  to  extort  from 
us,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  the  unknown 
fums  that  Ihould  be  fufficient  to  gratify,  if  poffi- 
ble  to  gratify,  minifierial  rapacity,  with  the  mi- 
ferable  indulgence  left  to  us  of  railing,  in  our 
own  mode,  the  prefcribed  tribute.  What  terms 
more  rigid  and  humiliating  could  have  been  dic- 
tated by  remorfelefs  viftors  to  conquered  enemies  ? 
In  our  circumftances  to  accept  them,  would  be 
to  deferve  them. 

Soon  after  the  intelligence  of  thefe  proceed- 
ings  arrived   on    this   continent,   ,^eneral  Gage, 
who,  in  the  courfe  of  the  lad  year,  had  taken 
3  F  poiTeilion 
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poUelTioin  of  the  town  of  Bofton,  in  the  province 
of  MaiTacbufetts-Bay,  and  ftill  occupied  it  as  a 
garrifon,  on  the  19th  day  of  April,  fent  out  from 
that  place  a  large  detachment  of  his  army,  who 
made  an  unprovoked  affault  on  the  inhabitants 
of  the  faid  province,  at  the  town  of  Lexington, 
as  appears  by  the  affidavits  of  a  great  number  of 
perfons,  fome  of  whom  were  officers  and  foldiers 
of  that  detachment,  murdered  eight  of  the  in- 
habitants, and  wounded  many  others.  From 
thence  the  troops  proceeded  in  warlike  arrav  to 
the  town  of  Concord,  where  they  fet  upon  ano- 
ther party  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  fame  province, 
killing  fever^l  and  v^^ounding  more,  until  com- 
pelled to  retreat  by  the  country  people  fuddenly 
aiTembled  to  repel  this  cruel  aggreffion.  Hoftili- 
ties,  thus  commenced  by  the  Britifli  troops,  have 
been  fince  profecuted  by  them  without  regard  to 
faith  or  reputation.  The  inhabitants  of  Bofton 
being  confined  within  that  town  by  the  general, 
their  governor,  and  having,  in  order  to  procure 
their  dilmiiTion,  entered  into  a  treaty  with  him, 
it  was  flipulated,  that  the  faid  inhabitants  having 
depoiited  their  arms  with  their  own  magiilrates, 
ihould  have  liberty  to  depart,  taking  with  them 
their  other  eftedis.  They  accordingly  delivered 
up  their  arms,  but  in  open  violation  of  honour, 
in  defiance  of  the  obligation  of  treaties,  which 
even  favage  nations  efleemed  facred,  the  gover- 
nor ordered  the  arms  depohted  as  aforefaid,  that 
they  might  be  preferved  for  their  owners,  to  be 
feized  by  a  body  of  foldiers  j  detained  the  greateft 

part 


(     419     ) 

part  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  town,  and  compel- 
led the  fev/  who  were  permitted  to  retire,  to  leave 
their  mod  valuable  efFeds  behind. 

By  this  perfidy,  v/ives  are  feparated  from  their 
hufbandSj  children  from  their  parents,  the  aged 
and  the  fick  from  their  relations  and  friends,  who 
wifh  to  attend  and  comfort  them  ;  and  thofe  who 
have  been  ufed  to  live  in  plenty  and  even  ele- 
gance, are  reduced  to  deplorable  diftrefs. 

The  general,  further  emulating  his  miniflerial 
mailers,  by  a  proclamation  bearing  date  on  the 
1 2th  day  of  June,  after  venting  the  groifeft  falfe- 
hoods  and  calumnies  againfl  the  good  people  of 
thefe  colonies,  proceeds  to  '  declare  them  all, 
'  either  by  name  or  defcription,  to  be  rebels  and 
'  traitors,  to  fuperfede  the  courfe  of  the  common 
*  law,  and  inftead  thereof  to  publilh  and  order 
'  the  ufe  and  exercife  of  the  law  martial.'  His 
troops  have  butchered  our  countrymen,  have 
wantonly  burnt  Charlefton,  befides  a  confiderable 
number  of  houfes  in  other  places  ;  our  Ihips  and 
veffels  are  feized  ;  the  neceffary  fupplies  of  pro- 
vifions  are  intercepted,  and  he  is  exerting  his 
utmofl  power  to  fpread  deilrudion  and  devafta- 
tion  around  him. 

We  have  received  certain  intelligence,  that 
general  Carleton,  the  governor  of  Canada,  is 
inftigating  the  people  of  that  province,  and  the 
Indians,  to  fall  upon  us  j  and  we  have  but  too 

much 
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much  reafon  to  apprehend,  that  fchemes  have 
been  formed  to  excite  domeftick  enemies  againft 
us.  In  brief,  a  part  of  thefe  colonies  now  feel, 
and  all  of  them  are  fure  of  feeling,  as  far  as  the 
vengeance  of  adminiftration  can  inflid  them,  the 
complicated  calamities  of  fire,  fword  and  famine. 
We  are  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  choofmg 
an  unconditional  fubmifTion  to  the  tyranny  of  ir- 
ritated minifters,  or  refiftance  by  force.  The 
latter  is  our  choice.  We  have  counted  the  coll 
of  this  contell,  and  find  nothing  fo  dreadful  as 
voluntary  flavery.  Honour,  juftice  and  huma- 
nity, forbid  us  tamely  to  furrender  that  freedom 
which  we  received  from  our  gallant  anceftors, 
and  which  our  innocent  pofterity  have  a  right 
to  receive  from  us.  We  cannot  endure  the  in- 
famy and  guilt  of  refigning  fucceeding  genera- 
tions to  that  wretchednefs  which  inevitably  awaits 
them,  if  we  bafely  entail  hereditary  bondage 
upon  them. 

Our  caufe  is  jufl.  Our  union  is  perfecl.  Our 
internal  refources  are  great,  and,  if  neceifary, 
foreign  afliftance  is  undoubtedly  attainable.  We 
gratefully  acknowledge,  as  fignal  inftances  of  the 
Divine  Favour  towards  us,  that  his  Providence 
would  not  permit  us  to  be  called  into  this  fevere 
controverfy,  until  we  were  grown  up  to  our 
prefent  flrength,  had  been  previoully  exercifed 
in  warlike  operation,  and  poilelfed  of  the  means 
of  defending  ourfelves.  With  hearts  fortified 
with  thefe  animating  reflections,  we  mod  folemn- 
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ly,  before  God  and  the  world,  declare,  that, 
exerting  the  utmofl  energy  of  thofe  powers, 
which  our  beneficent  Creator  hath  gracioully  be- 
ftowed  upon  us,  the  arms  we  have  been  compel- 
led by  our  enemies  to  affume,  we  will,  in  defi- 
ance of  every  hazard,  with  unabating  firmnefs 
and  perfeverance,  employ  for  the  prefervation  of 
our  liberties ;  being  with  one  mind  refolved  to 
die  freemen  rather  than  to  live  flaves. 

Lest  this  declaration  fliould  difquiet  the  minds 
of^our  friends  and  fellow-fubjefts  in  any  part  of 
the  empire,  we  affure  them  that  we  mean  not  to 
diflblve  that  union  which  has  fo  long  and  fo  hap- 
pily fubfifted  between  us,  and  which  we  fincere- 
ly  wifh  to  fee  reftored.  Neceffity  has  not  yet 
driven  us  into  that  defperate  meafure,  or  induced 
us  to  excite  any  other  nation  to  war  againft  them. 
We  have  not  raifed  armies  with  ambitious  defigns 
of  feparating  from  Great-Britain,  and  eftablilh- 
ing  independent  ftates.  We  fight  not  for  glory 
or  for  conquefl.  We  exhibit  to  mankind  the 
remarkable  fpeftacle  of  a  people  attacked  by  un- 
provoked enemies,  without  any  imputation  or 
even  fufpicion  of  offence.  They  boaft  of  their 
privileges  and  civilization,  and  yet  proffer  no 
milder  conditions  than  fervitude  or  death. 

In  our  own  native  land,  in  defence  of  the 
freedom  that  is  our  birth-right,  and  which  wc 
ever  enjoyed  till  the  late  violation  of  it — for  the 
protedion  of  our  property,  acquired  folely  by  the 
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honefl:  induftry  of  our  fore-fathers  and  ourfelves, 
againfl  violence  a6tually  offered,  we  have  taken 
up  arms.  ,  We  Ihall  lay  them  down  when  hoftili- 
tles  (hall  ceafe  on  the  part  of  the  aggreffors,  and 
all  danger  of  their  being  renewed  fhall  be  re- 
moved, and  not  before. 

With  an  humble  confidence  in  the  mercies  of 
the  fupreme  and  impartial  Judge  and  Ruler  of 
the  univerfe,  we  molt  devoutly  implore  his  Di- 
vine Goodnefs  to  protect  us  happily  through  this 
great  confli6t,  to  difpofe  our  adverfaries  to  recon- 
ciliation on  reafonable  terms,  and  thereby  to 
relieve  the  empire  from  the  calamities  of  civil 
war. 


NOTE 
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NOTE      XXVIL      Page     183. 

The  manifejlo  and  declaration  of  the  earl  of  Car- 
lijle,  fir  Henry  Clinton  and  William  Eden,  pub-^ 
lifhed  on  the  third  day  of  Odober,  1778. 

To  the  members  of  the  Congrefs,  the  members  of  the 
general  affemblies  or  conventions  of  the  federal 
colonies,  plantations  and  provinces  of  New-Hamp- 
fhire,  Maffachufetts-Bay,  Rhode-IfJand,  Connec- 
ticut, New-Tork,  New-Jerfey,  Fennfyhania,  the 
Three  Lower  Counties  on  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  North-Carolina,  South-Carolina  and 
Georgia,  and  all  others,  free  inhabitants  of  the 
faid  colonies,  of  every  rank  and  denomination* 

By  the  earl  of  Carlifle,  fir  Henry  Clinton  and  WiU 
Ham  Eden,  efquire,  commiffioners  appointed  by 
his  majefty  in  purfuance  of  an  a6l  of  parliament, 
made  and  paffed  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  ma- 
jejiy's  reign,  to  enable  his  majefiy  to  appoint  com- 
7niJJioners  to  treat,  confult,  and  agree  upon  the 
means  of  quieting  the  diforders  novj  fubfijiing  in 
certain  of  the  colonies,  plantations,  and  provinces 
in  North-America. 

AVING  amply  and  repeatedly  made  known 
to  the  Congrefs,  and  having  aifo  proclaimed 
to  the  inhabitants  of  North-America  in  general, 
the  benevolent  overtures  of  Great-Britain  towards 
a  re-union  and  coalition  with  her  colonies,  we  do 
not  think  it  confident  either  with  the  duty  we 
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owe  to  our  country,  or  with  a  jufl  regard  to  the 
characters  we  bear,  to  perfift  in  holding  out  of- 
fers, which,  in  our  eftimation,  required  only  to 
be  known  to  be  moft  gratefully  accepted  ;  and 
we  have  accordingly,  excepting  only  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  who  will  be  detained  by  mihtary 
duties,  refolved  to  return  to  England  a  few  weeks 
after  the  date  of  this  manifefto  and  proclamation. 

Previous,  however,  to  this  decifive  ftep,  we 
are  led,  by  a  jufl  anxiety  for  the  great  objeds  of 
our  million,  to  enlarge  on  fome  points  which  may 
not  have  been  fufficiently  underftood,  to  recapi- 
tulate to  our  fellow -fubjeds  the  bleffings  which 
we  are  empowered  to  confer,  and  to  warn  them 
of  the  continued  train  of  evils  to  which  they  are 
at  prefent  blindly  and  obftinately  expofmg  them- 
felves. 

To  the  members  of  the  Congrefs,  then,  we 
again  declare,  that  we  are  ready  to  concur  in  all 
fatisfaftory  and  juft  arrangements  for  fecuring  to 
them  and  their  refpeclive  conflituents,  the  re- 
eflabliihment  of  peace,  with  the  exemption  from 
any  impofition  of  taxes  by  the  parliament  of 
Great-Britain,  and  the  irrevocable  enjoyment  of 
every  privilege  confident  with  that  union  of  in- 
terefts  and  force  on  which  our  mutual  profperity 
and  the  fafety  of  our  common  religion  and  liberty 
depend.  We  again  aflerc,  that  the  members  of 
the  Congrefs  were  not  authorized  by  their  confli- 
tution  either  to  rejedl  our  offers  without  the  pre- 
vious 
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Vious  confideration  and  confent  of  the  feveral 
afferablies  and  conventions,  their  conftituents,  or 
to  refer  us  to  pretended  foreign  treaties,  which 
they  know  are  delufively  framed  in  the  firft  in- 
ftance,  and  which  have  never  yet  been  ratified 
by  the  people  of  this  continent.  And  we  once 
more  remind  the  members  of  the  Congrefs,  that 
they  are  refponfible  to  their  countrymen,  to  the 
world,  and  to  God,  for  the  continuance  of  this 
war,  and  for  all  the  miferies  with  which  it  mufl 
be  attended. 

To  the  general  aiTemblies  and  conventions  of 
the  different  colonies,  plantations  and  provinces 
above-mentioned,  we  now  feparately  make  the 
offers  which  w^e  originally  tranfmitted  to  the  Con- 
grefs ;  and  we  hereby  call  upon  and  urge  them 
to  meet  exprefsly  for  the  purpofe  of  confidering 
whether  every  motive,  political  as  well  as  moral, 
fhould  not  decide  their  refolution  to  embrace  the 
occafion  of  cementing  a  free  and  firm  coalition 
with  Great-Britain.  It  has  not  been,  nor  is  it, 
our  wifh,  to  feek  the  objeds,  which  we  are  com- 
miflioned  to  purfue,  by  fomenting  popular  divifi- 
ons  and  partial  cabals  ;  we  think  fuch  condu6l 
would  be  ill  fuited  to  the  generous  nature  of  the 
offers  made,  and  unbecoming  the  dignity  of  the 
King  and  the  ftate  which  makes  them.  But  it  is 
both  our  wifh  and  our  duty  to  encourage  and 
fupport  any  men  or  bodies  of  men  in  their  return 
of  loyalty  to  our  fovereign  and  of  affeSion  to 
our  fellow-fubjeds. 

-.  G  To 
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To  all  others,  free  inhabitants  of  this  once 
happy  empire,  we  alfo  addrefs  ourfelves.  Such 
of  them  as  are  a6liially  in  arms,  of  whatfoever 
rank  or  defcription,  will  do  well  to  recolledl,  that 
the  grievances,  whether  real  or  fuppofed,  which 
led  them  into  this  rebellion,  have  been  for-ever 
removed,  and  that  the  jult  occafion  is  arrived  for 
their  returning  to  the  clafs  of  peaceful  citizens. 
But  if  the  honours  of  a  military  life  are  become 
their  objeft,  let  them  feek  thofe  honours  under 
the  banners  of  their  rightful  fovereign,  and  in 
fighting  the  battles  of  the  united  Britifli  empire 
againfl:  our  late  mutual  and  natural  enemy. 

To  \hq|e  whofe  profeffion  it  is  to  exercife  the 
funftions.of  religion  on  this  continent,  it  cannot 
furely  be  unknown,  that  the  foreign  power  with 
which  the  Congrefs  is  endeavouring  to  connect 
them,  has  ever  been  averfe  to  toleration,  and 
inveterately  oppofed  to  the  interefts  and  freedom 
of  the  places  of  worfliip  which  they  ferve ;  and 
that  Great-Britain,  from  whom  they  are  for  the 
prefent  feparated,  muft,  both  from  the  principles 
of  her  conflitution  and  of  proteflantifm,  be  at 
all  times  the  bed  guardian  of  religious  hberty, 
and  mod  difpofed  to  promote  and  extend  it. 

To  all  thofe  who  can  eflimate  the  bleffings  of 
peace,  and  its  influence  over  agriculture,  arts  and 
commerce,  who  can  feel  a  due  anxiety  for  the 
education  and  eftablifhment  of  their  children,  or 
who  can  place  a  jud  value  on  domedick  fecurity, 

we 
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we  think  it  fufficient  to  obferve,  that  they  are 
made  by  their  leaders  to  continue  involved  in  all 
the  calamities  of  war,  without  having  either  a 
jufl  objeft  to  purfue,  or  a  fubfifting  grievance 
which  may  not  inftantly  bfc  redreCfed. 

But  if  there  be  any  perfons  who,  diverted  of 
miftaken  refentments,  and  uninfluenced  by  felfifli 
interefts,  really  think  that  it  is  for  the  benefij;  of 
the  colonies  to  feparate  themfelves  from  Great- 
Britain,  and  that  fo  feparated,  they  will  find  a 
conftitution  more  mild,  more  free,  and  better 
calculated  for  their  profperity  than  that  which 
they  heretofore  enjoyed,  and  which  we  are  em- 
powered and  difpofed  to  renew  and  improve,  with 
fuch  perfons  we  will  not  difpute  a  pofition  which 
feemsto  be  fufficiently  contradifted  by  the  expe- 
rience they  have  had.  But  we  think  it  right  to 
leave  them  fully  aware  of  the  change  which  the 
maintaining  fuch  a  pofition  mud  make  in  the 
whole  nature  and  future  conduct  of  this  war  j 
more  efpecially  when  to  this  pofition  is  added  the 
pretended  alliance  v/ith  the  court  of  France. — 
The  policy,  as  well  as  the  benevolence  of  Great- 
Britain,  have  thus  far  checked  the  extremes  of 
war,  when  they  tended  to  diftrefs  a  people  {lill 
confidered  as  our  fellow-fubjedls,  and  to  defolate 
a  country  fliortly  to  become  a  fource  of  mutual 
advantage  :  but  when  that  country  profeffes  the 
unnatural  defign  not  only  of  eftranging  herfeif 
from  us,  but  of  mortgaging  herfeif  and  her  re- 
fources    to    our    enemies,    the    whole    conteft    is 

changed  ; 
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changed;  and  the  queftion  is,  how  far  Great- 
Britain  may,  by  every  means  in  her  power,  de- 
flroy  or  render  ufelefs  a  connection  contrived  for 
her  ruin,  and  for  the  aggrandizement  of  France. 
Under  fuch  circumftances  the  laws  of  felf-pre- 
fcrvation  muft  direct  the  conduct  of  Great-Bri- 
tain ;  and  if  the  Britifh  colonies  are  to  become 
an  accefiion  to  France,  will  direct  her  to  render 
that  accefiion  of  as  little  avail  as  pofiible  to  her 
enemy. 

If,  however,  there  are  any  who  think,  that, 
notwithftanding  thefe  reafonings,  the  independ- 
ence of  the  colonies  will,  in  the  refult,  be  ac- 
knowledged by  Great-Britain  ;  to  them  we  an- 
fwer  without  refcrve,  that  we  neither  pofTefs  or 
expert  powers  for  that  purpofe ;  and  that,  if 
Great-Britain  could  ever  have  funk  fo  low  as  to 
adopt  fuch  a  meafure,  we  fiiould  not  have  thought 
ourfelves  compellable  to  be  the  inftruments  in 
making  a  concefllon,  which  would,  in  our  opi- 
nion, be  calamitous  to  the  colonies,  for  whom  it 
is  made,  and  cjifgraceful  as  well  as  calamitous, 
to  the  country  from  which  it  is  required.  And 
we  think  proper  to  declare,  that  in  this  fpirit  and 
fentiment  we  have  regularly  written  from  this 
continent  to  Great-Britain. 

It  will  now  become  the  colonies  in  general  to 
call  to  mind  their  own  folemn  appeals  to  Heaven 
in  the  beginning  of  this  conteil:  ;  that  they  took 
arms  only  for  the  redrefs  of  grievances ;  and  that 
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it  would  be  their  wifh,  as  well  as  their  intercft, 
to  remain  for-ever  conneded  with  Great-Britain. 
We  again  afk  them,  whether  all  their  grievances, 
real  or  fuppofed,  have  not  been  amply  and  fully 
redrefled  ?  and  we  infill,  that  the  offers  we  have 
made,  leave  nothing  to  be  wiftied,  in  point  either 
of  immediate  liberty  or  permanent  fecurity  :  if 
thofe  offers  are  now  rejefted,  we  withdraw  from 
the  exercife  of  a  commilTion  with  which  we  have 
in  vain  been  honoured  ;  the  fame  liberality  will 
no  longer  be  due  from  Great-Britain,  nor  can  it 
either  in  juflice  or  policy  be  expected  from  her. 

In  fine,  and  for  the  fuller  manifeflation  as  well 
of  the  difpofition  we  bear,  as  of  the  gracious 
and  generous  purpofes  of  the  commiiiion  under 
which  we  acl,  we  hereby  declare,  that  whereas 
his  majefly,  in  purfuance  of  an  a£i:,  made  and 
pafTed  in  the  eighteenth  felTion  of  parliament, 
entitled,  '  i\n  ad  to  enable  his  majefly  to  ap- 
*  point  commiffioners  with  fufficient  powers  to 
'  treat,  confult  and  agree  upon  the  means  of 
'  quieting  the  diforders  now  fubfifling  in  certain 
'  of  the  colonies,  plantations  and  provinces  of 
'  North-America,'  having  been  pleafed  to  autho- 
rize and  empower  us  to  grant  a  pardon  or  par- 
dons to  any  number  or  defcription  of  pcrfons 
within  the  colonies,  plantations  and  provinces 
of  New-Hampfliire,  Maffachufetts-Bay,  Jlhode- 
Ifland,  Connedicut,  New-York,  New-jerfey, 
Pennfylvania,  the  Three  Lower  Counties  on  De- 
laware,    Maryland,     Virginia,     North-Carolina, 

South.Carolina, 
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South-Carolina  and  Georgia :  and  whereas  the 
good  eifects  of  the  faid  authorities  and  powers 
towards  the  people  at  large,  would  have  long 
fince  taken  place,  if  a  due  ufe  had  been  made 
of  our  firft  communications  and  overtures,  and 
have  thus  far  been  fruftrated  only  by  the  precipi- 
tate refolution  of  the  members  of  the  Congrefs 
not  to  treat  with  us,  and  by  their  declining  to 
confult  with  their  conflituents :  we  now  in  mak- 
ing our  appeal  to  thofe  conftituents,  and  to  the 
free  inhabitants  of  this  continent  in  general,  have 
determined  to  give  to  them  what  in  our  opinion 
ihould  have  been  the  firft  objeft  of  thofe  who 
appeared  to  have  taken  the  management  of  their 
interefts,  and  adopt  this  mode  of  carrying  the 
faid  authorities  and  powers  into  execution.^  We 
accordingly  hereby  grant  and  proclaim  a  pardon 
or  pardons  of  all  and  all  manner  of  treafons  or 
mifprifions  of  treafons,  by  any  perfon  or  perfons, 
or  by  any  number  or  defcription  of  perfons  with- 
in the  faid  colonies,  plantations  or  provinces, 
counfelled,  commanded,  afted  or  done  on  or  be- 
fore the  date  of  this  nianifefto  and  proclamation. 

And  we  further  declare  and  proclaim,  that  if 
any  perfon  or  perfons,  or  any  number  or  defcrip- 
tion of  perfons  within  the  faid  colonies,  planta- 
tions and  provinces,  now  actually  ferving  either 
in  a  civil  or  military  capacity  in  this  rebellion, 
iliall,  at  any  time  during  the  continuance  of  this 
manifefto  and  proclamation,  withdraw  himfelf  or 
themfelves  from  fuch  civil  or  militarv  fervice,  and 

fhall 


(     431     ) 

fhall  continue  thenceforth  peaceably  as  a  good 
and  faithful  fubje6l  or  fubjeds  to  his  majefty,  to 
demean  himfelf  or  themfelves,  fuch  perfon  or 
perfonsj  or  fuch  number  and  defcription  of  per- 
fons,  fhall  become  and  be  fully  entitled  to,  and 
hereby  obtain  all  the  benefits  of,  the  pardon  or 
pardons  hereby  granted ;  excepting  only  from 
the  faid  pardon  or  pardons  every  perfon,  and  every 
number  or  defcription  of  perfons,  who,  after  the 
date  of  this  manifefto  and  proclamation,  fhall, 
under  the  pretext  of  authority,  as  judges,  jury- 
men, minifters,  or  officers  of  civil  juflice,  be  in^ 
flrumental  in  executing  and  putting  to  death  any 
of  his  majefty's  fubjedts  within  the  faid  colonies, 
plantations  and  provinces. 

And  we  think  proper  further  to  declare,  that 
nothing  herein  contained  is  meant,  or  fliall  be 
conftrued,  to  fet  at  liberty  any  perfon  or  perfons 
now  being  a  prifoner  or  prifoners,  or  v/ho,  dur-^ 
ing  the  continuance  of  this  rebellion,  fhall  become 
a  prifoner  or  prifoners. 

And  we  offer  to  the  colonies  at  large,  or  fe- 
parately,  a  general  or  feparate  peace,  vv^ith  the 
revival  of  their  ancient  governments  fecured 
againfl:  any  future  infringements,  and  prote£ted 
for-ever  from  taxation  by  Great-Britain.  And, 
with  refpe6:  to  fuch  further  regulations,  whether 
civil,  military  or  commercial,  as  they  may  wifh 
to  be  framed  and  eflabliflied,  we  promife   all  the 
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concurrence  and  affiftance  that  his  majefly's  com. 
milTion  authorizes  and  enables  us  to  give. 

And  we  declare,  that  this  manifefto  and  pro- 
clamation fhall  continue  and  be  in  force  forty 
days  from  the  date  thereof,  that  is  to  fay,  from 
the  third  day  of  O<5tober  to  the  eleventh  day  of 
November,  both  inclufive. 

And,  in  order  that  the  whole  contents  of  this 
manifefto  and  proclamation  may  be  more  fully 
known,  we  fhall  direct  copies  thereof,  both  in 
the  Enghfh  and  German  language,  to  be  tranf- 
mitted  by  flags  of  truce  to  the  Congrefs,  the 
general  alfemblies  or  conventions  of  the  colonies, 
plantations  and  provinces,  and  to  feveral  perfons 
both  in  civil  and  military  capacities  within  the 
faid  colonies,  plantations  and  provinces.  And, 
for  the  further  fecurity  in  times  to  come  of  the 
feveral  perfons  or  numbers  or  defcriptions  of  per- 
fons who  are  or  may  be  the  objedls  of  this  mani- 
feflio  and  proclamation,  we  have  fet  our  hands 
and  feals  to  thirteen  copies  thereof,  and  have 
tranfmitted  the  fame  to  the  thirteen  colonies, 
plantations  and  provinces  above-mentioned  ;  and 
we  are  willing  to  hope  that  the  whole  of  this  ma- 
nifefto and  proclamation  will  be  fairly  and  freely 
publifhed  and  circulated  for  the  immediate,  ge- 
neral and  moft  ferious  confideration  and  benefit 
of  all  his  majefty's  fubjecls  on  this  continent. 
And  we  earneftly  exhort  all  perfons  who  by  this 
inftrument  forthwith  receive  the  benefit  of  the 
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King's  pardon,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  enter- 
tain a  becoming  fenfe  of  thofe  lenient  and  af- 
fedionate  meafures  whereby  they  are  now  freed 
from  many  grievous  charges  which  might  have 
rifen  in  judgment,  or  have  been  broiight  in  quef- 
tion  againft  them,  to  make  a  wife  improvement 
of  the  fituation  in  which  this  manifefto  and  pro- 
clamation places  them,  and  not  only  to  recollect, 
that  a  perfeveranee  in  the  prefent  rebellion,  or  any 
adherence  to  the  treafonable  connexion  attempted 
to  be  framed  with  a  foreign  power,  will,  after 
the  prefent  grace  extended,  be  confidered  as 
crimes  of  the  mod  aggravated  kind,  but  to  vie 
with  each  other  in  eager  and  cordial  endeavours 
to  fecure  their  own  peace,  and  promote  and 
eftablifh  the  profperity  of  their  countrymen  and 
the  general  weal  of  the  empire. 

And,  purfuant  to  his  majefty's  commiffion, 
we  hereby  require  ail  officers,  civil  and  military, 
and  all  others  his  majefly's  loving  fubjeds  what- 
foever,  to  be  aiding  and  affifting  unto  us  in  the 
execution  of  this  our  manifefto  and  proclamation, 
and  of  all  the  matters  herein  contained. 

Given  at  New- York,  this  third  day  of 
Oftober,  1778. 

Carlisle,  (L.  S.) 

H.  Clinton,        (L.  S.) 
Wm.  Eden,  (L.  S.) 

By  their  excellencies  command, 

Adam  Ferguson,  fecretary, 

3  H  NOTE 
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By  the  CONGRESS  of  the  United  States  of 
America, 

MANIFESTO. 

THESE  United  States  having  been  driven  to 
hoftilities  by  the  oppreffive  and  tyrannous 
meafures  of  Great-Britain  ;  having  been  compel- 
Jed  to  commit  the  eflential  rights  of  man  to  the 
decifion  of  arms ;  and  having  been  at  length 
forced  to  fhake  off  a  yoke  which  had  grown  too 
burdenfome  to  bear,  they  declared  themfelves 
free  and  independent. 

Confiding  in  the  juftice  of  their  caufe;  con- 
fiding in  Him  who  difpofes  of  human  events, 
although  weak  and  unprovided,  they  fet  the  power 
of  their  enemies  at  defiance. 

In  this  confidence  they  have  continued  through 
the  various  fortune  of  three  bloody  campaigns, 
unawed  by  the  power,  unfubdued  by  the  barba- 
rity of  their  foes.  Their  virtuous  citizens  have 
borne,  without  repining,  the  lofs  of  many  things 
which  make  life  defirable.  Their  brave  troops 
have  patiently  endured  the  hardfhips  and  dangers 
of  a  fituation,  fruitful  in  both  beyond  former 
example. 

The  Congrefs,  confidering  themfelves  bound 

ta 
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to  love  their  enemies,  as  children  of  that  Being 
who  is  equally  the  Father  of  all ;  and  defirous, 
fince  they  could  not  prevent,  at  leaft  to  alleviate, 
the  calamities  of  war,  have  ftudied  to  fpare  thofe 
who  were  in  arms  againft  them,  and  to  lighten 
the  chains  of  captivity. 

The  conduct  of  thofe  ferving  under  the  King 
of  Great-Britain  hath,  with  fome  few  exceptions, 
been  diametrically  oppofite.  They  have  laid 
wafte  the  open  country,  burned  the  defencelefs 
villages,  and  butchered  the  citizens  of  America. 
Their  prifons  have  been  the  flaughterhoufes  of- 
her  foldiers,  their  fhips  of  her  feamen,  and  the 
feverefl  injuries  have  been  aggravated  by  the 
grofleft  infult. 

Foiled  in  their  vain  attempt  to  fubjugate  the 
unconquerable  fpirit  of  freedom,  they  have  meanly 
affailed  the  reprefentatives  of  America  with  bribes, 
with  deceit,  and  the  fervility  of  adulation.  They 
have  made  a  mock  of  humanity,  by  the  wanton 
deftr.udlion  of  men  :  they  have  made  a  mock  of 
religion,  by  impious  appeals  to  God  whilft  in  the 
violation  of  his  facred  commands :  they  have 
made  a  mock  even  of  reafon  itfelf,  by  endeavour- 
ing to  prove,  that  the  liberty  and  happinefs  of 
America  could  fafely  be  entrufted  to  thofe  who 
have  fold  their  own,  unawed  by  the  fenfe  of  vir- 
tue or  of  ihame. 

Treated  with  the  contempt  which  fuch  con- 
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du£t:  deferved,  they  have  applied  to  individuals  ; 
they  have  folicited  them  to  break  the  bonds  of 
allegiance,  and  imbrue  their  fouls  with  the  blacked 
of  crimes  ;  but,  fearing;  that  none  could  be  found 
through  thefe  United  States  equal  to  the  wicked- 
nefs  of  their  purpofe,  to  influence  weak  minds, 
they  have  threatened  more  wide  devaflation. 

While  the  fhadow  of  hope  remained,  that 
our  enemies  could  be  taught  by  our  example  to 
refpeft  thofe  laws  which  are  held  facred  among 
civilized  nations,  and  to  comply  with  the  didates 
of  a  religion  which  they  pretend  in  common  with 
us  to  believe  and  to  revere,  they  have  been  left 
to  the  influence  of  that  religion  and  that  exam- 
ple. But  fmce  their  incorrigible  difpofitions  can- 
not be  touched  by  kindnefs  and  compafllon,  it 
becomes  our  duty  by  other  means  to  vindicate 
the  rights  of  humanity. 

We,  therefore,  the  Congrefs  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  do  folemnly  declare  and  pro- 
claim, that  if  our  enemies  prefume  to  execute 
their  threats,  or  perfift:  in  their  prefent  career  of 
barbarity,  we  will  take  fuch  exemplary  vengeance 
as  fliall  deter  ethers  from  a  like  condu6t.  We 
appeal  to  that  God  who  fearcheth  the  hearts  of 
men,  for  .the  reftitude  of  our  intentions  j  and  in 
His  holy  prefence  we  declare,  that  as  we  are  not 
moved  by  any  light  and  hafly  fuggeftions  of  an-^ 
ger  and  revenge,  fo  through  every  poflible  change 
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of  fortune  we  will  adhere  to  this  our  determi- 
nation. 

•  Done  in  Congrefs,  by  unanimous  con- 
fent,  the  thirtieth  day  of  October, 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
feventy-eight. 

Henry  Laurens,  prefident, 

Atteft,     Charles  Thomson,  fecretary. 


NOTE       XXIX.       Page     i88. 

Articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  b^<- 
tween   the  ft  ate  s  of  New-Hatnpjhire,  Maffachu- 

fettS'Bay,  Khode-lfland  and  Providence  Planta- 
tions^ Connecticut ^  New-Tork,  New-Jerfey,  Fenn- 

fylvania^  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Norths 
Carolina,  South -Carolina,  and  Georgia. 

Article  I.  ^  |  ^HE  ftyle    of  this    confederacy 

JL     fhall  be  '  The  United  States  of 

AtnVrlca. 

Article  II.  Each  ftate  retains  its  fovereignty, 
freedom  and  independence,  and  every  power, 
jurifdidion  and  right  which  is  not  by  this  confe- 
deration exprefsly  delegated  to  the  United  States 
in  Congrefs  alTembled. 

Article  III.  The  faid  ftates  hereby  feverally  en- 
ter into  a  firm  league  of  friendfhip  with  each  other, 

for 
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for  their  common  defence,  the  fecurlty  of  their 
liberties,  and  their  mutual  and  general  welfare, 
binding  themfclves  to  affift  each  other,  againft  all 
force  Oifered  to,  or  attacks  made  upon  them,  or 
any  of  them,  on  account  of  religion,  fovereignty, 
trade,  or  any  other  pretence  whatever. 

Article  IV.  The  better  to  fecure  and  perpe- 
tuate mutual  friendfhip  and  intercourfe  among 
the  people  of  the  different  ftates  in  this  union, 
the  free  inhabitants  of  each  of  thefe  ftates,  pau- 
pers, vagabonds,  and  fugitives  from  juftice  ex- 
cepted, fhall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  im- 
munities of  free  citizens  in  the  feveral  ftates  ;  and 
the  people  of  each  ftate  ftiall  have  free  ingrefs 
and  regrefs  to  and  from  any  other  ftate,  and  fliall 
enjoy  therein  all  the  privileges  of  trade  and  com- 
merce, fubject  to  the  fame  duties,  impofitions 
and  reftridions  as  the  inhabitants  thereof  refpec- 
tively,  provided  that  fuch  reftriftions  fliall  not 
extend  fo  far  as  to  prevent  the  removal  of  pro- 
perty imported  into  any  ftate,  to  any  other  ftate 
of  which  the  owner  is  an  inhabitant  j  provided 
alfo,  that  no  impofition,  duties  or  reftriclion, 
fhall  be  laid  by  any  ftate  on  the  property  of  the 
United  States,  or  either  of  them. 

If  any  perfon  guilty  of,  or  charged  with,  trea- 
fon,  felony,  or  other  high  mifdemeanor  in  any 
ftate,  fliali  flee  from  juftice,  and  be  found  in  any 
of  the  United  States,  he  fhall,  upon  demand  of 
the  governor,  or   executive   power  of  the   ftate 
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from  which  he  fled,  be  deUvered  up  and  removed 
to  the  flate  having  jurifdidion  of  his  offence. 

Full  faith  and  credit  fhall  be  given  in  each  of 
thefe  ftates  to  the  records,  a6ts,  and  judicial  pro- 
ceedings of  the  courts  and  magiftrates  of  every 
other  flate. 

Article  V.  For  the  more  convenient  ma- 
nagement of  the  general  interefts  of  the  United 
States,  delegates  ihall  be  annually  appointed  in 
fuch  manner  as  the  legiflature  of  each  flate  fhall 
direct,  to  meet  in  Congrefs  gn  the  firfl  Monday 
in  November,  in  every  year,  with  a  power  re- 
ferved  to  each  flate,  to  recall  its  delegates,  or 
any  of  them,  at  any  time  within  the  year,  and 
to  fend  others  in  their  ftead,  for  the  remainder 
of  the  year. 

No  flate  fhall  be  reprefented  in  Congrefs  by 
lefs  than  two,  nor  more  than  feven  members ; 
and  no  perfon  fiiall  be  capable  of  being  a  dele- 
gate for  more  than  three  years,  in  any  term  of 
fix  years  ;  nor  fhall  any  perfon,  being  a  delegate, 
be  capable  of  holding  any  office  under  the  United 
States,  for  which  he,  or  any  other  for  his  bene- 
fit, receives  any  falary,  fees,  or  emolument  of 
any  kind. 

Each  flate  fhall  maintain  its  own  delegates  in 
a  meeting  of  the  flates,  and  while  they  ad  as 
members  of  the  committee  of  the  flates. 

Ik 
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In  determining  queftions  in  the  United  States 
in  Congrefs  aflembled,  each  flate  fhall  have  one 
vote. 

Freedom  of  fpeech  and  debate  in  Congrefs 
fliall  not  be  impeached  or  queftioned  in  any  court, 
or  place  out  of  Congrefs,  and  the  members  of 
Congrefs  fhall  be  proteded  in  their  perfons  from 
arrefls  and  imprifonments,  during  the  time  of 
their  going  to  and  from,  and  attendance  on  Con- 
grefs, except  for  treafon,  felony,  or  breach  of 
the  peace. 

Article  VI.  No  ftate,  without  the  confent 
of  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  fliall 
fend  any  embaify  to,  or  receive  any  embaify  from, 
or  enter  into  any  conference,  agreement,  alli- 
ance, or  treaty  with  any  king,  prince  or  ftate ; 
nor  fliall  any  perfon,  holding  any  oflice  of  profit 
or  truft  under  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them, 
accept  of  any  prefent,  emolument,  office,  or  title 
of  any  kind  v/hatever  from  any  king,  prince  or 
foreign  ftate ;  nor  fhall  the  United  States  in  Con- 
grefs affembled,  or  any  of  them,  grant  any  title 
of  nobility. 

No  two  or  more  ftates  fhall  enter  into  any 
treaty,  confederation,  or  alliance  whatever  be- 
tween them,  without  the  confent  of  the  United 
States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  fpecifying  accu- 
rately the  purpofes  for  which  the  fame  is  to  be 
entered  into,  and  how  long  it  fliall  continue. 

No 
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No  ftate  {hall  lay  any  iinpods  or  duties,  which 
may  interfere  with  any  flipulations  in  treaties, 
entered  into  by  the  United  States  in  Congrefs 
affembled,  with  any  king,  prince  or  ftate,  in 
purfuance  of  any  treaties  already  propofed  by 
Congrefs,  to  the  courts  of  France  and  Spain. 

No  veflels  of  war  fhall  be  kept  up  in  time  of 
peace  by  any  ftate,  except  fuch  number  only  as 
fhall  be  deemed  neceflary  by  the  United  States 
in  Congrefs  aifembled,  for  the  defence  of  fuch 
ftate,  or  its  trade  j  nor  fliall  any  body  of  forces 
be  kept  up  by  any  ftate  in  time  of  peace,  except 
fuch  number  only,  as  in  the  judgment  of  the 
United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  ftiall  be 
deemed  requifite  to  garrifon  the  forts  neceffary 
for  the  defence  of  fuch  ftate ;  but  every  ftate 
ftiall  always  keep  up  a  well-regulated  and  difci- 
plined  militia,  fufficiently  armed  and  accoutred, 
and  ihall  provide  and  conftantly  have  ready  for 
ufe,  in  publick  ftores,  a  due  number  of  field- 
pieces  and  tents,  and  a  proper  quantity  of  arms, 
ammunition,  and  camp  equipage. 

No  ftate  ftiall  engage  in  any  war  without  the 
confent  of  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affem- 
bled, unlefs  fuch  ftate  be  actually  invaded  by 
enemies,  or  fhall  have  received  certain  advice  of 
a  refolution  being  formed  by  fomc  nation  of  In- 
dians to  invade  fuch  ftate,  and  the  danger  is  fo 
imminent  as  not  to  admit  of  a  delay,  till  the 
United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled  can  be  con- 
-  I  fulted  : 
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fultcd :  nor  fhall  any  (late  grant  commilTions  ta 
any  Ihips  or  vefTels  of  war,  nor  letters  of  marque 
or  reprifajj  except  it  be  after  a  declaration  of  war 
by  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  aflembled,  and 
then  only  againft  the  kingdom  or  ftate  and  the 
fubjects  thereof,  againft  which  war  has  been  fa 
declared,  and  under  fuch  regulations  as  fhall  be 
cftabliihed  by  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  af- 
fembled,  unlefs  fuch  ftate  be  infcfted  by  pirates, 
in  which  cafe  veffcls  of  war  may  be  fitted  out  for 
that  occafion,  and  kept  fo  long  as  the  danger 
fhall  continue,  or  until  the  United  States  in  Con- 
grefs affembled  fhall  determine  otherwife. 

Article  VII.  When  land-forces  are  raifcd  by 
any  ftate  for  the  common  defence,  all  officers  of, 
or  under  the  rank  of  colonel,  {hall  be  appointed 
by  the  legiflature  of  each  ftate  refpectively,  by 
whom  fuch  forces  fhall  be  raifed,  or  in  fuch 
manner  as  fuch  ftate  fhall  direct,  and  all  vacan- 
cies fhall  be  filled  up  by  the  flate  which  firft  made 
the  appointment. 

Article  VIII.  All  charges  of  war,  and  all 
other  expences  that  fhall  be  incurred  for  the 
common  defence  or  general  welfare,  and  allowed 
by  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  fhall 
be  defrayed  out  of  a  common  treafury,  which 
fhall  be  fupplied  by  the  feveral  ftates,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  value  of  all  land  within  each  ftate, 
granted  to  or  furveyed  for  any  perfon,  as  fuch 
land  and  the  buildings  and  improvements  thereon 

fhall 
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tjiall  be  efllmated,  according  to  fucli  mode  as 
the  United  States  in  Congrefs  aflembled  fhall 
from  time  to  time  dired  and  appoint.  The  taxes 
for  paying  that  proportion  fliall  be  laid  and  levied 
by  the  authority  and  direction  of  the  legiilatures 
of  the  feveral  ftates  within  the  time  agreed  upon 
by  the  Unitbd  States  in  Congrefs  aifembled. 

Article  IX.  The  United  States  in  Congrefs 
affembled  fhall  have  the  fole  and  exclufive  right 
and  power  of  determining  on  peace  and  war,  ex- 
cept in  the  cafes  mentioned  in  the  fixth  Article  | 
of  fending  and  receiving  ambaifadors  ;  entering 
into  treaties  and  alliances,  provided  that  no  treaty 
of  commerce  {hall  be  made,  whereby  the  legiila- 
tive  power  of  thre  refpedive  dates  iiiall  be  re- 
trained from  impofing  fuch  imports  and  diities 
on  foreigners,  as  their  own  people  are  fubjefted 
to,  or  from  prohibiting  the  exportation  or  im- 
portation of  any  fpecies  of  goods  or  commodities 
whatfoever ;  of  eflabliihing  rules  for  deciding  in 
all  cafes,  what  captures  on  land  or  water  fhall  be 
legal,  and  in  what  manner  prizes  taken  by  land 
t)r  naval  forces  in  the  feVvice  of  the  United  States 
Ihall  be  divided  Or  appropriated ;  of  granting 
letters  of  marque  and  reprifal  in  times  of  peace ^; 
appointing  courts  for  the  trial  of  piracies  and  fe- 
lonies committed  on  the  high  feas,  and  eflabli/li- 
ing  courts  for  receiving  and  determining  finally 
appeals  in  all  cafes  of  captures,  provided  that  no 
member  of  Congrefs  fliall  be  appointed  a  judge 
of  any  of  the  faid  courtSb 

Tks 
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The  United  States  in  Congrcfs  afTembled  {liall 
aifo  be  the  laft  refort  on  appeal  in  all  difputes  and 
differences  now  fubfifting,  or  that  hereafter  may 
arife    between    two    or    more    flates    concerning 
boundary,  jurifdiction,  or  any  other  caufe  what- 
ever ;  which  authority  (hall  always  be   exercifed 
in  the  manner  following  :  whenever  the  legiilative 
or   executive   authority  or  lawful   agent    of  any 
Irate  in  controverfy  with  another,  ihall  prefent  a 
petition  to  Congrefs,  ftating  the  matter  in   quef- 
tion,  and  praying  for   a  hearing,  notice  thereof 
ihall  be  given  by  order  of  Congrefs  to  the  legifla- 
tive  or  executive  authority  of  the  other  ilate  in 
controverfy,  and  a  day  affigned  for  the  appearance 
of  the  parties  by  their  lawful   agents,  who   fhall 
then  be  directed  to  appoint  by  joint  confent,  com- 
mifiioners  or  judges  to  conftitute  a  court  for  hear- 
ing and  determining  the  matter  in  queflion  ;   but 
If  they  cannot  agree,  Congrefs  fnall  name  three 
perfons  out  of  each  of  the   United    States,  and 
from  the  lift  of  fuch  perfons  each  party  fliall  al- 
ternately (trike   out   one,  the   petitioners   begin- 
nin^r,  until  the  number  Ihall  be  reduced  to   thir- 
teen ;  and  from  that  number  not  lefs  than  feven, 
nor  more  than  nine  names,  as   Congrefs  fhall  di- 
re6t,  fliall,  in  the  prefence  of  Congrefs,  be  drawn 
out  by   lot ;  and  the  perfons  whofe  names   fhall 
be  fo  drawn,  or  any  five  of  them,  fhall  be  com- 
miflioners  or  judges,  to   hear  and  finally  deter- 
mine the  controverfy,  fo  always  as  a  major  part 
of  tlie  judges,  who    fhall    hear  the    caufe,  fhall 
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agree  In  the  determination  :  and  if  either  party 
Ihall  negleft  to  attend  at  the  day  appointed,  with- 
out fliewing  reafons  which  Congrefs  fhall  judge 
fufficient,  or  being  prefent  floall  refufe  to  Itrike, 
the  Congrefs  fhall  proceed  to  nominate  three  per- 
fons  out  of  each  flate,  and  the  fecretary  of  Con- 
grefs fhall  flrike  in  behalf  of  fuch  party  abfent 
or  refufmg  ;  and  the  judgment  and  fentence  of 
the  court  to  be  appointed,  in  the  manner  before 
prefcribed,  fhall  be  final  and  conclufive  ;  and  if 
any  of  the  parties  fhall  refufe  to  fubmit  to  the 
authority  of  fuch  court,  or  to  appear  or  defend 
their  claim  or  caufe,  the  court  fhall,  neverthelefs, 
proceed  to  pronounce  fentence,  or  judgment, 
which  fhall,  in  like  manner,  be  final  and  deci- 
five  ;  the  judgment  or  fentence,  and  other  pro- 
ceedings, being  in  either  cafe  tranfmitted  to  Con- 
grefs, and  lodged  among  the  a£ls  of  Congrefs, 
for  the  fecurity  of  the  parties  concerned  :  pro-^. 
vided,  that  every  commiflioner,  before  he  fits  in 
judgment,  fliall  take  an  oath,  to  be  adminiflered 
by  one  of  the  judges  of  the  fupreme  or  fuperior 
court  of  the  flate,  where  the  caufe  fhall  be  tried, 
'  well  and  truly  to  hear  and  determine  the  mat- 
'  ter   in   queflion,    according  to   the   bed  of  his 

*  judgment,  without    favour,  afFeclion,    or    hope 

*  of  reward  :'  provided  alio,  that  no  flate  fliall 
be  deprived  of  territory,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
United  States. 


All  controverfies  concerning  the  private  right 
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mere  ftates,  whofe  jurifdi<flions  as  they  may  re* 
fpcd  fuch  lands,  and  the  ftates  which  paffed  fuch 
grants  are  adjufted,  the  faid  grants  or  either  of 
them  beine  at  the  fame  time  claimed  to  have 
originated  antecedent  to  fuch  fettlement  of  jurif* 
diction,  fnall,  on  the  petition  of  either  party  to 
the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States,  be  finally- 
determined,  as  near  as  may  be,  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  is  before  prefcribed  for  deciding  difputes 
refpeding  territorial  jurifdiction  between  different 
ilates. 

The  United  States  in  Congrefs  aifembled  fliall 
alfo  have  the  fole  and  exclufive  right  and  power 
of  regulating  the  alloy  and  value  of  coin  llruck 
by  their  own  authority,  or  by  that  of  the  refpec- 
tive  ftates  ;  fixing  the  ftandard  of  weights  and 
meafures  thfoughout  the  United  States ;  regu- 
lating the  trade,  and  managing  all  affairs  with 
the  Indians,  not  members  of  any  of  the  ftates, 
provided  that  the  legiilative  right  of  any  ftate 
within  its  own  limits  be  not  infringed  or  violated  \ 
eftablift)ing  and  regulating  poft-offices  from  one 
ftate  to  another,  throughout  all  the  United  States^ 
and  exafting  fuch  poftage  on  the  papers  pafiing 
through  the  fame,  as  may  be  requifite  to  defray 
the  expences  of  the  faid  ofHce  ;  appointing  all 
officers  of  the  land-forces,  in  the  fervice  of  the 
United  States,  excepting  regim.ental  officers  ;  ap^ 
pointinf^  all  the  officers  of  the  naval-forces,  and 
commiffioning  al>  officers  whatever  in  the  fervice 
of  the  United  States ;  making  rules  for  the  go- 
vernment 
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vcrnmcnt   and   regulation  of  the  faid  land  and 
naval-forces,  and  directing  their  operations. 

The  United  States  in  Congrefs  aflembled  (hall 
have  authority  to  appoint  a  Gommittee,  to  fit  in 
the  recefs  of  Congrefs,  to  be  denominated  '  A 
'  Committee  of  the  States,*  and  to  confift  of  one 
delegate  from  each  ftate  ;  and  to  appoint  fuch 
other  committees  and  civil  officers  as  may  be  ne- 
ceiTary  for  managing  the  general  affairs  of  the 
United  States  under  their  diredlion ;  to  appoint 
pne  of  their  number  to  prelide,  provided  that  no 
perfon  be  allowed  tq  ferve  in  the  office  of  prefi- 
dent  more  than  orje  year  in  any  term  of  three 
years ;  to  afcertain  the  necelTary  fums  of  money 
to  be  raifed  for  the  fervice  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  appropriate  and  apply  the  fame  for  defray- 
ing the  publick  expences  j  to  borrow  money  or 
emit  bills  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States^ 
tranfmitting  every  half  year  to  the  refpective 
ftates,  an  account  of  the  fums  of  money  fo  bor^ 
rowed  or  emitted  ;  to  build  and  equip  a  navy  ; 
to  agree  upon  the  number  of  land-forces,  and 
to  make  requifitions  from  each  (late  fpr  its  quota, 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of  white  inhabitants 
in  fuch  ftate,  which  requifition  fhail  be  binding, 
and  thereupon  the  kgillature  of  each  ftate  fhall 
appoint  the  regimental  officers,  raife  the  men,  and 
clothe,  arm,  and  equip  them  in  a  foldier-like  man- 
ner, at  the  cxpence  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
officers  and  men  fo  clothed,  armed  and  equipped, 
fliall  march  to  the  place  appointed;  and  within  the 

time 
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time  agreed  on  by  the  United  States  in  Congrcfe 
aflembled  ;  but  if  the  United  States  in  Congrefs 
affeinbled  fhall,  on  confideration  of  circumftances, 
judge  proper  that  any  flate  fhould  not  raife  men, 
or  fhould  raife  a  fmaller  number  than  its  quota, 
and  that  any  other  flate  fhould  raife  a  greater 
number  of  men  than  the  quota  thereof,  fuch 
extra  number  fhall  be  raifed,  officered,  clothed, 
armed,  and  equipped  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
quota  of  fuch  ftate,  unlefs  the  legiflature  of  fuch 
flate  fhall  judge  that  fuch  extra  number  cannot 
be  fafely  fpared  out  of  the  fame,  in  which  cafe 
they  fliall  raife,  officer,  clothe,  arm  and  equip, 
as  many  of  fuch  extra  number  as  they  judge  can 
be  fafely  fpared.  And  the  officers  and  men  lb 
clothed,  armed  and  equipped,  fhall  march  to  the 
place  appointed,  and  within  the  time  agreed  on 
by  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled. 

The  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled  fhall 
never  engage  in  a  war,  nor  grant  letters  of 
marque  and  reprifal,  in  time  of  peace,  nor  enter 
into  any  treaties  or  alliances,  nor  coin  money,  nor 
regulate  the  value  thereof,  nor  afcertain  the  fums 
and  expences  neceffary  for  the  defence  and  wel- 
fare of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  nor 
emit  bills,  nor  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of 
the  United  States,  nor  appropriate  money,  nor 
agree  upon  the  number  of  vefTels  of  war,  to  be 
built  or  purchsfed,  or  the  number  of  land  or 
fea-forces  to  be  raifed,  nor  appoint  a  commander 
in  chief  of  the  army  or  navy,  unlefs  nine  flatcs 
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affent  to  the  fame  :  nor  fhall  a  queftlon  on  any 
other  point,  except  for  adjourning  from  day  to 
day,  be  determined,  unlefs  by  the  votes  of  a 
majority  of  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  aflfem- 
bled. 

The  Congrefs  of  the  United  States  fiiall  have 
power  to  adjourn  to  any  time  within  the  year, 
and  to  any  place  within  the  United  States,  fo 
that  no  period  of  adjournment  be  for  a  longer 
duration  than  the  fpace  of  fix  months,  and  ihall 
publiih  the  journal  of  their  proceedings  monthly, 
except  fuch  parts  thereof  relating  to  treaties,  al- 
liances or  military  operations,  as  in  their  judg- 
ment require  fecrccy  ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  of 
the  delegates  of  each  (late  on  any  queftion  (hall 
be  entered  on  the  journal,  when  it  is  defired  by 
any  delegate ;  and  the  delegates  of  a  (late,  or 
any  of  them,  at  his  or  their  requeft,  flj^U  be  fur- 
niflied  with  a  tranfcript  of  the  faid  journal,  except 
fuch  parts  as  are  above  excepted,  to  lay  before 
the  legillatures  of  the  feveral  ftates. 

Article  X.  The  committee  of  the  ftates,  or 
any  nine  of  them,  fhall  be  authorized  to  exe- 
cute, in  the  recefs  of  Congrefs,  fuch  of  the  pow- 
ers of  Congrefs  as  the  United  States  in  Congrefs 
aflembled,  by  the  confent  of  nine  ftates,  fliall 
from  time  to  time  think  expedient  to  veft  them 
with  ;  provided  that  no  power  be  delegated  to 
the  faid  committee,  for  the  exercife  of  which, 
by   the   articles   of  confederation,  the   voice   of 
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nine  flates,  in  the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States 
afiembled,  is  requifite. 

Article  XL  Canada  acceding  to  this  confc* 
deration,  and  joining  in  the  meafures  of  the 
United  States,  fhall  be  admitted  into,  and  en- 
titled to  all  the  advantages  of  this  union;  but  no 
other  colony  fhall  be  admitted  into  the  fame, 
unlefs  fuch  admiflion  be  agreed  to  by  nine  ftates. 

Article  XII.  All  bills  of  credit  emitted,  mo- 
nies borrowed,  and  debts  contracted  by  or  under 
the  authority  of  Congrefs,  before  the  affembling 
of  the  United  States,  in  purfuance  of  the  prefent 
confederation,  lliall  be  deemed  and  confidered 
as  a  charge  againfl  the  United  States,  for  pay- 
ment and  fatisfaftion  whereof  the  faid  United 
States,  and  the  pubhck  faith,  are  hereby  folemnly 
pledged. 

Article  XIII.  Every  ftate  fhall  abide  by  the 
determinations  of  the  United  States  in  Congrefs 
affembled,  on  all  queflions  which  by  this  confe- 
deration are  fubmitted  to  them.  And  the  arti- 
cles of  this  confederation  fhall  be  inviolably  ob- 
fcrved  by  every  Rate,  and  the  union  fhall  be 
perpetual  ;  nor  fhall  any  alteration  at  any  time 
hereafter  be  made  in  any  of  them  ;  unlefs  fuch 
alteration  be  agreed  to  in  a  congrefs  of  the 
United  States,  and  be  afterwards  confirmed  by 
the  legiflatures  of  every  flate. 

And 
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And  whereas  it  hath  pleafed  the  Great  Govern- 
or of  the  world  to  incline  the  hearts  of  the 
legiflatures  we  refpedively  reprefent  in  Con- 
grefs,  to  approve  of,  and  to  authorize  us  to 
ratify  the  faid  articles  of  confederation  and 
perpetual  union:  Know  ye,  that  we,  the 
underfigned  delegates,  by  virtue  of  the  power 
and  authority  to  us  given  for  that  purpofe,  do, 
by  thefe  prefents,  in  the  name  and  in  behalf 
of  our  refpective  conftituents,  fully  and  en^ 
tirely  ratify  and  confirm  each  and  every  of  the 
faid  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual 
union,  and  all  and  fingular  the  matters  and 
things  therein  contained.  And  we  do  furtlfer 
folemnly  plight  and  engiige  the  faith  of  our 
refpeftive  conftituents,  that  they  fliall  abide  by 
the  determinations  of  the  United  States  in 
Congrefs  aflembled,  on  all  queftions  which  by 
the  faid  confederation  are  fubmitted  to  them ; 
and  that  the  articles  thereof  fliall  be  inviolably 
obferved  by  the  flates  we  refpeclively  repre- 
fent ;  and  that  the  union  fhall  be  perpetual. 
In  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  fct 
our  hands  in  Congrefs. 

Done  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  ftatc  of 
Pennfylvania,  the  ninth  day  of  Ju- 
ly, in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1778, 
and  in  the  third  year  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  America. 

The  aforefaid  artrcles  of  confederation  were  fi^ 
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nally  ratified  on  the  firft  day  of  March  1781  ; 
the  (late  of  Maryland  having,  by  their  mem- 
bers in  Congrefs,  on  that  day,  acceded  thereto, 
and  completed  the  fame. 

,T        TT   .  ^  Tofiah  Bartlett, 

New-Hampshire,  Vt  u    ^tt  i.    • 

C  John  W entworth,  jun. 

r  John  Hancock, 
I  Samuel  Adams, 

Massachusetts-Bay,  <{  „        °  ^         ^' 

trancis  Dana, 

James  Lovell, 
"^Samuel  Holten. 
("William  Ellery, 
PvHODE-IsLAND,  &c.        ^  Henry  Merchant, 

(^John  Collins. 

r  Roger  Sherman, 
Samuel  Huntington, 
Connecticut,  <{  Oliver  Wolcott, 

I  Titus  Hofmer, 
L  Andrew  Adams. 

1^  James  Duane, 

-,        ^-r  •  Francis  Lewis, 

New-iork,  "^  TTrir        Tk 

1.  William  Duer, 

LCoverneur  Morris, 

.  ^        ^  C  John  Witherfpoon, 

New-Jersey,  ^  Nathaniel  Scudder. 

r  Robert  Morris, 
j  Daniel  Roberdeau, 
Pennsylvania,  ^  Jonathan-B.  Smith, 

I  WiUiam  Clingan, 
Ljofeph  Reed. 
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Delaware, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina. 


Georgia, 


rThomas  M«Kean, 
-^  John  Dickinfon, 
(^Nicholas  Vandyke. 
CJohn  Hanfon, 
C  Daniel  Carroll. 

Richard-Henry  Lee, 
John  Banifter, 
Thomas  Adams, 
John  Harvey, 
Francis-Lightfoot  Lee. 

("John  Penn, 

-J  Cornelius  Harnett, 

(^John  Williams. 
Henry  Laurens, 
V^iliiam-H.  Drayton, 
John  Mathews, 
Richard  Hutfon, 
^Thomas  Hey  ward,  jun. 
John  Walton, 
Edward  Telfair, 
Edward  Langworthy. 


END    OF    THE    FIRST    VOLUME. 
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